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PREFACE. 



THt Letten, comprising the present volame, were written In Parts 
to the Editor of the Newark Daily Advertiser, in which print they were 
originally published. The commendation, which they received at the 
time from the newspaper press throaghont the country, has enoooragad 
the issue of them in this form. 

Though the writer's residence in the French metropolis was designed for 
his improvement in medical science, he deemed it not incompatible with 
this great object to make himself familiar with the language and charac- 
teristics of the great and interesting people, with whom he was sojourn- 
ing, and whom we ourselves resemble, in some respects, perhaps, mora 
than any other nation. And he felt, in communicating his own tmpraa- 
to the public, and his friends at home, that he was making the for- 
tbe participators of his acquisitions— such as they were ; and the latter, 
of some of his pleasures ; while, at the same time, the evanescent forms of a 
Bultitnde of objects and events obtained " a habitation and a name " in 
hk memory, by being daguerreotyped in the very moment of their van- 
ishing away forever. 

Hastily prepared, as these letters were, immediately on returning from 
the scenes described, with a body fatigued, and an excited brain, they 
ware evidently unfit for publication, without considerable revision. This 
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waa performed by the aathor's father, Samuil J. GARi>irtR, Esq., to wbote 
care and talents is due much of the credit which they have received. 

After all, no one mast be so nnreasonable, as to look for new discoyeriet 
in a city, which has become the paradise of travelers, with their hondred 
eyes and tongnes. All, that now remains possible, is to observe the 
changes of the social kaleidoscope, and copy the old materials, as they 
group themselves in new attitudes and forms. Such is the characteristic 
of the book, as its title was intended to express. 

Save an occasional explanatory paragraph, the letters are now re- 
printed from the columns of the newspaper, without change. Much 
as they would be benefited by a revisal, the author has shrunk from a 
labor, which would interfere too much with his daily professional duties. 

A. K. O. 

New- York. November^ 1847 
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DlABT AT 8lA — AbJLITAL AT HaTRI — CUSTOH HoUSI AORIIABILITI 

AlfCORTILLB AND ITS GARDtlTS. 

At Sea, October 6tli. 

T IS a week since my departure from New York, and I rejoice 
to be on deck again, able to write you a few lines, with a horriUe 
nausea, however, still upon me. 

Tuesday, 8th October. Lat 41° 46'. 

A fresh attack of sickness sent me below, and, in addition, 
heavy gales have since rendered it useless to attempt to write. 
Yesterday morning I saw a very beautiful rainbow, apparently 
only a few rods from the ship, spanning an entire arch. I 
remembered the old proverb, but the day proved beautiful not- 
withstanding. On Friday last, a sudden squall of wind and rain 
struck and nearly capsized us. Three men at the wheel, the 
captain being one, could not move it for some moments. All 
hands were soon on deck, and the sails were rapidly and succesa- 
folly clewed up, taken in, reefed, dec, and the danger was past ; 
■ooQ all was fair again. On Sunday night the captain was 
taken severely sick, and 1 prescribed for him as well as my dijad- 
ness would permit. The wind freshened into a gale and blew 
much harder than on the day I intended to have sailed. I went 
on deck several times, and beheld the beauty and grandeur of 

the waves. 
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After the wind had been blowing a gale all day, toward night 
the sea was literally mountainous ; nor were the waves more 
remarkable for size, than color. Just as they broke, their dark 
blue changed to— what shall I call it ? — another shade of blue, 
perhaps, but so indescribably resplendent and dazzling, that I 
am convinced the sublime pencil of Titian himself never caught 
so celestial a tint. To-day a large hawk, perhaps an eagle, 
lighted for some minutes on our yards, but, as if in derision of 
our white canvass, soon spread his wings, and sailed around 
and off. 

Friday. Lat. 41° 54' Long. 45° 25'. 

Several days, you see, are passed since I last wrote, and I 
cannot perceive that I am any nearer the promised land, than 
before. The captain jocosely remarks, that we are now about 
"half seas over," and then — "what then?" as Sterne says. 
We have an excellent captain, crew and ship. 

Sunday, 13th. — How tiresome is a sea life ! I cannot conceive, 
how a bustling yankee can ever get inured to it. 

Tuesday, 2 2d Oct. — While you are imagining me near my port 
of destination, I am, on the contrary, many himdred miles away, 
via: in long. 18° lat. 43° 5'. We have had, since I last wrote, 
a succession of squally weather and head winds, <&c. It seems 
to me, that there is but one place, to which I desire to go suffi- 
ciently to make another voyage, and that is — Home. Methinks 
I shall have grey hairs before I see France. 

** A life on the ocean wave, and a home on the rolling deep," 

is very good poetry, but to my taste an indifferent sort of house- 
keeping. ** The cloud-kissing waves," and the " foam-crested 
•ea," one may imagine to look very pretty, but — when the waves 
kiss the clouds, because the latter stoop to the embrace, and 
when the bowels of the spectator yearn, not with sympathy and 
tenderness, but sea-sickness — 't is quite a different matter. 

Sunday, 27th. — Doubtless you are figuring to yourselves my 
occupation in Paris ; but, alas, I am yet many a mile distant. 
The smart S. W. winds, which have blown for the last two days 
haiw buojed va along the Scilly Isles. Last evening the wind 
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clianged to S. E. by E. which entirely preyents our entering 
the Channel, and here we lie, beating about with a heavy sea, \t 
the company of sevend vessels. I have been amused during the 
last week in wat^^hing some porpoises gamboling around our 
ship ; and this morning was wet through while standing on deck, 
by the spray from a wave^ which brok^ against our side. 

Wednesday. — Last evening spoke a London packet, who will 
probably report us. The English far-famed fog envelops us 
closely. A very heavy rolling sea causes a return of sickness. 

Saturday evening, Nov. 2d. — Still in the Channel — wind yet 
ahead— over 33 days out. Last night it blew the heaviest gale 
we have had yet, and we had a lee shore. Butter, potatoes and 
fresh provisions long ago gone. Shall we ever get in? The 
Lord only knows. 

Saturday, Nov. 3d. — ^This is truly a fine day, though it has 
fmowed, and the heavens are filled with clouds, and the weather 
very cold ; for I have seen land — the pilot is on board — and to- 
morrow, (what a blessed word to-morrow is !) I shall go on 
shore ! The St. Nicholas, being one day ahead, has been in port 
eight days, having entered the Channel just before we were blown 
off. My fingers and feet are covered with chilblains, and my red 
nose projects fiercely through my mustache and beard. 

Wednesday, 6th. — Havre, where I arrived last evening at five 
p. M. still retains me. Sunday morning we arrived in the Roads, 
and there we lay till last evening, as the water was not high 
enough for the ship to enter the dock gates. 

After so long a period spent on ship-board, one could almost 
find happiness on a barren island. A ship has been compared to 
many things — I would g^ve it the title of menagerie, for besides 
whales, porpoises and sharks, you see strange beasts there, 
which, though inferior in siie, do not affect the feelings less. 
Such is the bed-bug, " the red rover of the sea," and the more 
agile flea, which always swarm in cotton laden ships. Both are 
rare " phlebotomirers." The little dark weevil finding his kingdom 
in the crevices of the ship-bread ** taken from him and g^ven to a 
stranger," flies for his life, as you raise it to your lips. To these 
one soon becomes accustomed as well as to the rats, who nightly 
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open avenues through your clothes to the dainty crumb concealed 
in some of their folds. Sea-sickness may be enjoyed a fortnight 
together on your back, and also a sudden translation from the 
berth to the middle of the cabin floor, as the ship may chance 
to take a sudden lurch — when they are over. 

We must leave these things, however pleasant in the recollec- 
tion, and obser\'e the ship, as she enters the dock. Sunday 
morning, we arrived in the Roads, and there we lay till last even- 
ing, as the water was not high enough to enter the dock gates. 
These docks are but large basins of water confined by gates, not 
differing, except in magnitude, from those of our canals. The 
tide here rising and falling twenty feet, the rush of water other- 
wise would leave them exposed to danger from the bottom, when 
heavily laden, from its shallowness at ebb tide. Into this dock 
we rushed with all the speed, which a flood tide, a strong wind 
behind and a stronger swell from the Channel could give us. To 
the unaccustomed eye, we were in constant danger of running 
into the pier-head, whose massive buttresses project far into the 
sea, or the shipping moored along its sides. Fortunately, just as 
the danger seemed imminent, a hawser, apparently stretched by 
unknown hands, restrained our headlong course. The quay is 
crowded with people, whose uncouth garments divert the 
attention from the imaginary danger. 

The pier is the grand promenade for the city ; and ladies, 
soldiers, peasants — the whole community almost, are gathered 
there to witness the entrance of two large American ships and 
other smaller craft. We hastened from the ship to the hotel, 
fortunately escaping the search by the police, a fate which my 
trunk suffered most unmercifully the next morning. Tlie numer- 
ous soldiery, who throng the city, seem to have little else to 
do, except poking into trunks and carpet bags, stirring up the 
dirty clothes, and snuffing every odor, while on the scent for tobac- 
co. The manufacture and sale of this noisome weed are a monopoly 
of the king, and the search is therefore very severe. Notwith- 
standing this, three thousand cigars were smuggled ashore in the 
following ingenious manner. Two carpet bags were obtained 
nmilar to one another. Both were carried to the custom house. 




ANCORVILLE AND ITS GARDBN8. 



One contained the greater part, and the other a quarter box only. 
This last was openly displayed in the mouth of the bag and the 
duties promptly paid. Gulled by this stratagem the other was 
scarcely opened. At a subsequent period, a bearer of despatches 
to our embassy, covered the boxes with the yellowish paper, tied 
with red tape, sealed with numerous red wax seals, stamped 
with the eagle found on a half dollar, and thus passed some 
thousands of cigars, unquestioned, through the hands of thoee 
who did not know that on the American coat of arms, there were 
no " 50 cents " stamped at the bottom. 

I am at Wheeler's Hotel, a very comfortable house, where 
English is spoken, and have employed myself to-day in traversing 
the city, and noting its peculiarities ; the women, who are em- 
ployed in every menial service — scraping the streets: — riding the 
little jackasses, behind two immense panniers, stuffed with all 
kinds of provisions — the peculiar shaped houses — dark and dirty, 
frequently seven and eight stories high. Linen bed clothes this 
season of the year are no addition to the warmth of their elastic 
beds. Fires are in general use, so cold it is. I shall leave for 
Rouen by the diligence day after to-morrow, the boat having 
ceased running. Found an agreeable companion in an English 
clergyman, who described the theatre to me, and a particular 
play with great fervor. Saw also this morning a funeral — a 
priest followed by a boy bearing a pine coffin covered with a 
black cloth, and a man following, probably the mourner, but who 
was gazing around with great unconcern. At eight p. m. a band of 
thirteen drummers marched through the streets, calling the 
soldiers to their quarters for the night. 

The city of HavTe contains hut little worthy of notice. The church 
of Notre D^^e, the docks and the hospital, are the principal objects 
of interest. A building for a museum is now erecting. It is 
made of a soft native stone. The walls arc made of the large 
pieces placed in proper onliT, but unhewn and almost shapeless. 
After these are erected, the stone is then worked and pillars are 
hammered out and ornamented with Corinthian capitals, <fcc. 

The viliago of Anconille, sepanited from the city by a wall 
and moat, is the residence of the wealthy. It is situated on a 
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high bluff, commanding a fine view of the city proper, with the 
bay and river Seine stretching for several miles. The buildings 
are much finer than those in the city, though not pleasing to the 
American eye, accustomed to white houses and green blinds. 
They are built of half-burned brick, with walls nearly two feet 
in thickness, and covered with plaster of such a dingy color, that, 
noticing shavings, <&c. aroimd a house, it is difficult to tell, whether 
they are building a new or repairing an old one. The gardens, 
however, make up the deficiency. I visited several, one very 
splendid, belonging to Jeremiah Winslow, a Boston man. Its 
winding walks were ornamented by the immense ribs and vertebrae 
of the whale. Even at this late season, it was covered with flowers. 
Among them was the Bengal rose, which we call the double 
Dutch, similar to C.'s, growing in great profusion, full of blos- 
soms. It is left out of doors all winter, and blooms ten months 
in the year. The Laurestinus, too, with its fragrant flowers, 
resists the frosts of winter, uninjured. They are both fre- 
quently in bloom on Christmas. Rhododendrons, Cape Jes- 
samines, are evergreens. The far-famed Holly and Ivy are 
also abimdant. The former has a very rich green leaf, scolloped, 
bearing on each point a thorn. I also visited a small private 
green-house, not very showy at present, and quite similar to 
our own. 

The soldiers stationed here number three hundred, and con- 
stitute the most striking objects of notice. They officiate as 
sentries, police, and custom house officers. Their uniform is in 
horrible taste. The only excuse for it is its alleged cheapness. 
They look, as if, roused from their slumbers by a fire in their own 
dwelling, they had seized the first clothing near them, and appear 
in scarlet flannel drawers, but partially concealed by a blue sur- 
tout. Such coat-tails must certainly impede locomotion. 

The antiquarian may hasten to see the old tower, so conspicuous 
as we enter, which the guide books say was the place where Ma- 
zarin confined the princes of Cond^ and Conti, and where Francis 
I. was entertained by the early inhabitants. He may pore over 
the falling stones, and pick up a rusty nail for a souvenir ; — ^my 
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taste seeks rather for the living and breathing works of the pres- 
ent, than the dilapidated monuments of the past. 

After two days' experience, I find that I have less difficulty 
each day in speaking the little French I hava occasion for. I 
think I shall soon acquire it. To-morrow I shall visit the Hospi- 
tal, and at five dine with Mr. R. £., brother of G. B. K, of Bos- 
ton, to whom I had a letter, directed to Paris, whence he has 
lately arrived. You would be amused to see me walking about 
the streets, ever and anon consulting a small dictionary for aid in 
understanding some notice at the comers ; or, when asking the 
way, stopping to look out a word in the midst of my speech. 
The horses are of the large Normandy breed, much larger than 
the Pennsylvania horse ; I saw one to-day going apparently with 
much ease, drawing on a truck, like those at Boston, two hogs- 
heads of molasses and five boxes of sugar, a half of which in 
Boston is a load for two. 

1 1 o'clock. — I have just returned from the theatre, the old 
one was burnt, and this has been open but a fortnight ; I there- 
fore saw it in all its freshness. It is said to be a tasteful building, 
though small. " They did *' the Opera of La Dame Blanche, 
with an orchestra of thirty-three instruments, played finely. The 
singing was not so good as I expected. I have postponed my 
departure for Rouen till Saturday morning, where I shall remain 
for three or four days, and then — for Paris. 




II. 

Travelling in France — Rouen — Paris. 

Leaving Havre, as I told you, I embarked for Ronen, in tbe 
far-famed Diligence, which is associated with so many tales of 
joy and sorrow. A queer vehicle it is, I assure you, propelled 
sometimes by five horses, sometimes by nine, and I do not des- 
pair, after being here a few days more, of finding as many as 
often have the honor of drawing, in my own dear country, some 
symbol of a great principle on our grand procession fetes. The 
cattle I am now speaking of, however, as far as I can see, have 
the task of transporting only a quantity of heavy luggage and 
sundry fat and lean people, as the case may be. For this pur- 
pose, five are the least number on the Diligences at a time ; two 
at "the wheel," and three abreast, "on lead." The next addi- 
tional horse goes on the wheel. The next three ahead of all : 
these are always governed by a postilion. With you, the driver 
has a rein for every beast, you know ; but here, there are never 
more than four reins, and these are attached to the outer horses. 
A postilion sometimes rides on the " near leader." But the out- 
fit is not yet complete. As the soldier is omnipresent in France* 
one rides, of course, on the banquette, which is a top with a co- 
vering like a chaise. An imposing office this, for he pays each 
driver his daily stipend of twenty-five cents, and shouts to the 
passengers that intercept the way, with a stentorian voice, who 
all turn out to make room for the coming avalanche. The inside 
is divided into three apartments, variously furnishrd. More room 
is allowed in some than in others, and the price is proportionate. 
This is my introduction to the principle of graduation, which is 
by no means offensive, while submission to it b voluntary, as it is 
here and on the railways. Accordingly, I ascended to the ban- 

S 
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quette to obtain the best yiew of the rich scenery, that is spread 
out on every side. It affords a complete shelter from the wea- 
ther, and the glass windows, which can be dropped in front, open 
to the yiew of the stranger the country through which we are 
passing. It is the second or third division in point of expense. 
The prospect is exceedingly striking. Every object wears the 
sir of novelty — ^the ferUle fields, so exquisitely green — the 
thatched cottage — ^the flocks of corbeau, or raven, differing, I 
think, from our crow in tameness as well as appearance. Occa- 
sionally, a hare is seen scudding along, or an old and venerable 
church, heavenward pointing its grey spire. The driver jabbers 
to his horses perpetually, keeps his immense whip in constant use, 
making the narrow streets of the cities echo wiUi its loud explo- 
sions. 

As we approached Rouen, the most conspicuous objects were 
the lofty towers and spires of the Cathedral, one of the most 
celebrated in the world, by some supposed to be founded by 
William the Conqueror. The first mention of this city is made 
by Ptolemy, who lived in the second century. It is doubtful 
whether its population of a hundred thousand is greater now 
than then ; its character, however, has changed. Then, it was 
mhabited by a people whose name has become a by-word — the 
ancient Ooths ; now, its numerous churches proclaim it a Chris- 
tian nation. 

No person who is travelling for pleasure, faib to spend several 
days in the examination of the curiosities of this old town. The 
first among these, b the before-mentioned cathedral, commenced 
in the Xlllth century, and finished in the XVIth. I wish I could 
portray the beauty and grandeur of this building, four hundred 
and fifty feet long, one hundred and ten wide, and to the top 
of the lanthom, from the inside, two hundred feet 

My first impressions were received by a visit made there in the 
night. The outside was not visible in the darkness, and the inte- 
rior, partially lighted by the votive tapers burning at the shrines 
of saints, lost none of its grandeur and solemnity. There were 
not more than twenty persons present in this immense building. 
All was still,, save the voice of a priest in one of the distant 
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chapels, and the sighs and the sobs of a penitent worshipper near 
me. A religion, which draws from their comfortable dwellings 
so many persons' through the rainy streets, to spend an hour or 
more in the cold damps of a gloomy church, cannot but deeply 
impress one with a feeling of respect, which I fear is too rarely 
felt by the Protestant for the Catholic faith. 

But it was necessary to have a bright day to see in perfecticm 
the grandeur of this edifice. One hundred and thirty windows 
of stained glass to light it, represent the occurrences in the life 
of our Saviour, the Apostle sand " holy men made perfect,"— one 
window sometimes containing an entire scene, such as the cruci- 
fixion of our Saviour between the two thieves, for example, and 
sometimes many scenes in the life of an individual, much smaller 
of course. The perfect expression of these pictures exceeded 
anything I had ever imagined. I witnessed the grand mass, in 
which the archbishop officiated. 

Among other ornaments, there is a silver lamp of large siie, 
weighing forty marks, before the altar — the gift of the city— a 
thank-ofifering for the cessation of the plague in 1637. Here, in 
the Chapel of the Virgin, is the statue which formerly decorated 
the tomb of the celebrated Coeur de Lion, which had long been 
buried. But on the 30th of July, 1838, searches were made for 
it, and, guided by historical traditions, it was happily discovered. 
It is hewn out of a single block of freestone, and is six and a 
half feet long. It represents King Richard in a recumbent posi- 
tion, his head supported by a square cushion, wearing a crown 
encircled with precious stones ; his feet are supported by s 
crouching lion. On his left hand was a sceptre, of which we 
only see the remains ; the right has been destroyed. The 
prince's mantle descends nearly to his ancle in wide folds. It is 
over a tunic which reaches up to the neck, and is bound round 
the body by an embroidered belt. The researches, continued on 
the following day, discovered the heart of Richard, enclosed in s 
donble box of lead with the following inscription : 

HUt futrtt cort 3SlCcf)arM: refiCst 
fllnalsmmt 
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Near this, are statues of the husband of Diana of PoictierB» 
and of the cardinals of Amboise. Pillars, sculptures, gal- 
leries, bas-reliefs, statues, and paintings, are without number. 
The outside is not deficient in interest. Three lofty towers orna- 
ment it, the tallest of which, destroyed by fire in 1822, is being 
replaced, at an expense of $100,000, by one of iron. It will 
weigh 1,200,000 lbs., and will be four hundred and thirty-six 
feet high — thirteen feet less than the loftiest pyramid of Egypt. 

Leaving now this magnificent cathedral, of which it is impoa* 
tible to give an adequate description, we will follow the gnid^^ 
who earns his dollar by conducting us, by the nearest route 
through the city, to the various places of note, and there giving 
his stereotyped descriptions — ^to the churches of St. Ouen, 
(which contains a window of colored glass unsurpassed in the 
world,) St. Maclou, St. Patrice, and many others of great beauty. 
Many of the beautiful churches are no longer used for religious 
services— one is a stable, and another a storehouse. Their lofty 
domes and elegant carvings still remain, though mutilated. In 
many of the others, the broken windows are replaced by modem 
manufactures of very inferior merit. 

It is impossible in the space I have allotted for the hasty de- 
scription of Rouen, even to attempt an enumeration of the objects 
of interest in this city, celebrated as the birth place of Comeille, 
Footenelle, Boieldieu, the composer, and many others ; some of 
whose statues, as well as that of Joan of Arc, who was here 
burnt as a witch, ornament its public squares. The town hall 
eontains a collection of portraits, and a public library enriched 
with manuscripts of distinguished beauty. One of these, the 
famous illuminated Gradual or Music Book, by Daniel d'Aubonne, 
richly repays the time, and money (one franc) expended in seeing 
it. It contains more than two hundred vignettes, and occupied 
in its construction thirty years of the life of its monkish author. 
It is not only a monument of devotion and perseverance, but a 
specimen of writing and pen embellishment unequalled. 

On r<»tuming to dinner, tired and cloyed with endless novelties, 
galleries of pictures and statues, views of the city from various 
points, carved walls and doors, large bells, <&c., I fell into the 
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and things,*' and accordingly chose the cars of the second class. 
They evidently felt no preference for velvet over linen to sit upon 
for an hour or two. Indeed, I find that the intelligent, though 
wealthy, do hy no means invariably manifest a preference for 
what is of the highest price, on that account alone. But the' 
effect of this procedure of the experienced travellers upon the 
gentleman with the two daughters was very amusing. Doubtless, 
owing to the cause to which I have alluded, the already tumed- 
up noses of the two daughters now turned up to an elevation, 
that I had not before beUeved to be possible. But how extreme 
was their mortification, when they discovered on our arrival at 
Paris, that the distinction in the cars was of the most transitory 
nature, for we all went together from the depot in the same 
omnibus to the same hotel, and dined at the same table. This 
was the hotel Mirabeau, situated in the Rue de la Paix, which b 
very central. 

As we approached this great capital, nobody was needed to 
tell us of our progress ; the rapidly augmenting charges were 
abundantly sufficient to give information. And the bills, to 
which I am now subjected daily, leave me not in the least doubt 
whatever of my safe and happy arrival in the modem Athens. 
It is a ^n'iii misUike, that everj'thing is cheaper here than in 
the United Suites. Clothing, especially cotton, is higher, and 
woolen also. Linen is clieaper, but not so much so as in Eng- 
land. 

The Palace of Luxembourg is but a step from my present re- 
fkience. It is a s<}uare edifice, with an ample portioo in the cen- 
tre. A noble pavilion surmounts the principal building, and ter- 
minates in a dome, composed of the Doric and Ionic orders. 
This palace, like most of the houses, is built in the form of a 
hollow square. One reason for this mode of construction may 
be found in their situations ; in streets, dirty, narrow, and noisv; 
among groups of poor buildings, where the luxur}' of a prosp^vt, 
except from some of the palaces, is nirely or never enjoyed. 
The best ap^irtments are, consequently, those which face inwiird 
on the b«juare enclosed, which is embellished, according to the 
and taste of the owners ; with slirubbery, statues of stone, 
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Among the rich, and plaster among the poorer proprietors. The 
centre of the Luxembourg palace is a court-yard flagged, and 
without any other ornament than the architecture of the building 
itself. On entering the door, one is met by a sentry, who is station- 
ed at every public building, and, instead of crossing the square, I 
generally go through along the passage, bordered on both sides by 
immense orange and lemon trees, ascend two flights of stairs, and 
enter the picture gallery, which is a receptacle of such works of 
living artists only, as have been purchased by the government. 

These paintings are, some of them, twenty feet square, beauti- 
fully executed, with surfaces as smooth as glass. Strangers are 
admitted every day gratuitously ; and students, male and female, 
may always be seen copying the whole or parts of a picture ; and 
sometimes several at work upon the same. 

In this building are also the chambers of the ministers, the 
councillors of state, &c. Behind it is a large public garden, 
adorned with statues, and variegated with ponds and other em- 
bellishments. On Sunday, the great holiday of Paris, the galle* 
ries of paintings in the Luxembourg and Louvre are opened to 
all, and numerously frequented. In this manner the good taste 
of the French is kept alive. Those, who can spare the time, 
promenade every day ; and on Sundays, everybody. The shops 
are then closed at an earlv hour, and all resort to the Boulevards, 
or some of the many gardens scattered in all quarters of the 
city. The garden of the Tuilleries, being the most central, is the 
point of principal resort, certiiinly of the aristocracy. On thoee 
occasions almost every one has a dog, and the fashions of all 
classes may be seen, from the puppy of two legs to one of four. 
These dogs (the quadrupedian I mean) are generally conducted 
by a string or a small chain. A silk dress has one kind of dog» 
a fustian has another. 

The ** Jardin des Plantes " pleases me the most. It is wanting, 
to be sure, in the numerous statues of the others, which appear 
indecent to the eye of a stranger, but possesses, in their stead, 
objects of superior attraction. The other gardens are nearly 
level ; this is diversified by hill and dale — ^by winding paths and 
quiet groves. Her^ and indeed throughout the country, the 
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that I cannot wait to have my beard grow, (any longer than it is 
now at least,) before I give vent to my feelings of delight ; name- 
ly, the cafi au lait. It is indeed delicious ! Listen to the 
process. Two pots are brought ; from one of which your cup 
is half filled with cafe, clear, strong and hot ; from the other, 
they fill it up with boiling milk. A little silver plate contains 
some lumps of white sugar to sweeten it to your taste, or to 
make ean de sitcre, which the French are very fond of. This 
is merely cold water, made sweet with sugar. 

But I was speaking of the opera. It was Rossini*s II Barbiere 
di Siviglia ; and, when sung by such persons, as Mad 'lie Persiani, 
and Messrs. Lablache, Mario, Ronconi, Morelli, <&c, with the 
orchestral accompaniment by about one hundred performers, all 
of whom are exceedingly skilful, you cannot doubt, that I pre- 
ferred it, even to the singing of Miss . I was indeed 

delighted. 

U my friends should come to see me, I fear I should need a 
formal introduction ; for the razor has not '' scraped acquaint- 
ance " with my face, since I left the pleasant shores of New 
Jersey. Though neither neat, nor agreeable, such is the univer- 
sal fashion here, and saves trouble. What a luxury to me would 
be your pretty parlor stove with its peach orchard, or lehigh, 
instead of my wide-mouthed fire place, voraciously devouring 
the principal part of the caloric, generated by the combustion of 
two or three sticks of wood, and some Newcastle coal laid 
thereon. And when it b considered, too, that the windows and 
doors, and indeed the whole panel-work, afford a pretty easy 
passage to the air, the contest maintained within, against the 
external cold, must be acknowledged to be somewhat an unequal 
one. The want of attention to the economy of heat is the more 
surprising, smce fuel bears so high a price. 

But this is not the only inconvenience. The partition walls 
between rooms are frequently nothing but laths, which sounds 
and odors penetrate with ease. Just as I go to bed at night at 
twelve o'clock, for instance, a neighbor of mine expends his sur- 
plus enthusiasm upon a pianoforte. I find no fault with the in- 
itniment or player, for both are good, but I can't help thinking. 
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thai he who breaks my sleep by making a noise after twelve at 
night, is guilty of an assault and battery, and ought to be sen* 
tenced to undeigo the penalty, for each offence, of spending a 
day in the house of some Orpheus, just beginning to learn to 
play <m the trombone. 

2 
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persons, and those who are afflicted with cutaneous and syphifitic 
diseases. The annual average number of patients is eleven thou- 
sand, and the average mortality, one in eight hundred and seventy- 
two. Beside numerous house pupils {internes) the daily service 
of nine physicians and three surgeons is required. Drs. Chomel 
and Magendie, and surgeons Roux and Blandin are the most 
eminent. The hospital is open only to students, who have re- 
ceived a diploma, and desire to see the practice and hear the 
cliniques of these celebrated men. Strangers with passports are 
admitted to view every day, and the public twice a week. 

In order to obtain a more particular knowledge of the appear- 
ance and customs of the place, you must follow me in imagination 
in my diurnal \isit. Rising at seven o'clock in the morning, I 
hasten to arrive at the Hotel-Dieu, a distance of a mile from mv 
lodgings, by half-past seven o'clock. At the door I am stopped 
by the guard, whose cocked hat and uniform are the evidences 
of his authority. On showing a ticket, given by the officers of 
the institution, or, on the exhibition of my diploma, admittance is 
instantly granted. The medical gentleman from the United 
States must not neglect to bring his diploma with him, as he will 
find it quite necessary, on frequent occasions, to the free and pro- 
per prosecution of his studies. 

Passing through this building, the court-yard, and under the 
river, I arrive at the edifice devoted to the females. Each of 
the doors, forming the entrances into the various wards, has over 
it a name, being that of some saint. On entering, I find myself 
in a long hall, extending as far almost, as the eye can reach. 
Upon both sides is a row of beds, numbering nearly a hundred, 
making a striking appearance to an American. The bedsteads 
are constructed of iron, which however are concealed from sight 
by curtains. This iron frame work effectually excludes all vermin. 
Many hospitals in the United States, supplied with wooden bed- 
steads, and admitting patients from similar classes of society, are 
much annoyed by them. The curtains answer the double pur- 
posi* of temporary seclusion and a screen from the light. The 
objections, which have been offered by many physicians in the 
United States in regard to the detrimental influence of curtained beds 
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npcm the sick, by confining the air, rendered impure by the breath- 
ing of the patients, and the exhalations from the body and open 
wounds, do not apply to these. The top b left uncovered, which 
consequently admits a free passage of the atmosphere. At the 
foot of this hall is perceived, either a painting, a plaster, or per- 
haps a carved oak representation of the Virgin Mary, or of the 
patron saint, to whom it is dedicated. This is surrounded by 
flowers real and artificial, candles, and other emblems of catholic 
wofBhip. 

The description of the practice in this hospittd will be given in 
mv next letter. 




IV. 

Oatholig RiLioioR — Freitch Hospitals— HoTiL-Diiu— Nuns— Hotn- 
TAL Practice— MoNs. Blahdik— Dr. Mott, of New-York. 

Coming from a country where harsh judgments are hazarded 
on the tendency of the Catholic religion, and the hypocrisy of its 
professors, it gives one the pleasure of a surprise to visit a 
hospital in France, and witness the hold which it has upon the 
public mind. However strongly one may be convinced of the 
erroneousness of many of their doctrines, he cannot, after such a . 
sight, but be less egotistical and self-sufficient ; less disposed to 
condemn others, and to exalt his own judgment, as the only cer- 
tain standard of right and wrong. I pronounce not on thdr ar- 
ticles of fidth, of which they surely have abundance, nor on the 
merits of their works, which few will affirm to be inferior to those 
of others in the daily walks of life. But the heart has its pFe- 
rogatives, which will not be slighted, and does not wait before H 
feels, to inquire whether it is right or not. 

In this hospital, as in almost every other in France, may be 
witnessed the unremitting care of the reHgittises, That which I 
visited at Havre, is under the general direction of the nuns, the 
Lady Superior herself giving £400 sterling a year for its support 
in addition to her undivided attention. There I saw seven hun- 
dred beds, and in one of them a sailor, who had fallen from the 
top of a New-York and Havre packet on her passage out. He 
struck upon the sky-light, and when taken up, his leg was found 
to be completely separated from his thigh, and was left on deck, 
while he was carried below. Sixty reli^uaes of the order of St. 
Augustine devoted their whole time and attention to the suffer* 
ing in the Hotol-Dicu alone. Undistracted by the amusements 
of the world, they find ** their meat and their drink*' in bathing 

22 
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the barning brow, and moistening the parched lip ; in pohktiil^ 
the oonralescent to a nobler sphere of duty, in a difierent pa& 
from that in which they have been travelling ; in irhispering to the 
dying of Christ's love, and directing their wandering thoughts " to 
the bright realms of peace and hapjnness iii another and a better 
world.*' When I see these women thnii engikged, I fbrget, that 
they are attendants and nnrses, and regard them with a senti- 
ment of yeneratbn. They appear to me to b6 folfiling a holy miaa- 
ion vpoa earth. I see no ostentatimi in their peetiliair dress, their 
large and uncomely cap or hood, and the bandages by which the 
principal part of their faces is concealed. To me they seenk td 
say, " Come unto me, aU ye thut iiie witey and heairy-hMieli, 
and I win gire yott rest ; buy of me wiiie And ^ withotit moMiJf 
and without price." Rnenomdnoi inotflofw. 

I said, that I $aw these thmgs, but at this early hdtlr (half- 
past seren a. m.) the streets themselves are hardly visible, hiuch 
leas ^e interior of a house. By accident I am m the surgical 
ward of Mons. Blandin. Directing my steps to two or three 
ffickeiing candles, I traverse the long hidL Stranger^ tread with 
care, lest this waxed oaken floor, which reflects, like a mirror, 
the little light in the distance, should convert you, on a sudden* 
from the character of a student mto that of a patient of the learn- 
ed surgeon. Around the bed stand fifty, or perhaps a hundred, 
stodenta, some with note books, listening to the words of the sur- 
geon, and completely hiding him and his "suite** from view. 
Anticipating his progress, and takmg a position by the side of 
the next patient, I may perhaps succeed in seemg him. 

Hie idea I had formed of this excellent man, is not disappofait- 
ed by lus personal appearance. He is some fifty years of age, 
perhaps five feet ten inches in height, erect and weU made. His 
fine open countenance, unhidden by beard, high forehead and 
sparkling eye, bespeak the man of intellect and decision, quick- 
ness of thought, and promptness of execution; characteristics 
most necessary to a surgeon, who should possess them, combmed 
with perfect coolness under all circumstances, that he may be 
able to seise upon the proper moment to render useful assistance 
to the sufferer under his hands. These qualities are evident, as 
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he goes from bed to bed, examining quickly, but carefully and 
closely, the condition of the patients. The heart of the surgeon 
is not always callous, and the questions which he puts, though 
often hasty and loud, are nevertheless always mild and softly 
spoken. He wears a white linen apron fastened round his waist, 
attached in part to a button on his coat, which protects his 
clothes from the lint of the beds, and the numerous soiling 
articles around a patient. In a button-hole of his coat is seen 
the narrow red ribbon, worn by all the members of the Medical 
Society. After him come the students attached to the hospital, 
some five or six in number, called internes or extemes, as they 
reside in, or out of the building. Three of them carry books, 
pens and ink. One records the state of the patient, as described 
by the surgeon ; another, the medical prescriptions ; and the 
third, the diet Mons. Blandin himself carries another book, 
containing a sununary of the case and treatment. The other 
three take off the bandages, and assist in such slight operations, 
as are performed at the bedside. These are surrounded by the 
crowd of following students. As in such an assembly, it would 
be impossible to carry the hat in the hand, the custom of wear- 
ing it in the wards of the sick, which strikes an American stran- 
ger so unpleasantly, is explained. 

There is none of that false modesty here, which is so prevalent 
at home. Perhaps some sneering reader may suggest, that there 
is less of the real. However that may be, there is certainly no 
affectation of it. Men and women lose their sex, when sick, and 
are viewed in the character of patients merely. To understand 
their cases aright, it is sometimes, and in surgical cases always, 
necessary to see. All diseased parts of the body are unhesita- 
tingly displayed without a thought of indelicacy. This is as it 
should be. Mrs. Farrar, in her work on the education of young 
ladies, amid many pruderies, has good sense on this point. 
Over-nicety in these cases is almost entirely American. In the 
hospital of a house of correction, where I attended some time, I 
have known the most abandoned women object, as strenuously 
as a young girl, to the necessary examination of her person. 
The prude perhaps might call this behavior a remnant of her 
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original condidon, or a germ of better feelings. She is welcome 
to the rationale. 

Behind the students follow waiters, with bandages, lint, water, 
and the entire surgical apparatus. At this earlj hour, it is im* 
possible to see without artificial light. Each of the scribes there* 
fore carries a candle attached to his book, and the surgeon him- 
self another of wax, about the size of a pipe stem, which is curled 
upon itself in an oblong form. This is placed under the patient's 
nose, occasionally singeing it, in order to see his tongue, and 
sometimes a little hot wax falls upon the patient's person. 

The visit of the day is finished. The books of diet and medi- 
dnes, which hare been prescribed, being signed by the physician, 
thus authorizing their dispensation, he follows the students to the 
lecture room, and delivers a brief, but comprehensive, description 
of some disease, illustrating it by reference to patients in the 
house. Not having removed his apron, he is ready to perform 
any operation, which may be required. The hand of Mons. 
Blandin is quick and steady, and his operations are done with dex* 
terity and neatness. The first day on which I attended bis clin- 
ique, there was a case of dislocation of the humerus. He de* 
scribed the many methods employed for its reduction, especially 
for this form, where the head of the bone was in the axilla. 
Among them he mentioned the excellent method of Dr. Mott, of 
New York, of which he spoke in high terms, and finished by 
saying, that he would attempt the reduction on this occasion by 
that method ; which he accordingly did with perfect success. It 
gratified me exceedingly to hear him speak of my countryman in 
language so flattering. I had been in Paris but a short time, and 
then scarcely knew a soul in the great city. I was lonely. But 
this public recognition of the merits of an American, though I 
had never enjoyed the pleasure of seeing him, operated on my 
spirits like a charm. It electrified me with delight The glory 
of our great men may be slighted, or even withered, by detrac- 
tion, at home, but it is ever very dear to the heart of a country- 
man in a strange land. It elevates him in the eyes of foreigners, 
and what is better, it raises him in his own. 

A great trouble in attending these cliniques, and, in truth, all 
2* 
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the medical lectiires in the city, is caused by the little attentioa 
paid to the comfort of hearers. The seats are hard and without 
backs, and there is but scanty room for the feet. This confined 
position it is very uncomfortable to maintain for such a length of 
time as the lectures frequently last. Here, too, as in the wards, 
the students listen with their hats on their heads, if more conve- 
nient. 




Y. 

Bal Masqvk. 

I BAYS just returned from the first masked ball of the season, 
and, as the peculiar manners of a people are apt to be conspic- 
uous in their amusements, I shall attempt to give you a descrip- 
tion of it 

These balls are very frequent during the Camival, and are held 
at rarious places. The one which I attended, was at the French 
Opera House, and, as it was the first, is supposed to have been 
the best, of the series. Its claims to superiority are founded on 
the capacity of the building, allowing the entrance of more per- 
sons at one time, than any other place of amusement ; the num- 
ber and surpassing excellence of the musicians ; the brilliancy of 
its illumination, and the superiority of the maskers, whose means 
enable them to appear in richer and more fantastic dresses, than 
«t the other balls, and perhaps selected with more taste. The 
cost of a ticket, when obtained single at the bureau, is ten francs, 
(about two dollars,) but they can be bought for half the sum of 
persons around the door, who purchase them by the hundred, 
and sell them yery low. 

The crowded streets, for a circuit of half a mile around the 
building, are guarded by numerous soldiers, both mounted and 
foot, who regulate the approach and withdrawal of carriages, 
which are constantly going and coming. Eleven o'clock, p. m. is 
Che time for commencing, generally on Saturday or Sunday ere- 
ning, when the world is most at leisure to attend to amusements. 
Arrired there, all men are admitted, who have tickets and are 
decently dressed, either plainly or fancifully; and women in 
any tidy garments, be they petticoats or breeches, if masked 
Masks are confined to women, who are compelled to wear them 
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The first resort of a stranger is to the upper hozes, whence he 
can obtain a " coup-d'oeil '' of all that is beneath hinL On en- 
tering, the intense brilliancy dazzles the unaccustomed eye. A 
thousand gas-burners emit as many jets of flame, reflected back 
from numerous mirrors and cut pendants of glass chandelie^^ 
which, agitated by the trembling,' building, shaken by innumera- 
ble dancers, twinkle like the stars of the firmament. Looking, 
however, below and beyond the blaze, we have a view of the 
pit, covered with a spring-floor, and enlarged by the addition of 
the stage to more than double its usual dimensions. It is occu- 
pied with two or three thousand dancers, decked in habiliments of 
all kinds and colors, the fashion of every nation and age, and 
representing animals of various climes. Presently you behold 
this immense assembly dancing a quadrille with the most uncouth 
and extravagant gestures ; leaping, walking on their hands and 
feet, like quadrupeds, or on their knees. Sometimes, from being 
intentionally tripped by one another, and pushed by the crowd, 
a dozen, perhaps, are lying on the floor, kicking, screaming and 
rolling, men and women together. The music changes, and a 
gallopade finishes the figure, which grows every moment quicker 
and quicker, till it becomes a race around the halls, in which 
each one disregards both time and tune in the eager attempt to 
outstrip the rest. This is varied by the polka, a waltz, and the 
mazourka. 

Beyond the dancers, in the back part of the stage, is placed 
the orchestra, to me the most attractive part of all that is pre- 
sented before us. Two hundred of the finest musicians, whidi 
this city of music can produce, are here collected. In the midst 
is seen Musard, the conductor, whose vigorous exertions in flour- 
ishing his baton and guiding the players rival the polkars before 
him. 

It is altogether impossible to remain longer in the box gaiing. 
If the harp of one man, like Orpheus, could overcome the natural 
reluctance of oak and granite, and rouse them to a country dastee, 
surely the music of two hundred professors, every one doubtkis 
Tery much his superior, must animate even the wooden legs of tbe 
gray-haired pensioners themselves. Mme, at any rate, whioh do 
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not |»«tend to be aiher marble or timber, soon gave way to the 
delicioiifl epidemic, and I found myself mingling with the enthu- 
siastic multitude. Perhaps we may find among the masks, some 
which conceal intellect and beauty. With great difficulty at length 
we get upon " the floor." Four thousand persons are here, and 
efery avenue k dogged. Your path is stopped by many, who 
you by the arm, and foroibly restrain your progress, at the 
time whispering some impertinent compliment or merry 
Perfect freedom of speech and action reigns. Nothing 
is too groes to be said, and very little that is not permitted to be 
done. HaiFC you ever escaped from the turmoil of the city, and, 
wandering in the green woods, far from the dwellings of men, 
where none could hear your voice, have you ever then thrown 
yourself upon the verdant sward, rolled about in perfect wanton- 
neH, shouted and sang and screamed, till the hills reverberated the 
sound, and the birds flew about astonished at the sudden uproar ? 
If you have, you may obtain a faint conception of the abandon 
of this unparalleled assembly. 

The mask worn by the ladies is made of black silk, satin, or 
velvet It is so small, that it serves only to cover the eyes, nose 
and part of the cheeks, leaving the mouth and chin exposed, or 
but partially concealed by a piece of black lace attached to it. — 
Tlus exposure is sufficient to enable one to distinguish the com- 
parative age, and to judge pretty correctly of the charms, of the 
wearer. The domino is merely a mantle of silk with edgings of 
lace, and serves to hide the form of the person. This is not, as 
I have remarked, the only female dress, but it is the one wore 
by such as really desire to conceal their face and figures. The 
prettier the person, the more of it is generally to be seen. 

Among the masks were many, certainly a third, who wore the 
g^arments of men, such as those of sailors, Scotch, Swiss, and the 
dms of pages at court. With this metamorphosb, their charac- 
ters were also changed, and they were observed to be the rough- 
art and most foolish and even indecent in their behavior. Those, 
who object to the close contact of the sexes in the '' maxes of the 
giddy waltx," might not think the evil any greater in this, than in 
Giber dances, were they to observe the still closer affinity in the 
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quadrilles. Such warm embraces are never seen in America, not 
even at the parting or re-union of relations or friends. 

It is part of the etiquette of the evening, whether in the dance, 
or out, to embrace all. One, in particular, disguised in the skin 
of a white bear, went round with open mouth, and, as if partak- 
ing the characteristics of the beast he personated, hugged almost 
as forcibly as the brute himself, all the women, whose appearaaoe 
pleased his animal taste. Here might be seen a mask, climbiDg 
upon the shoulders of a cavalier, and rudely assisted to ascend 
by the pushes of the passers by. Others were observed sitting 
in each other's laps, fondling and kissing. — ^Bare necks indeed 
were considered public property, and received salutes with as lit- 
tle ceremony, as if they had been left so for the purpose. 

With a desire to ascertain, merely as a point of philosophy of 
course, the real character if possible, of those who were among 
the principal attractions, I went from one to another, taUdog, 
dancing and waltzing. The first object of my examination proved 
to be a grisette, mourning for the loss of a bracelet ; her pleasure 
for the evening was destroyed. She had waltzed with one, whom 
she suspected to be the purloiner. She unhesitatingly proffered 
an assignation with me for the morrow. One I noticed sitting 
near me, whose flaxen ringlets revealed her to be not only from 
another coxmtry, but of a different taste from those around. She 
was dressed in one of the most extravagant costumes of the eve- 
ning, and I had previously seen her dancing with a freedom of 
manner quite remarkable. Just now she was refusing in purs 
Castilian the urgent entreaties of a young Spaniard to join in the 
next quadrille. Not doubting a similar reception myself, still, 
merely for amusement, I asked the favor of her company in the 
waltz, which had just commenced. She accepted to my astonish- 
ment, and in French so good that I imagined her a Parisian. To 
a neighbor she afterwards spoke Italian, and with me she con- 
versed in excellent English. Expressing my astonishment at her 
fluency in so many tongues, she said she was equally so in Ger- 
man. " But which is your vernacular, I would beg to know ?" 
The question met with no satisfactory response. " I have lived 
in many of the United States," she replied, '< in New York, New 
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Hampshire and others. ** What towns in New Hampshire, my 
wonderful friend V Among others, she mentioned Peterborough. 
*' The birth-place of Judge Smith/' I remarked. ** Tes/' she 
responded, " but the silver locks of this good old man are hidden 
in the tomb."—" Did you know the M. family ?"— " Yes," she 
said immediately, '* there are five or six, tall, long-legged sons, 
I remember John and Nat, Sam and Jim, and — ^there are several 
mem for aught I know." Was n't she a queer acquaintance for a 
Paris masked ball ? I must not forget to say that she polkaed 
A ramr. The next was pretty enough to be better. Without uig- 
iDg she gave me her address. In the course of the evening she 
sought for me, with the desire that I should give her some money 
to pay for her hack, as she was going to retire immediately. Two 
hours alter, I saw her dancing with great animation. A fourth 
lady, whose superior education was very evident, after much 
urging for her address, wrote thus : " I am an angel ; my home 
is m Paradise." Nothing farther could I learn. Thus continued 
Uiis remarkable ball, without the least symptom of flagging, till 
half-past six in the morning, when the last dance was finished, 
and I went home, where I arrived in season for my morning visit 
to the Hospital. 

From this sketch of my experience, some conception may be 
formed perhaps of the appearance and customs, the character of 
the persons who attend, their occupation while there, and finally 
the probable tendency, of the Bal Masque. I shall leave you to 
draw your own conclusion. 



VI. 

Condition of Women — Hair Market at Oaih — Boubgiois -PAmTT— 

Funerals op the Rich and the Pooe< 

I HAD no sooner set my fopt upon the soil of France, than the 
servitude of the women arrested my attention ; and this, too, in 
Havre, the hirth-place of Madame de la Fayette. In this land of 
polilesse and chivalry, one cannot but notice with wonder the 
numerous evidences of barbarism in the conmion walks of life. 
Women are employed to sweep the streets, transport the heariesi 
burdens, and in numerous other similar occupations. Often have 
I seen them, when age and disease had crippled their powers, 
carrying two pails of water, whose weight would terrify an Amer- 
ican damsel of twenty years, upon shoulders already bowed down 
by the pressure of time, rudely jostled by the crowd, with scanty 
clothing, and no covering for the head, but a thin cap, which did 
not restrain their silver locks from playing around their wrinkled 
foreheads. Would to God, this were a single instance ! T is 
but a poor picture drawn from the scenes of every-day life. 

At Caen, but a short distance from Rouen, there is a market, 
whither young girls resort, and stand hour after hour with thear 
flowing hair, rich and glossy, deriving additional lustre from the 
contrast with their naked shoulders. This is the resort of the 
merchant barbers, some of whom come even from England. 
The merchants pass along among them, examine the color, tex- 
ture, evenness, and other qualities of the beautiful fleece, haggle 
for a sous, and finally buy. The hair then, after being cut as 
closely as possible to the liead, is weighed and paid for, and the 
girl goes home to prepare for another sh«iaring, or perhaps to 
purchase a husband with her money. An American girl prefers 
to let her hair turn to silver on her own head, or if it must be 
cut ofl*, to enjoy the crop herself. 
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Higher up in the social scale is the small shop-keeper 
Madame, who contributes to the income by teaching mnsie and 
Itahad, and constructing flowers with worsted. Of the first and 
last she knows but little ; her talents, as a polyglot, I am unable 
to appreciate. She has her party, as well as those above her, 
consisting perhaps of thirty persons. Among them was a gentle- 
man, who resided with Joseph Bonaparte at Bordentown for 
two years. Her apartments are on the second floor, in reality 
the third, for a vintner occupies the ground floor, as a shop. 
You go to the door, and knock with a masuve ring eight inches 
in circumference, and so thick, that both hands are well-nigh re- 
quired to lift it. It makes a tremendous noise. But— don't be 
alarmed, because the door gives away. It is the concierge, who, 
in his room at a distance of some forty feet, has pulled the 
cord attached to the spring latch. You shut the door on enter- 
ing, and grope your way along, stimibling and stubbing against 
the pavement, towards the glinmier of the stearine candle in the 

dim distance. The concierge informs you, that Madame D s 

rooms are on the second floor, whither you pursue your way in the 
dark, atf before. You are admitted by the hostess herself into a 
fittle entry four feet square, deposit your chapeau, and enter the 
drawing-room. This is a ** maid of all work." It answers for 
eating room, (I know not but kitchen too,) parlor and bed-cham- 
ber. In a niche is the bed with festooned curtains. The floor 
is of tfles, waxed. The walls are decorated with daguerreotype 
portraits of the fanuly, some wood cuts of guinea pigs, and a hor- 
rid daub in oil, called a portrait. The mantle and a case of 
dniweri contain, under a glass shade, specimens of Madame's tal- 
tflli in making flowers, and a metal clock. In a comer stands 
ft vuserable piano, shockingly out of tune. 

Into this room, thus encumbered with furniture, you are ush- 
ered, and make your obeisance, probably to the portrait in oil, 
the only face that looks at you — no one seems to notice your ar- 
rival. The master is engaged in talking, and <* it does not pay'* 
to leave his conversation for a more form. For a full half min- 
ute, the longest period that a Frenchman is still at one time, you 
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are peimitted to rest That time is employed in taking a coap- 
d'ceil of the company. It is a collection of ugly women of forty 
years, and a few girls, who are admitted into society, because their 
personal attractions expose them to no danger of being led astray. 
Around is a number of mustaches and beards, but no faces are 
at all perceptible. The half minute is over. Tou have no time 
to scrutinize, what indeed would not pay for the labor, for the 
hostess advances, seizes you by the hand, and hurries you to the 
dance. Ten couples commence a quadrille in this small room. At 
the piano are seated the two children of Madame, from six to ten 
years of age, who attempt a duet. When one of them hurries 
the time, after having got sufficiently ahead, she very obligingly 
waits for the other to ** catch up,'' who, having succeeded, thinks 
it time to take the lead herself. Thus they proceed in r^rolar 
alternations. All this time the dancers are performing wonders 
with their feet, somewhat at the expense of skin and bone, it is 
true, in so limited a sphere of action. There being two tunes, as 
we have said, the company have a choice, some preferring one, 
some the other. A considerable irregularity naturally ensues, 
till doubts begin to arise, as to what figure they are attempting to 
execute, when the quadrille becomes a riddle. Suddenly the noise 
of the piano changes. All ready for a gallopade — away we go, 
treading on each other's heels, and turning round, overturn some 
one, who chances to be next. Ah ! there is a little more room 
now. The fat lady has " given in," and sits puffing like a loco- 
motive. We gallop along, the space g^radually becomes larger, 
for that young lady, who apparently has no dress on under that 
thin muslin cape, has lost a shoe in the race. Hip ! away we go, 
my partner and I, ** neck and neck," the gallop becomes a "trci** 
or " cantor." My partner is certainly a Pegasus, and I am on 
the " rack." Ah ! the orchestra has stopped performance. The 
waltz is now in the ascendant, and away we whirl again with an- 
other old lady, who, I perpetually fear, will shake off her curls. 
Were our habiliments diflferent, we might be taken for the an- 
cient Athletae contending for the prize of wrestling. No wonder 
Byron and others have written so touchingly of the waits. It is 
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shockiiig. Ladies who waltz, should really abjure the bulboas 
esculents, and breathe of roses. " No, no— I do not wish to 
dance any more ; I am not a polka man, but prefer to look over 
these card players." The interest is great, where two sous are 
at stake. 

And so the scene continues from eight o'clock in the evening, 
to two and a half in the morning, interrupted only by the en- 
trance of a liquid, called grog — Washingtonians need not be 
alarmed — it tastes of nothing but sugar and water, though, on a 
close examination, by the olfactories, the presence of a slight 
hom<Bopathic dose of some kind of spirit is detected. 

On inquiry, it is discovered, that at this rSunion, there b 
a Portuguese, a Gennan, a Scotchman, and an American. Our 
hostess is fond of lions, and she has got together a collection of 
birds, who warble different tongues ; the consequence is, that, 
confined in so small a cage, all are uneasy and ennuy^. I in- 
quired of several the names of their neighbors — none knew. In- 
troductions are not thought of. 

You, who live in a city, which has once had its ball-room in a 
g^ve-yard, will not be surprised, if you find in this letter, but a 
single step between my description of a dance and that of a fu- 
neral. Such is actual life. The house of feasting is often the 
very next door to the house of mourning. One cannot have had 
his eyes open in travelling along through tho world, who has 
(ailed to observe that painful and startling intermingling of comic 
and tragical events, so vividly depicted by the master-hand of 
Shakspeare. 

To-day I chanced to be passing the Church of St. Sulpice, 
just as a funeral procession was leaving its portals. A few daya 
ago I witnessed a similar scene. There is nothing remarkable in 
either of these events, nothing can be more common than they 
were. It is this very commonness, which makes them penetrate 
the thoughtful soul so deeply, and renders them worthy of no- 
tice. The pageant, which is now passing before me, is the fune- 
ral of a rich man. A long line of black carriages, drawn by 
black horses, and driven by coachmen in black, followed a hearse 
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in the Bame sombre color, with numerous curtains, adorned with 
* silver lace and tassels, ostrich plumes, and other bravery. The 
noble horses, fretting \mder the bit, 'tossed their heads, richly 
decked with feathers, in the air. The sexton, in his long official 
robe, with cocked hat in hand, opened the coach doors for those 
who were to follow the honorable dead to the cemetery of Moxmt 
Parnassus ; and with nimierous bows, apparently regardless oi 
crumpling his snowy neckcloth, ushered them in. The portals 
of the church were concealed by an ample curtain, similarly em- 
bellished ; and within, immediately before the altar, was erected 
a temporary mausoleimi <^ black hangings to the memory of the 
deceased. 

The poor man's way to the grave contrasts very sadly with all 
this pompous marshalling of the opulent to his marble tomb. 
Nothing, in fact, can differ more, unless it be their several jour- 
neys through the perpetual hard toil, and boundless gratifications 
of their respective lives. It is not enough, it seems, to maintain 
these distinctions while they live ; but they must be thrust as far 
as possible into the silent mansions of the departed ; and, if it 
were practicable, the humble dead would be left literally " to 
bury their dead." We shall see in the other funeral occanon* 
to which I alluded, how nearly, in some places, they have ap- 
proached the point of requiring the deceased poor to walk to 
the grave themselves. 

It was the obsequies of a — ^nobody— evidently not " a feather 
in the cap*' of any undertaker. A priest, in his long black 
robe and cocked hat, hurries along, as fast as possible, with 
his prayer-book under his arm. He threads the ciowded street, 
dexterously dodges the numerous obstructions in the way, occa- 
sionally slipping on the muddy pavement, in his haste to finish the 
small job, which he has undertaken, of burying a poor man. 
After him, but scarcely able to keep equal pace with the holy man, 
encumbered as he was with his burden, came a person with a 
rough unpainted box upon his shoulder, containing the remains 
of mortality. This sweating porter was in his shirt-sleeves, 
which, unfortunately for the credit of the funeral procession, were 
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not clean. No matter. Nobody but myself obaenred it Final* 
ly, came the monrnera. I should apeak more correctly in the 
singular, for there was but one, who strode ahmg, hk sabots 
keeping time with the clinking of the living heaise before. 

** DdAth cuts down all. 
Both great and fmaU." 

as the Primer beauttfuHy aaith. 

8 
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their midst was a young child of some five years of age, who ia 
called " r Amour" He was clothed in a white muslin frock, with 
short sleeves. Around his head was a wreath of roses. I pitied 
this child, for the day was very cold. On the Sunday previoufl 
his little arms were purple, and he trembled involuntarily. En- 
yeloped in a cloak and in my thick clothing, I was uncomfortable 
on this, one of the coldest days of the season. In the court yard 
of the palace the procession halted. The King, Queen, and the 
young Count of Paris, the heir to the throne, came out upon the 
balcony, and saluted the dense crowd, which filled the place. It 
grieved me to notice the feeble shouts of the people at the ap- 
pearance of the King. I longed to hear those old walls ring, 
and his ears to be regaled with such huzzas as greet Daniel Web- 
ster, or any of our great men, when coming before the people. I 
was sorry to see another proof of the little appreciation the peo- 
ple have for a monarch, the wisest in the world, who consults 
with great tact the best interests of France. 

At a sign from the King, the cortege dismounted, and, while 
some danced the Polka to the fine music of the band, others at 
his particular invitation, entered the palace, bearing with them 
" Love," who probably was not sorry to have an opportunity to 
warm his chilled members. During this inter>'iew, an incident 
worthy of notice occurred. While the attention of the royal 
family was otherwise directed, one of the butchers, in the garb 
of a courtier of the time of Louis XIV, made his appearance in 
the balcony, which a short time previous had been occupied by 
the King. He was received by the crowd with great cheering. 
A liveried menial, authoritatively striking hun upon the back, 
soon brought him to nis proper place. The intcr\new finished, 
they returned to their proper stations, the cort^e again com- 
menced its march, the King retired, and shortly after the court- 
yard was empty. The poor ox too soon finished his journey, and 
duly killed and dressed, was eaten, a portion by the royal family 
of France, another portion forwarded to London, formed a part 
of the Lent dinner of Queen Victoria and her spouse — Marshal 
8oult and the other ministers shared the remainder — and thw 
ended the days of the P^re Goiiot of 1846. 
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The evening of this day was spent by many of the inhabitants 
of Paris, in attending the masked balls, of which there were some 
twenty. The balls at the barriers were also folly attended. These 
are at the places called Bastringtun, Outside of the barriers are 
the houses and gardens of traiteurs, a kind of victualler. They 
are called guinguettes ; and here the lower classes resort in g^reat 
numbers to drink and to eat ; for the wine and provisions not hav- 
ing paid the tax» which is levied by the government on every 
article brought withm the city walls, can be afforded of a better 
quality for the same money. For instance, a bottle of Burgundy 
wine pays eight cents duty, and is worth twenty cents in the city. 
In these guinguettes it may be obtained for nearly half the money. 
When a guinguette adds an orchestra and a ball-room to its other 
attractions, it is called a bastringue. At the barrier St. Martin 
there are numerous places of this sort, and, for a great number 
of years, there has existed a custom at the close of the Carnival, 
after finishing the bal-masqu^s of the city, for all the maskers 
to ride to this barrier. This has received the name of " the de- 
scent of the masks." In order to see it in the company of my 
friends, I arrived at the barrier at four o'clock, a. m. It being 
then too early, the city balls not having finished, we went into 
one of these bastringues. The price of admission was twenty 
cents, or one franc each, and entitled us to admission and a bottle 
of wine a- piece, either white or red Burgundy, and of quite a 
good quality. See us then entering with a bottle in one hand, a 
tumbler in the other, with hat askew, endeavoring to have the 
appearance of ** being no better than we should be," — a very 
necessary precaution in this quarter of the city, and at this time 
of night. At tables around the room were seated the men, wo- 
men and children of the lowest classes of society, some eating, 
all drinking. The soiled dresses gave a not very pleasant odor 
to the place. On one side, an orchestra of perhaps a dozen mu- 
sicians were hard at work, and before them sixty or more dancing 
with great enerj^*, evidently cndeavorinjr to " get their money's 
worth." The space for dancing was surrounded by a fence, to 
ke<»p off the cn>wd, for th<» dancers paid for each performance 
^\'it cents. At tlie end of the figure the place was vacated, and 
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a man at the gates took his toll on each one, as he entered. Some 
time was passed here quite pleasantly, but soon, the maskers 
beginning to arrive, we went into the street to view them. For 
several hours we stood witnessing the constant succession of car- 
riages passing by, filled with women and men, some having lan- 
terns or torches, laughing and shouting, and at seven in the morn- 
ing we retired, the current still rolling on. 

This custom, like many of the others connected with the ob- 
servance of the Carnival, is fast wearing away, and now it is 
observed more as a matter of habit, than one of real interest. 
Indeed, the observance of the ceremonies connected with the 
Catholic church, are here very much neglected. Their feast days 
and fast days pass like all others, and are known only by the 
sound of the bells, which announce them. If you enter the 
churches on any of these days, unless perhaps on Christmas, yoa 
find but very few worshippers. The marriages are solemnized in 
the churches, but those that are married are, when there, inat- 
tentive to the service, and employed, sometimes in conversing, 
sometimes in laughing. I have even seen the bridegroom with 
great difficulty restraining his laughter. The Catholic religion 
prescribes a peculiar diet for particular seasons, yet few conform 
to it, and, when asked the reason, and on being charged with not 
being Catholics, they reply, that they are Catholics, but not 
" devotes.** I inquired of several, what they said when they went 
to confession ? They replied, that " they merely answered the 
questions of the priest.*' But did you not confess, literally speak- 
ing, any sin that yon had committed ? *' If he asked me, I did, 
sometimes,** Thus, the confessional is merely a dead-letter, a 
form only. I am afraid that the character of the priests in gen- 
eral, is not such as to raise the standard of religion, or even of 
morality. Many of the better classes, of both sexes, have said to 
me, after conversing upon their habits with that freedom, which 
is done only in France, " I Hke the religion ver}' much, but I do 
not like the priests." The grisettes have given me descriptions 
of their actions and conversation, even in the confessional, which 
sfe equal to anything in the book published as the disclosures of 
Monk. For their truth I cannot vouch. They hi^» bow- 
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erer, been told me hj more than one, names mentioned, and 
eren the churches to which they were attached, the description 
of the person, drc. drc. They are such, that if true, must neces- 
sarQj sink their reputation m the eyes of every one. Is it 
strange, that with such a clergy, or at least with the general be- 
lief among the community of their character, 'that the reputation 
of the church should decline? 

His holiness, the Pope,* is in not much better repute. Falser 
hood, however, is the crime alleged to him. The passion for 
wearing decorations is here the mania, as that for wearing the title 
of Major, or General, is m the United States. The order of the 
Holy Cross, m the gift of the Pope, may be bought, as I am credi- 
bly informed, for fifty dollars, from his ambassador, and with it, a 
statement from the Pope himself, that it was earned by some meri- 
torious deed, which is mentioned with numerous particulars, done 
in behalf of the church. I question, if the Puseyites in receiv- 
ing the creed, accept the Pope ancf his clergy with it. The 
Protestants of Paris have a much higher reputation. They are 
styled by the Catholics devotes. 

* Oregofy XVL Siaoe dMMsed. 
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WiATRiR — FuiL — Poor — Grand Opera — Viiitnisi Daitcxvo GniLS— 
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JoHfYILLX — PkRSIANI — MaRIO — JULIA GrIZI. 

This has been an uncomfortable winter. I would not com- 
plain, merely because the French langtiage is a stranger to the 
word comfort ; but the misery is, that comfort \& not to be met 
with anywhere, neither in the language, nor the houses, nor the 
streets. Many of the latter are shockingly muddy and destitute 
of trottdrs; and the sidewalks, where any exist, are so narrow, 
that it is necessary to step into the gutter, to permit another per- 
son to pass. Without being very cold, the weather is often ex- 
cessively chilly. On the day of the meeting of the Chamber of 
Deputies in the latter part of December, a fog, as dense as any 
that float over the river Connecticut in a sunmier's morning, en- 
veloped the city, completely shrouding the king and the whole 
military host from view. It lasted all the day and night, the 
impenetrable darkness of which resisting every effort to disperse 
it by extra lights at the comers of the streets, occasioned serious 
accidents. Such is the state of things abroad. The administra- 
tion of affairs within doors is very little better. In the ordinary 
sort of residences, a room is separated from the rest of the house 
by a frame covered with paper. The windows are large, and 
open with a hinge. These are frail defences against a wintry 
atmosphere ; for snow and ice are not uncommon visitants at 
Paris. The means of warming these airy dwellings is, perhaps, a 
white China stove ; and the heat, evolved by the combustion of 
green wood, of course takes French leave up the chimney. I 
believe it impossible to get dry wood here, because it Lb sold by 
weight. 
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For several days past, the weather has been cold and warm, 
wet and dry. The thermometer has fallen to 14° Fahrenheit, and 
the cold has quite terrified the people, unaccustomed to such 
severitj. The Seine was frozen over a few days, sufficiently to 
suspend navigation. This, apparently a trivial matter, was of 
very great importance to the inhabitants, especially the poor; 
for the suspension of navigation immediately produced an ad- 
vance in the price of coal of five cents on the hundred pounds. 
The French custom, which exists among the better classes from 
inclination, and among the lower from necessity, of living ftt>m 
** hand to mouth," obliges them to purchase fuel every week ; so 
that, in case of obstruction in navigation, the stock on hand is 
soon exhausted ; especially at this time, when the consumption 
is much more rapid than usual, in consequence of the augmented 
rigor of the weather. Thus the great evil in this, as in most 
other cases, in France, falls upon the poor. Several slight show- 
ers of snow, which covered the dirty streets with a white coat of 
some two inches in thickness, has entirely destroyed the equili- 
brium of the people. Were they half as active in removing the 
slimy, slippery, filth, which fills most of the thoroughfares, as 
they are in carting away this cleanly visitor, more might be said 
of their neatness, which cannot now be included in the catalogue 
of their virtues. Indeed, the papers are loud in their praises of 
the department for putting three thousand workmen (lialf wo- 
men !) and six hundred carts, in employ to remove the snow, and 
empty it mto the Seine. 

Saturday evening I attended the Grand Opera, on the occa- 
sion of the benefit of thirty-six young dancing girls from Vienna. 
These children are between the ages of four and fifteen years, 
and their astonishing performances have drawn a crowd during 
six weeks, which has filled the largest theatre in Paris. On this 
evening, notwithstanding the prices were nearly doubled, (vary- 
ing from one dollar to four, according to the situation) the house 
was crammed to its utmost capacity. The play of Moli^re's 
Le Bouffffoise Oentilhomme, afforded an excellent opportu- 
nity for these performers. The Polka and Mazourka were intro- 
duced with great effect. The novel and difficult figures, and the 
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extraordinary skill of these little children, brought down thunders 
of applause. Though viewing them with pleasure, I could not 
banish the thought, that their lot at present was similar to that 
of dancing dogs ; that their wonderful art and grace were not 
acquired in the splendid satin robes, which they then wore, but 
in soiled rags, and at the expense of reproofs and blows. Their 
sweet countenances, as yet unused to dissimulation, too plainly 
revealed the fact, that this exhibition, causing transports to 
others, was a weary labor to them. But when the beholder 
thinks of their future life, his pleasure is still further diminished. 
Young and innocent now, very soon they become kept mistress- 
es, and their descent is afterwards rapid to the condition of the 
common courtezan, the street-sweeper, the inmate of the hospital, 
the subject of the dissecting-room ! Here we leave them — the 
secrets of another world are not, as yet, unfolded. 

The " Ball of Gustavus," among others of reputation, intro- 
duced Mademoiselle Carlotta Grisi, who, after Ellsler and Cerito, 
holds the first rank as a dancer ; Taglioni's departure from the 
stage making her the third on the list. According to the opin- 
ion of many, sanctioned by the general applause, which she 
elicited, 

" She ne*er danced better, 
Every footstep fell af lightly 
As the moonbeam on the waters." 

In the concluding dance by the Viennese, some one, instead of 
a bouquet, more wisely threw upon the stage several boxes of 
sugar-plums, the breaking of which caused more activity than 
grace among them. Those, who thought them Cupids before, 
suffered a terrible shock in their feelings by the sudden meta- 
morphosis. 

Among the distinguished spectators were the Duchess D'Au- 
male, and the Princess and Prince de Join\'ille. The keenest 
aspirer for rank and station, unless totally devoid of taste, would 
hesitate to accept the eminence of the young prince, if he were 
obliged to take with it the princess also. To hi* sure, he would 
possess a princess of Brazil, and a heap of gold and diamonds, 
but with them must be included a face, whose meet prominent 
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eharacteristic is a long nose, which does not appear less long, or 
iigly» because it is princely ; a skin probably colored by contact 
with Brazilian gold ; and a neck, which, though rivaling the 
swan's in length, certainly does not in whiteness, or in grace. 
Her head-dress, of flamingo colors, was deficient in that taste» 
which belongs to every French woman of the realm. The 
Duchess D'Aumale, though coming from the extreme south of 
Italy, has the complexion of a Saxon. Her face, devoid of coI<Hr» 
is deformed by a nose, which, sjrmpathising with her neighbor's 
in length, has apparently received some blow, which renders it 
somewhat of a pug. This is a term I desire to use with diffi- 
dence, because I fear it may not be often heard at court in rela- 
tion to the nasal organs of royalty. K not, you must pardon me 
for the sake of the truth which it expresses. A feather of a 
bluish tint was very well arranged, and dropped gracefully over 
the left ear. In short, neither they, nor the prince, were ada]>ted 
to make a favorable impression on one, whose ideas of the beauty 
of princesses and princes had been drawn from his researches 
in the Arabian Nights' Entertainments. 

Last evening was the benefit of Madame Orisi, at the Italian 
Opera, and a large company of auditors " assisted," as the 
French phrase has it, at the representation. The evening per- 
formances commenced with the first act of ' La S^ranambula,' by 
Bellini, in which Madame Persiani, and Monsieur Mario soig 
most delightfully. The praises of both of these celebrated ac- 
tors have been wafted all over the world ; it is therefore needless 
for me to attempt a description. Her voice is not powerful, but 
sweet and flexible, and lingers on the ear long after its sounds 
have died away. It is in her graceful execution, that she b most 
distinguished. All vocalists know the great difficulty of singing 
softly, and at the same time well. But Persiani executes the 
most difficult strains upon the lowest and highest keys alike, in 
the most touching manner, when the least noise in the house 
would entirelv drown her notes. Her shakes and trills, like the 
motion of the trembling leaves of the silver aspen, which rustle 
without a brt'iUh of wind, ure performed without apparent effort. 
In personal appearance it cannot be denied, that she is rather 
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plain. " I would not hear her enemies say so." The critics, I 
believe, give her the palm among the artists in Paris. 

Mario is by birth a Prince of Italy, but, like many others of 
that country, was poor. If he is so now, it is his own fault, as 
his large salary at this theatre, and in London, if saved, would 
soon enrich him. In point of rank, he stands below the celebrat- 
ed Rubini, now in St. Petersburg. His voice is a fine tenor, sweet 
and flexible, and is augmented in compass by a falsetto of very 
superior excellence. As an actor, he is not distinguished. The 
second piece, the famous Norma, likewise by Bellini, exhibited 
Grisi in her best character. The residents in and around New 
Jersey, are all familiar with the Opera ; but were they to witness 
the " queen of song," in this her best part, I think they would 
be obliged to confess, that " the half had never been told them 1" 

Though to Grisi, as a singer, is assigned by the critics a rank 
infmor to Persiani, and Dorus Gras of the French Opera, her 
performances are much better liked. This is because she com- 
bines beauty with tragic and musical talent. As a beauty, she is 
not precisely what we should call so in America, where women, 
thus distinguished, must not very much exceed the age of twenty 
years. At forty-five, Madame Grisi is not a rose-bud, but the 
full blown flower. In her, one looks in vain for the delicious tint 
of youth, but this by gaslight is not much needed. In its place 
shines out the matured woman. Her face is oval, full, with regu- 
lar features, Grecian nose, exquisitely beautiful teeth, and black, 
glossy hair, which, in length and beauty, rivals George Sands' 
description of the famous chevelure, of the Princess Quintilian. 
Her eyes may be gray, or blue, or black. One can scarcely 
seize their color, so changeable are they every moment. The 
expression of the countenance, when at rest, is sad, melancholy ; 
but, when excited by the character which she personates, it vivid- 
ly reflects her varying emotions. As a tragedian, I have seen no 
equal in her sex. In the distinct line of tragedy, where plain 
prose is unencumbered with musical expression, I question, if she 
does not surpass even Rachel herself. Though laboring under 
this serious disadvantage, her passages are enunciated with start- 
ling impetuosity. Her tones and acts of tenderness, or passion. 
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posseas a trathfulness, which find a response in the breast of 
erery hearer. If inferior in talent and cultiyation, as a singer^ 
to Persiani, or Dorus Gras, which I am, m jself, unwilling to aUow, 
her immensely powerful voice, far superior to either of her rivals, 
added to her imposing presence, and tragic force, renders her by 
far the superior artist This is evident from the fact, that she is 
engaged for the coming season in London at the Queen's Theatre, 
while Persian! is rejected. 

It is really a pity, that one, so distinguished for talents, should 
be almost as much so for her gallantry. Her history, as far as I 
can learn, is substantially this. She was bom in a small village 
near Milan, where she first appeared. Nothing very remarkable 
distingubhed her performances there. For several years she sang 
unnoticed, till accident brought her to Paris. Following the for« 
tunes of a banished lover, she broke her theatrical engagement, 
and the next we hear of her is on the French stage, and at the 
same time the mistress of an English nobleman. Her beauty and 
talents induced Lord Castlereagh to overlook her character as a 
woman, and he soon after married her. After a few years, being 
divorced by law, and once more free, she Uved with the celebrat- 
ed composer Bellini (who wrote for her ' / Puritant,*) till his 
death, when she passed to the great singer Rubini, now at St. 
Petersburg. On his departure, his place in the affections of this 
apparently easily pleased woman, was soon supplied by his sue* 
cessor at the opera, Mario. This lady, whose talents and beauty 
may shade, but cannot conceal her faults, was received on thb 
night of her benefit with boundless plaudits, and pelted with 
bouquets throiighout the evening. At the close of the perform 
mance, when called out to receive the homage of the audience, 
her path was titerally on flowers. Wreaths and bouquets almost 
covered the stage, thrown by the fair hands of the nobility and 
beauty of France. Her salary for six months in Paris is iizty 
thousand dollars, and it is the same in London. 
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LoTi or CouwTRT — Daicoir of Assassination — Tapis Frawcs— Pmt- 
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The reception of letters from home, after a lapse of almost 
five months without the least tidings, has a very enlivening effect* 
I am astonished at the avidity with which I seek for news from 
America, though of persons and things of which I possessed no 
previous knowledge : every thing is attended with interest. Ah ! 
the ties that bind one to his country are strong indeed. They 
live in the forest of his recollections. They are bound strongly 
around the family tree, and run along its numerous branches. 
They cling to the stumps of old friendships, which seem to have 
received new life, and wind themselves around the imfading 
image of schoolboy days, which, like the solitary pine, a scathed 
and blackened remnant of a noble company, that have passed 
away forever, still exists, a pleasant \nsion in the soul, though 
draped by sorrow and bereavement. They are twisted together 
with old loves, which, though their verdant tops have been long 
since dead, remain firmly fixed in the heart. 

One may well think of home, when it is so uncertain whether 
he will ever see again the shores of his native countr}\ Not only 
does he encounter the chances of a natural death from change 
of climate, the dangers of the sea, and the accidents of travel by 
land, but even when quietly at rest in his Paris home, he is sub- 
ject to one unknown in the United States. The hazard of assas- 
sination is by no means slight, and is equally dreaded by the 
man of courage and the timid. To give you a faint conception, 
I will mention a few circumstances, which have lately happened 
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in this city, filled as it is with troops constantly on guard in nu- 
merous places ; with agents of police, and secret spies of gOTem- 
ment. One can scarcely go ten steps at midday or midnight^ 
without meeting some of these gentry. Notwithstanding this, a 
young woman walking, a short time ago, through the rery hflurt 
of the city, was met, near the Italian Opera House, by a well- 
dressed man, who, after passing her, turned suddenly round, and 
placed a mask of pitch upon her face, so that she could neither 
call for assistance, nor even breathe. He bound her fast, and, 
after robbing her of one dollar and serenty-five cents, left her to 
her fate. Fortunately, she was soon discorered and her mask 
removed, before she was entirely suffocated. This was trans- 
acted almost under the eyes of the guard, and at only eleven 
o'clock at night. 

Scarcely two weeks ago, the police surrounded the guin- 
puettes and tapis /ranes, at the barrier of St. Martm's, which 
I Tinted a short time before, and gave you a slight description of> 
m a recent letter. The readers of Eugene Sue's " Mysteries of 
Paris," very well know the character of the tapis /rone. They 
took from them two hundred and ninety-nine persons, and put 
Ihem into prison. On a sulwequent examination, one hundred 
and ninety-nine of them, who could give a satisfactory account 
of their manner of living, were set at liberty. The remaining 
one hundred are retained for trial. Among them are numerom 
murderers, thieves, and other felons. An entire band of assas- 
sins and thieves, to the number of eighteen, was included in this 
single draught of the net of the police. 

In a part of one of these tapis /rones, called the Cave, was 
found the body of a murdered man. 

Ten days ago, the chief of a band of murderers and robben 
was guillotined. Though but twenty-three years of age, young 
Fourrier had confessedly killed twenty-four men ! I hope tlitt 
this is not a specimen of the Fourrier system, which my friend 
Horace Greely so warmly and ably advocates. I saw his body 
and head in the dissecting-room. His physiognomy would not 
lead any one to doubt the truth of the charges alleged against him. 

A carriage was Stopped, a few nights since, in front of Men- 




52 OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. 

rice's Hotel — the resort of all American and English travellers — 
and its occupants plundered at nine in the eve ! Coming still 
nearer, only Monday evening last, in the next street to me, a man 
was assassinated and robbed of two or three dollars at ten 
o'clock in the night. In this short street there is a guard -house, 
and having a friend residing there, I have been accustomed to 
pass through it at all hours of the night. 

Some of my brave Americans may ask me, " Why do you not 
carry arms, so that when you see a suspicious individual ap- 
proiiching you may be ready ?" In answer to this I say, the 
assassins are not suspicious looking indi\iduals. As you are 
walking in the street, you pass a well-dressed man, who instantly 
turns, and the first suspicion of your danger is derived from feel- 
ing a poniard in the back. 'Tis then too late to stand on the 
defensive, and draw your dagger. In a moment you are robbed, 
and thrown over the quay into the Seine. The next morning 
your friends, seeking for you, find your body in the Morgue. 

This structure has been often described. It is a building ap- 
propriated for a receptacle of all persons found dead in the city. 
As I pass by it, on my way to the hospital " Hotcl-Dieu," I fre- 
quently look in. What tales of suflfering those gloomy walls 
might tell, could they but echo back the groans of the many 
wretches, that have therein been deposited ! The poor seduced 
girl, who in despair has thrown herself from the quay into the 
rapid, turbid Seine, is fished up, brought hither, stripped of all 
her clothing, which is hung up by her side, a soiled cloth placed 
upon her loins, and exposed for public exhibition. Here, too, is 
brought the miserable and decrepid man, who has died from cold 
and hunger at the comer of a street. But no one claims his 
withered, meagre body, and he is carried to the silent tomb in a 
coffin of rough boards, without a relative to follow him to the 
grave, or a friend to shed a tear. Poverty begets no friends. 

To change the subject, let me tell you of a concert which I 
attended on the 20th. It was given by the celebrated Henri 
Hen, whose music is in the hands of every one in the United 
States. It was held at half-past one o'clock, p. m., in his Balooo. 
This is one of the most magnificent rooms in Paris. Its lohj 
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walls are supported by nimierouB richly oarred and gilt piDan, 
and ornamented with portraits in fresco of Weber» Beethomt, 
and othera. The whole interior was radiant with gold, and this 
mommg, with diamonds, bright eyes, and beaming faces. The 
performances consisted principally of duos, trios» imd quartettes 
upon the piano, by the pupik of Hers, together with some fine 
solo singing and solos on the violin and baas-Tiol, or as more fash- 
ionably styled, Tiolincello. Hers himself assisied in one piece, 
but it was not one calculated to exhibit his powen. Hie most 
peculiar compositions were the following : " Orertore of ' PuHs 
d^Amour,* Balfe, arranged for fifteen pianos by IL BiUard, and 
executed by thiaty pupik." *' Overture of ' Semiramide/ Bosini» 
arranged for sixteen pianos and ^ecuted by thfar^-two pupils. 
These were produced with very fine eflfoet Such a number of 
instruments of this kind played together, is, I think, a novelty, 
even in Paris. This concert was entirely gratuitous, and intend- 
ed to exhibit the proficiency of the pupils, many of whom had 
gamed prizes. The pianists were all young girls, whose ages va- 
ried from twelve to twenty. The youngest indeed exacted as 
well, if not better, than any ci the others. In short, it was a 
performance which well sustained the reputation of theur instructor. 
In music and dancing one frequently has a pot-pourri. I thinkt 
that a similar melange of tittle-tattle, odds-and-ends, and gossip, 
may well enough serve the turn of bringing this letter to a closOi 
Voila I Two great men honor Paris with their presenoe. Lord 
Brougham, and General Tom Thumb. M. Michelet, the celebra- 
ted lecturer and writer, has lately issued a work, of which the 
first edition was almost immediately sold ; the second edition be- 
ing issued in three weeks. It is entitled " The priest, the wiCb* 
the family.'* The attack, commenced m previous works against the 
clergy, as at present existing, is kept up with great spirit IL 
Michelet lectures three times a week at the college of FVanoe to a 
most crowded audience, who come from half-an-hour to an-lmnr 
beforehand to obtain a seat A celebrated Abb6 who has attempt- 
ed to answer hb charg<Mi, lecturing with more warmth than judg- 
ment, has been compelled to discontinue his course by order of 
goverament. 
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The treatise on Midwifery by Chailly, of this city, translated by 
Dr. Bedford of New York, has passed into a second edition here, 
much augmented, and improved. The medical community await 
with great impatience a treatise on the same subject by the cele- 
brated Paul Dubois, who is at the head of this branch in France. 
It is the labor of many years, and besides containing all the pre- 
vious information in relation to it up to the present time, will be 
enriched with new tnatter, derived from the investigation of its 
talented author. It is said that the work is already in the hands 
of the publishers. 

Another hospital is shortly to be commenced in this city, to be 
called the Louis Philippe. 

M. Magendie read on Monday last, in the name of a committee 
of the Academy, composed of Messrs Gambey, Velpeau, Rayer 
and Magendie, a report upon an artificial arm presented by M. 
Van Petersen, a Dutch sculptor. ** It is not one of the least pro> 
digies of human industry to be able in some sort to re-construct 
the work of the Creator by repairing destroyed organs, and even 
replacing them entirely, by means of mechanical apparatus. The 
new invention, which M. Magendie has made known to the Acade- 
my, the object of which is to replace the entire arm, and even 
both of them, is certainly one of the boldest of its kind ; and the 
service, which it promises to render to a large number of mutil- 
ated unfortunates, accounts for the interest with which the com- 
mittee are examining it. To replace the arm and hand in all the 
extent, variety, rapidity and precision, which nature has given to 
the motion of this member, is doubtless a thing impossible ; and 
the inventor exhibits no such lofty pretensions. He proposes 
only to give to persons deprived of their arms, the power of per- 
forming for themselves actions the most simple and necessary to 
existence. The committee of the Academy have seen the inven- 
tion of M. Van Petersen upon five mutilated individuals, and 
among others upon an invalid, who has been deprived of both 
arms ever since the wars of the empire, and who, by the aid of 
two artificial arms, took with hb hand a full glass, carried it to 
his mouth, drank from it without spilling a drop, and then re- 
placed the glass upon the table, from which he had taken it 
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tame disabled man can pick up a pin, take hold of a sheet 
of paper, &c. 

The artificial arm of M. Van Petersen, is not adapted indifler- 
entlj to all, who hare lost an arm ; those only, who hare pre- 
served untouched the superior part of the humerus, are fitted to 
profit by it, and it can render no service to those who have no 
stump, and have submitted to an amputation of the shoulder. 
The invention is composed of three partS|i» articulated and move- 
able, which represents the arm, the forearm, and the hand. This 
last composes a kind of wrist, with fingers of triple phalanges, 
moveable, and maintained in a firm state of flexion and resistaaee 
with the thumb by springs. The whole weighs scarcely five hun- 
dred grammes, (equal to about a pound of the standard weight 
of the mint of Paris.) The stump of the maimed arm is recdved 
in a cavity of the machine, and the following is the contrivance* 
by the aid of which M. Van Petersen has succeeded in making 
the different parts play upon one another. A corset is fastened 
over the breast To this corset are attached catgut strings, some 
of which are fixed to the forearm, others to the fingers. When 
the maimed man carries the stump forward, he exerts attractioii 
upon the forearm, and bends it on the arm. When, on the con- 
trary, he moves it backward, the forearm stretches out upon the 
arm. It is by this double movement, that the hand is carried to, 
or removed from, the mouth. The movements of the fingers are 
produced by analogous mechanism; and the committee have 
been struck with the celerity and precision, to which mutilated 
persons have arrived in executing them. The idea of employing 
a corset, as a support necessary to overcome the resistance of 
mechanical fingers shut by springs, is not new. Quite recently* 
Grafe had indicated the part, which might be drawn upon for the 
construction of a mechimical arm ; but no one, until now, haa 
been able to execute this project, at least with the success which 
M. Van Petersen has obtained. The committee think, that the 
invention of the latter is preferable to any, that has been pre- 
viously conc(*ived with the same design. They hope, that the 
author will bt* able to improve it still further, and especially to 
reduce lU pnce, m) as to render it accessible to the amputated 
poor and to mutilated soldiers." 




X, 

Fashions — Birtb-Dat or WASHiKOTOjf — Ball ow thi Amikican Miir- 
isTER — ExpiirsKs OP THK Embasst — Ball OP TBS Capi Tortoki. 

" What !" — ^I think I hear the ladies say — " so many weari- 
some long letters, and not a line about the idol of our hearts ! 
Among dingy princesses with long noses, and splendid actresses 
with short-comings, the empress herself, who rules them all, has 
been wholly overlooked. And this, too, in her own metropolis, 
and in the very seat of her fascinating court. How is it, that 
yoa only find time to prose away about women who wear masks 
and breeches, and poor he-devils too indigent to get either; 
artistes of good heeU, or voices, rewarded with salaries of one 
hundred thousand dollars a year, and miserable beings, of good 
hearts, who starve in the shadow of the theatres and opera 
houses, where crowds are paying their costly and noisy homage 
to those frail divinities that reign within ? Pray, say no more 
about a nation who cannot do without a king, and yet don*t 
know when they have got a good one — till you have told us 
what the fashion is." 

Really, I wonder at the ovendght myself. Beside a dozen 
more jis good, the intrinsic difficulty of the subject must be an 
ample apology. The painter could not catch the Protean fea- 
tures of the inimitable Garrick. Which of you can stay the eva- 
nescent shapes and tints of the simset clouds, while you are put- 
ting them down upon the canvas ? If one passes along the 
streets of Paris to see the modc» he is, at the very outset, " in 
a sea of trouble." Two persons can hardly be met with, who 
agree in dresa. Enter into any place, a hat or bonnet shop, for 
instance, and inquire for their goods in the best style, a half doien 
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will be shown, all of which the polite tenders aBsnre joOf 
are equally in the fashion, and equally worn. Eyery body in the 
the United States knows rery well, that the fashions there origi- 
nate in Paris ; but, erery body asks, whence do the Parisians 
get them? This is the important secret, which I am about 
to tell. It was disclosed to me by the highest possible author- 
ity — ^which you will all acknowledge to be so, too— a fw t7/t mr 
in the best street in the Latin quarter, where I reside. In the 
meantime, pray ladies don't allow yourselves to be thwilniig of 
caps and bonnets, for if you do, not all the " Brown's and Pns* 
ton's Inexhaustible Smelling Salts " will prevent a hysterical fit, 
after you have heard the secret. When I certify, that this ac- 
complished woman has had twenty years' experience in the busi- 
ness, I think you will allow, that I know how fashions are in- 
rented without the shadow of a doubt 

Take a stroll in Broadway on any fine day, and you will ob- 
senre, that every one is dressed alike. The coat is cut the same, 
the pants arc apparently turned out by a machine, and boots 
have toes of the same curve, and heels of the same height I 
wonder, if those petit-maitreM, who plume themselves on being 
Mm ckauuty know, that stable-boys in Paris sport Frtnck hooU, 
If they are indeed aware of this surprising fact, is it not strange, 
that they should worship them, as they do ? The freedom ei- 
isting here in the selection of one's dress allows, it must be 
obvious, the exercise of taste. If any one b pleased to think, 
that a particular shape, or combination of color would be becom- 
ing, a garment is forthwith constructed according to her faney. 
Another is struck with the phenemenon, approves its taste, and 
straightway orders one like it Thus many styles have at the 
same time their respective partisans ; but that which obtains the 
largest suffrage is said to culminate, and is thenceforth pro- 
nounced the fashion. Thereupon it is forwarded to Ameriea, 
and seised upon in haste by all, each expanding its peculiarities in 
tho most outr6 manner, in her eagerness to outdo her neighbors, 
and become the most fashionable. One says, that bustles are the 
fashion ; yt^t six in Paris mi^ht bo made of the hair, straw, bran 
or cotton, that go to the cumpositi<m of one, which forms the 
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beautiful outline of a Broadway belle. At present, indeed, an- 
other texture is said to usurp the throne ; but it is not to be 
expected, that I should know any thing concerning it. 

At several recent balls, where I have been present, I observed 
the different toilets quite critically ; but it is a difficult matter to 
decide what was the rage, silks or satins, muslins or velvets. In 
one thing all agreed, that diamond tiaras, necklaces, ear-rings, dbc. 
Ac, were in good taste, provided the stones were as large as 
small filberts. The toilet for young men consists of black dress 
coat and pants, vest of white marseilles embroidered, with a cra- 
vat of black satin, or white stamped cotton, only long enough to 
tie in front ; or a vest of cassimere embroidered with silk, with 
a white cravat, as above. Full toilet requires pumps and silk 
hose. 

Last evening was passed by most of the Americans in Paris in 
the same manner as they have been accustomed to spend at home 
the anniversary of the birth of Washington. Mr. King, our ex- 
ceUent minister at the court of France, opened his house on this 
occasion for the reception of the Americans in Paris, and such 
others as were interested in the welfare of America. This was 
the first ball that his health has permitted him to give this win- 
ter, and I think, since his arrival in the country. Unfortunately 
the change, from the dry and warm atmosphere of his own state 
to this constantly damp and cold city, prevents his seeing his 
coimtrymen so often as his natural hospitality would dictate. At 
this time, however, the Americans in Paris were collected togeth- 
er for the first time. I found several old acquaintances and 
townsmen, who I imagined to be still at home, where I had left 
them. It was quite late, near eleven o'clock, when I arrived, 
having b<»on detained by the breaking down of my hack. As I 
entered the spacious apartments, and saw the graceful forms in 
the maz<»8 of the whirling waltz, I did not think the Americans 
were far behind the French, either in beauty or any other respect. 
The only ornament to the rooms was a portrait of Washington, a 
copy by Healy, from the celebrated original, belongin'^, 1 believe, 
but am not sure, to Lord Landsdown. It was, at any rate, a por- 
trait of the incomparable Washington, and that was enough to 
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arouse all our patriotic ardor. It is abraoge, how litde the 
French know of this great man. One of them» on reading mj 
invitation, which stated that it was in honor of the birth of Wash- 
ington, very inquisitivelj asked, VaMnffUm, VoikimffUmf fid 
at ee{ VaskingUm la f At the palace of Ytfrsailles there li a 
picture representing a scene in American historj, where Oeneral 
Rochambeau is placed in a most o<Hispicuoua sitoation, and 
Washington is cast quite into the shade by his greatnesa. Ei- 
otics and other flowers embellished, and, at the same time, acat* 
tered delightful odors throughout the saloona. Snnomided hj 
those who spoke the same language, and whoae bfeasta ware 
swelled by similar emotions for the first time in iUa land cf 
strangers, I felt myself at home. Here were £ur eiamplea of 
the grace and beauty of the cities of New York, Philadelphia^ 
Boston, Charleston, New Orleans, as well as specimens of bd- 
Inlity and station in the persons of the Prince and Princess da 
JoinTille, Duke de Montpensier, the Austrian, Prussian, and 
other repsesentatiyes at this Court, and many of the nobilikj cf 
Enghind and other countries. The news of the decease of the 
brother of the British Ambassador preroited the attendance cf 
Lord Cowley. I had the honor of dancing the Polka seferal 
times with a pretty, graceful, and animated grand-daughter of 
General Lafayette. The present consul, Mr. Walsh, the ez-eoii* 
sul Mr. Draper, and their families, were among the gueslB. 
Mens. Guizot, whose health would not allow him to be there b 
person, sent his regrets, stating his great reaped for the meoMy 
of the illustrious American patriot. 

With such music, as was poured around by Tolbeoque, aid 
lus celebrated band, which never Csils to infuse life and aetifitjr 
mto all, who could possibly stand still? Polkas, maaourkaa^ 
waltxes, deux tempt it troU, and quadrilles permitted the taste of 
every one to be gratified. Moreover, we discovered that ** Ya&» 
kee Doodle*' makes a capital quadrille. 

An excellent table in an adjoining room, loaded with every 
delicacy, allowed the guests to refresh themselves as they wished. 
Behind it the head sen-ant of Mr. King directed his assistanta. 
He is a tall, intelligent negro, and appears devotedly attached to 
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his master. I said to him one day, " I am very glad to see you, 
it looks to me so much like home.*' " Ah, yes/' said he, " but it is 
not home ; I shall be glad to return." This man, though free, 
and in a country where the blacks and whites are on an equal 
footing, and beautiful white women are occasionally seen prome- 
nading arm-in-arm with them in the streets, and though gratified 
here with having numerous white servants under his direction, 
still prefers his southern home, with all the degradations to which 
he is there exposed. At four o'clock the ball broke up, the or- 
chestra playing " Hail Columbia," which received the plaudits 
of the company, when all returned to their temporary homes, to 
dream, I fancy, of their real ones, so far distant. 

The American Minister is about to exchange this house for 
a smaller. His expenses, though giving few dinner parties and 
no balls, amount to scarcely less than seventy dollars a day. The 
wood bill alone for a year is fourteen himdred dollars. I was on 
the pomt of exclaiming, increase the salaries of the French and 
Knglish ambassadors, or else abolish their offices, when a sudden 
thought quite checked my indignation. How many men have 
■acrifieed, and are perhaps this moment sacrificing their ease, 
and, I am afraid, in some cases, their consciences too, at home, 
in order to obtain these same costly, but honorable, offices abroad ! 

Writing to you of one party reminds me of another, which I 
attended lately. A slight description of it may give some notion 
of the difference between the customs of this city and the United 
States, which, for convenience sake, I hope may some time or 
other be expressed by a more appropriate name. I would not 
quarrel with Atlanta or Telluria, Columbia, Yankecdom, or Inter- 
oceanos, since I could then inform a questioner who I am, which 
is not an easy thing to do at present. 

The party was given at the cafe Tortoni, on the Boulevard des 
Italiens. Who, that has ever been at Paris, has not often heard 
of the celebrated ices of the cafe Tortoni ? I do not say ice 
creams, because they are composed of neither crenm nor milk ; 
but flavored with every article almost that man was ever induced 
to taste from the beginning of time till now. Raspberry, stnnv- 
berry, lomon, and such like, of course, are used, and choi'olatt.'. 
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coffee, mm, and all sorts of liqueurs. Thinking of these unpar- 
alleled manufactures has involuntarily led my pen astray ; pardon I 
we will return to the ball. 

Madame, the hostess, imfortunately knew few gentlemen, and« 
as French ladies drink no tea, she justly considered that a party 
of none but ladies might possibly be quite stupid. I think, my-* 
self, she was right. But how could she obtain these desirable 
gentlemen, namely, those who could dance, and walti, and polka? 
You will be surprised to be informed, that half the gentlemen 
have not these valuable gifts, though we have alwayv thought 
that Frenchmen brought them with them at their birth. So she 
asked a friend of hers to invite six gentlemen to come and danoe# 
eat her ices, and be agreeable. Unluckily, the male acquamt* 
ances of her friend proved to be not more numerous than her 
own, so she asked my hostess — who asked me, and I — asked three 
American friends. On my accepting, the husband of the friend 
came to make my acquaintance the evening of the ball. We 
agreed to meet at the place. Arriving there before him, we illf 
tended to wait in the anteroom till his appearance. In this we 
were prevented by the host, who, on hearing the name of the 
person who invited us, insisted on our entering. When the gen* 
tleman and bis wife came, he introduced me to her, to whom I 
mtroduced my friends, after which he introduced us all to the 
lad v of the house. 

This is all that etiquette demands. One asks anybody to dance 
with him, whether an acquaintance or not; and after the danoe 
is finished, it is the lady who says, ** I am much obliged to you!" 
When 1 heard this first, I was astonished. I thought it was 
something peculiar and extraordinary, began to be a httle proad« 
and replied, '* Certainly not ; it is I that am indebted." I here 
began to feel the risings of a Turkish senUment, and to question^ 
whether, after all, it is not, m reahty, I that do the favor. Bach 
is the effect of custom. 
4* 
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Tat PRADO— N«W Ykar's Day — Greetings in pritate Life— To MiLh 

TART OpPICERS OF THE NATIONAL GcARDS — To THE KiNG BT FIFTEEN 

HUNDRED Drummers !— Champs Eltsebs — Place Concorde— Obelisk 
OF Luxor — Goat Carriages — Learned Dogs — Punch and Judt. 

I OAVB you, in a former letter, some description of the Masked 
Balls at the Grand Opera in Paris. Every man is naturally de- 
sirous of penetrating the real character of the people among 
whom he may happen to be residing. One, among the many 
ways of acquiring this knowledge, and certainly not the least 
agreeable, is to observe them in their pleasures and amusements. 
It is owing to this reason, that I have already written to you, and 
shall probably continue to write, so largely of balls and parties, 
of public spectacles, and exhibitions of various sorts, and especial- 
ly of such as tend to show the social condition of the population, 
and develope the peculiarities of their domestic relations. It is 
with this view, in conjunction with others, that every stranger is 
induced to visit such a place as the Prado. 

This is a ball-room, situated on one of the islands in the Seine, 
and nearly opposite to the Palace of Justice. This ball rejoices 
in the reputation of collecting, beyond a question, the lowest class 
of the conmiumty, who have means sufficient to obtain an en- 
trance. Dancing is absolutely necessary to the very existence of 
the French, and all indulge in it — the young and old — the rich 
and poor. The numerous students, who reside in this quarter, 
and are among the most dissolute and reckless inhabitants of the 
city, compose the dancers, with their mistresses and the common 
courtezans of the town. No attention is paid to dress whatever. 
The men make their appearance in soiled frocks, with heavy, 
muddy boots> and the women in bonnets and shawb, in cottons, 
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or silks, in petticoats, or breeches. Gloves are rarely seen. Hie 
dances ^re the same, as at other and more respectable plaoes, 
except that the quadrille, which is the common dance, is modified 
to suit the loose habits of these people. When executed with 
this freedom, it receives the appellation of cancan. It consists in 
the cavalier's seizing the dame with both arms around the waist^ 
she often assisting in the embrace ; and so they " forward and 
back, cross over and balance.'' The other figures, are but modi- 
fications of this hugging, with the exception of a kind of balance^ 
in which the opposite couples approach each other, and then 
rapidly strike out their feet in a side way direction, accompanied 
with a wriggling motion of the body. The whole figure is totally 
devoid of grace, and its difficulty is its principal recommendation. 
The American waltzer would be amazed to see the waltzing here. 
Her sensibility would be shocked to witness the gentlemen clasp- 
ing with both hands the waist of the lady, and she would be as- 
tonished at the rapidity with which they turn, and the length of 
time during which they whirl without fatigue. Considering the 
class of the community, who frequent these places, their limited 
means, and the low price for entrance, (twenty-five cents at the 
Prado, and at many other places ten cents — females admitted 
gratuitously) one would naturally expect to see a small hall, dim- 
ly lighted, and of mean appearance. On the contrary, when re- 
covered from the blaze of light, that blinds him on his entrance, 
the visitor finds himself in a spacious saloon of one hundred and 
fifty feet m length, ornamented with numerous mirrors and chan- 
dehers, dependent from its lofty ceiling. A fine orchestra, whose 
number varies according to the companies expected to be present, 
being larger on Ute and Sunday nights than others, performs the 
choicest music of the day. The balls are of various kinds, name- 
ly, the simple ball, commencing at eight, ending at eleven o'ckxsk 
— the night ball, beginning at eleven o'clock, p. m. and closing ii 
half-past six a. m. — the masked and the costume fancy baDs, 
both of which are night balls also. 

Many of the customs of New Tear's Day, (to which I seiM 
this occasion to recur,) do not differ from those which are prera- 
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lent in and about New York. As there, so it is here, a time for 
a general risiting ; and the occasion b embraced either to sustain, 
or drop, a previous acquaintance. Friends make presents to each 
other of bon-bons^ or more substantial articles. One, too, is pest- 
ered with a crowd of beggars, whose benevolent wishes for your 
prosperity, are expected to be repaid by silver. Before rising in 
the morning, I was thus saluted by the woman having the super- 
intendence of my room. She had taken the precaution beside 
to bring her little offspring in her arms, to stammer out a wish 
for my future welfare. Whatever influence these aspirations 
might possess to promote my happiness hereafter, it is certain, 
that they very much disturbed my present enjoyment. The door- 
keeper was particularly attentive throughout the day. At the 
caf6, the waiters were uncommonly assiduous in their attendance, 
and kindly placed before me with my coffee a cornucopia, filled 
with ban-bofis, which they expected me to pay for, without tak- 
ing, at double its value. The military officers of the National 
Guard, past and present, were honored by, from two to twelve 
drummers, who beat the tatoo beneath their windows to the an- 
noyance of the whole neighborhood. But the King himself was 
glorified in a special manner, at twelve o'clock, by all the drum- 
mers in Paris, to the nujnber of fifteen hundred ! who were col- 
lected in terrible array, in front of the palace in the garden of 
the Tuilleries. The thunder of this tremendous rub-a-dub, can 
be compared to nothing but Milton's ** insufferable noise," when 

" — confounded chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confusion." 

The usual beat to quarters every night at seven o'clock, in the 
Place Vendome, executed by fifty -two drummers, assisted by six 
trumpeters, produces a din sufficiently deafening. It is, however, 
nothing but a whisper in comparison. Surely his majesty, how- 
ever ardent may be his love of music and glory, must have taken 
care to give this martial host their expected gratuity and dismia- 
■ion without the least poAsible delay. 

On Sundays and file days, the Champs Elysees presents many 
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objects of interest and amusement. Independently of its agree- 
able walks, the gorgeous Place Concorde, glittering with gilded 
gas-posts and foimtains — the magnificent Obelisk of Luior, 
brought at an immense expense from Egypt, and the precursor 
of the celebrated Cleopatra*s Needle ; numberless rehicles of the 
wealthy, flashing with gold and stWer, and bearing, beside the 
driver, one or two pampered lackeys, who, from their stand npoo 
the rack behind, look down with scorn and pity upon all they 
pass ; the numerous booths of mountebanks with the never-to-be- 
forgotten Punch and Judy, and other similar shows ; and, in ad- 
dition to the whole, the crowds of people of all classes and ages, 
who throng the trottoirs, present altogether a rare combination 
of novelty, fim, and splendor, and make the Champs Elys^es the 
scene of never-failing attraction. Here are little carriages, to 
which a team of goats is harnessed, nrhose white coats and grace- 
ful appearance, recall the fairy tales, which excited us so much 
in infancy ; and which now cling to our memories with such te- 
nacity, as to cause a doubt, whether they are in reality the recol- 
lections of past events, or illusive creations of the imagination. 
But these pretty animals have another office to perform, beside 
that of bringing to our mind our youthful days. The young 
children of the wealthy delight to ride in these vehicles, and their 
good behavior for the preceding week is thus rewarded. Here 
are men with learned dogs, who, beside many similar tricks, will 
ti*ll you the time, according to the watch, by selecting from num- 
bers printed upon cards, and placed before them. This is done 
in the op(*n air, and all have a right to obser\'e the performance ; 
the owner being compensated by ihe generosity of the spectators, 
who throw him a few sous according to their will. I have alwajrs 
felt a strong desire to S(*e the far-famed Punch and Judy, and 
now for the first time have had my curiosity gratified. Notwith- 
standing its simplicity and folly, I regiirded it for a time with real 
pleasure. There is s(>methin<^ about it, which is exceedingly at- 
tnictivt'. I am acquainted with men of s(i<*nce, who would hardly 
1k» ^usp«*ctt*d of a capacity t4) 1m; thus amust^d, who have frequent- 
ly sot'H it, and always wiih great satisfaction, though possibly it 
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might be for the five hundreth time. I am sure, that none of 
Uiem could have laughed more heartily than I did. In a walk 
of half a mile, I remarked six or eight of these booths, and 
every one surrounded by a merry crowd. Jugglers, somerset 
tumblers, " sights/' as they are called in New-England, and other 
similar attractions, may be witnessed for a sous, and everywhere 
abound. 




XII. * 

Further Accoumt or thr Hotrl Diiu— Bovz— Ohohrl — Maoivdir— 
BcoLK Pratique D'Aratomir — Museum of Duputtrre— Sbockier 
Eppicts op Secret Vice. 

Thb account of the hospital called Hotel-Dien, which was the 
subject of previous letters, will now, after a considerable intenral, 
be resumed. Among the most celebrated of its surgeons, and 
indeed of the practitioners of Paris, is a little, fat, good-natured 
looking man, whose gray hairs cover a forehead always wrinkled, 
either with laughter or anger. For Mons. Roux is one of those 
coleric individuals, who are frequently in a passion, but soon out 
of it ; while his jovial character renders him a favorite professor 
among the students. His visits and operations are consequently 
thronged with crowds, but there is a sad falling off at his lee* 
tures. Their prolixity is extremely tedious, and his digressions 
insupportable. After a discourse of an hour and a half to a 
larger auditory than usual, attracted by an operation of magni- 
tude, that was expected to follow, he is accustomed to remark, 
•* Gentlemen, I have no time to say more, and will defer the re- 
mainder to another day. So much of the morning has been oc- 
cupied, that the operation must necessarily be postponed." It 
is not strange, if persons who have patiently sat, till eleven 
o'clock, without their breakfast, should not always be contented 
with so impotent a conclusion to his lectures. As an operator, 
however, there are few better, and, in surgical diseases of the 
eye, he is particularly distinguished. 

Messrs. C'homel and Magmdie are the most eminent among 
the ph\-Ririans. The clinique of the former is larger, perhaps, 
than that of any other physician in Paris. In the diagnosis 
of the diseases of the lungs he stands at the head of the pro- 
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fewion. Ifis lectures are perspicuous, aad the reports of tbem, 
together with the numerous note-books to be seen at their deliv- 
ery, attest th^ worth. Mens. Magendie, a translation of whoae 
work on Physiology has been published in the United States, 
enjoys a greater reputation abroad than at home. 

In following the unfortunate patjenla of the noraerous hospi- 
tals, who chance to die, to their final resting-pkce — which here 
is not the tomb — we come to the Stole Pratique iTAttalomit. 
This ia one of the largest public dissecting rooms of this ci^. 
And it is the moet commodious to the student, being situated in 
the centre of the Latm quarter, and near the School of Medi- 
cine. At this, and the amphitheatre of Clamart, four thousand 
subjects are annually used for anatomical purposes. They are 
daily transported from all the hospitals, and depouted in a small 
bmldiog appropriated to this object. There are to be seen at 
this receptacle from twenty to forty at a time, of all colors, ages 
and conditions — a shocking spectacle to an nnprofeauonal ob- 
■eirer. Every day, at twelve o'clock, there is a distribution of 
them among all the classes of students. Every instructor has a 
small building for bis own use, m which are ten or fifteen tables 
of cast iron. The human body may thus be viewed in every 
stage of disseclioa, and, I may add, decompoaitiofl. By peram- 
bulating the several buildings, the various parts of the human 
oif^aoism, tlie nerves, muscles and blood-vessels may be ea«ly 
eiamined, and studied. Here, the aastdoous student may be 
seen, with his scaled blouse, and his head bedecked with a fan- 
tastic cap. In one hand he holds a scalpel, in the other a trea- 
tise on anatomy. He carries in his mouth a cigar, whose intoxi- 
cating fumes, so hurtful on most occa^ns, render him insensible 
to the smell of twenty bodies, decompoung, putrifying around 
him. So accustomed is he to this horrid scent, that he perc^res 
not, that his gmneata are impregnated with it to such a d^rae, 
that persons in tlie streets turn niund to see, if they have not 
passed a butcher or a stnbk-r. Here, too, is the learned pro- 
fessor, who thus prepares himself for a difficult operation by re- 
freshing his snatomy ; sad thus rehearses his part in the tragedy 
to be acted on tba momw. The blood and pieoea of flesh opoo 
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tlie floor, he regardi, m the aonlptor does the fragments of msr- 
ble lying round the nnfinished statue. The skeleton, dangling in 
the centre of the room, and the preparations hanging aboat the 
walls, possess, in his Tiew, beauties whioh the world can nefer 
see, and he receives more pleasore in their contemplation, than in 
the masterpieces of Raphael or Titian. But the man, who/Mf 
wUh ih»Jlakcf human hein^ tkedofft, whoarekept to take their 
places on the table in their proper turn, is entirely hardened* 
There lie these dogs, with their feet boond together, eiposed in 
a latticed cage to the inclemencies of the weather, withoat even 
straw to keep them warm, and fed on the bodies of men. Is it 
strange, that they shonld wlune and bark, and groan, day after 
day, and ttu^ ai tMdr unmUural /mden f 

The cost of dissecting is about six dollars the season, aeooid- 
ing to the abundance of subjects, and the number of students 
engaged. This insures a subject nearly all the time during the 
winter. Instruction is given by a professor appointed by the 
government, dec. The attempts at cleanliness are made by ser- 
vants attached to the institution, and paid also by govemmeol 
In the summer season, dissecting is forbidden; but operative 
anatomy may be studied to great advantage. 

Near this institution is the celebrated Museum of Dupuytren, 
so called in honor of the distinguished surgeon, who left seven^ 
thousand dollars for the establishment of a prcrfessowhip of path- 
ological anatomy. It is only since his death, that the medical 
school of Paris could boast of a calnnet of this sort. The cuA" 
lection is, therefore, not very Urge. It, however, contains many 
objects of mterest, which are arranged along the walls in gbsa 
eases. It embraces all the varieties of disease, but is partien- 
larly rich m those of osseous structure, and wax casts, aiid rep- 
resentations of syphilitic diseases. This is open to the pubKe 
every Thursday. The visitor on that day is often astonished at 
the number of soldiers, who frequent this museum. I found, on 
inquiry, that, by order of government, the oflkers of regiments 
publicly recommend those under their command to visit the ool- 
lection, in the hope that the contemplation of the numberless iUs 
which this disorder entails upon nunlLind, so varied in their form. 




70 OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. 

and so horrid in their manifestations, might be a salutary lesson, 
and make them cautious of indulging in the vice, which is their 
proUfic cause. It is, indeed, a sight which might well startle a 
man of the firmest nerve. For myself, accustomed to see suffer- 
ing and death, and never affected at any period of my life with 
unpleasant sensations, while witnessing, or making operations on 
the living or the dead, and having had likewise many cases of 
this disease, in conjunction with others, in my own practice during 
some years back, let me acknowledge, that the contemplation of 
these horrors, arranged together, and displaying such a loathsome 
catalogue of deformities and suffering, for the Jirst time sickened 
and unmanned me. My brain reeled, a cold chill crept over my 
body, my limbs lost their power, and I sank helpless on a bench 
Fathers, parents ! why do you so assiduously keep from your 
children the knowledge of this disease, and also of its cause? 
Why shun all conversation on the subject ? Why not discover 
to them this \ice in all its deformity, and all its lasting and disas- 
trous consequences ? In all hospitals ample specimens of this dis- 
ease may always be seen, with manifestations so horrible as to chill 
the heart, and make the blood of the vounjj run cold. In the 
library of almost every physician colored plates may be examin- 
ed, which will give a lesson that never can fade from the memory ; 
and which, in moments of temptation, will interpose a barrier be- 
tween them and crime, too powerful for pleasure to surmount. 
And, while attending to the subject, let not the parent forget to 
visit the hospitals of the insane, and point out to them the mala- 
dies — the more common American diseases^-caused by masturb- 
ation. Let him there show to his sons, ay, even to his daughters, 
the disgusting appearances and the wreck of reason, that have 
fallowed this description of sensualism. Let neither modesty, 
nor its counterfeit, prudery, nor any affectation stand in the way 
of an honest performance of this duty ; but faithfully let him ex- 
plain the cause and consequence, and leave the tender hearts and 
good common sense of his children to dii^est the solemn lesson, 
and reap its fruits. With this advice, coming strangely, you may 
think, from the metropolis of France* I close this letter. 




XIII. 

FkKJICH P0LITINI8S — EtIQUTTI — NiCnSABT KXPKirtKt OF LlTUI»» 

Cost op tarioos asticlis op Dscst. 

The French have long enjoyed the reputation of bemg Hie 
politest people in the world. The consequence has been, thai 
those, who have presumed to teach the art of politeness, hare 
deemed it prudent frequently to call themselves French, whether 
they were so in reality or not. Most of the works on etiquette 
in our country are translations from that language. Everything, 
in short, which is said or done by them, from the cook to the 
prince, is thought to be spoken, or performed, in the purest taste 
and most polished manner. And shall I dare to say, in the face 
of facts like these, that a most egregious blimder has been com- 
mitted ? Would anybody believe me, if I should assert, that 
they are so deficient in this accomplishment, that it is pure satire 
to give them the title of polite ? Politeness is surely not a mere 
matter of words, but a product of the heart. A visible symbol 
of an emotion of the soul, it can no more be expressed by a for- 
mula of language, than devotion can be by a posture of the body. 
It cannot therefore be acquired by a study of forms alone ; and 
those who put themselves under the tuition of persons, who pro- 
fess to teach it in ihat manner, will at least succeed in learning, 
that their instructors are ignorant of its first principles. If polite- 
ness consists in taking oflf the hat gracefully, and bowing pro- 
foundly ; in telling an ugly woman that she is charming^-a per- 
fect angel — then it must be allowed, the French surpass every 
other nation in this accomplishment. Indeed a French hat, and 
an American or English one, are made for very different purposes. 
The latter is designed to be put upon the head, whereas, the 
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former is intended only to be taken o£f. This is a land of 
perfect equality, as far as the bow goes. The lady and grisette, 
the friend and stranger, are greeted with the same salutations. 
The hat is lifted to a certain height, the he^d kept uncovered a 
particular length of time, and the body bent to the attitude pre- 
scribed, while he declares, on his parole d'honneur, that she is 
charmante, though she may be homelier than the ugliest balayeuse 
in the city. If, however, these do not compose the standard of 
politeness, but if, on the contrary, the speaking of the honest 
truth in kindness, and A willingness to sustain some inconvenience 
for the accommodation of another, be its genuine characteristics, 
then the most unsophisticated backwoodsman of the Green 
Mountains far surpasses the refined of the most polished nation 
of the globe. 

In matters of etiquette, however, the case, it may be thought^ 
miui certainly be otherwise. Well, let us see. It is necessary, 
to be sure, that one should wear a straight-bodied dress coat and 
white kid gloves at a party or a balL The former, as it was in- 
taEMled to do, is commonly sufficient to absorb all the intellect of 
the wearer, and the latter all the yellow dirt, while he is perpetu- 
ally thrusting his digits into his huge snuff-box. At the theatre, 
where good nuumers are affected, the lovely Desdemona, or the 
sweet Andnnnache, by way of preparation for her coming part, 
does not hesitate to turn round and spit upon the stage. At the 
close of a pathetic scene, the sudden application of a thousand 
snuffy white pocket handkerchiefs to a thousand sonorous noses 
cannot fail to heighten the tragical effect. One at first imagines, 
thai he hears the trumpet soimding a charge for a troop of horse, 
and it takes some time to be so " up to snuff," as to understand 
the cause. In the street, one gives you a sudden push, at the 
same time taking off his hat, and crying pardon ! while you un- 
expectedly find yourself up to your ancles in the mud and water 
of the gutter. Umbrellas have the same gravitation toward the 
eyes of passengers in this country, as in our own. 

Sometimes this want of politeness is carried to an extent, that 
borders on brutality. Most of the physicians of Paris have risen 
by tht.ir talents from obscurity and the lowest classes in the com- 
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munity. Among them many are therefore found, m might be 
expected, whose manners are coarse, and whose movements are 
ungainly. Mons. Roux is, howerer, pointed out as possessing aa 
affable deportment, and, in a word, as being a gentleman. This 
man, a baron of France, a few days ago, operated on a poor 
fellow for some malady. When the operation was completed, 
the unfortunate patient requested that some blood, which re* 
raained upon his body, might be removed. " Pooh I" says Rouxi 
and spitting upon the man's person, wiped them both off with a 
piece of dirty cloth. Such an action was too much even for tiie 
broken-down spirit of this enfeebled sufferer. Though prostrated 
by the union of poverty and sickness, though a menial all his Y^ 
this indignity and profanation of his person, notwithstanding it 
was committed by the foremost surgeon of the city of Puris, 
touched him to the quick. His languid eye flashed with ang^, 
and his cheek, pale with the loss of blood, on a sudden glowed 
with the bright hue of passion. And he did not feel alone. Th« 
outrage was observed by many who stood around, and the waD« 
ton violation of the feelings of a fellow-man, sunk deep into their 
hearts. 

There is only one polite person, accurately speaking, in Paris. 
It is he, who is selling you some article. In order to extraet a 
ROUS from you, he will bow and cringe, till you have given him 
the coveted trifle in pity for his meanness. 

How money doe$ evaporate in Paris ! In America, one thus 
soliloquizes : " I will go to Paris. Deducting travelling expensea^ 
I may see the world, and luxuriate for the same money, and pro* 
bably less, than would be necessary for me to vegetate upon si 
home.** He arrives, and is not long in discovering the profundity 
of his financial calculations. He pursues his inquiries under pecu* 
liar advantages for information* He dives, of course, to the very 
bottom of the subject, and th"^ only unpleasant circumstance is, 
that he has got to the bottom of his purse at the very same time. 

The shorter the period during which a person may remain here« 
the greater will be his expenses comparatively. To be sure, there 
are tho^e, who live in this metropolis, on nothing almost. This k 
accomplished by remaining shut up, as it were imprisoned in 
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their rooms. They do not visit public buildings, because there is 
a gratuity to be given the guide. They go not to the Opera 
House, or Theatre, for they make calls too on the pocket. Such 
persons, in short, see very little, if any more of Paris, than if they 
had never crossed the water. Whence then come the advanta- 
ges, or even the pleasures of travel ? The matter of mere living 
here in a barely decent manner is expensive. A room can, in- 
deed, be hired for three or four dollars per month, but it will be 
in the sixth or seventh story of the dirtiest house in the filthiest 
quarter of the city— a miniature Augean stable. His bed-linen 
would be changed once in two or three months. His chamber 
swept once in four weeks. His neighbors, the halayeuses and 
chiffoniers. He can put something into his stomach, called bread, 
with butter of a quality inferior to stearine candles, and a bowl 
of chicory boiled in water, and call it breakfast. Ragouts of 
cat's flesh, and beef-steaks of horse, cannot be extravagant. But 
if one really wishes to see Paris, and at the same time live re- 
spectably, he must expect, for he will be obliged, to pay for it. 
Comfortably, I do not say, for the thing and the word are alike 
unknown. One will look in vain for the comforts, to which he 
has been accustomed in America. A room, decently furnished, 
and " well up," too, will cost from six to ten dollars a month ; 
not including porter's fee neither, nor a trifle for the domestics, 
^c. <&c. which will swell the sum to one or two dollars more. 
This, though not demanded, is not the less expected. His break- 
fast at the cafe, consisting of a cup of coffiee, a roll, and piece of 
butter, will cost a franc, (twenty cents,) a day. If he luxuriously 
demands an omelette, — and they are really very nice, — the conse- 
quences to his purse are frightful. A friend told me, that for a 
long time after his arrival the only way he knew it was Sunday, 
was, that he ate an omelette de fine herbes on that day. A dinner 
at a table d*hote costs about three francs. At a restaurant one 
never knows, till a large bill is presented. Taking counsel of his 
feelings, he cannot persuade himself that he has eaten much, but 
the formidable carte, with the prices annexed, reveals the imdoubt- 
ed fact. Frenchmen never have the dyspepsia ; their food is not 
fofficiently solid. Living in this manner, merely respectably, and 
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snowing nothing for what is tutommSj spent in righ t see in g JMrii 
ftmusements, such as the operss, theatres, coneer t s» fMk haDs^ 
or for books, accompanied with erery^ effort at eoonomj» sooM'lit 
hundred dollars a year will be unavoidably expended. i 

Clothing, though not dear, costs as much ae m many parts' of 
the United States. A comfortable black dress coat eosts twynty 
dollars ; pantaloons, seven to eight doUan ; Tests, from three t^ 
eight dollars ; according to the material and labor bestowed upon 
it. Gentlemen's white gloves are sixty cents the psir ; colored 
sixty-five cents, and the number which a gentleman is obliged to 
wear, makes it a serious item indeed. I know an American resi- 
dent, an economical man withal, but from necessity, frequenting a 
great deal of company, whose gloves jdone cost him one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars a year. Gloves, hack hire, and the per- 
quisite of the eoneierge, when one is out after twelve o'clock at 
night, make the indispensable expenses, attendant on every party, 
from two to three dollars. Books, mementoes for friends, will 
inflame the aggregate to any desired extent. In addition to this, 
if a young fellow is inflated with the very common, but ridiculous 
vanity, of procuring his coa^ and hats, and boots, of a man who 
has arisen to pre-emii^enoe m the manufacture of them, he must, 
of course, pay tribute to that reputation. If he can derive a 
pleasure from the silly boast, that a particular article- in hb 
possession was purchased in the Palais Royal, he must con- 
tribute his proportion of the enormous shop-rent ; and ten dollars 
are thus suddenly augmented to thirteen, in the easiest way 
imaginable. 

This particularity may be out of place in a communicatioii of 
this sort ; but knowing the erroneous views entertained by the 
American public on the cheapness of Paris life, and the difficuky 
of obtaining accurate data upon this point, I have adopted the 
most thorough and expeditious mode of giving thai information, 
which, previous to coming hither, I songht for in vain myself. 
Figures never deceive. 

If one is desirous of going into society as muoh as po«ible» let 
remember, that the banker Green invites those, who have 
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money in bis hands, to dinner or to balls, a certain number of 
timas in exact proportion to the amount of the deposite ; while 
Hottingeur A Co. content themselves with being polite — ^in their 
counting-room. 

This letter is decidedly French. At the beginning of it, po- 
liteness is the only thing that you observe ; but after all, there u 
nothing at the bottom but a calculation about dollars and cents. 







XIV. 

MiDiOAL Officieb III Frxhcb HOSPITALS— III Amibioav HotPiTALa— r 

RxAtOJI OP TBS DlPPIRXHCS III TBSIS OBARACTSBf— StSTSM OF OOB- 

coufts— Skstcb op Vslpsau's Lips avd Pxksov. 

On a very cursoiy examination of the Parinan hospitals, H k 
immediately apparent, that the medical officers attached to them, 
are, almost without exception, men of eminence in their profes- 
sion. The reason of this striking fact, and also of another still 
more interesting to the United States, namely, that surgeons and 
physicians of the latter country have not, in proportion to the 
magnitude of their labors and responsibility, a similar standing 
in the fields of science, becomes a question for grave investiga- 
tion. K the scientific character of the medical corps of the 
numerous governmental and charitable hospitals in the Unioa be 
carefully considered, we shall discover many a surgeon possess- 
ing a trembling hand, or an tmcertain eye, which renders him 
unfit to operate successfully ; and some unfortunately with such 
a density of intellect, as to make his judgment worse than use- 
less, because it is employed at the expense of his patients. Phy- 
sicians, too, will be detected, whose diagnosis, prognosis, and 
treatment of diseases, are the laughing-stock of all who know 
them. Such are the facts. The cause of this great contrast is 
not a matter of difficult solution. 

A large proportion of the hospital medical officers of the 
United States are indebted for their situations to rich relatioiMi, 
or powerful friends, and not to their genius. Some of them have 
failed to obtain practice from their ip^orance, or rough and brutal 
manners ; while others possess qualifications not usually enume- 
rated in a me<jical diploma. I wish that I was not obliged to 
say. that their professional bri'thrcn sometimes lend their chari- 
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table, but questionable aid to their advancement, from an esprit de 
corps, and because they are reluctant to see them dragging on a 
life of poverty, or descending to charlatanry for a livelihood. 
Thus the man, whom nobody will employ of his own accord, is 
pronounced to be " plenty good enough " for the inhabitants of 
a hospital, whose poverty is the crime for which they have been 
sentenced to be thus treated within its walls. 

A far better system prevails in France, where situations of this 
description are open to the struggles of all. The Coneours, 
derived from the verb concaurir, signifying to run together, to 
compete, makes talent, not influence, the necessary requisite for 
promotion. Every medical office in France, whether military or 
civil, is thus obtainable by merit. This system extends from the 
dressers and students in pharmacy up to the professors and high- 
est offices ; the qualifications of course increasing with the im- 
portance of the place contested. The biography of the cele- 
brated Velpeau, surgeon-in-chief to the hospital La Chariti, is 
an Instance, among many others, of its beneficial effects. 

This man, whose name has been wafted by fame into ever^ 
quarter of the world, was bom fifty years ago, about twenty- fife 
miles from the town of Tours, in France. His honest, unambitious 
parents, destined their son to follow the trade of a blacksmith, 
the occupation of his father. By some accident his father, 
though illiterate, possessed all the books of the village, which 
happened to be, a Treatise of Hippocrates, The Country Mdscn, and 
The Poor Folk's Doctor. Having learnt these works by heart, 
Velpeau — the son — ^was frequently caUed upon to treat the sick in 
the neighborhood ; some trifling success having given him a re- 
putation. Having prescribed to a patient one day, accidentally 
however, a large dose of a very powerful medicine, the e£fecta 
became alarming, and a scientific physician was immediately 
called. Terrified at the result of his practice, our young Escula- 
pius was shaking in a comer with fear. '' What has the patient 
taken ?" shouts the Doctor. Stammering and hesitating, Velpeau 
explains his disease, the remedy given, and the effect. Some 
trifling medicine relieves the dangerous symptoms, and the phy- 
Moian turns from the patient to the youthful leech. He k a»- 
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tonished to see so much wisdom in such dirty clothes. The pea- 
santry of France rarely show a knowledge of anything heyond 
thtir sphere, and such erudition pleased and astonished him. In 
this way learning the history of Velpeau, he became interested 
in him, and encouraged him to a regular course of study. Wb 
highest ambition being to attain the distinction, in his view, of 
Officier de Santi, a species of medical police found throughout 
France. He soon left for Tours. In so limited a sketch as this 
must be, I cannot follow him through the constant toil in the^ pro- 
vincial hospitals, supported by a scanty supply of coarse bread 
and cheese sent him by his mother, and encouraged to persevere 
by the praises of his instructors. Hme, however, at length brought 
him to Paris ; and in a public Concour he gained the situation of 
interne, or house-physitian, of the hospital St. Louis. Here he 
was at least exempted from the necessity of sleepmg in a garret, 
and the poor room allotted to the interne was luxurious in com- 
parison to those to which he had been accustomed. He obtained 
a small sum of money by giving lectures to younger students. 
In 1823 he took his degree. In 1828 he was chosen Surgeon of 
the Bureau Central, without a dissenting vote, and immediately 
appointed Surgeon-in-chief ad interim to the hospital St. Antolne. 
It was while here, that he began to publish his opinions, 
which have ever since been so eagerly sought for, and profoundly 
respected by the medical public. From this he was soon trans- 
ferred to the hospital La Piti^, where he recommenced his 
lectures. His last promotion brought^ him to La Charit^. Here 
many would have been contented to remain, but his ambitaon 
was not satisfied with a second place. A professorship merely 
intervened between him and the consummation of all his hopes 
and labors. The acquisition of this would elevate him to the top 
of the ladder, the highest rank of medical honor. He was un- 
successful in his concour for the Chair of External Pathology, 
and also for the professorship of Physiology. Still undaunted, 
in 1830. he cont^'jtted again the Obstetrical chair. This also he 
lost. His last effort was for the Chair of Clinical Surgery against 
the cejebrHted Ltsfranc, Panson, the elder — and Blandin. In this 
attempt with such distinguished rivals, he bore away the palm 
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The death of Roux, now quite advanced, will undoubtedly be the 
signal of his removal to the Hotel-Dieu, and then the blacksmitlL't 
son will stand on the loftiest pinnacle of his profession. 

Yelpeau is principally known in America by his Midwifery, 
which has been translated by Dr. Meigs of Philadelphia. Wb 
great work on Surgery, published here in four volumes, with an 
atlas of plates, has been very recently translated, as I observe by 
a New York paper, by Dr. Townsend, with an appendix, con- 
taining the valuable opinions and experience of Dr. Mott. The 
chef-d'oeuvre of the first European surgeon, with notes by the 
highest surgical authority in America, cannot fail to find numer- 
otis readers, and no less numerous admirers. 

It would be foolish to attempt the enumeration of works, of 
which he is the acknowledged author. They are more volumi- 
nous than those of any other writer in the profession, and amount 
to some thirty thousand pages. The difficulty b to comprehend, 
how he could posably find time to execute such a Herculean 
task. So wonderful a fertility, if not unparalleled in the walks 
of literature and science, can only be the result of great talents, 
perseverance, and ambition. 

Velpeau is rather above the medium height, stoutly built, of 
erect carriage, and stiff demeanor. His head is bald upon the 
summit, but about the ears his once black hair bristles in every 
direction. Not the least vestige of hair is discernible upon his 
oval face, save his eye-lashes and brows, which are long and 
shaggy. From his hatred to whiskers and mustaches, one would 
infer that he is in favor of the Razorian system. But it is his 
sharp grey eyes that give a character to his face. His dress is 
peculiar, inasmuch as he wears on all occasions a white cravat, 
so high and stiff, that his unremitting inflexibility of manner may 
be almost accounted for from the restraint which it occasions 
him. Indeed he scarcely ever turns his head, without carrying 
his whole body with it at the same time. He is not a man of 
stM-ial habits, and is accustoiped to give to strangers such a cool 
reception, that, hke me, they generally keep their introductions 
to 'him, though coming from men of eminence, snug in their 
trunks. At his cliniqoes, he is attended by probably the largest 
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number of students of any lecturer in Paris ; and mainlj, be- 
cause of the pains he takes to explain everything in the most 
distinct and clear manner. As an operator, his hand is steady, 
his eye good, his judgment excellent, and undismayed by appear- 
ances of danger. He is, however, slow, and his operations some- 
times apparently prolonged without necessity. This hasty 
description of this truly great man will close my letter. A 
subsequent one may, perhaps, embody further particulars in his 
life, which may serve to point out some of the evils attendant on 
the system of Concours. 

NoTK. — While reading these letters for the press, and again 
reflecting on the excellence of this system of Concours, the feas- 
ibility of its introduction into this city, is, just now, particularly 
evident. The Common Council are re-modelling the medical 
department of the Alms House, and appointing to its care some 
twenty or thirty physicians. Every medical man in the city 
would gladly accept the situations without emolument in any 
way, save that obtained incidentally from the reputation his sub- 
sequent services may acquire. 

Twenty physicians at one appointment ! — and all to personal 
friends or party politicians ! Not one to him who, in a Concour, 
a strife for the mastery, shows himself to be really the first n&an 
in the particular department of the profession to which he is 
elected ! No ! His appointment is no such honorable testimo- 
nial of skill. It is rather by agreement among the Aldermen, 
that each should have the privilege of appointing his man, mak- 
ing no objection to the appointments of another. Is this an honest 
method of action ? Perhaps so— for no one is so silly as to 
suppose, that a surgeon to this or that institution, must, from his 
situation, have extraordinary abilities. 

What glorious rewards might this city offer to the man of real 
talent ! Open wide the doors of the Poor House, City, Lunatic, 
Lying-in Hospitals, the Phy^icianships to the City, Tombs, Dis- 
pt'nsiiries, Colored Home, Eye and Ear Infirmary, Asylums for 
Blind, and others, to the most talented — proved so in a publio 
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display, before competent and imbiassed judges — and then, bat 
not till then, will the name of a Hospital or Dispensary physician 
be ele?ated to the rank it should hold. Not till this is done, will 
the houseless and homeless be properly attended when sick, or 
the city justly acquire the name of a city of charity and benevo- 
lence. 




XV. 

The Grisettk — Loretti — Fills Publiqus — Hospital LovBCuri—Moiit. 
HuoiiR — Hospital du Midi — Ricord — DisousTivo Bpficts op Orb* 
TAIN DisiAsis — American Studsnts. 

I HAVE promised, I believe, to give 70a the traniUition of ft 
word, of which all Americans have heard, but few know the 
definition of — I mean, Orisette. To do this adequately, requirai 
a long and deliberate view of the entire French people ; more 
particularly, however, of the Parisians, to a portion of whom, 
rather than to the inhabitants of France m general, this appella- 
tion more appropriately applies. The Parisians, as a general 
custom, do not marry young; and when they do assume the 
matrimonial relation, it is seldom from affection, or any feeling 
akin to that emotion expressed by the obsolete word, love — ^but 
for money. Much has been said about the influence of the 
*' almighty dollar," in America ; still, it cannot be affirmed, that 
it has yet been often placed in the scale, and made to weigh 
against a wife. Since money is a requisite for matrimony, it is 
evident, that the poor must be unable to marry. But Nature 
forbids a life of oc^bacy. 

Elxistence, however, cannot be supported by love alone ; and 
though governments provide hospitals for the sick, they do not 
furnish food and raiment for the well, however young and pretty. 
It is indispensable, then, that girls should work for a subsistence. 
I am almost afraid to mention what they do, lest those whose 
conscientious scruples will not permit them to eat the sugar made 
by slaves, should also be prevented from wearing the lace, flow- 
on*, worked collars and handkerchiefs, wrought by the grisettea. 
By risin^^ with the dawn, and working till nine or ten o'clock at 
ii\;!it ^ith constant application, thoy can earn in general, not 
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more than a franc, or twenty cents, a day. Rarely, when very 
actiye and particularly skilful, can they swell the sum to thirty 
cents per day. Even in the economical and meagre style in 
which they hve, it costs them eighteen cents a day for nourish- 
ment. The two remaining sous will not easily discharge their 
room rent of four dollars, or thereabouts, per month, with not a 
bit of furniture, nothing but the bare walls ; their washing bill ; 
the demand for clothes, and other pressing items of expense. 
More than this, Sunday is a die day, and they do not wish to 
labor, while others are revelling in enjoyments. But how, then, 
can they Hve ? Whence will come their Sunday's dinner ? Ah ! 
it is infinitely more agreeable to be promenading in the Luxem- 
bourg gardens ; visiting its galleries of paintings and statuary, or 
the splendid collection in the Louvre ; and, in the evening, seek- 
ing pleasure at the Chaumi^re or Prado ball, or at the Yaiide- 
ville theatre, with a silk dress, a jaunty hat, and graceful fea- 
ther ; above all, with un joli garfon. But this costs money. 
Who pays it ? It is thsijoli gargon aforesaid. It lb he who pays 
her room rent and toilet, takes her to the balls, treats her to 
Veau-de-vie, or absinthe, escorts her to see the paintings, and 
enables her to indulge in the whole circle of amusements. 

Soon, however, this humble-bee of a Joli gargon is tired of his 
pretty flower. From affected jealousy, or some other thin pre- 
tence, he seeks a quarrel with her, and they part, after months 
and perhaps years, of acquaintance. If the quarrel lb not very 
bitter, he furnishes her a substitute, but on the neglect of this 
attention, she frequents the balls the same as ever ; yet, as she 
goes alone, her widowhood lb readily known, and she says to her 
firiends, MattUenant je 9uis litre, je cherehe un amant pour payer 
mon hyer. She takes the first she finds ; for she says, ** He is 
not pretty, but — ^he is amiable ; and — I want some one to pay 
my rent." He is more particular, for the market b fully sup- 
plied. 

A higher class of Parisian citizens b the Lorettes. They de- 
rive thb appellation, strange to say, from the fact, that many of 
them hve near the beautiful church called Notre Dame de Lo- 
rette. They are another species of the genus before-mentioiied» 
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differing from them in one important particular, — ^they do not 
woiic at all ; their expenses bebg paid entirely by their lovers* 
like all the other classes of the great community, they have thdr 
pride. To the humbler grisette they do not deign to speak a 
word. On bright days, they may be seen, in great numberSy 
promenading in the streets, or if their entreteneur is rich enough, 
riding in the Champs Elys^es, preceded by duchesses, and fol- 
lowed by countesses, without a perceptible difference from them 
either in manners or appearance. 

The offspring of these classes is the JUle pubOque, or the com- 
mon woman of the town. The glare of day is unpropitious to 
this unhappy race ; but as the shades of night descend, every 
step discovers some of the sixty thousand women of this descrip- 
tion^ that throng the city. The delineation of Solomon was not 
incorrect : " They stand atthe comers of the street, and cry after 
the passers by." " The^wes of sin " — ^forty cents — " will not 
deter many." These women, in the same manner as the hacks 
and porters in New-York, are regularly numbered and registered. 
They are compelled to present themselves weekly before certain 
physicians, who are paid by the government to watch for the 
preservation of the public health. When sick, they are sent to 
the hospital Lourcine, specially appropriated to such of them as 
are affected with syphilitic disease. 

This hospital is closed to the public and to students. As a 
matter of particular favor I have been allowed not only to see» 
but to attend it frequently, following the visits of its different 
physicians and surgeons. Mens. Hugier is the chief surgeon, and 
through his influence, I have been enabled to enter and enjoy th« 
privilege of seeing his practice, and that of the other physicians 
attached to it. A letter of this kind is not the place for a parti- 
cular description. Were the public mind, as I have intimated in 
a previous letter, divested of much of its affected modesty, and, 
instead of being diverted from the cause and effects of this dis- 
ease, were instructed to give the subject that attention it deserves, 
the three hundred beds of this hospital would be far too nume- 
rous, instead of being, as now, much too circumscribed for the 
wants of the conmiunity. 




%% OLD WrNB IN NEW BOTTLES. 

Friends of humanity ! turn not away your eyes, sickened at the 
Bight of lovely women, transformed into hideous creatures ; ot 
smiling children, whose beautiful faces do not reveal the plague* 
spot, which has corrupted every organ ; of infants, who have 
prematurely entered the world, covered with disease, which they 
have innocently contracted, but whom fortunately death will 
shortly remove from suffering. Is it impossible, that a similar 
disease, existing at the era of our blessed Saviour, might have 
prompted the question which was asked him, ** Has this man 
sinned, or his parents,. that he was bom blind ?" Although the 
first mention of this disorder was in the fifteenth century,* it is 
by no means improbable, that a similar one then existed. 

Near this b the Hospital du Midi, or the Venereal Hospital for 
males* This contains four hundred and fifty beds, always full, 
and is celebrated for being the dirtie^Jiospital in Paris. This is 
attributed to the absence of those iVV" angels of mercy," the 
Sisters of Charity, who so unweariealy in the other hospitals 
watch with the sick and dying. The principal surgeon is the 
eminent Ricord. This gentleman, at the head of this hospital, 
b an American, having been bom in Baltimore in 1800. He has 
resided twenty years in this country, and is the author of several 
works of the highest authority in their peculiar branches. In 
1838 he received the order of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 
As a writer — ^in French — he b not dbtingubhed so much for the 
beauty of hb expression, as for his cleamess, a far more import* 
ant quality in a scientific work. Hb lectures are frequented by 
a numerous class, notwithstanding the dbtance of hb hospital, 
which b situated at the very extremity of the city. I have often 
attended hb visits and lectures, not only for the informatioo to 
be derived from them, but to see a person of talent without os- 
tentation ; one at the same time a man of science and a gentle- 
man, qualifications rarely blended in a Paris physician. On my 
first vbit, on learning that I was an American, he received me 
most cordially, and when I expressed the use I had made of his 
work, desired me, *if I wbhed any explanation, to come to his 
bouse, and he would endeavor to throw light on any part, which 
I did not understand Ks politeness is not merely a littie do- 
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quent breath. His ever smiling, though far from handsome face» 
portrays the goodness of his heart He has a French exterior on 
an American basis. The latter develops itself in a kind of go-a- 
headiUveness, which never allows him to stand idle a moment. 
He regards his patients, makes his remarks upon the case, pre- 
scribes, and proceeds to the next with wonderful rapidity. Fast 
as he walks, however, the motion of his tongue b far the quick- 
est. I never heard the tongue of a Frenchman run so ghbly. 
As a private practitioner, his house is beset with patients. A 
hundred and more are often assembled at a time waiting for thdr 
turn. These are principally confined to the disease which has 
been the subject of his study for many yean. 

To visit these hospitals, so far from the centre of the city, es- 
pecially the Lourcine, one must rise at six o'clock in the morning. 
Think of that, ** ye who sleep on beds of ease." The life of an 
American student in this metropolis is truly fatiguing. He rises 
early in the morning for his hospital visit. When that is over, 
he pursues the hons of the town, as the hunter chases the buffido 
on the western prairie. The resemblance fails, when evening 
comes, for it brings no rest to the student. He must spend his 
nights at theatres or operas, at public or private balls. Some 
space also must be found to empty his overloaded cranium of the 
accumulations of his observation, or the consequences might be 
serious. And this perhaps is the most agreeable occupation 
of all, and somewhat contributes to reconcile him to those enor- 
mous encroachments on his time, that leave him scarcely more 
than two or three hours for necessary sleep, which but imper- 
fectly refreshes the body, jaded by so much exercise, and destin- 
ed to re-commence each day the same fatiguing routine. 

The good New England farmer once every week winds up hii 
family clock. My hebdomadal to you has a similar effect on aM» 
beside periodically suggesting to my mind the images of you and 
my country. These insist on mingling with my daily tbouglili^ 
however, on a variety of occasions, without the least invitation or 
prompting, and have taken upon themselves to be especially boay 
and familiar in the night- woric of the soul. 
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GoBXLiv Mahufactort or Tapkstrt and Cahpits — IirsAiri UosriTAt 
"La Salpstriiri/' for Aoid and Poor Womkn. 

A PART ofi yesterday was devoted to seeing some of the inex- 
haustible wonders of this city. In the company of several 
friends, I went to the famous Gobelin Manufactory. This estab- 
lishment is under the direction of the Government, and, among 
all the curiosities which the city affords, may with propriety be 
pronounced unique. Its object is the weaving of carpets and 
tapestry. Although the descriptions which I had read, prepared 
me to witness something grand, yet my most extravagant antici- 
pations were far surpassed by the magnificence of the manufac- 
tures. The edifices are situated at the very extremity of the 
oity, and the low poor houses of the Rue Mouffetard, the most 
filUiy and dangerous of all the streets of Paris, prepare one well 
to enjoy the contrast. The external, and even interior appear- 
ance of the buildings is not at all attractive. They consist of 
about half a dozen small houses, some of which are united by 



On entering the first one, immediately on the left, to which 
we were directed, we noticed on each side of the walls, hung in 
massive gilded frames, what appeared to be paintings of the 
highest order. Thinking it very strange to see articles of 0^ 
kind in a carpet manufactory, I was induced to examine them 
more closely, and discovered to my astonishment, that they were 
tpecimens of the tapestry here made. Among them were three 
lull-length portraits of Louis Philippe, which would be recognized 
at once without the smallest difficulty. They are copies of por- 
tnita executed at different periods of his life, and in yarious oni- 
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forms. Another represents the present Queen holding by the 
hand the young Count of Paris. 

Others are copies of paintings of living artists, whose works 
are now displayed in the gallery of the palace of Luxembouxg. 
Among them is the celebrated picture of the Destruction of the 
Janizaries by Horace Vemet, which » for beauty of coloring and* 
nicety of the shade, challenges comparison wiUi the original of 
this chef-d'oeuvrt of the talented artist. Should those young la- 
dies of my own land, who work sentimental slippers for their 
dear friends, and strangely delight to see their affectionate gifia 
trodden under foot, view these specimens of skilful handiworiL, I 
fear that they would scarcely be satisfied in future with the 
phjTsiognomies, which make up faces at us on thdr music sUxris 
and tabourets. An eye in a Gobelin production is not a black or 
colored blot with a white streak in it, placed somewhere upon 
something of a brick color, meant for a face. Nor is it an acoa- 
rate representation merely, but it speaks and flashes, and the b^ 
holder feels the fire of the soul that animates the figure. The 
largest of these, the Destruction of the Janizaries, is about twenty 
feet by fifteen, perhaps larger. 

Leaving this room, we proceeded through numerous smaD 
apartments, in each of which are pieces of tapestry in yariout 
stages of progression. Beautiful landscapes, bunches of grapea, 
peaches, and all kinds of flowers and fruit, are growing under the 
hand of the workman. One particularly struck my attentkm. 
It was a porcelain dish of various fruits, placed upon the corner 
of a table of variegated marble. By its side lay a handkerchief 
with a lace border. So finely was the worsted wrought, that the 
figures in the dish, the stains in the marble, and even the delicate 
" work," and each thread of the lace, were distinctly visible, 
ne work b called the haute liste from the warp being vertioaL 
Tlie workman stands at the back of the canvas, on which be la 
employed, with the model behind, him, to which he occasionally 
refers, in order to adjust the color of his woolen or silken thrsad 
to that part of the picture ho is copjring, The object being to 
present as smooth and delicate a surface as posnble, all cuttbigs 
and fastenings are ptTfurmed on the back, which explains the 
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necessity of his operating on (he wrong side. A period from tn 
to six years is requisite for the completion of each piece ; and tl 
cost often amounU to thirty-five hundred dollars. Bnt even t 
this rate, the workmen are very meagerly paid ; the best of thei 
receiving but three hundred and sinty dollars per year. 

This establishment employs about one hundred and thirty opi 
rvtors. None of theu- productions are sold, being distribute 
among the various royal palaces, or giren away as presents b 
the king. The wools are dyed in an establishment connect« 
with this ; and numerous shades, unknown to commerce, are hei 
produced. Jean OobcUn, in 14S0, commenced this manufactun 
which was continued by his descendants, till purchased by Lou 
XIV. in 1662. During bis reign, under the administration o 
Colbert, Alexander's battles, the four seasons, the four elemenb 
and the hli^tory of the principal acts of Lous XIV. from his mai 
riage to his conquest of Francho Compte, w«'re wrought at tfa 
Oobclins from the design of Le Brun. Lourois caused tapestrit 
to be made during his administrations, after the mo»t beantifi 
originals in the king's cabinet, of Raphael, Julio Romano, an 
other famous painters in the schools of Italy, which were fin 
drawn in large dimscnions by the most able French paint«r 
attch as Ln Fosse, the two Coypels, Jouvenet, Person, &c. 

To the tapestry manufacture, one of carpets has been attachet 
which was made a royal establishment in 1004, by Marie de Med 
aa. Uke the former, the carpets are suspended perpendicularly 
with this difference, the workman is here placed on the right sid< 
Hie carpet is of the kind called Persian, having a long plush, bi 
for evenness of surface, fineness and strength, they are said to I 
superior. These magnificent productions, some of which ca 
thHy thousand dollars, an', like the tapestries, never sold. Tl; 
largest ever made was for the Louvre, in seventy-two pieces, u 
was thirteen hundred feet in length. Nothing can ciceed the 
goi^eousncss of color, and the surpassmg beauty of the figure* 

From the Oubeiins we went to the hospital devotrd to tl 
aged and poor women, and the female lunatics of Paris. It 
one of the most immense of the establishments of the uty. Tl 
distance around its walls exceeds three mdes. Within the ei 
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clotare are oontained the numerous buildingSy which fonnerij 
were used in the manufacture of saltpetre ; whence it derived ite 
name in common use 1a SalpHrUn, The population of the 
pUce is now about seven thousand ; but it has comprehended in 
by-gone jears, nearly ten thousand souls. A large church is 
most worthy of notice among buildings possessing little thai b 
remarkable, except their enormous sise. It is built in the font 
of a star, four angles of which compose as many chapels, whioh 
look particularly light and cheerful, when contrasted with the 
sombre appearance of other churches and cathedrals. Of the 
inhabitants at present, fifteen hundred are composed of hmaliesy 
idiots and epileptics. These are the materials used by Esquirol* 
in the formation of his distinguished treatise on the insane. With 
such opportunies for observation, it is not astonishing, that so tal* 
ented an individual should have accomplished such valuable re- 
sults. His successors are indebted for distinction more for their 
occupancy of his place, than any contributions they have made 
to science. The multitude of patients allows their classification 
according to their degree of lunacy, thereby contributing exceed- 
ingly to their happiness and probability of cure. This is in a 
great degree impracticable m the United States, from the limited 
number collected in one place ; which is very much to be regrei- 
ed, since it is well known, by all who have had the care of this 
imfortunate class of patients, that one noisy and turbulent indi- 
vidual is almost certain to excite all within Uie sound of his voice. 
The most violent are disposed of, in a place iar away from all the 
others. Within the exterior walls, are some twenty small brick 
houses, each having one, perhaps two apartments, containing 
a bed. These houses are about thirty feet from one another. 
Warmth is communicated by means of a stove placed in the 
walls ; the fire being kindled from without. One of these struc- 
tures in appropriated for an intendant, who has the charge of the 
patients placed here. In this manner the noisy and quarrelsome 
are prevented from exerting a detrimental influence on those 
around them. 

This method ha« been adopted in many of the Insane Hospitals 
of the United States, in a modified degree. One edifice in par- 
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ticular, at the city pauper establishment at Boston, has recentlj 
been erected, which however, I fear, will but partially eflfect its 
object, since it is to contain a half dozen patients, or more, who 
will mutually excite each other ; while from its contiguity to the 
main building, the noise can be easily heard, especially in summer, 
notwithstanding its arched walls are expected to entirely muffle 
the sound. The absence of the iron-grating, uniyersally seen on 
the windows of similar institutions in America, and the unlocked 
doors, permitting the patients to go out at will, into the inclosure, 
whose lofty walls forbid escape, comprise the most striking peculi- 
arities. Each of the separate divisions is supphed with a garden, 
courtyard and work-room, and in fact is a complete establishment 
in itself, totally unconnected with the others. Here are spots 
of land belonging to the patients, which, though neglected at 
this season, bear marks of order and attention. They wefe col- 
lected at our visit in the work-rooms, some of the old being en 
gaged in spinning flax, knitting, <fec. The making of clothing 
seemed the principal employment. In one I noticed a piano. 
The bed-rooms, arranged for twenty beds or more, were perfectly 
neat, the floors nicely waxed, and the linen white and clean. I 
wish some of our Yankee girls would learn to make a bed of the 
French. The sheets are always smooth, and everything disposed 
so comfortably, that one really likes to go to bed, which, with 
your good leave, I will now take the hberty of doing, being very 
much fatigued in recalling some of the incidents of the day's 
perambulations. As the perusal of thb letter will no doubt have 
a lulling influence on yourself, another reason is added for my 
retiring, and giving you an opportunity to enjoy your couch, 
which, I am persuaded, is an exception from the foregoing insin- 
nation. 
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rOR UAKIMQ FAfRlOVt— OoVflSTATOimB BOTAL DB MVSI^VI— Itc 
COVCBBT — BfADAMS DORVt-OftAt. 

SupiiiflnnoH has not yet been bamshed from the dTiBwd 
world. The high and noble of the land unite with men of intel- 
lect in venerating what more properly belongs to an age of bar- 
barism. They still eontinae to fall down and wonUp before 
blocks of wood and stone. This very day I noticed in the jonr- 
nals an account of a mandate of the archbishop of Paris, giving 
information, that on Sunday next, there will be exhibited in the 
ehurch of Notre-D&me, some of the most valuable and sainted 
relics that now exist They are enumerated substantially as fol- 
lows, according to the best of my recollection. The sidnted 
crown of thorns, which was placed on the most holy head of our 
divine Samur. A sainted nail, from the cross of our divine Sa- 
viour. The sainted reed, which was placed in the hands of our 
divine Saviour. Some of the most holy blood of our ever-vene- 
rated Saviour. Some of the My milk of the divine Virgin Mary. 
These remains are aU guarantied to be genuine, and represented 
to have performed at least one miracle by thenr divine pow«r» 
namely, that of saving themselves from the destmctaoo, wiiieh 
overwhelmed most objects of a similar character during the Ber- 
olution. Mens. Michelet, who loses no opportunity to have a hit 
at the absurdities of the Catholic religion, will doubUess expatiate 
upon thi'm. Why are not *' The Jesuits/' and a still later work 
of his. '* The Priest. The Wife, and The Family," translated and 
published in the United States 1 I imagine them to be exactly 
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the works to sell. They certamly overflow with genius. This, 
the excitement, which they cause among the " believers/' suffi- 
ciently attests. 

0, poor Americans, condemned to stay at home, far from the 
land, where everjrthing is collected, which can disgust or please ! 
Wonderful city ! comprising within its bosom whatever can gorge 
the coarsest taste, or delight the most refined. I am not of that 
class, who believe, with our friend Othello, that 

" He that it robb'd, not wanting what is stolen. 
Let him not know \ and he's not robb'd at all." 

On the contrary, it is, in my opinion, ^real substantial loss not to 
hear, whatever the circumstances may be, the delightful music 
with which this city abounds. In truth, I begin to feel a new 
liking for Paris, since I listened to the exquisitely fine Concert 
given this morning at the Italian Opera House. It was the mu- 
sic of a new composer, Felicien David. These compositions have 
been performed but two or three times this winter. At first, their 
novel character took the public by surprise. None knew how to 
judge them. The rules by which the inspirations of Euterpe are 
ordinarily tested, were here at fault, for these were of a different 
order. While the critics stood aloof in meditation, the multitude 
passed sentence, and applauded. Of course, the leaders quickly 
followed ; and nothing is now heard but loud and universal praise. 
The name of David seems destined to be almost as renowned as 
that of his royal namesake of Israel, who sang and played upon 
the harp so well, and danced, too, with all his might, though 
whether with much grace or not, admits a serious question. 
However that may be, the modem David has inscribed his name 
upon the roll of fame with those of Weber and Beethoven. 

Every ticket was sold for this his last Concert. The first part 
consisted of a symphony. Allegro, Andante, and Scherzo. The 
last movement of the Scherzo was received with loud plaudits. 
The second. La Darue des Astres — a chorus, with solo. Les Hi- 
rondelUs was beautifully sung by Mons. Dupont. This sweet 
song, which is marked with the peculiar style of the author, 
though in a less degree than many of the others, is adapted to 
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tbe capacities of ordinaiy singers, and will imdoabtedlj be 80(MI 
within the reach of all on the other nde of the water. Ia 0M- 
houk melodie, Le Sommeil de Paris chorus, with solos, finished 
the first part. The second was the performance of £$ Demrt, 
the chtf-d^otuvrt of this great composer. It is the deflcriptioii 
of the movements and actions of a caravan, with some accidents 
that befall it. The entree m the desert, orchestral " Glorifica- 
tion of Allah," grand choir. This is an exquisite passage. Hie 
appearance of the caravan is told bj a charming march and chd- 
rus ; but in the midst rises a wild storm, the wind whistles, and 
the caravan is all confusion. One can feel the hurricane and the 
clouds of flying sand beating agidnst Um, so perfect is the infita- 
tion. By and by the tempest lulls, and shortly alter the maifch 
is re-commenced. 

In the second division are the " Hymn to the Night,'* and 
the " Evening Revery," two enchanting songs, which I wish that 
you could hear ; I am certain you would then pardon me for 
filling your page with this description. In the third b the 
*' Rising of the Sun.*' This to me is one of the miracles per- 
formed by music. At first, in the breathless stillness, whioh 
reigned throughout the crowded theatre, a slight sound might 
with difficulty be heard, like the buzzing of a musquito, aroused 
by the faintest ray of light shed upon the world. This increases 
imperceptibly, and the solitary insect is joined by another and 
another. This trill changes to a fifth higher, as the twilight 
deepens, and increases in force, till the sun bursts with a fiood of 
light from behind the hills, and any of the audience who may 
have been sleeping, are awakened by shouts of applause, ^le 
old walls, accustomed as they are to respond to hearty ezpret- 
sions of delight, shook fearfully with the unwonted fervency of 
the unanimous and thundering demand for a second pcrformanoe. 

I scarcely remember being more pleased, than at this concert. 
The orchestra of one hundred and fifty performers, seemed im- 
bued with the spirit of the composer, and played with uncx>mmon 
precision and taste. The name of David, without any farther 
works, is immortiil. He appears to desire the resuscitation of the 
neglected instruments, the oboe and bassoon, as most of his solos 
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are composed for them. These excellent instruments will un- 
doubtedlj be more used hereafter on this account. ** The Des- 
ert " is in the market to-day, and selling in great numbers, and 
also a portrait of the author on stone. 

In a former letter I informed you how they made the fashions, 
but I have not yet enlightened you as to the time and place of 
their origin. Within the last few days I have been to the great 
manufactory, the Champs Elys^es, to witness their formation. 
Good Friday, and the two preceding days, are celebrated in 
Paris as the f^te of Long Champs. This f^te originated 
in a custom, among the fashionable and wealthy, of going in 
Passion week to attend Mass at the Abbey Long Champs, at- 
tracted thither by the superiority of the music. After the de- 
molition of the Abbey the drive to the woods of Boulogne waa 
still kept up. On the last of these days, or Good Friday, the 
Champs £lys6es was crowded with vehicles. These were mar- 
shalled into two lines, one going, the other returning, by the 
numerous guards, and not allowed to turn out, or deviate from 
the path, but were compelled to perform the entire circuit, a dis- 
tance of three or four miles. Being unable to proceed faster 
than a walk, this necessarily oocupied considerable time. In the 
centre, circulated more freely the carriages of the nobles, am- 
bassadors, and such others as could obtain permission. A cu- 
riously formed vehicle, of laige size, lined with white silk, and 
drawn by four horses of different colors, contained an extremely 
beautiful young lady in pink satin. By her side sat a dashing 
buck. The driver, with two lackeys behind, shone in purple 
coats and scarlet breeches. This remarkable apparition attracted 
vast attention. The tiny carriage and little horses of Gen. Tom 
Thumb, or, as here designated. Gen. Tom Poucc, constituted the 
only representative, that I observed, of the United States. His 
excellency himself, disliking a crowd, unless of persons with each 
a dollar in his hand to neutralize its vulgarity, staid at home. 
Each side of the carriage way was filled with a dense crowd of 
spectators, amounting in the entire length, by estimation, to two 
hundred thousand persons. 

Usually, the fashions of the coming season are invented, or at 
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whole evening, and those only by the flickering ray of a candle 
about as bright as an American fire-fly. But I heard the musio 
distinctly. What could be desired more ? I did not come to 
eee ; and what lover of the muse, who makes her reyelations to 
the ear, could have ever thought of using his eyes, when such 
pieces were performed in a style that nobody else could do them, 
as Haydn's Creation, Overture to Oberon by Weber, (encored) 
Symphonie in ut Minor of Beethoven ! The Boston Handel and 
Haydn Society, and Boston Academy of Music have performed 
these pieces, and the little world of the Literary Emporium were 
delighted. Are there not many of those fright-eyed ladies, who 
were then so enchanted, who would most gladly be thus shut up in 
a dark closet with me ? There is no knowing what they would 
do — in order to hear the sweet voice of the celebrated Madame 
Dorus-Gras warbling the beautiful strains of Haydn's most beau* 
tiful Oratorio. 

Music has carried me through this sheet, which I commit to the 
mercy of the waves, trusting it will have a better fate than the 
three American packet ships, whose loss all deplore, especially 
those who have again to cross the big water, and who found sea* 
sickness quite sufficient, without going to the bottom. I have a 
suspicion that this letter is rather stupid ; if otherwise, it must be 
accounted for by the following, which was once said by some* 
body, and which I leave every one to translate for himself, and 
apply as he can — Les bon mots sont des fruits, qui viennent mju 
etre cultivis, lis surprennent autant ceux, qui les disent, que eeus 
qui les icautetU, 
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A TRm old adage says : ^' Where tliere is a will, there u a 
way." Like many other intellectual heir-looms, which haire 
come down to as from the Hood, it has been much oftener on 
our tongues, than in our practioe. But if you ever have the mia- 
fortune to be imprisoned in a crowd, I advise you to summon oise 
of these " old saws,*' to your aid ; for you will find, as you ahall 
see I did on a recent occasion, that Uiey are eminently useful ia- 
struments to cut a passage through. At such a crisb politeiiets 
and perseverance are invaluable pioneers ; and, if the patient eao 
have the good fortune to summon to his aid the spirit of wisdmn, 
wrapped up m a classic cuticle, such as Suaviter in modo, ftrtUtr 
in re, for example, his speedy delivery is certain. The truth of 
this I had abundant experience of in going to the Oollege of 
France to hear a Professor deliver one of hb usual lectures, of 
which I will tell jrou by and by. 

Much as we boast in America of our fscilittes for general in- 
formation, our 8}'stem is by no means perfect. A common adn- 
cation can be acquired, it is true, at least in the Northern Stalea ; 
and so far it is well. But how long are\he Common Schools, tlie 
legacy of the Puritans, to last ? Apostates have kmg ago boon 
found to disparage the character of an ancestry, of which they 
are unworthy ; and bigots have now appeared in sheep's cloChpg 
V) di»torb, and 6na11y destroy, some of those invaluable instha- 
tions, which — and nothing else — ^have made our country, what it 
is. The H<*eds of decay and min are being planted in the Oom- 
mon School system, and theological seotarista are layii^ on it tlM 
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spoiler's hand, and parting its once seamless robe among them. 
Alas, for the time, when the glory of New England and New 
York shall be quenched in total eclipse ! God shield me from 
the sight of our School-grounds turned into cabbage plots ! O, 
may I never live to see the day, that shall witness the treacher- 
ous conversion of these sacred nurseries of sound letters and 
humane manners into arenas of polemic wrangling, or spots for 
teadiing a man-invented catechism, longer or shorter ! 

But though the Common School — ^the palladium of the Repub- 
lic — ^Ls certainly menaced with a fearful trial by those large sec- 
tions of the community, who are accustomed to look upon their 
paKy advantages, as superior to the common welfare, yet the 
strong common sense of the people at large, it is hoped, wiD 
warn them of the danger, and cause them to rally for the rescue 
of an institution, peculiarly their own, and eminently democratic. 
This is more than can be affirmed of the colleges, which are too 
exclusive in their action, contribute less to the common stock of 
science, literature and improvement, than is justly expected of 
their imposing organization and munificent endowments ; and 
wear an air of stately exclusion, which contrasts unfavorably with 
the American theory of Government, and with similar institutions 
in this country. In France the portab of the hbraries and hter»- 
ry institutions are thrown wide open, and the rich and poor stand 
<m equal ground. Lectures are daily delivered on every subject, 
with which man is conversant, by professors of the profoundesi 
learning. Of every language that is spoken in Europe, or Asia, 
there is a public instuctor. No subject is too abstruse or rare for 
the pubhc to hear ; no experiments too costly for them to see. 
The people pay, and should they not have an equivalent ? Ah ! 
France is indeed a glorious country. No wonder the Frenchman 
feels so keenly the amoar de patrie, and, having made a fortune 
in a foreign land, sighs to return to la belle France, and to spend 
it there. No ties are generally strong enough to bind him per- 
manently to any other soil, or prevent him from coming home to 
lay his bones in his native earth. 

When in my last letter I ventured to assign to France, not only 
a happy phyaoal poMtion with regard to variety of climate and 
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prodactioDS, and an attractive centre for the selecteat treaaurea of 
other countries, but to designate her capital, as a focus where 
science, the arts, all sorts of learning, refinement, taste, luzuj, 
and sensuality, if you please, convei^e, and make her perhaps 
the most brilliant star in the Universe, I anticipated that the want 
of freedom might be objected, as casting a deep sha^e upon an 
otherwise bright exterior. And what is Amerioaak liberty ? Does 
it not consist in the absence of all restraint in speech and action, 
except what is necessary for the general welfare ? And is the 
Frenchman a bondman ? Certainly not. In many respects in- 
deed he is freer than my countrymen. He is not depressed bj 
the sunreillanoe of public opinion, which, though often a salutary 
cheek, is sometimes, it must be confessed, the most vexatious of 
tyrants. Why, what degree of comfortable liberty can a poor 
fellow enjoy, even under his own vine and fig tree, if the busy 
body of a public is taking notes ^ the while ? If every man is 
a spy, and every old woman an agent of the police, or a bill-stick- 
er to make proclamation of his violation of some of its often ar- 
bitrary and foolish rules, his life becomes a perpetual running of 
the gantlet. Though this odious despotism of the public, which 
spares not even one's own castle, does not possess the power of 
actual imprisonment, it notwithstanding, imposes heavy bail, and 
lays a man under bonds for good behavior, as long as he lives. 
One may wear a hat in Paris of any form, or a cap of Harvard 
College notoriety, if he chooses ; he may put on a coat of any 
cut or color ; a Dickens' bear-skin, even, and no mob will follow 
on his trail, no inquisitive stranger ask him the price of his in- 
teguments. 

I found mjTself near one of the lecture rooms of the College 
of France fifteen minutes before the usual hour, and resolved to 
hear, and see the " agitator," the Dr. Steiger of France, the 
inflexible persecutor of Jesuitism — Mons. Michelet But, though 
so early, not only was the hall filled, but the steps also leading to 
it ; and numbers were going away in despair of effecting an en- 
trance. On the strength, however, of the maxim with which this 
letter commences, and with the exercise of a little agility, which it 
'nspired, I soon carried the place by escalade, and was finally 
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most comfortably seated directly in front oi the speaker. Before 
the lecture began, I had ample time to inspect two large pictures, 
representing passages in the history of the college, and to exam- 
ine the audience, with a yiew of ascertaining its character. The 
two front rows were occupied by ladies, without whose patronis- 
ing presence few lectures of any sort are ever deUvered. My 
scrutmy, however, resulted in nothing satisfactory. The only 
peculiarity noticed was two negroes of the most polished ebony, 
which contrasted agreeably with the less highly colored com- 
plexions around them. 

The stillness of the assembly, and my reflections, were suddenly 
interrupted by a clapping of hands and other demonstrations of 
welcome, and I saw entering at a side door, a gentleman of some 
fire feet six or seven inches in height. His form was slightly 
bent, but not with age, for he appeared not to have seen more 
than fifty years at the utmost. His dress, with the exception of 
a white vest, was entirely black. Seating himself behind a table, 
and waiting a sufficient time for the greetings to subside, he com- 
menced his lecture. The face of Mons. Michelet has Uttle that 
m remarkable, as the features are quite regular ; but his dark eyes 
are bright and beautiful. His gray hair, parted nearly in the 
noddle, is suffered to grow long, almost encircling his ears. He 
wears neither beard nor mustache, and his somewhat sunken 
cheeks are without any other color, than the general yellow tint 
of his whole face, which indicates an infirm condition of health. 

As a speaker, he is forcible rather than elegant. In the tones 
and modulations of his voice he has a mannerism, reminding one 
sometimes of a Methodist preacher ; at others of a theatrical per- 
former, especially in his cadences, which are drawn out with a 
slow, tragic intonation. Otherwise, his delivery made no preten- 
sion to oratory. like most of the French professors, he sits, 
while pronouncing his lecture, in consequence of which his ges- 
ticulation is much repressed. It is his clear and logical deduction, 
which renders his discourses so attractive. Add to this an ever- 
pleasing power of analysis, a vem of humor and sarcasm, and 
the excitement which agitates all around, and extends through 
Europe, I may say, against Jesuitism, and his popularity may be 
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accounted for in some degree. His remarks, which are extempo- 
raneous, with the exception of a few notes before him, were fre- 
quently interrupted by applause. Note books and reporters were 
very numerous ; and his distinct, slow utterance made it easy to 
transfer all he said to paper, word for word. 

Michelet, and his colleague Quinet, are causing a great commo- 
tion throughout the kmgdom. A short time ago a petition came 
from Marseilles, numerously signed, praying the Chamber of 
Deputies to stop the lectures of the former. His last work^ 
Du Prttrt, des Ihnmes, de la FamUle, has, in the space ai a few 
months, gone through six or seyen editions. The priests are 
doing their utmost to allay an excitement, which, they are Tery 
well aware, can be kept up only at their expense. But I hare 
not heard that any of them, as yet, have used any Brownmm 
knock down arguments. I trust, before long, to introduce to yoa 
Mons. Quinet. 

"With much difficulty I have succeeded in gaining admittance 
to the prisons of Paris. Of these there are about a dozen, con- 
taining every class and grade of offenders. The government ii 
exceedingly slow in granting permissions to visit them, for various 
and obvious reasons ; and it was only after making great exor^ 
tions, and explaining that I did not wish to enter them from mere 
curiosity, but from a desire to study their construction and ar- 
rangement, the treatment of the prisoners, their food and accom- 
modations, the character and amount of their labor, and other 
particulars, for future use, that the privilege was at last granted 
to mc. 

The first that I visited, was one of the oldest in the city, the 
Conciergerie. Its rough and gloomy aspect struck me very for- 
cibly, the more, no doubt, because, since my entrance Into 
France, my \isits have been principally to see the grand and 
beautiful, with, now and then, a peep into the fantastical or gro- 
tesque. In architecture, noble churches and splendid palacee 
have been the chief objects of my contemplation. The differ- 
ence was startling indeed between their waxed floors, walls glit- 
tering with gf»ld, and glowing with the handiwork of renowned 
artists, and tlie grim, cold stone, grated windows, and iron doors 
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of Uieae dark habitaticHis of crime. The contrast is, noiwith- 
■tanding, not so great as may be imagined ; for both are a8K>- 
eiated with historic, or redolent with romantic lore ; both hare 
been the abodes of longs. In both, subtle statesmen have plot- 
ted ; sweet maidens, and innocent princesses, mghed. What, 
then, is the mighty difference ? Ah ! " Disguise thyself as thou 
wilt, still Slavery ! stiU thou art a bitter draught ! and, thou^ 
thousands, in all ages, have been made to drink of thee, thou art 
no less letter on that account." 

I will describe these buildings more or less minutely, oonuneiie- 
ing as nearly as possible, in the order that the prisoners enter 
them. The first, then, is the D^pot de la Pr^iure da PaUei. 
This was erected in 1828 at a cost of sixty thousand d(dlarB, and 
is situated near the river Seine, at the head quarters of the P)re- 
fect of the Police. It is capable of containing three hundred 
persons ; but now has generally one hundred and fifty. Thougli 
comparatively a modem structure, it is not buUt- upon a 
. recent model, but resembles the gloomy strongholds of the oklen 
time. Its fastenings and windows have not their strong and mas- 
nve look, however ; and this arises from the circumstance, that the 
occupants are such as are ye/ only cuxused of crime. Everybody 
arrested in Paris is first brought to this place, where they do not 
remain more than two or three days. The edifice is divided into 
several apartments, appropriated to the various grades of those 
who are confined. Those accused of crime are separated from 
such as are arrested for minor offences. The young are divided 
from the old, males from females, those respectably clad from 
the filthy and drunken, and finally, the sane from the insane. 
The polite director himself accompanied me round the apartmenta, 
obligingly pcHnted out their peculiarities ; explained their uaea, 
and, what was more than all, answered my numerous inquiries. 
Beside these general divisions, there are subdivisions into prirato 
and single rooms, and others for a multitude of twenty or thirty. 
The former rooms ar^ plain, every one having a grated window^ 
and each containing a bedstead, generally of wood, but some- 
times of iron ; the sacking of the latter so arranged, however, 
that its principal advantage^ — ^freedom from vermin — is countor- 
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acted. On this are placed two or three mattreaaea, of a miztora 
of wool and hair, with anitable aheeta and blanketa, which alto- 
grether make up a yery comfortable bed ; a chair completea the 
furniture of the dormitory. The arrangementa for the toilet are 
poor. A basin of water permita the indulgence of washing ; \mi 
wh^i a towel is asked for, the response is the same aa waa made 
to the heroine of Mrs. Clavers, " Haint you got a 'andkerchert'' 
One who has money can command such Uiinga aa he pleasea. 
The large rooms are filled with the commonest people. Extend- 
ing the entire length of one side of the room is a aomethkig» 
whose use one cannot at first imagine. It resembles the leaf of 
a table, but is in fact a species of bedstead, constructed without 
sacking. This is let down at night, and coreied with mnttresocs ; 
here, with all their clothes on, the whole company of twenty 
or more, as the case may be, sleep together in the same bed* 
Truly crime, as well as poverty, makes strange bed-fellows. Is 
the day time the mattresses are piled away in a comer, and tlia 
bedstead is elevated again to make room for promenading. Budi 
lodging strikes one as rather too bad at first ; but after taking a 
view (k the motley crew, who, like Uie Ckountkeur, never took 
their clothes off, perhapa in all their lives, to go to bed, the slighi 
deficiency of etiquette almost disappears, and b partially atoned 
for by its manifest convenience. Many of the company, indeed, 
it is quite probable, never enjoyed a better lodging. One of tha 
wards is appropriated exclusively to common prostitutes, who 
have been apprehended for making a noise in the streets, intoai- 
cation, or disease. Another b for the insane, found wandmng 
at large. After their examination, which follows the arrest, a 
soon as posnible, these are all either discharged, or sent to other 
prisons for their trial. All the Courts are held in the Palab de 
Ju»tic(*, of which the Ccmiergtrit b a dependence, and with whioh 
it iH united by an internal passage. To thb last all prisoners oa 
tnnl are brought for convenience, and, at its close, are liberated, 
or conveyed in the space of two days to the places of their 
S4'nteTn*e. 

llie Cnnritrf/erif claims a dreadful pre-eminence among moat of 
the <Kher prii^ms in it« local hbtory. Within its frowning walls 
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have been enacted many of the bloodiest and most horrible 
tragedies of tyrannical power, and of the no less arbitrary tio- 
lence of infuriated popular vengeance in the numerous revolutions. 
The entrance is by an arch in the QtiM de VHorhge to a court, 
and thence through a great gate, guarded by a portcullis. The 
stem, sombre vestibule subdues the mind to a tone suited to the 
gloomy apartments to be afterwards seen. From the vestibule 
one door conducts to the greffe, where is the office of the direct- 
ors ; another to the advocate's room, where the counsel of the 
prisoners are admitted to consultations with them. It is divided 
from the vestibule by a grated partition ; so that it is completely 
under the inspection of a multitude of jailors, who are constantly 
seated there. Another door leads to the parloirs, or speaking 
rooms. There are two for the two sexes, and are alike in thdr 
construction, which is peculiar. A double grating two feet 
asunder, divides the room into two parts, into one of which the 
prisoner is introduced, and the visitor into the other. None but 
relations, with a few exceptions, are allowed to visit here. From 
this description, it is apparent, that nothing can be communicated 
from the visitor to the prisoner, who, in addition to this effectual 
isolation, is subjected to the incessant vigilance of a jailor. In 
this prison there are few private apartments, properly speaking, 
though every one sleeps alone in a small room, which occaskm- 
aUy contains two beds. The furniture is similar to that already 
spoken of at the D6p6t. At seven in the morning a bell sum* 
mens all to rise and sweep out their rooms ; at eight they are 
served with their allowance of soup ; at ten with their meat, and 
at twelve with vegetables. They may eat them when they 
choose, but they have no more till the next morning recom- 
mences the same routine. They all enter into a common court- 
yard together ; in the centre of which, a fountain permits to all, 
who wish, the privilege of washing. In this court-yard, the 
assassin and thief, the footpad and burglar, assemble together. 
In bad weather a large room affords them shelter; when 
cold, the cell of Louvel, the murderer of the Duke de Berri, 
contains a stove, round which they gather. This is the only 
place, which is warmed on the men's side. In the D6p6t, on 
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die contraiy, each cell u wanned by aa iron pipe nmaing ikroiq[ll 
it, heated by steam. The cell of LouTel u cireslar, and in ths 
top of its arched ceiling is a hook, from which was suapettded ths 
iron cage, in which he was confined. The dungeon u who% 
destitue of light, but what comes from the graled door. 

The side of the females is the same, aa that of the moi, eaeepi 
that the chauffoir is a common apartment; but, at the same tine» 
it is the most remarkable of rooms. That, now used for the 
Sacristie, b particularly worthy of notice ; for it was here that the 
unfortunate Queen Marie Antoinette was incarcerated two montha 
and a half; and left it only for the guillotine. The room is now 
much altered and enlarged by the addition of sereral smaller ones ; 
but its original dimensions are easily discernible. Allowing for 
the part, occupied by her bed, a space of ten feet by two waa 
all that remained for a tenant of palaces, and a daughter of the 
illustrious house of Hapsburgh. Behind, a small room was con- 
stantly occupied by an armed guard, who watched every motion. 
It now contains three excellent pictures, which, from the darknoM 
of the room lighted only by a colored glass window, are scarcely 
▼isible. They commemorate portions of ^e sad history of her 
checkered life ; her parting from her family before going to pris- 
on ; her prison, as it was, when she was there ; her dress with 
every article truthfully painted ; and her absolution by the priest, 
before she mounted the scaffold. Her sweet face, as there de- 
pictured, with the memory of her excellent character, made even 
the jailor blush for the despicable and unmanly barbarity of his 
country. This room leads to the chapel, where mass \m chanted 
every Sabbath to the assembled prisoners. The men are stationed 
below, and the women in a grated gallery above, which screena 
them effectually from observation. 

A large apartment, now unoccupied, is used in times of distur- 
bance, to confine persons under arrest ; and is capable of contain- 
ing two hundred individuals. Still another, much smaller, with- 
out any furniture but a stove, is called the Condemned Cell, in 
which all, on whom judgment of death has been pronounced, 
are confined, till their removal to the Primm det Co mdamm ii, 
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They are sent hither, as soon as sentenced, a strait jacket pat 
upon them, a mattress laid for them in a comer, and an armed 
soldier placed on constant guard in the cell. Three dajs after 
sentence they are executed, unless they consent to make confes- 
sions, in which case forty days are allowed them. 

No work is done in the Conciergerie, and its capacity is two 
himdred and fifty persons, though rarely containing that number. 
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PutoRfl OP P4EI8 — St. Lazari — Kk Actkiss opf TBI Stagi— FlUM* 

PuBLiQUis — Debtors' Prisoii. 

ly continuing the particular description of the prisons of this 
metropolis, we come to that exclusively devoted to females. 8t 
Lazare, situated in the rue du Faubourg St, Denis, was, at the 
close of the sixteenth century, a hospital for the leprous. When 
that loathsome disease was extirpated, it was given to the estab- 
lishment of Saint Vincent de Paul, and to Uie congregation, which 
he founded in 1625. From being a Convent of the Lazarists, h 
was employed for the confinement of genteel young debauchees 
and licentious poets, till it has now been converted into a place 
for the detention of females committed for trial, or condemned 
to a confinement of less than a year ; or for those, awaiting re* 
moval to the general prison in the centre of the kingdom at Cler- 
mont, whither all are conveyed, who have been sentenced for a 
long term. 

Before proceeding farther, let me remind the reader, that St. 
Lazare is the thrilling scene of many a chapter of Eugene Sue's 
Mysteries of Paris. Here are the walls that encompassed the 
sweet Fleur de Marie, the kind-hearted Rigolette, and the bold, 
fearless Louve. While reading that work, I remember being 
struck with the achievement of Louve in saving the drowning 
Marie by plunging into the rapid Seine. My surprise has ceased^ 
This apparently improbable portion of the history is now render- 
ed less remarkable, for I find, that a great many French women 
are expert swimmers. The river in summer is almost concealed 
by immense floating buildings in the form of a hollow square. In 
these buildings are baths ; and in the centre, which is covered so 

7 109 




110 OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. 



B8 to defy the intrusive eye, is the swimming school. There are 
many of them of both sexes, and both are well filled during tba 
warm weather. A few days since, at noon-day, a poor girl, in a 
fit of melancholy at the loss of a lover, threw herself from one of 
the bridges with the design of putting an end to life and sorrow 
together. A cry of horror arose from the numerous by-standeiB» 
but not a soul moved to her rescue. A splendid carriage sud* 
denly drove up, a young woman in gay attire leaped out, and 
casting aside her rich cashmere and fine bonnet, plunged fearleea- 
ly into the swiftly running current, which foamed in wild eddies 
twenty feet below. Bravely she buffeted the waves, though en- 
oumbered with heavy clothes, reached the miserable unfortunate, 
and brought her to the river side, where both were assisted oak 
The girl was saved, and her lover, struck with remorse, returned 
to her. Her daring rescuer, having played her part brilhanUy in 
the comedy of the morning, was heartily greeted in the evening 
by the applause of another crowd, assembled to see her enaet 
her part in another comedy at one of the Boulevard theatrea, of 
which she is a member. Were the women of America thus phjrtt* 
oally educated, the disaster that befell the Swallow, and sinoilar 
ones, would probably not be attended with so painful a sacrifiee 
of human life. 

Hoping by this little episode to have caught your attentMNi* 
you may be willing to go with me into the prison, and learn tta 
condition, which is the object of my visit. It is divided into tkrm 
fundamentally distinct partSy each of which is the receptacle of 
different classes of individuals, who are entirely separated fiam 
one another. The first contains persons committed for trial. Tks 
second those who are undergoing sentence of imprisonment ; and 
the third is for young children under sixteen years of age. I ahdl 
eay iiothing of the first, as it is like others of the kind in similar 
buildings. The second class is principally one peculiar to Paris» 
to understand which requires some prehminary description. The 
filUs'publiques of the city are subject to regulations of Oovem- 
ment in every respect. To engage in this vocation, it is requisile 
to have the name and residence recorded at the office of the Pre- 
foot of the Polioe. A license is then granted, as one u in our 
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eoontry to a retailer of ardent spirits ; with this exception, that 
on the certificate are inscribed the rules and regulations for tfa6 
control of their behaxior, which are carried into actual execntioii, 
instead of sleeping on the statute-book. These consist principally 
in limiting the hours and places of their peracabulations. They 
are forbidden for example to enter any of the public gardens, tlM 
Palais Royal, and many other places ; to address in the streets 
any one, who has a child or female in company, or any one what- 
erer before the city is lighted in the evening, or after eletea 
o'clock, drc. &c. This card is frequently reqmred to be shown to 
any of the numerous police, who may happen to imagine, that a 
woman has commenced business without a license. The rerene 
of the card supplies a place for the date of her phyncian's risii. 
There are more than two hundred of these physicians, called ofi* 
ciers de santi, supported by the government, whose whole duty is 
to keep an eye upon the health of this class, ne quid detrimenH 
retpublica capiat. To effect this object, every mai$on dtB fiOei k 
licensed, and visited weekly. The loose women, who occupy 
their own apartments, go themselves once a fortnight to the bu* 
reau at the Hotel de Ville for a similar purpose. The rules are 
so rigidly enforced, that if any are detained a day or two beyond 
the time prescribed, a messenger is despatched at once to inquire 
the reason. Change of residence can make no difference, for the 
police know every inhabitant of the city, and every alteration of 
abode is immediately noted. Disease among them is treated aa a 
crime ; such as are thus g^ty, are sent to the prison of St. I*- 
zare to stav till cured. 

The whole system arises from an opinion, that this maas of 
moral evil is necessary, and absolutely beyond a cure. Whether 
this is true or not, I shall not now undertake to discuss ; but it b 
apropos to remark, that we all ought to understand the state of 
the question. For it is an actual and mighty leprosy of the soeU 
body, like intemperance, lotteries and gaming. About these and 
some other epidemic vices, every man is called upon, and bo«md 
most solemnly to act. It is consequently a duty, pressing him 
Mrith equal force to think, investigate and decide. There are b«l 
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two ways of treating these disorders of the state — ^for he is not a 
good citizen who does not regard them as such— one is extermi- 
nation ; the other regulation ; and people have arranged them- 
selves into two denominations, espousing respectively these divei^g- 
ing modes. The subject is eminently practical ; but still cannot 
be trusted wholly to experiment. The advantages of control with 
respect to the femme publique are practically shown in the small 
amount of disease in this city, compared with London, New York, 
and even moral Boston, where the adverse theory of legal extir- 
pation is strongly practiced on, with all the favorable countenance, 
which public opinion can lend. Disease however is by no means 
a measure of the mischief, either to society, or this infected portion 
of it. Other consequences equally hateful flow from this copious 
fountain, and its very extent, however regulated, is itself an evil 
of alarming magnitude. But I have little time to mention even 
facts, and none at all to build theories on them. Of this class of 
persons the prison contains at present upwards of three hundred. 
They occupy the hospitals principally, which are large and com- 
modious. \ 

The third aection contains the Orphan Children, who, having 
nothing to do, are begging in the city, and leading a vagabond 
life, like Fleur de Marie ; or making the flrst timid experiments 
in petty thieving. Such are taken from the streets, and placed 
here, where they often find better accommodations, and are really 
happier, than ever before at any period of their lives. 

In their treatment, conveniences, nourishment, and other par- 
ticulars, no difference is known among the classes. All are roused 
at six o'clock from their slumbers, and in half an hour proceed to 
their respective work-rooms, where they labor under the super- 
intendence of an officer. Needlework of various kinds is tlieir 
chief employment. There is, however, a manufactory of paper 
boxes, and another of suspenders. The strict discipline, enforced 
in the American Houses of Correction, is not observed ; but 
every thing is conducted in a much more lenient way. The pris- 
oners are not prevented from conversing together in the work 
rooms, if no noise is made to disturb the prevalent tranquillitj. 
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On the entrance of any one, aU stop their work to cast a glaaoe, 
and sometimes a prolonged gaze, at the visitor, which furakihta a 
striking contrast to the manners of American institutioiis. No 
task is allotted, each laboring as she pleases, provided her indo- 
lence is not noticed by the superintendent Work is continnad to 
six o'clock p. M., interrupted only by their meals and hours of re- 
creation. This sounds strangely — recreation in a prison I It u 
so, notwithstanding. Two hours a day— one in the iaoniiiig, 
the other in the afternoon — all are permitted to walk in the oonii 
shaded by fine trees ; and there they laugh and sing and amme 
themselves together, as much as they like, keeping within the 
limits of good order and decorum. In these courts are fountains^ 
which are the general wash-bowls, but refreshing breeies are the 
only towels, which the government supplies. 

In this prison, as elsewhere, it may be seen, how much bettor 
it is to be a great rogue, than a small one : to steal a thousand 
dollars than to pilfer one; for here, as at St. Pelagic, money 
will procure every object of desire. Six sous a week will bay 
the privilege of sharing a room with one or two others^ and 
of working in it instead of the public shop. The ill heahh 
of the prostitutes confines most of them to the hospital. This 
is a long hall with partitions, extending only to the entry, whioli 
traverses the whole length of the edifice. This arrangement ii 
attended with the advantage of supplying a number of separato 
rooms with an improved ventilation, and an easier superintendttioe. 
There are a resident physician and apothecary ; the physician 
en chef visits the establishment every morning. For punishment 
of bad behavior, the shower bath, black hole, and such like, are 
entirely unknown. The sole correction is solitary confinement in 
her room without change of food for four days at most. On ei- 
pressing my astonishment at its lightness, my conductor said that 
"soljtary confinement is enough for tMmt^n." In an adjoining 
chapel, those who arc inclined, ntti^nd mass on the Sabbath ; the 
number of .such amounts to alK>ut half of tlie inmates. The internal 
manii^em<*nt is undor the diriTtion of the inestimable Sbters of 
Charity. The^ie relt^eunrt have the care of all the institutions in the 
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city, where females are confined ; and their winning ways, and 
attractive kindness, have been the means of drawing many from 
the devious paths, into which they had been straying. The work 
executed here, is of the most perfect description ; funds are thus 
collected, which are remitted to them on their enlargement. 

The Pruonfor Debtors i& situated in the Rue de Clichy, a re- 
tired quarter, where most of the English population live. To be 
a candidate for admission to this Retreat, a debt of thirty dollarB» 
fai the case of a foreigner, is a necessary qualification. It must be 
payable to the original creditor ; and the candidate must be un- 
der seventy years of age. No person can be arrested on a Sun- 
day, or fete day ; or in any place of religious worship, or of the 
constituted authorities ; or in any private house, if admittance is 
refused ; or between sunset and sunrise. These popular enact- 
ments naturally cause many debtors from England to take refuge 
in this city. The creditor, who puts a man in prison, must make 
a monthly advance of his board at the rate of six dollars per month ; 
neglecting which only for a day, the debtor is set at liberty. — 
The doors are opened to him at a fixed time, in proportion to the 
amount of the debt ; and the creditor has no further power to 
again confine him, the debt being thus legally canceUed. Im- 
prisonment for a debt, less than one hundred dollars, ceases in 
two years : in four years for two hundred dollars ; and in ten 
years for all sums above a thousand. 

The lot of these individuals is not very unfortunate. They are 
deprived of Uberty indeed ; but they pass a life of ease at the 
cost of others, and, judging from their faces, I imagine they have 
a merry time of it. Notwithstanding the universal cry of free- 
dom, men in all countries are ever ready enough to sell it ; the 
only question being about the price. The twenty cents a day are 
given directly to the debtor, with which sum he is to provide 
himself with food and lodging. The government charges him 
six cents a day for his room, furnished with a bed, two tables 
and three chairs. One would thmk, it would puzzle him to keep 
house with the small remainder of this sum, even with an allow- 
ance of a sufficient length of tether to enable him to do his mar- 
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keting himself. But most of them have money at command ; or 
friends, who come to see them, laden with prorisbns. Should 
no such providential manna be deposited for their gathering, 
they still can manage to keep the g^reat enemy, hanger, at hay, 
and even pass the time quite comfortably. 

The whole interior administration is rested in a Committee of 
Ways and Means, elected by the prisoners. A republican gor- 
emment is thus, you obsenre, already established in the heart of 
France. This Board have a table (Thote, where all, who wish^ 
can take their meals at a stipulated sum per day. They have 
also a capacious kitchen, and grant every one the privilege of 
cooking whatever he chooses, for two cents daily, which is as- 
certained to remunerate them for the charcoal used. They have, 
beside, some property, which belongs to the prisoners ; such as a 
billiard tabic, a nine- pin alley, and other things, which they lei 
to those who have money they can spare, at the rate, for in- 
stance, of two cents for thirty rolls at the alley. The friends of 
the prisoners are likewise allowed to spend their time with them 
from ten o*clock, a. m. to six, p. m. of every day. Each one has 
his room, which is furnished by himself, or friends, with variom 
degrees of luxury according to his ability or taste. A fine gar- 
den, adorned with trees and flowers, affords an agreeable pro- 
menade ; and no labor is exacted, but every one consumes his 
time precisely as he pleases. Many individuals might employ 
themselves as well within these walls, as without ; tailors for in- 
stance. And so might the poet, the flight of whose fancy is not 
to be hemmed in by stone partitions. I mean this hint for his 
particular benefit, for though the poet's comer may be after 
death, in some grand old Westminster Abbey, it is, notwithstand- 
ing, in his life time, apt to be the inglorious debtor's prison. 
ThtH, the only Institution for the confinement of debtors in the 
city, is culpable of containing four hundred indinduals ; but, si 
present, encloses only one hundred men, and eight women, who 
are kept, of course, in separate apartments. 

" We have always a good many of your countrymen," said the 
guide. What country ? " English.*' I am not English, but 
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American. " Ah ! we have but one now from America ; a Pro- 
testant clergyman of New York/' — ^weU-known to the residents 
of West Point. Another was pointed out to me, as tlie son of a 
peer of France, who, haying spent a fortune in prodigality, was 
expiating his indiscretion, and receiving, with the approbation of 
his father, some wholesome instruction in this severe school of 
economy. The penny postman had left his letters, and I had 
finished my visit ; so we both went out together. 
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this really noble bird. They bear this figure in their arms in 
allusion to the common method of expressing the cry of that 
bird among the Scotch " cocky — ^leery — Law^ If it is of an- 
cient adoption among the descendants of the Gauls, I suspect this 
emblem has become more popular than formerly. The shaft of 
the pillar contains in large letters of gold the names of the five 
himdred and four citizens, who were killed during the three 
memorable days of July, 1830, and now lie buried beneath it. 
On the top of the monument is a gilt figure, representing the 
genius of liberty. This image is said to be one of very great 
excellence. What pleased me more than anything was, to see 
the numerous wreaths, hung upon the pickets of the iron fence by 
the hands of affectionate relatives of the '* glorious dead." I anp- 
pose, there were some twenty, many of them fresh, beside others, 
which had apparently himg there for a long time. Under the 
mcmument runs the canal St. Martin, which is spanned by one 
stupendous arch of masonry. It was here that Bonaparte in- 
tended to erect an immense elephant in bronze, which, with the 
tower, was to have been seventy-two feet high, from whose tnink 
a fountain was to play. The project was to construct it of can- 
non to be taken in Portugal and Spain, but, unfortunately for the 
plan, these were never captured, and by consequence, the mam- 
moth water-spout was never built. The plaster model, howeTer, 
is remaining near the column. A monument on this plan is ex- 
pected to be erected shortly, but in another portion of the city. 

Retiiming from this digression to our primary destination, we 
entered the Hotel De Ville, or Town House, after lingering to ad- 
mire its elegant exterior. This, you may imagine, consumed some 
time, for it is one of the most beautiful buildings in Paris. It is in 
rain to attempt a description ; this must be reserved till my return. 
I will say, however, that it has turrets and minarets and windows 
and niches. These niches are filled with statues of the great men 
of France ; among whom I recollect liuffon, Rollin, Descartes, Sul- 
ly. This edifice was built by Philip Augustus, but, like the jack- 
knife, which had possessed seven new blades and five new handles, 
and yet remained the same instrument, the Hotel De Ville has 
been so thoroughly renewed, that its original founder himself 
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low wages allow them to buy few books, and their tastes select 
those of very indifferent character. The churches are therefore 
filled with the lower orders of men, and the higher classes of 
women. The latter are unfortimately not so well informed as 
in the United States. Two things are yery rare here, though of 
perpetual occurrence in America — ^blue stockings and prudes. 
The former are rarcB aves, the latter absolutely imknown. 

After church I went to the Louvre. A part of the old pictures 
has been taken away to make room for a yearly exhibition of the 
works of modem painters. This was the first day of public ex- 
hibition, since they have been placed there ; and notwithstanding 
the rain and " slosh," the crowd was very great The two sous, 
which are exacted for the care of umbrellas, must produce quite 
a sum for Louis Philippe. Speaking of umbrellas, they have an 
excellent custom at Paris in regard to the care of cloaks and other 
loose gear at all public places, and also at private balls, which 
ensures their safety. A number is attached to each article, which 
is then put away by a servant. A corresponding number is pre- 
sented to the owner, on the return of which, his property is in- 
stantly restored. How much better is this, than the vexatious 
exchange of garments at an American party or ball ! What a 
confusion of moveables and personal chattels ! What a disregard 
of old landmarks and notions of mcum and tuum ! It is almost 
as hazardous to be the last to depart from an American assembly, 
as to sit down to a dinner table after the guests have risen. What 
a capital scheme this ticketing would be on steamboats to secure 
the re-appearance of one*s boots ! At the masked balls a consid- 
erable revenue arises from the ten sous on each bundle. At the 
museums of Paris and Versailles, where two sous arc charged on 
canes, parasols and umbrellas, which are prohibited from being 
carried into the galleries, the income is forty thousand dollars a 
year. 

In such a crowd it was quite impossible to obsen^e the pictures. 
The critics, who have been permitted an entrance for several days, 
complain that the character of them is not equal to what it has 
been for several years past. In one thing, however, they are not 
inferior to the master-pieces of the old pamters. They are in 
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coarses/* on Chemistry, Theory and Practice of Physic, and other 
sciences ; — here were many engaged in " taking a course/' od 
Anatomy ; for the skin and bones they bestrode, often could not 
merit a better name. On one side, a hill cafled an essai, with a 
steep ascent and descent, afforded an opportunity to test their 
strength, and this is done by attaching them to a cart with 
clogged wheels. 

Mons. Thier's new work, the " History of the Consulate," a 
sequel or continuation of his " History of the Revolution," has sold 
with unprecedented success. The newspapers state, that ten 
thousand copies were disposed of the first day, and the edition 
exhausted. The fame, which he acquired by his first work, sells 
the second. I have seen no report of its character. 

The French generally serve up every kind of food separately. 
But there is one dish in the dessert, which is a mixture, called 
Its quatrt mendiants — the last word not in the lexicon, meaning, 
eatables — consisting of filberts, almonds, raisins and figs. The 
melange which I have prepared, though it will not compare with 
the mendiants in relish or adaptation, can boast, you must cer- 
tainly confess, of a much greater number of ingredients. 
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Birouta— Wiiaiffo EtTABLisBMiirTfl— St. Bulpiob— Tbb "Btrut**^* 
Cbambbk of PssKf— Teaits IB Febbob Obabaotbb. 



Tm twenty-third of last month was a great Ffite iaj, and I 
went to the church of St. Roch, to hear maaa. I am ignoraiit 
of the composer, but it waa excellently chanted and sung by the 
first Tocalists of the Italian Opera. It waa with no little diffieol- 
tj, that I effected an entrance into the building. At a yerj earljr 
hour, it was completely filled, and on my arrind, the soldiers ex- 
tinguished absolutely every hope of admittance. But, accidentfj 
I happened to overhear a gentleman remark to two ladies, thai 
he had obtained leave to enter at a back doOT. On the instant^ 
I followed them, and just as they were going to enter, taking the 
arm of one of the ladies, I very unUushingly walked in, not for- 
getting to thank her for thus successfully, though unwittingly, 
covering my attack. Notwithstanding this skilful manoeuvre, I 
was, after all, under the necessity from the immense press, of re- 
maining in one of the chapels, where, though I could hear perfect- 
ly, I was unable to see either singers, priests, or what all were m<Mr6 
desirous of doing, the Queen, who regularly attends this church. 
It is wonderful to meet everywhere so many English men and 
women. There is scarcely a company into which I go, or a street 
I pass through, where I do not hear some one speaking my own 
tongue. And, indeed, without a word, it is easy to recognisa 
them, especially the men, whose shaven facea and haughty almt 
betray them, accompanied, not unfrequently, with a rawness, 
which not only bespeaks a want of acquaintance with Paris, but 
even with good manners. Quite a common sign in the shop 
dows is — '' English spoken here." 
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From sheer curiosity, just follow my " washing," in its per- 
ambulations through the city. A young girl takes it from my 
room, and carries it to the establishment of her mistress. Here 
every article is marked with a bit of thread. Thence it travels 
to the river at the dirtiest portion of it, where the city sewers 
disembogue their foul contents. At this delightfully selected 
spot are large houses built on boat-shaped foundations, two hun- 
dred feet long or more, two stories in height, and provided with 
windows, chimneys and other conveniences, like a common dwell- 
ing on the land. The lower story floor is nearly even with the 
water's edge, and open to the air. On this platform are to be 
seen some hundred or two women in each of "^ese establishments 
engaged in cleansing the linen. One should never allow himself 
to imagine, even for a minute, that the chattel is his own, which 
he observes undergoing the torture of purification ; the conser 
quences would assuredly be fatal to his peace of mind. When 
a man beholds his house burning up, he is in some sort recon- 
ciled to his misfortune by witnessing the manly efforts put forth 
by generous firemen to rescue his property. But he is reduced 
to positive despair, when he views the wanton exertions made to 
annihilate his nice shirts, and without any apparent compunctions 
of conscience. But labor is cheaper than soap, and therefore it 
IS used with greater freedom. Economy is duly attended to ; bat 
it 18 the economy of soap, and not of linen. Fuel, as well as 
soap, b so dear, that no one ever thinks of boiling the " white 
things," as in the United States. In the place of the former, 
they use Veau de javelle, which is nothing more nor less than lie, 
and so strong, as to flay the hand which touches it. This is 
appUed without mercy. After this corrosive ablution, they are 
pounded with a wooden hammer, till every button on the shirt is 
broken, a signal, that they have been beaten enough. The poor 
victim is yet not entirely despatched ; there arc still some re- 
mains of vigor left. This is soon dissipated, for it is next laid 
upon a board, and a brush of stiff bristles is energetically applied 
by a lusty woman. It is then rinsed in the yellow river, convey- 
ed to the room overhead and dried, returned to the first hands to 
be starched and ironed, and in a few days the bundle of rags is 
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brought home to the unconscious proprietor, who pays six soua 
for the transformation, and consigns it to the paper-maker. Two 
BOOS are charged apiece for a similar conversion of collars, hand- 
kerchiefs and hose. The consequence of all this is, that dirty 
shirts are so excessively numerous, as to become almost distinc- 
tive of a gentleman. To mark linen with indelible ink is perfect- 
ly useless ; after such a process, even Kidder's is invisible. 

The 24 th was a decidedly musical day with me. I have al- 
ready given you a sketch of my morning and evening feasts, bat, 
between the two, I was treated by a lucky accident with a cap- 
ital luncheon. Virginie can^e running to my room, and said, that 
I had better go to St. Sulpice — a step only from me — and hear 
the Hallelujah and Gloria. I was too late for the former, bat 
the latter I heard. The immense church was crammed, the TMt 
multitude uniting in the music with the hired singers and orches- 
tra. Never have I heard such music performed by such a choir. 
At a Methodist camp-meeting on Cape Cod, I once heard tea 
thousand people, or thereabouts, singing their humdrum melo- 
dies, but at this time the finest music in the world was sung by 
almost an equal number, led by a large choir of finished per- 
formers. I do not know, that I was ever so affected on any simi- 
lar occasion, as now, when the priest, taking the cross from the 
altar, and turning to the multitude, presented it in blessing them. 
With one accord all fell upon their knees, and bowed their heads 
in adonition ; then rising, every mouth was open, and every voice 
loud with the praise and glory of the Lord. Every voice bat 
mine. I was completely choked. My heart came into my mouth ; 
it was impossible to utter u sound, and cold chills went and came. 
This strong effect was new and surprising. Yet it was not a re- 
ligious emotion. Strange to sny, I do not remember thinking of 
the cause of this adonition. It was but an ecstasy of mere eodal 
feeling, which I doubt not many mistake for a more holy senti- 
ment. In the midst of all the.s() solemn and impressive infiuencea, 
I was strongly tempted to laughter. A poor girl, who was stand- 
ing in the passage, knelt down with all the rest, but the Strm, or 
servant, who has the chargi* of presening order, objected to her 
obstruction of the avenue, and asked her to remove. She arose, 
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and again kneeled in the same place. He again insisted on ber 
removal, but still again she persisted in occupying nearly the same 
position, and by the time the controversy was ended, the whole 
multitude had arisen. 

This Swisi is quite a prominent person in the church. He k 
dressed in scarlet, richly trimmed and adorned with gold lace, a 
chapeau with three ccMners, a sword by his side, and in his hand 
a baton of office perhaps five feet long, ornamented with a large 
gold head. Over one shoulder is thrown a scarf, which crosses 
the breast to the other side, extending to the knee, and is also 
highly embellished. This functionary precedes the priest in his 
short walk from the sacristy to the enclosure of the altar, making 
way for him by striking the stone floor violently and repeatedly 
with this truncheon. During the service of mass and other exer- 
cises, he marches round among the people, demanding offerings 
for the church, and followed by two priests with each a bag, one 
to contain collections for the church, the other those for the poor. 
At three sous for every chair, the amount so obtained is by no 
means smalL 

In the afternoon of the twenty-sixth I went to the Chamber 
of Peers. To obtain admission a ticket is required, which is given 
by one of the members. On the point of entering, to my inex- 
pressible chagrin, I discovered, that I was in that agreeable po- 
sition called a dilemma, and termed by some elegant writers, a 
fix. My ticket was not to be found ! What was to be done ? 
Time pressed ; I did not despair of obtaining entrance however. 
I asked the guard, who declined to admit me without one, where 
I could get a ticket ? He said of the Swiss (or servant) below. 
I found him easily. On propounding the matter to him, he with 
solemn mystery and pretended secrecy, conducted me away from 
all observers, and said he had one ticket. On inquiring what he 
asked, he replied in the obsequious manner, which this class al- 
ways affect the world over, towards one whom they design to 
take m, " What you please." I was not bom in New-£Ingland 
for nothing, and therefore discovered, that too much amour-propre 
costs very dear in France. Instead of two or three francs, which 
he probably thought would have been almost urged on him for a 
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general quite their equals in freedom from drapery ; not eren a 
fig-leaf is thought necessary. Strange, when the actual men and 
women of society owe so much of their consequence to the tailor 
and dressmaker, that the mimic representations of them should 
dispense so entirely with their services. 

I have been to see the relics, of which I lately wrote. There 
were not so many, as I had heard, consisting only of the true 
crown of thorns, a piece of the true cross, and some nails which 
were used in fastening our Saviour upon it. All these I hare 
seen, though at a little distance. They were placed on the altar 
of the cathedral of Notre Dame. The crown no longer retained Ha 
thorns ; they had been broken off, and given to various churehea. 
The remains were enveloped in a box of crystal, so overlaid with 
gold, that little, if any, of the wood was visible. The nails, which 
are described as red with the blood of our Saviour, were also en- 
closed in a case of gold, or gilt, so that they were in a great mea- 
sure concealed. The piece of the true cross was more exposed, 
and looked as if it might have been part of the panel of an old 
oaken door. A multitude of carriages was before the entrance, 
and the church was thronged with women. Though four or fire 
thousand were probably present, its vast dimensions would have 
very easily admitted as many more. I heard, or rather saw, a 
sermon ; for on account of the distance of my seat from the priest, 
I could not hear a word ; yet I had the satisfaction of seeing him 
point frequently to these relics. The priests were allowed to ad- 
vance and kiss them ; but the poor public were only indulged 
with a look, and the liberty of " lifting up their eyes to Heaven 
and saying, God be merciful to me a sinner." 

Let me say a word of the Horse Market, where I found col- 
lect^fd tive or six hundred horses of all kinds and conditions, from 
the immenso Norman horses to such as resemble the American 
and Canadi«in. In the centre of the market was a course of about 
five hundred feet in length, where the speed of the animals was 
tried. Around it stood the joekeys with whips, whose privilege 
it was to strike every creature that passed. The poor beast in 
^oing round this ground would sometimes receive several hun- 
dred blows. The students of Paris are frequently ** taking 
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stable boor, who slips on a white jacket to wait upon the table 
at dinner, but whose nether integuments reveal ver}' plainly his 
more legitimate calling. As soon as the clock struck five, they 
all jumped from their seats with an alacrity unexpected from 
their gray hairs, and rushed to the doors; and, before the 
President could say, "session is adjourned," they were half 
of them in their carriages. Dinner bells have the same effect 
in French palaces as in the Mississippi River steamboats. 



XXII. 

Asc Di Tmompri— Wall of Paris— Duu of OftLiAVt— His Obatb 
AiiD Mauiolxum — OoiisBquiRCBs— fiuccissos TO Lovu Pbiuppb. 

On a fine day, a short time ago, Dr. Carj, of BuflUo, New 
York, accompanied me for a promenade in the Champs Eljs^es. 
We soon came to the Arc de Triomphe. Our attention being di- 
verted and engrossed by a great many equipages, which were 
being shown oflf by their aristocratic proprietors, the distance of 
three miles was insensibly passed. I shall not take up the space 
requisite for a description of this monument of the genius of Bo- 
naparte. I say of Bonaparte, because, though actually erected 
by Louis Philippe, it was the design of the Emperor. Passing 
the barrier, we came to the famous wall, which is now being 
built, and nearly completed, around the city. This eridence of the 
folly of legislation, though many think of the monarch's sagaci- 
ty, is a stupendous work. Independently of the cost of the land 
which it occupies, the expense of its erection alone has been im- 
mense. It is constructed of solid stone some twenty feet in height. 
This is encompassed by a deep trench, capable of being flooded^ 
constituting an impassable moat from twenty to thirty feet wide. 
Earth is heaped up behind the wall, forming a soUd massy ram- 
part. Numerous forts are interspersed along the line. What the 
eventual cost will be, it is quite impossible even to conjecture. 
In 1841, thirty millions of dollars were granted for the com- 
nicnccmcnt. A day or two ago, Marshal Soult presented a bill 
to t)u' CliamlMT of Deputies, o^kin^ an appropriation of three 
inilliDu (iollars. and more, for the nvci'SHary guns and equipments. 
A newspapiT of the humorous and satirical order, called the 
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Charivari, which, like the ancient court jesters, with its folly, ut- 
ters many truths, says, " M. Soult wants three million dollars for 
the fortifications. Surely, it is the policy of the Govemmenl to 
preserve peace at whatever expense.** 

A little beyond the fortificatiops is the spot, where in 1842 
the Duke of Orleans, heir to the throne of France, breathed his 
last. All must recollect, for the tragical catastrophe concerned 
the world, that his horses, becoming unmanageable from fright, 
the Prince, in attempting to jump from his carriage, fractured hia 
skull, and died in four hours after. He was borne into the shop 
of a grocer ; and on this spot has been erected by the King a 
most beautiful chapel, dedicated to St. Ferdinand. It is the most 
charming object that I have seen in Paris, or indeed anjrwhere 
else. The structure is but fifty feet in length, and twenty in 
height. There is nothing striking in its external appearance, ex- 
cept the cross, which surmounts it, and the windows, which are 
of a peculiar shape. Little of it can be seen from the street, as 
it is surrounded by a high wall. The interior is of white marble. 
Directly opposite the door of entrance is an altar to the Yirgin, 
situated on the exact place, where the unfortunate Prince expired. 
This is surmounted by a fine statue of the Virgin and child 
The simple ornaments of the altar, candlesticks, cross, drc, are 
chased silver. At the right hand is a most touching monument, 
representing the Prince upon his death -bed, enveloped in a cloak, 
which however does not conceal the star upon his breast and the 
epaulet upon his shoulder. At the head of his pillow is an en- 
chanting " Spirit,** with expanded wings, in the attitude of sup- 
plication. Nothing on earth can be more pathetic than this. I 
defy any one to look upon it without being affected to tears. 
The monument is in two parts, but so delicately joined, that an 
observer does not at first notice the fact. The '* Spirit ** is the 
work of his deceased sister, the accomplished Princess Marie, who 
little imagined it was one day to serve for the mausoleum of her 
brother. The rest is by Triqueti, from a sketch by Mons. A 
Scheffer. The windows are of colored glass, depicting the pa- 
tron saints of the family. The pavement consists of white and 
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Mack marble. In a small room behind the attar b a paintiiig of 
great merit, which must have been placed there within a ihoit 
time, as the date upon it is 1844, but I neglected to take the 
name of the artist It is a literal repreacntation of the dottig 
scene in the life of the deceased, who ia repreaented lying on a 
bed placed upon the floor. His featurea have already assumed 
the ashy hue of death. He is dressed in a shirt open at the 
neck, with the red pantaloons of his uniform. A prieet is in the 
act of applying vinegar to his nostrils. Behind^ attenthrely 
watching, are his physicians, hastily oalled» and another priest 
At the foot of his bed kneels the kbg, no longer a king» but a 
father. The queen and two of hia sisters are on their kneea by 
his side. A little behmd them stand two of the younger bro- 
thers, and at the door Marshal 8oult» Ouiaot» and the aide-de- 
camp of the dying Prince. It is a very impresstre tableau 
indeed, and, aside from the fine execution and excellent likenesses 
of the piece, the mterest of the scene is yery great 

The death of the Due D'Orleans was not mmly a domestic be- 
reavement to the reigning family. It was a momentous loss to 
France and to the world. The consequences are yet to ooasa. 
The throne, on the death of the present tenant^ will descend to 
the son of the deceased, the youthful Count of Paris, who is not 
more than eight or nine years of age. During his minority the admin* 
istration of affairs will devolve on the Due de Nemours, who is by 
far the most unpopular of the princes. There are beaides two 
competitors for the succession, who have numerous and ardent ad- 
herents, and who are all prepared for a desperate oontest for 
the supreme power. The clahns of the House of Bourbon are 
strongly advocated in private. Many seise every opportunity to 
decry the present king. By a base artifice, pra ct ked by lying 
politicians on the everlasting gullibility of the common people 
on both udes of the water, and meant to rouse the alumberhy 
fires of national jealousy, they say, that he has submitted to be 
dictated to by England. That he has allowed the Great Nation 
to be humbled, in consequence of which the eye of Europe is no 
longer fixed on France, to inquire what step she shall next jm^ 
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same to take. These angry declamations they universally finish 
by adding, to my miutterable astonishment, '' that it was not so 
imder the Bourbon dynasty/' My surprise is owing to the cir- 
cumstance, that, though not old enough myself to have a person- 
al or contemporary knowledge of that portion of the world's his- 
tory, yet I have a feeble remembrance of hearing my father say» 
that the Bourbon dynasty of our times was fed, clothed, housed, 
and nursed by England ; and, when it was not able to walk alone, 
from sheer debility, was taken in her brawny arms, carried back 
to Paris, and made to sit upright on the French throne. She also 
put a sceptre into the hands of this renmant of the Bourbons, 
and tried to make the monarch hold it, but it drop|>ed almost 
immediately from his puny grasp. Louis Philippe picked it up, 
and has held it ever since, and will continue to wear it, till death 
shall dissolve his hold, and mingle his ashes with those of his 
lamented son. To him he would doubtless have bequeathed it, 
" but destiny denied." 

Again there are many, who are dazzled by the glorious monu- 
ments of Napoleon. These sigh for a return of that stirring and 
brilliant epoch, when the French Empire was the fear and won- 
der of the universe. Of course they aim at the restoration of his 
power. They do not want a niggardly prince, they say, who 
seeks to fill his coffers, and provide a magnificent revenue for each 
of his many sons. 

But in the meantime Louis Philippe is no fool. His gray hairs 
cover no empty caput. He sees as far into the dark as most 
<men, his enemies not excepted. Wrecked in his early hopes 
and fortunes, expelled from his country, and abandoned to wan- 
der, like Ulysses, over the face of the earth in grief and want, he 
did not return without bringing back with him to his native land 
some of th*^ wisdom and experience, which marked that acute 
Greek. When the world beholds upon the throne, a man, who 
has gone to school, like him, to poverty and misfortune, and been 
taught by them to contend with hardships and vanquish difll- * 
culties, they may be sure they see a constitutional master, as 
Government ought ever to be, of a free people, and not tl^ 
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mnerable pageant of a palace ; one, who is " erery inoh a long,** 
and neither the oTgim nor contemptible tool of a mob. He ia 
as profoundly sensible, as anj one, that waves of trouble tej 
ere long bresJc upon his house, and b anziouslj preparing for the 
possible event The bit of red ribbon worn in the button-hole^ 
which catches the eye so frequently in the street, costs nothiDg» 
and gains a man. His sons, whom he has pushed forward in the 
army and navy to the highest posts, reflect upon his famfly some 
portion of the glory won by the conquests in Algeria, and cause 
the names of Orleans and victory to be sometimes mentioned 
together. These redound not only to the honor of France, but 
illustrate the name also of Louis Philippe. Numerous cheap 
portraits of the Royal Family are framed and hung up in the 
apartments of the peasant and mechanic — ^will they avaO no- 
thing ? The large picture of one of the battles of Algeria, now 
exhibiting in the Louvre, the largest painting in the world, and 
by the first master of the age, representing the victory of the 
French arms, and a son of Louis Philippe, surrounded by fugi- 
tives imploring safety — will this have no effect ? Ah ! the forty 
thousand dollars paid for it to the great Horace Temet were not 
hndly invested ; and the hundred thbusand dollars to be paid for 
the battle of Isly to the same illustrious master, who has already 
gone to Algiers to view the localities, when viewed in connection 
with the mild beneficence and uninterrupted prosperity of the 
present reign, must also contribute its mite in promoting the 
tranquillity of the succession of his family. 

While he thus captivates the popular mind, the king does not ' 
neglect the opposite class. With all the irreligion existing in the 
kingdom, there is an abundant mixture of piety, and this is the 
more active, because it is obliged to struggle with difficulty. He 
therefore does not overlook this conservative spirit. His wife 
and daughters are assiduous in their att«idance on divine wor- 
ship. So bigoted is the queen, indeed, that she ascribes the 
death of her son to the fact of his being a protestant, and is said 
even to persecute his widow, almost unceasingly, for her adher> 
ence to this faith. 

8* 
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I saw, a few days ago, a tall, fine-looking woman in the street^ 
who was evidently shopping, as she stood a long time regarding 
the goods exhibited in the Magazin de Gfrand Condi, immediately 
opposite my apartments. My " know-everything," Virginie told 
me it was a cousin of the Empress Josephine. I took my hat 
and went out to see her, but she looked to me just like — a con* 
Bin of anybody else. 




XXIII, 

Exhibition of Flowirb and Fruit— Loti of Flowiki— -Flowis Girls 
— UoRsi Racks — Aubir — War bbtwiir Eholaiid ahd Ambrica. 

To-DAT I have been to see — and I know how yoa would have 
rejoiced to accompany me — ^the show of flowers and fruits, which, I 
think, is held annually at the palace of Luxembourg. This is not 
the exhibition of a society, but individuals are induced to present 
tlieir productions in the hope of obtaining rewards or commenda- 
tion from the committee. This committee is appointed, I believe, 
by the Government, and the money for the prises is contributed by 
public-spirited individuals. In addition to the former usage, this 
year medals were oflfered by the Duchesses D'Aumale and Ne- 
mours. The prises had been awarded previously to my visit, and 
in the various collections were placed the owners* names, and no- 
tices like the following : " The medal of the Duchess de Nemoorb ;'* 
" Frst prize-medal of the ladies;" "Honorable mention, third prise,*' 
(Vc. The flowers were arranged on the lower floor of the palace, 
!4 situation far from favorable ; first, because of its darkness, and 
next, from its contracted space. One would suppose that a palace 
I oiild afford a suitable apartment for an appropriate displi^. It 
is cfrtiiin, that, if there is one, it was not used on the present oe- 
rasion. llie windows were obscured with curtains, lest the toil 
mi^ht injure the flowers placed near them. While I gased upon 
these plants, a comparison spontaneously arose in my mind with 
thoM> exhibited every Saturday at the Horticultural Room in Bos- 
ton, where, you know, I was a regular attendant. After a slight 
(iciicription, you shall have the effect which they had upon me. 

Th(* show was to continue four days, and this was the morning 
of thf third. As there were few or no cut flowers, their ap- 
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pearance was little, if any, inferior to that of the first day. You 
know the species, which bloom at this season in the United States. 
Here were very few, if any, different sorts. There were Rhodo- 
dendrons, Azalias, and Heaths of numerous descriptions in very 
fine condition. The latter were in great variety, and superior to 
anything of the kind that I ever saw at home. As they are 
indigenous here, growing spontaneously in the country, the soil 
and climate necessarily cause this superiority. The next largest 
family was the Camellias. These were very few in number, and 
the varieties quite limited. I was sadly disappointed at their 
paucity. A few white, and some red, were very good. Th^ 
Roses white, yellow, tea and common monthly, were very poor. 
No Tulips were to be seen, but Hyacinths bloomed in large variety, 
and were very excellent ; also a few Pionies. And here the list 
must close, with the exception of a few strangers, such as Cacti, 
Magnolias, <kc., perhaps a dozen of each. As to fruit, little 
could be expected at this period of the year, and therefore no 
disappointment was felt on beholding two or three dozen apples 
and pears, a few green figs, grapes from Mons. S. Rothschild's 
green-house, and strawberries of the same cultivation in pots, of 
course not numerous. They also reckoned one cauliflower, one 
cucumber, a few cherries and such like, all growing in pots. In 
short, take it altogether, don't you think it rather meagre ? 

In an adjoining room were tools of every description for tilling, 
grafting, <kc., but all on the small garden scale. I did not see a 
plow or pitch-fork ; nothing but little implements for Countesses 
to scratch the dirt with, and to help Duchesses cut bouquets. 
The apartment contained plenty of books on the cultivation of 
Pansies, (which I neglected to state, formed a conspicuous part of 
the display) also on flower gardening ; in short, everything of 
the nice, pretty order — ^altogethec French — nothing on farming, 
the method of growing good fruit, or vegetables — ^nothing Ameri- 
can. There were pictures of flowers, much handsomer than the 
originals, and artificial ones, exquisitely natural, though possess- 
ing the same fnult as the pictures ; for the French flatter even 
Mture herself. So far, indeed, as the texture was concerned, I 



EXIIIIVITION Of fLOWKRS IJT 

1)euUU.-il. wlictlii'r llii'y were renl or nut. I oomiidcreil, that lhe7 
nigbl hi! cxtrtimi'I; fine upecimeDB of the work of nuiure in a 
happy moment. 'Hiey are made, howevi^r, from something likp 
till" TWf piipw of tliK Chinese 1 never b"'h''ld belter iniilatioDi 
of CtunolliAs and Omiiatioiu. 

U they go on at tUb rut«. (1i« iJme may uom<.-, it u not at all 
imprubtiblu. when nature vrill givn up the trouble of producing 
flniTiTs to tho ingenuity of the French, wliilo ahe herself ahall con- 
line her whok nttcmtlon to the growing' of llie moniauhetAnliiil, bat 
«ours<!r ntculenta, Kurh Ma com, luthbugiMi nnd potaloea, in which 
deparlment she cncounten do competJiioQ from them at preamt- 
It ta to be hoped, however, that abe will never gn M fJir m to 
AvM-n th(! regular nnd time-honored wjiy of propagating men and 
woiuen, the latter especially, and so permit the tailor and ilrMa- 
in:iker lo fabricate them entirely — as they uln-jwly do to a start 
ling degree, of " wood, hay, stubble," and any Idiid of boos, a- 
eept their own. Shonld such a revolutkm ev«r happen, I jmrf 
lliut it may be postponed beyond my day ; else my bx^, labori- 
[>us attendance on hospitals of titaitmily, and kindred inttitwtfaw . 
will avail me nothing m my anticipated piaetica. among tha ftir 
portion of the community of New York. 

Among the plants, that might be l«nned rare, were one or two 
specimens of a shrub, which grows wild throngfaoat New En^aad, 
•.'Ailed Lamb's Idll, or Lamb's bane. It made na almost ag^, 
again to behold it growing on ite native Ulla, where 1 ha** ao 
often viewed its showy blossoms in the oompaoy of some, aka, 
whose faces I shall see no more forever. 

Another room contained, among other things, stands of win- 
work, and ornamental (tower pota. Out of dooim were haad 
pumps for watering. A great cnrioaty was a piece of Qwmo, 
which is just begun to be imported. 

This e)(hibition on the whole disappmnted me eitramely. The 
flowera were quite handiiome ; yet their number was small, lad 
[heir vHrietics very Umit«d. But France has long been bdiind- 
hand in the horticultural art, and it is not lo be expected, ttal 
enthusiasm and coiisetjuenl improvement will revive id 
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But the same guardian hand, which has 'for fourteen years done 
80 much to increase the general prosperity of the State, will im- 
doubtedly continue the noble work so auspiciously commenced. 
Should hfe be spared him, we may look with confidence for bt'i- 
ter things. 

The habits of the people encourage the cultiyation of flowers. 
I never saw a population, who seemed so passionately fond of 
them. Shut up and imprisoned, as they are, among these old 
gray walls, the sight of blossoms of the earth have to them a pe- 
culiar charm. Rigolette of Eugene Sue memory exemplifies this 
taste. Every body almost has them, from the rich and noble, 
whose wealth supplies them with green-houses and gardens, to 
the grisette in the garret, who feels more pleasure in spending 
four or five sous — ^a quarter of her day's labor — in the purchase 
of her httle pot of violets, or lady's delight, than her weallliy 
neighbor does with his superb bouquets of choicest exotics. Tiiis 
petit pot shares the window seat with a sweet rose bush, and they 
equally divide the attention of their mistress. Ah ! she is quite 
happy, when the returning Sunday allows her to promenade with 
her simple bouquet in her bosom, composed of the two flowers 
grown on her own little plants at home. 

You remember how the flower girl has been depicted. Such 
beauty, as has been given her, must have been seen in some va- 
gary of the imagination. Go over the whole of Paris, and I cbal- 
lemge a person to find one who is passably pretty. The actiml, 
bona-fide flower girls, are old women, who sit near the bridges or 
in the crowded streets, engaged in making ugly bouquets, com- 
posed of about ten little violets, placed in a ring round an artiji- 
cial rosebush, (now when roses are so rare,) two green leaves out- 
side, and an envelope of white paper; all which with a most 
shocking voice they entreat you to ^ purchase for one sous. This 
little \'iolet (like the double violet we used to have in our garden 
at Roxbury) is a very favorite flower, and vast numbers are sold 
to all classes of people in this one sous form. You may frequently 
see the workman in his blouse, and the fine lady, purchasing at 
the same stand together ; and the exquisite promenading with one 
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in bis buttonhole but at a little distance from the poor girl 
a huge pack on her back, and the omnipresent bouquet in her 
bosom. Orisi at her benefit had one thrown to her as large as 
a cabbage. As this was in the dead of winter, it was verj ex- 
pensive, costing about twenty dollars. 

Sunday, 20th. I have been quite unwell all daj with a most 
violent colic. I was awakened at five in the morning, and till 
eleven was in great pam. At one I arose and dressed ; sinee 
then I have suffered only occasional touches. Every body cooks 
m copper vessels, which however are usually tinned. This wean 
off gradually, and the first notice of the event, as to-day, oomea 
in the shape of an excruciating colic to all the members of the 
family. 

Since one o'clock I have been to see die horse races, which com- 
menced to-day. Yes, it is Sunday, but we must economise in 
Paril. It costs nothing to go to the race, but the English churches 
cost a franc. Then, too, one wishes to i^e the races, and Sunday 
is the day. The Dukes D'Aumale and De Nemours were there. 
M. Rothschild was there, and one of his horses beat. More than 
30,000 other p(K)ple were there, and the day was Sunday. 
land of the puritans, that condemns lotteries and horse races ! 
what think you of the nation, where one is run upon the Sabbath, 
and the otli<»r managed by the church ? No one cares, whether 
the horse Prince, this or that, Duke B. or C. were victors ; or 
whether two or three men were thrown off in jumping the fences 
in the hurdle race. Nobody cares, so I turn my back on the 
whole matter, and as the fashion ^oes, condemn the fault, which 
I have no longer a desire to pmctlse. 

AuImt has written a new openi called Barcarolle, which is said 
not to equal his former ones. Nobody wants to hear it, for they 
have not y<'t heanl his old ones. There is great talk between 
the Hn^fli^h and Amerirans in regard to the bi*1lique threats be- 
twiM-n th«' two nations. It s<M»ms to Ik» the genenil oonelusiDn, 
that it i- a h.ittl«* of wonl^. eontlurtrd on the principles of Brag. 
One tliiiii; look** Hjually though, if it is true, as has In^en affirmed, 
that Gen. Thomas Thumb has been sent for by Mr. Polk, and 
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requested to hasten home with his war-horses, uniform and sword. 
The moment I hear that the General has left the country, I 
shall hurry after him with a new set of surgical instruments, be- 
cause I am certain, there will be sometMng to pay whithersoever 
he shall go. 

The F6te of the King will take up one day, and then on Sat- 
urday I go to Versailles, intending to view the Museums and the 
celebrated Water Works, which are played very rarely, on ac- 
count of the immense expense of nearly two thousand dollars a 
day, as it is asserted. 



XXIV. 

Puioirs OF Parii — St. Pilaoie— 'La Fosoi— Novtsllb Fobos— Itc 
SiirouLAR ComTRUCTiov— Maiio* Obrtralr D'Bdvoatiov Oowuc- 

TION VILLI— RlMARKABLB FORM AUD PbCUUAR DuOIFUVB. 

Ha VINO a convenient opportunity, I send you another of my 
letters on the prisons of Paris, to which I some time ago referred. 
One of them is St, Peloffie, m the Roe de la Clef, and was for- 
merly a convent of nuns, which, among the convulsions of that 
terrible epoch, was suppressed with so many others. It has 
since served as a prison for debtors, tiU very lately, when it has 
been used for the confinement of those condenmed for a period 
not exceeding a year, and for political offenders committed for 
trial, or sentenced for a short time. The latter have distinci 
apartments from the others, and are not compelled to labor. This 
old and badly -contrived building is capable of containing five hvn- 
dred and fifty persons, and generally has its complement The 
prisoners are all male, and employed in making list shoes, brushes, 
friction matches, and other things. The food does not differ ma- 
terially from that in other prisons. Six ounces of meat twice a 
week are each man's alloirance. They perform their ablutioiis 
at the fountain in the great court, which also supplies them wHh 
abundance of healthy beverage; and time, that dries the wet 
eye everywhere, is here the only napkin after washing. 

I advise every one who steals in France to take something of 
valuo ; for money makes a wide distinction in the condition of the 
prisoner. With silver in his pocket, he can, even when condemn- 
ed. f<M(l on cliii kens and the fat of the land ; clothe himself in 
silk^ aiul velvet ; repose upon a couch of down in a private room, 
furn lulled with the finest linen sheet*, changed as often as once 
in twenty days at least, and live like a gentleman, that is, do no 
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work, unless he wishes, which a gentleman never does, of course. 
The pitiful sum of six sous a day confers these precious privileges. 
Indeed, those who have the good fortune to be masters of a nice 
trade, may earn sufficient by it to purchase these luxuries, and 
at the same time avoid the severe labors of the penitentiary, which 
others must undergo. 

There is not such discipline as I expected to find. When I en- 
tered with the intendant, all the prisoners were talking together 
in the hall, with no one to oversee their labor. Every person 
turned to gaze at the stranger, and most of them touched their 
hats to me. What a striking contrast to the manners in American 
prisons, where none dares to turn his eyes, or raise them from 
his work ! There is nothing distinguishing in their dress ; each 
one retains the clothes he had on entering. When his term of 
punishment is completed, if the convict has no dress of his own, 
he is supplied by the government with a suit of clothes, and 
forthwith consigned to the House of Correction at St. Denis, to 
work there, till he shall have earned sixty francs to pay for it. 

The only punishment is the dungeon. There are two, com- 
posed of large rooms with the windows of one partially blind- 
ed, but still admitting light enough to read with ease. An in- 
clined plane of boards serves as a bed for the refractory. Bread 
and water only are granted for the first fifteen days ; afterwards 
the usual allowance is made. A less offence is expiated by con- 
finement in the other cell, which is not so dark as this, where a 
more nutritious diet, than bread and water are said to be, is pru- 
scribed. By special permission, the wives of the prisoners are 
indulged with visits t4» their husbands in their cells twice a week 
for several hours. Al other order grants the liberty of comferm- 
tion once or twice a week, according to its terms, in a public 
room with an officer on guard. Still another certificate confers 
the privilege to converse in the grated parlotrs. 

The prison, called La Forcv, is made up of buildings part of 
which formerly composed the hotel of the Duke de l;i Force, and, 
like all structures which have been diverted from their orii^inal 
design, are more or less inconvenient. In 1780 they were con- 
verted into a pnson for prostitutes ; and about the same time 
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other wns crec'ted by iu aide for a nimilur purpoie. Those were 
iiniud in 1830, the females removeii to St. Lrmitc, nnd the whole 
devoted to personn committed fur triiU. Tli« tnmales arc clssu- 
fied as follows. Old ofTrndm form one cliuw ; those comcaitted 
for acta of vioteouA, another; old men aboro uity, and boyi 
under eighteen, are roajifclively liept hy Ihemselvta. Thu re»t 
lire divided into thti pr.necpiblo nnd miirt, and turbulent and 
qusrTelHomo. In thia priwn there art' uo nnglo celU, but the 
dormiloritw contain from four Iu thirty uich. No work ia re- 
quirril, Dxc<-pt of the young boyii, W whom a life of idlencjw 
would be eminuutly injurious. All may labor, however, who wi^h ; 
ibe work principally dune being the mannfiicture of list slioeci. 
Tbe slr«ping room of tho boyi is divided into domuUiriex with a 
bed for each, which are wparalvd from each other hy their parti- 
tiona. The front i» 1attici-d. and opttn on the powage way. Tbe- 
whole structure possesses very Utile mleretl ; — nid and incon- 
Veiiiont, it will iooQ be BuperMtded by La yoavelU Font, a cellu- 
\\T prison, which ia now being erected in the vune fHubourg de 
Kt. Antoine, 

Tliis f-lnielurf i« ww in !)ip yrc'<---i nf Tc-'l^n tipnn fin mtirC- 
It nov,- j.l.iri, ;.( n -■ :.r n, ... ;!.;..: .''.'! ■ii-m^aiid 
dolbra. Though three years of bbor have been bestowed npoo 
it, still it is not sufficiently advanced to convey an adequate notion 
of its future character. It is to resemble a fan, each stick of 
which, to the number of seven, irill be a wing, and the conidon 
of all will terminate at a oentnd point, commanding the eatira 
establishment. The stmctnre is to be three storiss in height, and 
Lt mtended to contain twelve hundred priaoaets. Between tlie 
wings are to be open courts for the doe exerdie of the """■*— 
The point of junctioa of tbe united iringa <m the first floor, is to ba 
used as a place for stripping the prisooen, as they enter, to w- 
ccrlain that they have no arms or prohibited arttclea <» them. 
Above will be a chapel, and the doora of each cell will be M 
adjus(«d, that the tenants can look upon tho priest without being 
\-isihlc lo each other. Tbe handle of the fan will comprise tha 
apnrtmenl-i iif ihe superintendent and officers, and the ei 
will be al its extremity. 
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This, when completed, will be the second cellular prison in 
Paris. The other can scarcely be called a prison, indeed, for 
though the persons detained there are kept apart in cells, it is 
rather a house of correction. This is situated in the rtu de la 
Roquette, and has the name of Maison Central^ D'Educatum 
CorrectionelUf but sometimes spoken of as the Prison des Jeunn 
Dilenus, The form of the building is remarkable, and has, I 
think, on a hasty reflection, a great many advantages over the 
numerous other plans on which these institutions have been built. 
This structure, enclosed within two massive stone walls of im- 
mense height, is a regular hexagon, with circular turrets at each 
comer, and four stories high. The apparently diminutive size of 
the windows, though in reality they are sufficiently large, the cir- 
cular turrets of ponderous stone, of which material all the build- 
ing is constructed, and the frequent groups of soldiers around, alto- 
gether give it the air of a feudal castle, as it lives in our imagination, 
rather than a stronghold for convicts. Its internal form cannot 
be better described, perhaps, than by comparing it to a wheel, 
the rim of which is formed by the hexagon, the spokes by pOes 
of buildings, which rise from the turreted comers, and converg- 
ing, though not meeting, but abruptly breaking off, are united 
with a circular building in the centre by means of iron bridges in 
each story. Six courts are thus produced of the same shape and 
size, which, being planted with trees, still young, supply a place 
of exercise for the prisoners. The building in the centre is now 
used for a chapel ; the rest of the structure is divided into cells. 
The stairs are all placed in the turrets. 

The convicts are young boys under sixteen, wlio have been 
sentenced for petty thefts or vagabondism ; the term of confine- 
ment being of unequal length, but never extending beyond twenty- 
one years of their age. Within the last six years, an entire revo- 
lution has taken place in the government of this institution. Before 
that time, the youths were classified according to age and size ; 
and, as much as possible, with reference to the turpitude of their 
offences. These classes were kept so scrupulously distinct, as not 
to be suffered to see each other : but still, all those of the same 
class wrought, ate, and played together. It was by and by con- 
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ceived. for many reasons ; more particularly from the astoundbg 
discovery, thnt, of one hundred who were liberated nt the com* 
plelion of their term, eighty returned hither, or were sentenced to 
a similar plure ; that the seeds of vioe, instead of dying, wera 
only plnnt^d in a hot-bed, to f^nniiuttc and bear a fearfully in- 
cruaw-d harv<'fll of urime. As a matter of eiperimunl, and lo 
thr mnfidcnw! thnt no wor»c conM>qucnces could pomiibly cnra*. 
another plan of Iroatment was adopted, which, at the very out* 
»cl, wHi adapted lo »trlk(^ ono us vxccasivtJy cru«l, and, in all 
probability, productirt^ of etTccts no Ims injurious t^an the for- 
mor, though of a dlflen.<nt nHlure. Entire »eutuiiion-~«olitary 
confinement, for hnrdrnrd crirairuili. convicted of the moat boni- 
ble outragoa against the laws of Ood, humanity, and their counUiy 
— has 'cniyiuntMvd the oppo«ition of many and mo»t powerful 
antngonisla. They have pronounced it cruel in every view, 
and wonip than dr-nth ; and thnrc arv not a few, who deny that 
Ihu humau mind ponaeaMs a capacity to boar up agiiiiikl ihu 
Rwfu] monotriiiy and opprr»ivii load of perpetual Uolatiou and 
ailcncc. If Buch views are held in relation to minda of lianlcned 
innturilv, how murli mon^ pluiuihly may it b«i ur^ed agiiiiul « 
bimilur imprifummfrit of tlic yoiin!;, whoite fefblviicn, want of 
cnltirntion. »n<l i^iim(nt.-i', comhinc to ditu|UHlify them for nip- 
porting the utter forlomneea of mich oomplete deaertioD ! 

Looking at such facta, and their alleged c<»aeqtiencea, govern- 
ment has thought to remove these unhappy effecta by employs^ 
the mind ; thus obtaining all the benefits, without the oppos- 
ing evils, of solitary confinement. The youth have therefora 
been placed in a private cell, and detained there not nnfreqnent- 
ly four or 6ve years, without a eight of any human bee, ezeept 
occasionally that of a visitor, or hia own offioera ; never bearing 
for all that long period the sound of the voice, or wJtPBiwng n 
single feature of hia next neighbor, separated from him menljr 
by a distance of little more than a foot. The only caroumstanM, 
that can ever vary the wearisome monotony of luch a life, ia hii 
labor. In his little cell are placed his bed, a chair or two, 
his work K-nch and tools. The youthful convict, i» entering, li 
indulged with the choice of one of the twelve Indea earned on 



/ 



146 OLD WINE IN N£W BOTTLBS. 

in the establishment. The diflferent divisions are now merely 
the different trades, to each of which a master workman is at- 
tached, who is styled the teacher, whose duty is to instruct the 
youth in his particular branch. Another teaches reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic, and some have a professor in drawing, or 
rather, in design. The trades are turning, cabinet work, wood 
carving, various kinds of iron work, etc. 

The order of the day is somewhat as follows : Rising at seven 
o'clock, two hours are given to labor before the first meal at nine. 
The nourishment is much better than in any other prison, as 
youth, on its passage to manhood, is thought to require a more 
nutritious diet than a person at maturity. All the bread is white. 
After breakfast, a space of an hour or two is devoted to study. 
I saw writing books in some of the cells, which contained very 
creditable specimens of their accomplishment in that neglected 
and undervalued branch of the fine arts. A translation of the 
Penny Magazine was one of their reading books ; this indicates 
a considerable advance ; for when they enter, scarce a single boy 
can reiid a word. An hour in the forenoon, and an equal length 
of time in the afternoon, are given up to recreation. One would 
suppose this almost impossible in the case of these solitary be- 
ings ; but on the contrary, I remarked that those occasions were 
enjoyed in the true spirit of the grant, and in real earnest. Elach 
boy is sent by himself, for the purpose, into one of the courts ; 
and there, alone, he engages at once with the elastic alacrity of 
youth in some spirited juvenile sport, as tnmdling hoop, and rolling 
ball. These pastimes are prosecuted with an ardor, which indicates 
a delight scarcely, if any, less than persons of a similar age expe- 
rience in mingling with their mates and companions in the diver- 
sions on the green, free common of a rillage school. It is a 
strange sight to observe pleasure and punishment, which in the 
progress of vice are cast into scenes far asunder, brought here 
side by side into a single picture. Labor fills up the rest of the 
day. 
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There are many ways of getting a liveuhood in Paris. 
is not difficult — for those who have education ; but the ignorant 
and poor are reduced to all sorts of expedients. One, who has 
ten or fifteen dollars at command, purchases a vehicle mounted 
on two wheels, with the body suspended on springs. His credit 
will fill this with commodities of various kinds. Another pro- 
cures fruits, which he divides into piles, according to the quality, 
and sells at different prices. A third gets a supply of paper, 
blank books, ink, sealing wax, and the " everything" necessary 
to make one an accomplished writer. A fourth collects glass 
ware, crockery for the table and kitchen, spoons, knives and 
forks, and a dozen other articles, starts on a pilgrimage, and 
offers everything he has at the same price. Being blessed with 
fine lungs, all these make themselves heard at an immense dis- 
tance, the higl; shrill tones of the women maldng fall compensa- 
tion for any want of force. A slight nasality proves very 
attractive to customers. Totu U$ arUcU$ du hureau pour kmt 
9mis / Tout qu*il faut pour la cuisine pour dix $oum ! Vofu 
mfndames! And so they go, making a confounded, everlasting 
clattor under one's windows all day long. With the aid of a 
candle enveloped in red paper, the same clamorous traffic is 
continued till ten o'clock at night. But what is the commotkm, 
yondtr? Look! The ambulatory shop, which has been bc- 
hicg<»d for a long time at the comer of the street by spectators 
and purchasers — none are too proud to buy of them — b suddenly 
darting away at a speed, which threatens destruction to its 

147 



148 OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. 

fragile commodities. What is the mighty cause ? Do yoa see 
two men in black dresses and white buttons, with cocked hat 
and sword, just entering the street ? With what a self-import- 
ant gait the J walk ! Those are gentlemen of the police. The 
law forbids these perambulating merchants to stop, and these are 
the officers to enforce its sanctions. The penalty is fine, and 
confiscation of the goods. 

Begging is another method. This being prohibited, innumer- 
able artifices are in use to evade the law. In the portals of tlie 
churches, old men and women sit with a brush wet with holj 
water, and expect a sous or two for their trouble. On the 
bridge called Pont des Arts, sits a blind old woman with a roll 
or*two of pencils before her. Give her a sous, and take or leaTe 
a pencil, as you please. She prefers the latter. Sometimes one 
is accosted a dozen times an hour by persons, who have a paper- 
cutter, on a quarter-quire of paper, which they pray you to hmj 
for the love of Heaven, and in mercy for many starving wiyea 
and children at home. Hand -organs, wonderful infantine pro- 
digies, who play marvellously on wretched fiddles and hupe, 
accompanjdng their instrumentation with voices, calling on Uie 
spirits of the high notes of a song, but which refuse to come 
when called. A few days ago, in the court of a respectable 
house, I heard a strange noise, which no fancy in fine frenzy roll- 
ing on my part was able to manufacture into music. On exam- 
ination, I found it was a man who owned good limgs, if he had 
no ear. Unable to procure a crank-going instruolent, and lack- 
ing skill to perform on any other, he had got a French horn, and 
through this he was blowing a hurricane, till the occupants of 
the chambers should be willing to capitulate. 

Connected with the musical line of business is the Block-tin 
cock seller. This branch of trade is much greater here than in 
America, arising principally, as I judge, from the fact, that all 
the water drunk, comes from the river Seine, which, being turbid» 
requires filtration. Every family is therefore provided with an 
instrument for the purpose, whose cocks are frequently getting 
out of repair. This itinerant carries on his shoulders a sort oC 
monument-shaped contrivance, composed of an odd mixtme of 
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bright tin, and red or some other showy colored reWet TUb 
contains numerous perforations, into which is thrust his mer- 
chandise. To draw attention to his wares, he carries a trumpet, 
which he blows with very little cessation. A handsome joung 
merchant passes by my apartments ahnost daily, who pktya 
several tunes, and really quite skilfully. 

Another of the sounding brass and tinkling C3rmba] race are the 
water carriers on a large scale. These have hogsheads momited 
on wheels, and drawn by a horse. They go round the sti ' eeli 
with a metallic pail on their heads. A loud noise is easfly made 
with the iron bale. The small merchants have two pails, wfaiA 
they fill from the aqueducts at the comers of the streets, and 
empty into the filters for a sous apiece ; no charge made for 
the mud deposited by their sabots on the entries and floors. 

An interesting man is he, who is met at every step, making 
known by loud cries, that ho is a marchand-iT habit A much 
more appropriate term is old-clothes-man. He buys and sells 
every article of dress. At night he carries the remains to the 
** Temple," where his wife patches them up, makes them as good 
as new, and sells them herself, while he is abroad seeking for 
more. One of them has just passed my window. Behind b an 
old lame woman bearing a long pole, from which sUken cords 
arc suspended. Not the cords of Hymen, ladies, but equally 
near to your bosoms. They are stay-lacings. Immediately in 
the rear comes a porter, who, with a frame and basket, applied 
with straps to his shoulders, is lugging some four or five hundred 
pounds of wood and coal into the fifth story of the opposite 
house. How dexterously that young woman balances the basket, 
containing perhaps a gross of eggs, upon her head ! She threads 
her way through the crowd quite calmly. I'll watch and see 
how she will contrive to give the nod of recognition to her ac- 
quaintance, for she will not bo lacking in politeness. So, she is 
gone — but here comes a woman with lamp shades. Mercy! 
what a screeching! O, "ceane rude Boreas!" To what beae 
uses are the limbs of woman, by nature delicate, applied ! There 
is one, for example, coming yonder, bending under the weight 
of an omnibus wheel of the largest size ! Why, the women of 
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mj own country would not put their fingers to a spinnin^-vheei 
even, though they knew that they could thereby spin out a 
longer thread of life ; which would be the result, if they had the 
good sense to revive some of the obsolete habits of their gprand- 
mothers. Besides, women are not made Yenuses by idleness in 
America, any more than by excessive labor in France. 

At the comer of a street one sees a box, on the top of which 
is a raised block of the size of the foot, having about the same 
resemblance to that member in man, as the print did, which 
Robinson Crusoe discovered in the sand. That worthy, if I 
recollect aright, was so astonished at the curiosity, that he pot 
his foot into it. It is altogether probable, when you notice Ihit 
singular appearance in the street, that you will be tempted to 
follow his laudable example. If you should, the moment you 
place your foot upon the stand, you will find an astonishing 
briUiancy come over it, and what is more, that you have three 
sous to pay. 

Perhaps one of the most perfect luxuries yet discovered, is to 
be found at the operas and baU-rooms. Many a man prefen 
walking to these places to riding at twenty-five cents the trip. I 
shall not stop to account for a freak of taste ; de pustUnu turn. 
He does not, however, wish to enter with unpolished boots. And 
he need not, but on the contrary, his embarrassment is converted 
into a novel source of positive pleasure. In a small room attach- 
ed to the establishment, he is directed to mount a step or two, 
place himself in a velvet-covered seat, and put his feet on two 
stands — a position of sweet repose — and a newspaper is then 
handed him to read. Two persons, one for each boot, soon oblit- 
erate the spots, and put him on an equcU footing with those who 
have come in a vehicle. Thus he has escaped a perplexity, and 
enjoyed a Turkish luxury beside — this is a clear gain. The two 
females, who once performed this agreeable office for me, as I 
was giving to Madame, the proprietress of the brushes and black- 
ing, my gratuity of three sous, anxiously hoped, that I would not 
forget the garfon. Connected with this are the Cabinets cTcMoneet 
equally cheap. 

In the United States, every body makes more or leas bread. In 
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soiled. At meals, it is circulated from one to another, each cut- 
ting off a piece as large as may he desired. 

A class of inhabitants peculiar to Paris, as a distinct and nu- 
merous hodj, is the Chiffonier^ or rag collector. It is composed 
of both sexes; their business, as their name imports, is the 
collection of small pieces of cloth, metal, and other matters, 
possessing the least value. The streets are swept every morning 
before six o'clock, and the citizens are prohibited from placing 
ashes, or any dirt, in them, between this hour and eight in tlie 
evening. The chiffonier collects his stores from this refuse ; it is, 
therefore, necessarily done in the night. His appearance is sin- 
gular. Clad in the dirtiest of dirty garments, with a basket OQ 
his back, and a lantern in his hand, he reminds me stronglj of 
Diogenes seeking an honest man ; with the addition, however, of 
a basket to put him in, which the philosopher did not take, be« 
cause he had no expectation of finding one. In the other hand 
he grasps a stick, equipped at its farther extremity with a crook- 
ed nail ; thus he wanders about the streets. He regards not 
the passers by. He never deviates from his path. In fact, he 
is a sort of prince, for all turn out for him. With downcast eyes, 
(not from himiility, for however lowly his lot, he is not wanting 
in self-respect, and even pride,) he seeks for hidden treasores 
Every heap of filth is a mine of unknown riches, which he is to 
open and work. He pokes it over with his stick, catches with 
his hook every piece of paper — ^it may be a bill of the Bank of 
France, he says— every rag, of however small dimensions, and 
tosses it over his shoulder. See him, now. He has found a 
prize in the heap just at the comer of the street. He picks it 
up, and rubs it on his coat sleeve, that he may the better obsenre 
its value. What is it ? From my window I cannot easily see, 
but I think it is an old broken trunk lock that I threw away this 
morning, or a fragment of a shovel. No matter — it is too rala- 
able to be contemptuously consigned to his basket ; so he sHps 
it into a bag at his side — the receptacle of articles of worth. His 
business ending with the night, he retires to rest with the man of 
fashion at the break of dawn. His dreams, however, are noi 
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disturbed bj the indigestion of p&Ui, or the ferer of champagne, 
which trouble the young fashionable. 0, no ! He fancies himself 
the favorite of fortune, which has transmuted his trunk lock 
into a golden lantern, and his old shorel mto a sOver rag-hook. 
In his dream, he is transported, not to any roluptuous palace cm 
the lake of Como, such as Claude Melnotte so beauttfullj de- 
scribes — far pieasanter visions soothe his slumber. Imaginatioii 
takes him to the side of some extensive dirt heap, pregnant with 
the rich sweepings of a tailor's shop. 

I must, though with sorrow, leave this poetical picture for the 
humble walks of prose, though not forgetting, that from the 
stained contents of the chiffonier's basket comes the smooth 
billet, qui me prie de faitt VJwkmut de venir pa$$er la soM^ 
where wit sparkles and beauty enchants. 

The receipts of this interesting personage amount to about 
twenty cents a day. Occasionally an article of real value is 
found, for which he rarely seeks the owner, preferring to pocket 
the entire proceeds, arising from its sale, to the small fractkm 
thereof offered as a reward. Some days ago, a student in medi- 
cine, discovering one of this calling sitting on the trottdr with 
his face bound up, and e\idcntly in pain, inquired the cause. 
He was answered very gruffly, that it was the tooth-ache, which 
occasioned this suspension of his labors. He told the man, that, 
if he would come to his apartments the next (Sunday) morning, 
he would extract it gratis. At the appointed hour a stranger 
was ushered in, clothed in a suit of black, a fresh -looking hat, 
gloves, and well polished boots, whom he did not once mistrust 
to be the crabbed chiffonier, whom he encountered the previous 
evening. It was, notwithstanding, the veritable man, who, when 
making an appointment that morning with another pentifmam of 
his own clasH to \iHit the Louvre, and inspect the new paintmgt, 
placed then* recently, observed, that he had a previous engage- 
ment with his dentiitt. 

Th<' ^trani^er, especially if he has lived where mad dogs are 
in vo«ru<>, and the race is heavily tax(*d, is astonished at their (re- 
(jueiii V in this capital. Paris coiitainH more puppies, reckoning 
all dejtcnptiofis, than any other city, perhaps, in the world. Every 
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body has a dog of some kind. The fashionable lady rarely waBUy 
or rides abroad, without her favorite to accompany her. The ikh. 
have a leveret, a small animal of the greyhomid species, origina- 
ting in Italy. The poor have such as they can get. I have 
seen several, that equalled in size the ponies of Gen. Tom Pouoe, 
the distinguished representative of American dignity at the forei^ 
courts, who is reported to be kissed so much by this Idssible and 
kissing nation, as to be compelled to protect his cheeks and 
lips with a mask of goldbeater's skin, graciously sent him bj 
her Majesty Queen Victoria. This mark of lier anxious inter- 
est in the health of this renowned warrior is the more valuable, 
smce, according to rumor, it has been shown at the expense of 
inciuring the jealousy of the hero of Waterloo. I trust, that no 
one will imagine by the accidental mention of this distinguished 
Yankee, in connection with puppydom, that I dream of class- 
ifying him with these pets. Certainly not. Private opinioos 
must yield to circumstances. That which, at home, I miglit 
incline to censure, is here, with ardent nationality, upheld and 
pnused. In Paris, every American pronounces Oen. Jackson a 
hero, greater in every respect than Napoleon, or any other per- 
son who ever lived. If they say any thing regarding cotton bags, 
we immediately retort, that he diJOfers but Uttle from the French 
themselves — ^that if he used breast- works, French women do the 
same — the difference being, that he fought behind them, whereas 
they surrender — " at discretion." No ; Tyler is a man of probity 
and consistency ; Bobby, the greatest living poet, not excepting 
Prince Albert himself ; and Polk a Cincinnatus, called from the 
plough-tail, to tell a tale to old Europe, now in her second child- 
hood, which makes aU its members tremble. We insist, and 
satisfactorily prove too, that the republic is our mother country : 
for within three months, she has brought into the world two 
states at a birth, and is already far gone with two more. 

But revenons d nos moutons — the phrase is good, since dogs 
are frequently served up for muttons. Tliese dogs are generally 
muffled, when large, and all are confined by a cord aroimd the 
neck, which, as one is walking, is often also found aroimd his 
legs. If a man wishes to insult another, or wreak his spite 
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against him, he kicks his dog. If you deare to apeak to a jm/Uj 
woman, whom you do not know, stumble orer tiie dog, attflBi|il 
to soothe his barking, take off yourhat, bow three times to 
the snarling, ugly brute, and the heart of the lady is won. Wfaid 
the cord adroitly around your legs— do it quicUyy while aha b 
gaiing at the goods in Uie shop wiBdow--«iid yoa ean be aa 
long as you desire in " getting out of the serape.^ If he quansb 
with another dog, and is thrown down into the gutter, take him 
up carefully — never mind the white Uda^-and wipe him wMi 
your cambric. This last was nerer known to CnL " Lof« flM» 
love my dog,'* is of French angOL lliia is part of what is 
called the dog eiercise, and is almost aa oarioas an art» aa Ihil 
of the fan in Madi^ Poets may talk of the bea«ty of womssi, 
when " floating in the maaea of the giddy walt8»** or at the do- 
mestic fireside darning stockings, the dear creatmrea neter appear 
so interesting, aa when eihibiting the sublime virtiiea of ''pati- 
ence, loving-kindness, and tender merey,^ while they steal 
awaiting the pleasure of this sweet animal buaily oeeupied at flio 
the side of a house, or by a lamp-post 

The end of the sheet admonishes me to oonehide this doggenl 
description of some of the peculiaritiea of Parisians and thsfer 
habits. In a future letter I may resume the thread of my nam- 
tive, unless jrou find the subjects are already worn thread-bara. 
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^UIIR — BOUILLARD— GOURSI OF MeDICAL StUDT Ilf PaRIS AMD AjfRRI* 
CA COMPARED ImPORTARCE Or A SPECIAL ATTEVTIOR TO A 8IR0UI 

Branch — Difpiculties op Americaii FHTsiciAifi— Tbb Frercb ar]» 
American Practitioner contraited— American Students at Paris. 

When spealdng of Yelpeau in a former letter, I iocideiitAUy 
loaationed the hospital La Charity. This is one of the moat im* 
portant of these institutions, and at the same time one of the old- 
est This its time-worn and dilapidated appearance fully atfeeaL 
The same renovating hand, which is employed on many of the 
other public buildings, is also engaged in re-constructing and mod* 
ifyi^g this. There is little in its history worthy of mentioii, 
except that it was founded by Marie de Medicis, m 1618, for a 
community of Monks, who discharged the double duties of physi- 
ciaos and priests. It contains 530 beds, which are appropiiated 
to all sorts of disease, the class of patients differing not much 
from those received at the Hotel-Dieu. Mons. Oerdy asdsts 
Yelpeau in the care of the surgical patients. Being wholly in- 
dependent of his profession, he is not obliged to seek for prac- 
tice, which perhaps he might not obtain. If he did ; his bluff, sar- 
castic manners creating many enemies. His personal appearance 
is not more prepossessing. His continually contracted forehead, 
and heavy, lowering eye-brows, add not to the beauty of a dark- 
skinned, hard-featured countenance. As a writer, he occupies a 
fair position, possessing the merit of good arrangement and per- 
spicuity. His judgment, one would be apt to consider faulty, 
had he witnessed some operations lately performed by him, which 
many present considered not only useless, but as hurrying hk 
patients out of the world. The physicians are Andral» Rayer» 
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Craveilhier, Fouquier, and Bouillard. T^e first three are weD 
known in the United States bj their numerous works, which haifO 
been there translated. 

Without exception, these same three g^Uemen are much \em 
followed in the wards, than the other two. Fouqider is the pri* 
rate physician of the King, and his class is much the laisest. 
This is very much owing to his g^tlemanly manners, in adoitioil 
to his acuteness in detecting the nature of disease. Wb grtf 
hairs, or rather white locks, hare brought wisdom with them. 
Mons. Bouillard, in personal appearance, resembles Benjaaun 
Pierce, the distinguished mathematician of Cambridge Unifer- 
sitj. When I saw him first, I was siruok with the simSitade, 
and followed him, from curiosity to ascertain, if their intellectual 
developments corresponded. Although pursuing a differeot 
branch of science, I found that Boufllard was not deficient in the 
good judgment, fine reasoning, and correct deduction, which 
distinguish so highly my old instructor in mathematics.' IBs 
bedside remarks are exceedingly interesting and improving, and 
I strongly urge every student to follow him. His number of 
pupils, not being so large as many of the other general phyri- 
dans, enables one to see the patient, and sometimes to examine 
the diM>ase in person. Mons. Rayer, author of a work on die 
diseases of the skin, with his lofty, bulky person, will clear his 
own way in the world. He needs no trumpeter. The stentorian 
voice, with which he interrogates his patients, and prescribes for 
their wants, will speak for him, and will leave a record of him* 
self, ringing in the ears of the poor sick, which will perpetuate 
his memory to the end of their lives. 

The method of studying medicine in Paris is very differenl 
from that pursued in America. In some respects it b better, and 
inferior in others. There is none, or next to none, of what ia 
called office study ; and indeed very little study of books any- 
where. Many students finish their entire course with scarcely 
over having looked at a medical work. The cost is also far Vom^ 
and the opportunity for deception in regard to the time em* 
ployed, almost impossible. In the United States, a certificate of 
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three years* study is not unfrequently obtained, bj a novitiate> 
for a few dollars. No such certificates are here required. Tht 
Oovemment regulates that matter most admirably. Each sta* 
dent b required to inscribe his name with the secretary, and his 
time commences at that period. During his term of four yean» 
he is obliged to pass five examinations, and to pay a small sum 
to the Government, I think about ten dollars for each, the whole 
expenses for four years' study and degree, being nearly two hun- 
dred dollars. Every branch of study has a particular examination. 
The student previously applies himself solely to this, and without 
difficulty, of course, can make himself master of it. In the 
United States, on the contrary, there is but one examination, and 
that at the end of three years' study in every branch at the same 
time. The preparation for this is extremely difficult The over- 
loaded brain is distracted with the vain attempt to recall the 
minutioe of every department of the science. 

This reminds me of an advantage, which is not connected with 
the study, so much as the practice of medicine and surgery in 
the large cities of Europe, suggesting one reason why the Euro- 
pean physicians are more profound scholars than the American. 
It is because the immense number of the inhabitants of their 
cities allows the study and practice of specialties. The science 
of medicine is so very comprehensive, as to prohibit one from 
understanding the whole of it perfectly in all its branches and 
details. The possibility of taking one branch, that to which the 
taste of the man is most disposed, and pursuing this to the com- 
parative neglect of the others, allows an approach to perfection in 
it. Do you ask, why Roux and Velpeau and lisfranc are inch 
distinguished surgeons ? Why Dubois is the first accoucheur in 
Paris ? Why Louis and Chomel and Fouquier are at the head 
of the physicians ? The answer is easy. They have each taken 
one branch and pursued it, aiming at perfection and attaining an 
approximation to it. Look at the poor man in America, at the 
same time, physician, surgeon, accoucheur, attempting to be 
skilful in operations on the eyes and ears, percussion and auscul- 
tation, the diseases of women and infants. The intellect of a 
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grandeur. But the traveler, who has seen himself these majeck 
tic peaks, though half obscured with clouds, and with eyes al- 
most blinded with falling snow or chilling winds, when reading, 
after the lapse of many years, his own imperfect notes, written 
with benumbed fingers by the dim light of a cottage fire, and 
half asleep, has a far more vi\nd conception of that splendid 
panorama. This imperfect simile but faintly illustrates, how lit- 
tle the uneducated student observes even of the prominent char- 
acteristics of disease. Yet this little is worth more than whole 
pages of description. Would that the American physician were 
adequately encouraged in his toil ! Some few are, it is true, but 
ah ! how many, after years consumed at college in laying a basisy 
and years more afterwards in building the superstructure, live 
but to see some ignorant blacksmith rolling in wealth, derived 
from the sale of a nostrum ! Yes, so long as the world seizes 
with such eagerness every new pill, which professes to raise the 
dead ; as long as homoeopathy, magnetism, hydropathy, ** laces," 
are in vogue ; so long as the laws of the country suffer quacks 
and charlatans of every description to live in a state of piracy 
against the world, robbing and killing all, who come in their way, 
or are allured by a false flag ; so long as these ignoramuses, or 
something worse, are sustained, and allowed to collect their ex- 
orbitant exactions for poisons sold under the protection and by 
the help of the law's strong arm^while these exist, it cannot be 
expected, that American physicians will devote their energies to 
such an extent, as to rival the French in their attainments, who 
are not protected merely, but spurred on, and animated, by the 
** powers that be." 

Apart from this, the American physician, with all the good 
will he may enjoy, labors under insuperable embarrassments, 
which, in the present condition of the social state, it is impossible 
to surmoimt. Theory \s excellent, and not only excellent, but 
necessary. Still, without practice, it is nothing. This is the rea- 
son, why the young physician is inferior to the old, though his 
head is stuffed with book information to the crown of his hat. 
Tlie hospital is the place for supplying this deficiency. But the 
small institutions of the United States are greatly inferior to the 
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Parisian, out only in their numbcra. but in tbo character of Hut 
pi'opU: wlio resort to them, and llur difference of their rcspeotiva 
BeiuiibiltU«8. Thin inferiuriiy, Khicii utiaclies to tho American, aa 
a putiiMit, exalts him however iw n humuo biting, la the United 
States it is not the poor aad mtwrablo i^onerally, who comtj thitb- 
M ; »uoh us have not, uml miver bad a [wuny in thuir piuMS. 
liut it i» tboHe, who have the ability lo pay thnw doUara a week 
for thi^ir bourd. Such pt^muns tay. tli<ry are willing to deacribo 
their oomplaints, show thrar tongues, and allow their pulses to 
be full by the phyaiciiuis, but uut by tw«uty or thirty mquiiulive^ 
ignomnt students. " 1 pny my Iwird. luid do not wish my pri- 
vacy to hv intruded on." Fur tliree ye&n I wa« living in differ- 
cot iiospitJd* of the Ctut<!d Stalj^, and well know the fcoUng 
which pruvailft. The women of America of the lowejtt rhnim. 
oven thosn whoae lives, onu would supputM. rouit hitTe «stiii* 
guishod this feeling entirely, hnve a dtJic^icf and repugnanoe, 
quit« uuknuwn to any cIiuh of Puriiuiuit. Their description of 
many dtMrssoii a imperfi-'Ct, and many prefer oven death itself to 
allowing u phyaician worlliy of cuntidenue to examine ocularijT 
the DHturo of ihcir mnlody. The Krnndi woman, on the coo- 
tnry, knows noUiinf{ at all of ibin ^ituaay ienubiUty. She hM 
DO hnitation, not only to describif, but to p«miit her phrncian to 
see ever)- compbunt, Tlus is particuUrly to be observed at tlu 
miUwifery hospiuLi. a diucripliuu of which 1 reserve for anuthar 
letter, in thn respect, tberrforo, the I'liris cdncated phyvieUo 
enjuyii oupvrior advantage* to the liomehred man. 

Kvery patient who cnt«r» a hmpilid i*. in a oertain def^reOi 
Government property, and, not only through life, but even aflw 
death, is subject, in somr touw, to the cunLrol of the pbfrioiaa. 
Thus M'lL'uco is benefited by the post-mortem eismmatic^ 
which i* made of evvtrjr diauase that is mitrked with anjrtUiy 
peculiar, whether objected to by friends, nr not. Among AmAi- 
can dtisenii, extraordinary hortur la felt on this aubjeet, uul gnat 
opposition made by the friends of ■ doeeasvd persoa lo mdl 
an einmtnatiuu. Fortunateiy this siiuiaamishiuai a eviirjr jvu 
Ims »lr\tnj[, and gmdiinily wi-jiring swny. The community m 
10 
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beginning to see the advantages flowing from an inquisitioii after 
death, not only as it concerns the physician, but because it sheda 
light on the peculiar constitution of a family. This knowledge 
serves to put the descendants on their guard against the special 
causes, which may excite the latent germ of a similar complaint, 
that may be slumbering in their systems; or, what is equally 
needed, to dispel fears, and quiet apprehensions, which, if al- 
lowed to be cherished, might of themselves awaken the very eTib 
that were apprehended. 

The hospitals furnish so large a supply of subjects, that the 
chirurgeon has the facilities to make himself perfectly familiar 
with surgery and operative anatomy. 

These are the advantages, not trivial, which the Paris School 
affords ; but it is not without its defects and disadvantages. Hay- 
ing such opportunities to witness diseases in aU their forms and 
modifications, and such facilities after death of ascertaining the 
correctness of their conjectures, the medical body in this country 
generally have fallen into an error, and a serious one. They 
have directed their attention and energies to discovering the na- 
ture of disease, and that at the expense of the treatment. The 
English and American have equally erred upon the opposite side. 
They have directed their zeal to the treatment, neglecting the di- 
agnosis. To any reasonable person it must be apparent, that to 
discover the character of the disease, without knowing how to 
treat it is useless ; and also that treating a patient without know- 
ing what the malady is, is a kind of charlatanry. It is a. combin- 
ation of the two acquisitions which makes the accomplished 
practitioner. This is not to be attained by any one who allows 
himself to become a partizan of either school. Indeed, the ad- 
vice which the celebrated Marshal HaU, the most distinguished 
physician of London, and perhaps of England, gave to a coun- 
tryman of mine, is full of sound sense, and shows that the opin- 
ion, which I have advanced, is that of the highest authorities in 
medical topics. " Go to France, to Paris," said he, " and study 
diagnosis, and then come back to England and learn practice.** 
This is the advice that all candid men of real information will gite. 
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Indeed, the namea of fifty AmericuR physicians, nhich T havet 
■who are here for the purpose of perfecting themselves \a llieir 
■eient^e. c/nning from every St«te almr>9t in tlie rnion, is coiicIq- 
WTe <ividcnc4) nf American opimon. Those vho im^ino that tba 
obtaining of a degree denotes the end of study, of coar«e will 
my that it is UMlesa ; but thone who conBidor that they haw 
then but entered the threshold only, will look upon it in a {at 
di (Tenant light. 

These fifty young Amencims mny be seen wherever anything, 
nrhlcb appertiuna to the science, ui tu be learned. The bent seal* 
in VelpeAu's amphithrMre havo the name of Amiviean »eM», h 
they lire always filled by the Yankees, who have gone and oootl- 
pind them long bttfon the lecture eommencm, in order t» Monrs 
them. I'he ekilful and tnielligeni instruetors, who hare what are 
cnlli'd " privaUi counies," are mainly paid by Americwu, whow 
^nerally short stay prevents their attending to the coUFsot given 
by the faculty, iw they are extended through too great a length 
of time; snme of them indeed lost several yeant. Krom sunrise 
to (unj>ul, literally speaking, they are nngagcd b the cIum.- and ai^ 
duous study of their profession, The evening recreaUons of opeiM 
and viMts, are very often given up to continue their scitrntific pur- 
suits. Where they have studied one hour in America, they study 
two here. The few hours that ore given for recreation, ore no 
more thiin exhausted natun-, and the fatigued brain, demand. 

The phyuuians of the hospilahi give the American superior ad- 
Tonbiges f> dther Kludenls. even to tbelr own. They reason upon 
this principle. The " United States is more than three thooHBd 
miles distant These young men have t^ume this great 'H«'*t«^ 
to a country, whose manaerv, customs, and language arc diflhr- 
«nt trom tlieir owil They visit u* at a great i^apenw. Whj 
have they put thenwelra to such pent nod inoonvetUHnoe, pUoeJ 
iheniM-lvei in such a disagreeable position, often withuul On 
power of speaking and eomprehcDding in • foreign oouDttjr; 
and subjccti'd ihemselrea to the neecadty of expending so latgdjr 
for Iheir indispenoable wanta t It is be««iMO tiuj on naolvwl to 
investigate the science, whicb they have commenced, under tlw 




164 OLD WINE IN KBW BOTTLES. 

best adrantages, and to make themselyes thorough masters of k. 
I will second such devotion. The doors of my hospital shall be 
open to them, and they shall have encouragement in prosecuting 
their investigations." The standing of those who have heea 
here before us, warrant such a belief, and such conduct onlheir 
part. May the future show, that the present generation have 
not '' fallen from their high estate," and are not inferior to their 
predecessors. 



XXVII. 

Osumunov or thx Kisc'i Bietb-dat. 

Tbi tumult 18 over ; the hubbub hu oeaied ; the hat rookiel 
has long since exploded ; the fallmg ram has undoubtedly ex- 
tinguished the onlj remaining lamp, whieh iHnininattd the gar- 
dens, and the populace have returned to their labor. In shorty 
the FiU de Hoi, the anniyersary of the birth of Louis Philippe ii 
past. Like the calm that succeeds the storm, an unusual still- 
ness reigns throughout the city. This yery natural eflfect is no 
doubt deepened by the gloomy weather, which has followed, as 
a shadow, the brilliant sunshine, which yesterday shone so pro* 
pitiously. 

The fdtes m France are more qmet and orderly than f orme r ly . 
The disorder of preceding years is attributable to the fact, thai 
food of various kinds, and wine, used to be senred to the pubfio 
by the king. Hogsheads of the latter were placed in the pubfio 
squares, with dippers attached, and any one who was athirsty 
might go, and drink as much, and as often as he desbed. At 
the coronation of Napoleon, it is related, that the Fountain of the 
Innocents, in one of the market places, ran wine throughout the 
day. Such freedom could not but be abused, and excess with ' 
all the natural consequences, waa unirersal. Louis Philippe^ 
seeing the hasardons resulta, wisely put a slop to the practioe. 
Proviflions, no longer distributed promiscuously, are given to the 
poor at their rooms. Hie effiBcts of this are rtrj erident Now, 
even on the days of fiHes, a person intoxicated b rarely seen. 
Drunktmness, indeed, is not near so common, as in any of the 
citi<*s of the Tnited States, eren where the teetotal societies are 
prevalent. Those societies are not known here. Brerybody 
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drinks, not only their light wines, but brandies and ttronger 
liquors, and usually with discretion. 

Deputations from all classes of people waited yesterday upon 
the king to wish him health and happiness, and many joyous re- 
turns of this his natal day. F^tes are not for the rich and 
powerful, but the poor ; we will therefore leave the palace 
behind us, and accompany the crowd to the great square of the 
Champs £lys6es. The way conducts us through the gardens of 
the Tuilleries, and as the immense multitude obstruct rapid loco- 
motion, we linger beside the basins of water, and admire the jet, 
which glitters in the sunbeams, the numerous gold and silver fish 
which sport in the ripples, and the merry faces of the children, 
who stand around, feeding the pretty sparkling finny. creatureB 
with bread and cake crumbs. When fatigued with this, we tnm 
to another scene, where the graceful swan floats lightly, as a snow- 
flake on the blue water, arching his long neck to coUect the doim- 
tions cast to him. Before us a most magnificent prospect opens. 
Round us, and before us, far as the eye can reach, a double row 
of trees line the long avenue ; — the elm with pendent limbs, and 
the horse-chestnut, now in the pride of its beauty. By constant 
pruning and attention, their symmetry is rendered perfect. The 
branches, which, when bare and leafless in winter, have such an 
air of prudery, now clothed in gay attire, and adorned with their 
finely contrasted blossoms, present a rare object of el^^ce. 
At the extremity of this grand avenue, two or three miles before 
us, relieved by a back ground of remote blue hills, stands the 
pride of art, the proud Arc de Triomphe de VEtoile, one hundred 
and fifty-two feet in height, seeming even at this distance, still 
more immense. Nearer to us, surrounded by golden lamps, rises 
the obelisk of Luxor, appearing to pierce the great arch of the 
Arc de Triomphe. The remainder of the way to the great porU 
of the palace is embellished by a host of marble statues of great 
value. It is the sight of such beauties and objects of splendid 
luxury, as these, which surround and grace the palaces of mon- 
archs, that can alone awaken in my bosom any love for royalty. 

But, while we Idter here, the amusements of the day are com- 
mencing. In the Plact dmoorde, the tritons and sea-nymphs — 
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erer. Like many other warriors, victorious without results, let 
us go to the next, where the damage we may do, camiot be so 
easUy repaired. Rough and fragile images of crockery are here, 
pieces of glass with figures painted on them. Now give the or- 
gan of destructiveness the rein. The fragments jingle as they 
fall into the basket below. Isn't it delicious ? And all for two 
or three sous ; a good investment. Novelties thicken, as we pro- 
ceed .What keeps them laughing so perpetually in this quarter? 
Why, at one extremity of the circle, perhaps I should say, one of 
the foci of the ellipse, there is a post, to which a tin pot is attach- 
ed. At the other focus fifteen feet off, we see a young man gi^e 
a sou to the proprietor, who in return presents him with a stick. 
He places on the youth's head, concealing it entirely, a horrid 
looking mask, the eyes of which look crosswise. With this he 
can see nothing. Confident of success, where so many othera 
have failed, he advances, thus blindfolded, to strike the pot with 
his cane. He proceeds very cautiously in a direct line, as he 
supposes, but following, as the bystanders well know, each eye 
of his mask by turns, till getting near 'the object by his computa- 
tion, with deliberate care he deals the blow, which he is confident 
will make the old pot ring like a church bell. But the only sound 
which reaches his ear, is the universal merriment of all around« 
The mask is removed, and be is astonished to perceive that he hae 
" missed the wrong house " by a long distance. Notwithstand- 
ing the shortness of the space, and the apparent ease of the per- 
formance, I saw but one hit the pot, among several essays made 
during my stay. Do you wish to know your temperament ? A man 
is ready to give you the information with a hand thermometer. 
This has two glass globes united by a hollow tube, and filled with 
spirits of wine. The warmth of the hand causes the fluid to run 
from one ball to the other, and the height to which it ascends, indi- 
cates the temperament. Changing hands, he counts in a loud 
voice, five, ten, fifteen, twenty, as long as the liquid rises, and 
this shows the degree. Men are content to spend five sous in 
order to learn that they are ten degrees of *' sanguinity " or some^ 
thing else. 
Arrived, at length, at the Grand Square, maogre the inim- 
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merable obstacles, which impede, or sttrKctioDs, that djvt'rt ; in 
the midst of on ocean of heads in conalJUL motion to catch ft 
glimpse, but always iol^rpoMng btrforc, behind, aroiuid. erery 
where, one ma^ possibl]' succeed in swini; tho stage of oiie of 
the lcn)[ioniry thestree, ereict«d onjy for the day. In thioM) an 
«nai:l«l buttles, Gghta, and other diverting paathno* ; guns and 
CADoon HIT Srri ; drums b';at«n ; pmonere are taken and miracn- 
louaJy escape, and the French come out always Tictononi, th« 
«neroy retiring in n laudable and regular mnmier, aStur dinchorg- 
ing th''ir miulret« at, and dnof^rously frightening sundry peacea- 
ble and thoughtleas crows, which are inuoc<!ntly flying over th« 
unroofed stage. The spectators am very numerous— and very 
(juict — whon they cim aoe — but, when the view is obstructed by 
nny one taller than themselvos, they are uudly amuned by tbrow 
ing small sloniv nt his hnl, and often with an accuracy nut allo- 
}(ether p1i>a«knt to the wearer. Sliort people are docidvdly be- 
low par in iiuch a jilaoe. 1 did nut sev tho stage pcrfiM-tly bat 
twice, onrc when lifted from the ground by the prewure of iIm 
crowd, and thus elevated abovu the world. But I could not turn 
my good fortune to much account, for uofortanalely tny atten- 
tion wntt very much distracted by the instant necwaty of invent- 
ing Himr new method of brculhing, n my chest waa so wedged 
in and compressed, that the old one would not answer. My bal 
too. obatmcling the prospect uf those behind, wan rigoroiuily sa- 
luted with a copiona showrx of the aforesaid grarel. Tlie M-cnnd 
time, just at the climax, when the savage Qedooin wu about to 
deatroy his capUre, a French girl of birth. I felt a hand nt my 
coat pocket. Tho fellow was diaap pointed, however, for prciiooa 
to leavint* home. I look the precaution to leave there wal«h, 
pocket book, and every thing elae of value. But the incident 
draw off my obeervatjoa <tf Um tUge, and, after all. I havv there- 
fore lost the pleaauratff infomii^ yoa, what became of the ben* 
tiful hermne. 

In the centra of tUa ^aM wh oredJ^) the njf lie Com^m. 

This is a p(A» at aa past a langlk aa oan be obtoinnl. anil prrfeot' 

ly iitmii;ht, mHimbliog In thii mpcct the lofty hi'-korr and aab 

poles, planted during the lata alectioo throughout the United 

10» 



irO OLD WINE IN NBW BOTTLES. 

— .^ — ■■■■— ^i» 

States. This is entirely denuded of bark and branches, and 
made as smooth as possible. To render it still more slippery, it 
is plentifully besmeared with soft soap and other unctuous mat« 
ters. To the top of this a large wreath is drawn up, to which is 
attached prizes of various sorts. On this occasion there were a 
gold watch, a cup of silver, a convert, or silver fork and spoon» 
and a silver moimted pipe. The first ascension is the only diffi-* 
cult one ; those coming afterwards mount with comparative facil'* 
ity. The first essay was made by an athletic man, who stripped 
himself almost to the state of nature ; entirely, save a piece of 
cloth around his loins. He carried with him, suspended on each 
side, a bag filled with a kind of powder, or dust, with which he 
covered the slippery pole, as far up as he could reach. Then 
hitching up as far as he had dusted, he held by his feet and one 
hand, while with the other he renewed his anti-lubricadng pro* 
cess. He ascended not more than fifteen feet, when his bags 
were exhausted ; and, casting a longing look at the glittering 
prizes far above, he slid down again. The second climbed some 
thirty feet, when his strength was exhausted, and his ammunition 
failing, and, projecting also a Fox-and- Grapes-Tantalus-looking 
regard at all that was dear, he too " declined the honor." The 
thii-d was a dexterous climber, and was also fortified by a double 
supply of the "all in all," without which it would be as vain to 
think of iTsing, as to get up in the world without that other yel- 
low dust, called gold. His cap too, served to wipe the path be- 
fore him. After a stniggle of nearly half an hour, he attained 
the summit, seized the flag placed there, exultingly waved it 
round his head, helped himself to the gold watch, and descended 
very quickly. The track once prepared, it was easy to follow ; so 
the other prizes were taken without difficulty, and on that account 
were of far inferior value. This sport attracted a large crowd, 
who divided their regards between it, and the neighboring thea- 
tres. A young American physician, extremely agile and muscu- 
lar, who now resides in Boston, is said to have gained this priie 
some years ago. This is a real example of genius overcoming 
difficulties, and of talent elevated above the crowd. 
After the accomplishment of this exploit, another scene sooa 
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opened upon ub of the grand comedy of tbe day. Wandering 
about, I accidentally came in among n throng, sainmDding a 
flashy four-wheeled vehicle, of a form peeoliar to Fmnoe, and 
drawn by two horaea. On the fnmt atood a man, engaged in 
haranguing the multitude. Hia appearaooe waa teiy remarkable. 
He waa tricked out in a atraage a^le. Hia pantaloona were of 
black velvet, with a waiatooat of blue cloth, having tight aleevea. 
His coat was of green velvet, with large flowing deevea, ahorter 
above than below, where they hung, coming to a point, and ex» 
posing the blue aleevea of the waistcoat uidemealk All his 
clothes were decorated with a profnaion of gold laee. By hk 
sides were watches — two on each — ^with oilier jewdiy. Hia 
head was surmounted by a crimson velvet cap, encircled with a 
gold lace band with a long flowing ailk taaael depending from the 
top, which he frequently removed, thereby ezpoaiqg a bald head. 
What hair he had waa gray, and ao waa hia beard, which waa cot 
close except on the chm, and under the jaw, and thia waa kfl 
some six inches kmg. On hia nose he wore a large pair of apeo^ 
tacles, whose immense glasses were intended to intimale raaemh, 
and, in connection with hia venerable beard and gray hant, wi»> 
dom. From the first expression which struck my ear, I thought 
he was a democrat He waa proclaiming himself a friend of the 
working class, and professing to be a worker himself ; but he ex* 
plained by stating that he was that moment at work — addrnssing 
the people. As he advanced in hia oration, he p«t me mora and 
more in doubt about hia object He came at hat to inform ua 
that he was a Portugueae, (he apoke without a pereeptible ac- 
cent) that France contained many charlatans of all kinda, thai 
even his native city, Lisbon, harbored them, bat thai he waa a 
truly educated aian, that he waa versed in the noble science of 
medicine, and.could cura diMaaea in an faicredibly abort apace of 
time, especially those of the mnaettlar ayaiem ; and flnaHy re- 
quested such as were afllieted to oome upon the carriage, and ha 
would examine their oompUnla before the multitude. Immedi- 
ately a young man of reapectaUe appearance jumped up, atrippad 
oflf hia coat, rolled up hia aleeve, and exhibited his arm, whieh ha 
declared to be the aeat of much pain. Our hero tamed hia head. 
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and nodded to some men seated behind him on the top of Uie 
Tehicle. Then I noticed, that these four fantastically dressed 
individuals were musicians, who immediately began a tune with 
horns, clarionet, trumpet, drum and cymbals, completely drowniiig 
the sage questions asked by the learned man. After a suitable 
lapse of time he rang a little bell by his side, and the music ceas- 
ing, he announced that the patient had a species of rheumatism. 
He had, however, a never-failing specific for it, an unguent of 
great power, which was always sure to cure in twenty-four horns. 
Again he turned and winked, after remarking that he would show 
the method of its proper application. I involuntarily rubbed my 
eyes, for I began to suspect that I was at a theatre, and that one 
of the ludicrous comedies of Mohere was being acted, where tail- 
ors tried on coats, countr3rmen learned wisdom and manoeimy 
physicians felt the pulse, and nurses gave lavements, all to the 
sound of martial music ; for, as the sage rubbed the grease in 
the arm, his movements were in unison with the slow-measured 
notes of the artists behind ; and when the time changed to a 
polka, he continued the friction with a polka rhjrthm. The scene 
was inexpressibly ludicrous. So this " learned Jenldnson " of the 
inimitable Vicar went on prescribing for numerous complaints, 
feigned by an accomplice, which were all to be well in twenty- 
four hours after his treatment. Any number of boxes of similar 
medicines were constantly on hand ; but, from their peculiar effi- 
cacy, the price was of course necessarily very high. 

Before the Pavilion des Horloge was erected a stage, covered 
with crimson velvet, where, at seven and a half, p. m., by forcii^ 
through a crowd of artisans in dirty blouses, smelling vehement- 
ly of cheese and garlic, one could hear a band play the ifor- 
seillaise or the Parissienne, and, by walking towards the Seine, 
have a view, in one of the upper stories of the palace, of the 
Indians from Oregon now visiting here with Mr. Catlin. By 
order of the King, they had been placed in the vacant apart- 
ments of one of the absent princes, commanding a view of the 
gardens, the quai de Tuilleries, the Pant Royal^ and the im- 
mense assemblage that thronged every avenue in this quarter. 
From this point, also, a favorable view of the fireworks was to be 
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had. The adjoinhig room wit deroted to the aceommodatioii of 
Gen. Tom Thumb. It was amuaiiig to hear the speenlatioDi of 
the multitude m regard to these red skms, who, m all the pride 
and pomp of paint and feathers, were retj oonspieoooi at the 
wmdows, and arrested the gaping notice of rast mmibera. The 
lower classes of the commtmitj are as ignorant of geography, as 
the aborigines of America, when discovered bj Colunboa. One 
imagined they were Patagonians; another snrmiMd that they 
were CMnese ; a third Egyptians, and, when informed they wwa 
from the backwoods of the United States, from Ongtm^ tMy in* 
nocently replied, that '' they thought all the Afncain were bkek.** 
As the shades of night descended, the lampa, arranged fai 
triangular groups of thirty-six on lofty stands, and plaeed at in* 
terrals of forty feet perhaps along the green ftinged walks, wera 
lighted up. This exhibition, extending even to the Arc de V BtoQet 
and to every little avenue around, was almost magical. At soeh 
a moment it was easy to have any quantity of poetical imagimnga 
of diamonds and such like, that could be wished. Poetry is a de- 
scription of fancy. This is the reason, as I take it, why caffing 
red hair, golden : oil lamp lights, diamonds ; and talking of silver 
moon and pearly teeth, is being poeticaL To thoee who live fai 
the garret, gold and silver, diamonds and pearls, exist but in the 
imagination. When the twilight had entirely melted away, there 
commenced from the Quai d'Orsay a shower of rockets, which 
with their bright light of various colors illuminated all annmd. 
Being of large size, the ndse of their exploaioD waa very great, 
as they burst high in the air, pouring a deluge of brilUant spar* 
klo8 on every side. At the moment, when the first rocket shoC 
up, commenced the discharge of the great guns at the battlemente 
surrounding the Hotel des InvaBdes. Had this captive PmasiaB 
and AuMtrian ordnance been as faithfully served in times gone by, 
afi they were this evenmg, they might have changed the dnsflnina 
of nations, and not been left, as now, to illustrate the proweaa of 
French arms. At every report, I beheld in imagination the vet- 
crnns. who now served them, at the battles of Lodi and Wagrmm 
and Auf(t4*rlitx, their hearts burning with a fire scarcely leas ve* 
hcment than the (lame which consumed their powder. Those 
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heroes, who then protected the body of the Qreat Warrior, nofir, 
surround and guard his mouldering ashes. 

Near this quai, high in the air was a beautiful cross of varie- 
gated lamps of large size, which was the object of univerBal ad- 
miration. On the Pont de la Concorde rose two lofty monumenls 
of fire, while from their base flashed Roman Candles and flames 
of every description. For half an hour an unbroken successioii 
of rockets, wheels and other productions of pyrotechny were play- 
ed off without the least intermission. No delay in the prepara- 
tion of the pieces fatigued the spectator, and there was no 
parsimonious apprehension of burning too many at a time. The 
air was in a continual blaze with sheets of fire in inexhaustible 
profusion. The final piece was an immense bouquet, extending 
the entire length of the bridge, of every hue and of surpassing 
lustre ; thus closing an exhibition exceeding in magnificence any- 
thing of a similar kind, which it has been my fortune ever to be- 
hold. 

No report has been made of any accident happening during 
the day, notwithstanding the vast number assembled. Three or 
four hundred thousand persons were undoubtedly spectators of 
these fireworks. Indeed, there were fifteen thousand troops of 
the line in active service in or near the garden, besides numerous 
other grades of ** guardians of the peace." The crowd was of 
the most orderly character; though they were required to 
rest five or ten minutes in the midst of a " squeeze," — a trying 
moment, — near the outlet and the Pont Royal, I did not hear a 
complamt escape. Thus ended the day, and I close this descrip- 
tion with my best wishes for the health, long life, and prosperity 
of Louis Philippe, the wisest of modem kings. In addition, I 
think I shall communicate pleasure to all by sending herewith a 
translation of the principal speeches made by the heads of the 
various delegations sent to wait upon him, together with his re- 
sponses. A translation cannot possibly retain the force and 
beauty, so strikingly expressed in the originals. The Ummmrt 
de phrase is very expressive and beautiful, but of so extremely 
delicate a texture, as often to become gross in the version, and in 
its bluntness wholly to lose its force. Notwithstanding this dis- 
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Mdvuttoge, I think that no one can r<>ad the address of the Presi- 
dent of the Deputit^it — or the lower house — without being tonched 
irith the lumple beauty, that pervades it. The response of tiu 
ling shows, that he was deeply impreaacd with its Biac«rit7, and 
his words have less of that stereotype style, which neceaauily 
distinguishes the otbero. 




XXVIII. 

Ver-^ailles — The Palace — Its Cost — DisEciuTioif ih 1792— Irt 
Rkstoratio.v bt Louis Philippe — Its Embellishmewts, Pictures Aif» 
Statues—- Napoleon as he lites on tbe Cantas— Effkcts op thesi 
Paintings on a Spectatok. 

Ye&terday and to-daj I spent at Versailles, with Dr. Potter 
of Augusta, Me., and when I say at Versailles, I mean at the pal- 
ace, for the town itself can boast of few attractions. It owes al] 
its consequence to this smgle building, one of the most remarka- 
ble, considered in itself, and also on account of its contents, which 
the world contains. It is situated at a distance of twelve milea 
from Paris, toward the south-west, and though it potseases few 
inhabitants and no commerce, two railroads connect it with the 
great world. Before the Revolution, 100,000 people were num- 
bered among its citizens, and all the great and noble of the land 
ipent a lan};e portion of their time here. It is now comparative- 
ly deserted, her lordly mansions are vacant, and her spacious, 
but dreary streets, no longer echo with the equipages of rank 
and wealth and fashion. Her once flourishing and voluptuoua 
population have dwindled now to thirty thousand persons. 

In the 16th century, Versailles was but an inconsiderable vil- 
lage environed entirely with forests, whither the King of Navarre, 
afterwards the renowned Henry IV., resorted to hunt. In 1624 
Louis XIII. purchased the land around, and erected a small cha- 
teau, the germ of the present immense pile. It is of red brick, 
and occupies the centre of the present structure. Louis XIY., in 
1664, commenced the construction of the "palace, as it now ex- 
ists, with the intention of making it the seat of his court. The 
most celebrated architect of the day was entrusted with the exe« 
cution of the kingly design. The many difSculties to be snr- 
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mounted, from the nature of the atoation, lerred only to •timu'* 
late the m<Miarch ; and the work was proeeouted with inch Tigor, 
that a proud habitation for a proud monarch toon arose under 
their hands. Le Notre arranged the gardens and grounds. Bz* 
caTations were dug, terraces raised, and the immense pari[, mea- 
suring twenty leagues, was protected by a walL Two or three 
other walls divided the land into eztensiTe gardens, parks and 
other enclosures of luxury or utility. For the water required to 
fill the reservoirs and fountains, a plan was conceived, and actu- 
ally begun to be executed, of turning the river Eure from its 
Gourse. Nothing, in short, deterred that magniSoent mooaveh 
from the accomplishment of his grand designs ; not money, for 
though no accurate accounts can be obtained of the expenditures^ 
the etitimates exceeded two hundred millions of dollars; notlabor, 
for the entire army of thirty thousand men during the peace 
were not unfrequently all employed at once upon the works. 
Tlie pulnce itself, with all its richness, cost less than the wori» 
around it. These statistics may serve to communicate, perhaps, 
»omo idea of its grandeur. 

Every effort was made to people the town ; every encourage- 
ment held out, to all who wished to build ; so that ere long an 
elegant city and a numerous population surrounded the royal 
residence. In 1681 the Court removed thither from 8t Germain ; 
Hiiice that time the works have been in continual progress, 
euch successive monarch adding something to improve his splendid 
inheritance on his accession to the throne. In 1798, with the 
vandalism, which disgraced the age, its furniture of the richest 
quality was sent to market Its invaluable paintings, together 
witli «'very thing else that was moveable, shared the same fiite. 

Nap<>Ieon*s influence alooe saved the entire rojal property from 
the hammer of the auctioneer •» ioU lo iuii. The estimated eoti 
of t^n million dollars, for its restoration, was the only hinderaaee 
to lii^ residing here. Louis XVIII. limited hb expenses to one 
milli(»n and twenty thousand dolkrs, which were laid out prinei- 
pally in repairs. Charles X., in the contracted spirit of his reigB» 
did m >tliing. Louis Philippe has given to the place a destination. 
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*' Time had produced its revolution in ofMnions, and YersaiUeB 
could not longer exist under the conditions of the monarchy of 
Louis XIV. — it could no longer be the abode of a populatkm of 
courtiers, or the Olympus of a monarch. To become the con- 
centration of all the illustrious of France, to collect the inherit- 
ance of all her glories, and, without being despoiled of the tjpe 
of grandeur now passed away, to be clothed with other grandeiir 
new and national, was a destiny not less splendid and august, than 
that at first assigned it/' Louis Philippe has done this with 
equal felicity in design, and promptitude of execution. He bat 
eflfaced the disfigurements of time ; restored the grand concep- 
tions of its great originator ; reproduced the painted ceilings and 
gildings, formed new saloons and galleries ; improved and har- 
monized the whole, and finally embellished it with an immfliMi^ 
collection of paintings and sculptures, which illustrate eveiy period 
and, event that have reflected lustre on the French name. Three 
million dollars have already been expended, and the disburaementa 
are still going on. The Royal Family no longer make their abode 
in the palace, now converted into one vast museum, but the Tri- 
anon, originally a dependency merely, now receives the King and 
his interesting household into its quiet retreat. 

On approaching from the railway d^pdt, two enormous build- 
ings appear immediately in front of the palace, the size of which, 
as well as their somewhat aristocratic air, distinguish them aa 
residences of nobility. Great then is the astonishment on learn- 
ing that they are merely stables, though at present vacant. 
They supply accommodation for a thousand horses. The great 
court- yard of the palace is adorned with sixteen colossal statnea 
of the ministers, generals and great men of the country, exqui- 
sitely chiseled in white marble ; and, in their centre, an excellent 
equestrian statue in bronze of Louis XIV, of gigantic dimensiona. 
I noticed several good-sized men engaged in some cleansing ope- 
ration, standing under the horse with their hats in their handa. 
On the wings of the structure is an inscription which announcea 
the present destination of the palace, A toutes lbs OLOxaia nn 
LA Frakcb. The views of the palace from the town, and aho 
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great author, represented on the stage, is wrought up to such a 
delirium of feeling, as to pass over with slight notice Uie beauties 
of description, the nice shades of expression and the poetkal 
imagery, so one is equally transported on witnessing similar 
scenes start out before him on the canvas — ^the breathing lip, tha 
eloquent eye, and the countenance dissolved in grief, as por- 
trayed by the hand of the great master. Never before did I feel 
the real power of the pencil, never had I, till now, acknow- 
ledged in my soul the mighty intellect of the man, who was the 
foim et origo of wonderful imaginations, like some of these. 

But my object is description ; and first of the historical 
pictures, which are principally representations of the great bat- 
tles, in which France has acquired imfading renown, and which 
illustrate her prowess from the earliest period. Passing by the 
old paintings, which treat of events in the earlier periods of the 
national annals — the times of Charlemagne, the Crusades, of the 
Louises XIV, XV, XVI, — we come to an epoch, more interesting 
at present to most persons, as the events have occurred in the 
presence, as it were, of many now alive, and are fresh in the 
minds of all ; the time of the great Napoleon. Here are vivid 
pictures of the principal battles where he triumphed. Wagram, 
Austerlitz, Marengo, and Moscow, are exhibited with a power 
and faithfulness, which, while they chill the blood at the sight of 
80 much suffering and carnage, exalt the consummate general 
who achieved them, and stands out the most conspicuous object 
in the groups. The effect of these paintings is wonderful. In 
the great city, almost everything is stamped with his genius ; his 
comprehensive intellect, surveying all thmgs with a glance, is 
there seen to penetrate into the depths of futurity. The voice of 
that city is full of the praise of the soldier and the sage. The grey- 
haired veteran limps about on crutches, with both arms gone, 
yet, having his hat attached to an iron hook on a wooden arm, 
waves it about his head, and with feeble shouts hails the mem- 
ory of the departed hero. Full of these emotions, I enter these 
halls, and am still surrounded by the same master spirit. I con- 
template those fields of his and the nation's glory, fight over 
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ogoin iboee balUes, already cDgraven on my iioul by the pra of 
the hisioric muse, and, anconsciouKly to mysolf, a feeling of 
bstred creeps gradually OTer my heart UiwttPiI that nntton, who, 
profilbg by on accident, brutally triumphed ovtrr the ^ivntest 
mind thnt ever lived, and insulted and cnalared the man, whom 
they still feaml, but could not humble nor subdue. I oin, I do 
feel deeply for th<; F'rwich ; my hr-nrt gi>c» with then), and I can 
Bympatliiic with that party, who arc disgusted with the peaceful 
Aims of ihe present ruler, and desire nnc« more to ■tnnd in the unmi- 
nent deadly brrvch, Sigiun to Rtrike for France, to G^ht once more, 
tliDDgli but with the memory ef Napoleon for a leader. I dofy 
ibe ^atest advocate of peace that lires, bi look upon lhe«< 
paintiogK calmly : to view with cool campo«ure the brown coat> 
the cooked hat, tho white honic, the ealm featoros of the man of 
destiny, who aubduod all^ven himself and his own feeling*,— 
for ambition — for glory— for Francd. Had I liTcd in thoto t*m- 
pesluuus times, my heart tells me, how easily I could hava 
nhoulderrd the mnsket, and druwn the trigger, under the awpi- 
ceil of that glorious commander. Were 1 now en|{afred in 
Hctunlly doing whtit has now un edislenee only in the fancy, my 
heart cuuld not beat more tumultuously, than it does at thin mo- 
nient. while recalling whHt I have iteeo, and recuunting nn oR- 
repented tale. If this is human nature, how long will it be be- 
fciri! the epoi-b shall arrive, when our swords shall bo beat into 
|iermani-nt ploughshares, and our spears into laating pruning- 

hotAa, and men ahull Iefitd wmr do more ? 

These pieiurea are not to be enumerated by fives and tens, tat 
by fifties and hundreds ; many are of the nie of life, where «Mb 
face is a portnut, and each acti<» repreM>nl«d, a real event, b 
some, every rv i* turned upon Ihe genera] ; b i-tLers, the pOtT 
sufferer lies murially wounded near him, and, ■« the lut life dropii 
oonng from hii vnon. with his hUest ktrvngth and dTint; brentk, te 
hails the pr«-"T"c of hi* fteiiTnl. liifj. iwrvBim Tti.- r.T.im fraa 
Elba, the parting from the troopa Kt FootainUcAii. the prBwaU 
tion of the enm of the Logioa of Booor to a Bnwim ohbj, 
distinguished as th« biSTMt in tb« tmj, and WMaj other aomm 
II 
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of his eTentful life, haye employed the pencils of the greatest 
sitists of France, how well, I haye attempted to express, not bjr 
critical analysis, but by a simple account of their influence orer 
an unprejudiced beholder. 

To ayoid the prolixity of my last two communications, I will 
defer what I haye further to say of these pictures to the next 
letter^ 
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BoiQDiT Dii Bium n'Aro 

Leaving tbe r&ga of Napoleon, w« oone to that of Lods 
XVIII. One or two picturea reprcvent bit flight from tbe Toil- 
leries, and serre only to exhibit bia portnit and hia tat dampf 
figure. Charles X. Bucceeds. Few incideiita ocoonwl in his ihort 
BWQ}-, though much too long for the good of bia eountrj. Fu- 
tures of hia reriewing the troops in the Champ de Han are the 
principal, and poaaeaa but little inlereat In addition to hia owb 
portrait, that of Looia Phihppe, aa lieutenant Oenonl, appeaia In 
them. Next follow the nnmerona paintings ecHnmamoratiBg 
raoBt of the political ocenrTeneea in the oheqiwrad mntr of tb* 
present sovereign. We aee him, the favorite of the pec^Ie, lenr- 
ing his residence in the Paki* Rojal on honebaek to go to tba . 
lloit'l de Ville ; while the honors of the three daja of 18S0 an 
showered along bts path. The excited ptqndaoe, with anna ■ 
their hands, surronnd him, bnt not with hoatile intent; for bate 
are waved, and the nrj walla qntw with their ebeen. Agita 
the deputies by delegation annomtoe to htm tbe boDor tbe eo^ 
try had conferred npoo him. Hie (amilj are aroond him, and 
pHfticipale in tbe thrilling erent "nie portnita of I^lajettOb 
Soult, and many otbera, are atiihmg. A amilar aeene ia preaant- 
ed by a depuUtion from tbe Chamber of Peen. In aatrtber b« 
refuses tbe crown of Belgium oflerad to hia aon. nw number 
183 
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of such representations is very great. Few preceding kings hare 
had so many incidents in their reigns illustrated hy the penciL 
It is exceedingly interesting to look upon the portraits of all the 
kings from Pharamond to the present day, the Grand Admirals 
— among whom those of the discoverers, the imfortunate La 
Perouse and others, are particularly deserving of attention — the 
Constables, Marshals, and great Warriors and distinguished m^i 
of France. Beside these, there are coins and medals, which il- 
lustrate the different ages. Many of these are marked with 
much rudeness of execution, and exhibit such distortion of faces, 
that one cannot entertain a very favorable opinion of the vaunted 
beauty of the originals. They are interesting too for the variety 
of styles displayed in their costume. One, celebrating the court 
of some queen and the company dancing, arrayed in hoops and 
high heeled shoes, was especially ludicrous. 

The busts and statues are very numerous ; some in plaster, but 
very many in marble ; among the most observable of which an 
Richelieu, Mazarin, the brave Gaston de Foix and Bayard, the 
ever-venerated Fenelon, Blanche of Navarre, and the beautinl 
statue of one of the most remarkable heroines, that we have anj 
knowledge of, the famous Joan d'Arc — ^the work of the Princess 
Marie, deceased daughter of Louis Philippe. In giving some ac- 
ooimt of the chapel of St. Ferdinand, in a former letter, I men- 
tioned a beautiful angel, also the work of the same talented Duch- 
ess of Wirtemberg. To this succeeds the Hall, where are some 
very large pictures, representing still later events than any yel 
mentioned, in which figure the different sons of the king. The 
siege and capture of Constantine shows the Due d^Orleans and a 
younger brother ; while, near it, is a sea-fight to the glory of 
Prince de Joinville. These paintings are all by Horace Vemet, 
the great painter of the present day, and are gems of art The 
sea-scene is exceedingly fine. The light shines through the sail, 
and the splinters in the ship^s side, which a cannon ball had 
struck, are nature itself. A lurge picture now in the exhibitioD 
of the works of modem artists in the Louvre, which, I believe^ I 
have heretofore alluded to, will shortly be placed here. It b 
saying mnch to affirm, that it is worthy of the immense spucey 
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which it will occnpj. Mbd j other jtoAm of thk grmt miilw ■■• 
in various gallerie* of this pakM. 

An interesting purr tif iIk' hiiilrling in thi Chapi-l, whirh hu 
lately been reatored Ki nil the t<['k-uiIor fdr which it wan remaik- 
ahle in the age of I.nuia XIV. Whntcvwr elM (Kw owiml^vd 
monatvh did, or omitted ,^-nnd none <'Oinpr«h«nd hin quaDtum of 
merit more accurately thjm many of hi« fiiuntrymi'n — bo reaam- 
bled many a solemn Araericnn in h puDotilloua attendance at c.hnrdi. 
He went daily to mHu, hut nnt (-onti-nt with u-curin); hi> own «Kt< 
ration, he required KIh cDurticrs to boar him company. Qwim 
prnpe ad pielaUm tint pUlale. On tht> portion <if the palaoa 
extraordinary taate mid ;;nindcur are laviahcd. The paTemeotia 
of the richest marbleit. nruuj^'lit into Miwuo, and the wall* and 
eeOing. supported by a supcrh arehitrnm luid ooruicp nbor* lofty 
Corinthian columns, an- miLunillceuLly pninled by tht- dintiii^uiiihed 
A. Coypel, Lafosse nnd .hmvrnitt. Bbitiim, liaaaia-rrUcrti* and 
pictures are not wauling' <<> cumjilet*' ibe ^miture of this ex- 
quisite apartment. 

The Opera Room is secluded from th« ptlbBe n«w, bat OS pm- 
sentntion of the talismanlc tieiet, 

" . It op«u wide 

111 gTwpt«ai«Bt gala*, hai»i>iilum MBad, 
On goldan hiaga* taraiDg," 
nnd the beauty and lustre, which then brwk In apoa yoo, wd 
repny the trouble reqniitte to obtMn It Ths immiiiiiiiIii m* 
rrimium and gold, accorapairfed with a pnfttiioa of nfaran toA 
chnndi-lieni. The first gnutd r«piM«nbUioa hVM wa* givM la 
honor nf the marriage of Louis XVI., and the bst am th« tM»- 
gurntion of the Htstorical Mtiaean, tbo iTtliof May, IM?. Ob 
the fir't of these oecaaons, H was nimniiwtad with tea thoaMad 
wni rHndli-s. Now gas ia intro daced. Tbo azpenaea of a Qiaad 
Opcm, given at this plaeo, an not IcM tliaa twanty tittmrnmi 
dullnn.. 

Amoni; the nohle apartmenta which are denontad with ngal 

>-]>l>-n(l<ir, IN the king's, with ita marblea, rich ffU^, and paatad 

I >itin:.'s ; tho unii-n's, less riehir, but not W 

11' 
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lished with white and gold ; but the Qrand Gallery of Qhm 
excels them all, and is one of the most magnificent rooms in the 
universe. It is two hundred and forty-two feet in length, thirty- 
fiye feet wide, and forty-three feet high. As its name impliet, it 
possesses numerous mirrors, one entire side being wholly filled by 
them, set in arcades, which reflect the light let in through soTea- 
teen immense windows opposite. Between the arcades and the 
windows are sixty composite pilasters of red marble, having \mam 
and capitals of gilt bronze, and the entrances are adorned with 
similar columns. The ceiling is vaulted, and painted by Le 
Brun with allegorical representations of the leading events m 
the career of Louis XIV. In the sleeping apartment of that 
king is the famous ** Titans ** of Paul Veronese, which 
brought from Italy by Napoleon, and now ornaments the 
Here, also, is the richly decorated bed on which Louis XIV. 
breathed his last, The coverlet and curtains are satin, w(MiMd 
with superb embroidery by the ladies of St. Cyr. In the private 
apartments are some evidences of the mechanical talents of Lonia 
XYL, such as a long brass meridian line running across the fLoar, 
placed there by that king himself. The locks still upon the 
doors are of royal workmanship. 

Here I shall conclude this running sketch of the exterior and 
interior of this celebrated and wonderful palace ; one that never 
has been equalled in ages past, and is not likely to have a par- 
allel for centuries to come. This prediction is based on the alter- 
ed character of the times. Kings have so often been made and 
immade within the last half century, general information and the 
spirit of liberty have been so widely di£Fused, that generations on 
generations must rise and fade away, and some unforeseen revul- 
sion of the social state, or eclipse of learning intervene, before 
any people will ever again suffer so vast an expenditure of puUio 
money to be wrung from their own starving industry, merely to 
gratify the whim, or promote the aggrandisement of one, who» 
if called King, is no longer the sacred vicegerent of heaven 
which he pretended to be at former periods. Affiavit Deus, ei 
dimpantur. 8till the future is unfathomable. The taste of 
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fnturo Roman tnnpcror majr nttompt a ■imttiir work of aplendld 
«xtravAgaoc«. His power ii dMpotic enough, and his »ubj«cts 
•iiffinii-nlly pnslaitid aitd i^nnmnl. 

But an aceounl. »k«(«h though it bo, which •houtd utop with 
» di!Krriptjon of Ihf pnlace, would transfer « very impetfwM im- 
pmwin indrwl of Ihia vxtnuirdinury iipot. it would br painting 
ihf hi3u) of Veouit only, for^tting fttl th« Other uoapprtMokaU* 
bcAutio* o( th<> goijdm n( bwkaty. Th« gard«i», parki ud 
fuQUiaJiu of Vt-ntuIlM «qu&Uy deaerve the best efforU OT the po^ 
cil Mid prn, A* woll fram thr inuiMtiiM mma, tbat hay« baiB 
unsparingly laniih«d on thoir roiutniclJon. lu for tbt^ wulptond 
br*uti(w. which iu« otptj whrn-. •catt*ivd around. 'Ilio fouDtjiin> 
are niuong thi' moit t«Icbnti^ artificial water- works id the world, 
und tuv TMldd by t-rcry »IrKn({rr, who omM to th? mitropoluk 
Frum iho palace, following Iht^ grt^t avi-nue on the terraee, i« the 
ParUrrt d'eau, which eonUini two obloi^ baaiBl, on whoM bcir> 
ders are twenty-four groups in bronie, dght Bympha, elghl 
groups of children, nnd the four principal mtn of Fiuoe, with 
their tributaries. A jft tTian, in the form of a bukel, )i in Ac- 
centre of each. At both eoda of the twnee are foimlaiDa with 
bronze animals, the water gashing from tbetr open montba. D*^ 
Bcending from the l«rr*ce, on the south side td the palaoe, iftar 
pntwitiff over a hundred marUe steps, and more, we cone to tiM' 
Onrni/frie. This is simply intended for the praMmtioB of Iht- 
oranges and pomegrwiMee dnring winter. One of Umm orang* 
tri-e* the antiquarian will new with gusto, ae it baa Mvad ant 
flourished in its v^etable kingdom, wlule dyaaatiea and gu i w K- 
mrniH of men have riaen and oramUed repeatedly aromid it, tat 
in its very presence, lite pedigree at thia Tea m able patrianh ta 
not completely known, but its seed was sown in 14tl — befora th* 
(iixcoiery of Ameriea ; — it has proapered dniing twain minMi, 
and is ntill in good health and the enjoyment of a green old agti 
It is (Milled the Ontiid Bourhm, from iu being part of the iimli 
cHl4-d property of the ConstaUe de Bovrbon. Thk b the legand. 
but I cnnnot slop to ioTestigat« its foundation, and If I ooold, kjm 
n'm rant /xu fa chandtlU. " I nay the tale aa it waa said to me." 

Whut aa inestimable priril^ b thb I A b 
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open to the pent up resident of the city, who, tired by labor mU 
the week, and heated by the intolerable rays of a many times 
reflected sun, can hither resort, and lie in the shade of the green 
trees on the soft sward, and listen to the sweet melody of sylvan 
songsters, and the rippling of the water-falls. Or, if he pl ea s e s ^ 
he may enter the beautiful palace, and stroll from one elegant 
object to another, and drink deep draughts of rapture at the 
sight of master- pieces of painting and sculpture. When the 
United States have a king, they may expect to have picture 
galleries and public gardens. Till the advent of such a person- 
age, or his " counterfeit presentment'' in a Pericles or a MediciSy 
greedy of gold, and avaricious of every spot of ground, where a 
blade of grass can grow, or tulip bulb be planted, they will 
speculate on the possibility of making a carrot or a cabbage 
usurp its place. The elegant must give way to the useful — ^utile 
sine dulci — and the reins of fancy are held in check by the rough 
hands of the money-getter. Is it a wonder that the old world 
produces the poets, the painters, the sculptors and artists of all 
kinds, when schools, such as these, are always open, free as air^ 
to every comer ? These halls during week days are filled with 
painters, who have come to study and copy the striking beauties 
of the great masters. So it is in every large gallery of pictures 
in the realm, and there are very many of them. In the United 
States, the government can boast of owning some half a doaen 
paintings, which have been thriftily hawked about the country 
for exhibition at twenty-five cents a head. In France, besides 
the opportimities thus afforded for study, there b a pubhc school 
held in the palace of fine arts, where the best one hundred of the 
competitors are every six months received for gratuitous instruc- 
tion ; two-thirds in painting, the rest in sculpture. The competi- 
tors number about five hundred. Every year the best three 
scholars are sent to Rome at the government's expense, to studj 
among the chef-cToguvres of the world. Thus France is the 
vigilant foster-mother of genius ; so the United States should 
be ; but on the contrary, she not only neglects the instructicm^ 
but withholds the rewards of genius. Even when an artist has 
shed lustre by his talents on his native land, he is left to stanre 
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for want of employment. If by a titnnge accklent the gov- 
emment hnppon U order a work of art, with ■kiiitltnt niOAnnns 
it cuts doim iHe price — to lavish it on n partizui cootractoi^^lOl 
its encouragement becomes on igou fntuux. VTitnc** the last 
work of Oroenough. And Power, the ^fted Power, »hall be not 
2nd work in his o<m bwd ? Mu>t gcnitu cxpalriutc itM:lf to find 
brand ? I c«U on you, Preudent Polk, lo attend to tbb. la- 
Ktuad of deopicablc live office boggun, let the court.yiird of the 
Capilol be filled «ilb the Btotucs of the dewd signer* of tb« iiD- 
RKirtiil Declantkin. Nut willi pultry btutM, but bid llie grcatcat 
of our own land to rival on« another in the perpetuation of t^ 
lineumi'nta of the gnuit men of our oonuuou uiuntry. Da tbu. 
and hopti to receive the honor of n atatue yourself — twin glory 
with till? Inurel tunong tlw Anuiunta In the next cullt.'ctwn — tJiat 
of til" Prfiiident* of AmericA. 'I'be National Uullcry of Painting 
tuid 8Lulpturt- 1 Where it Ut L«t not a future gt^uersliou re 
{>eitt iliii [lirmond. Let a commune rmcnt be mode now, if only 
vtitli im I'ngraving and a plaaler bust. Let every StAW pay 
Uietie pun.- honors to her great men. Warren, Iluioock, Adamt, 
and many nthvrs thauld stand before the Capitol nl Botioa. 
L(!t New York aurround her C'ily Hall with tliv images of Uamtl- 
ton, Fulton. Clinton, and ■imihu' worthifs; and Jersey ilJuminnta 
the height* of Trraton with tbo»e of her Stocktons and ber 
illoKtriouii mUitar^ hcr<KiL Which of tlie old Tliirlt-en rjuinob 
claim numbers deserving this high reward ? And the new Slates, 
if unr of thi-m cannot yet point to tliuir gr«at men. bav« tbu 
aame bliKx] running in thvir vrins, and will moo create ihcm. 

'I'hr fuuntuinn, wliieh have l>e«u running and shooting up their 
Kpniy and ftjanung bubbles, have now ratimdMl. Uy [>m too ia 
Btill ; its airy arcbileetnra hM mwhcd. sad nothtng mnaiaa, hU 
hopes, strong antkipatioai — He tbej bwe l MiT— hb< lh« Alba* 
nrtisU and glmy of AaeiiBL 
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Grand Trianon — Little Trianon — Privatb Apartmkvts— Frivca 
Gardens — Cooper, the Pioneer American Novelist — Frbsdom op 
THE Press. 

£yEN from my inadequate description of the royal reaidenoe aft 
Yersailles, a person might be ready to imagine, that little cofuld 
be added to increase the magnificence of the condition of kingi; 
and that any other buildings and gardens, placed near thu mini* 
cle of art, would not only be superfluous, but wantibg in judg- 
ment and taste. Though these might be rich and elegant in 
themselves, that a direct comparison must necessarily be the re- 
sult, and everything else less imperial, must become dim, if not 
entirely lost, in the shadow of the mighty palace. Such is the 
first impression ; yet, when that person comes to see the 
Grand Trianon, and the Little Trianon, his opinion will be en- 
tirely changed. The difference in the architecture, and the 
whole external appearance, render comparison as impossible, m 
one between a ship of the line and a pleasure yacht. The Trianone 
do not enter into competition with their proud neighbor. Tliey 
have no extended court-yard, adorned with colossal statuary, no 
towering walls and pointed turrets, no gaudy Corinthian pillam, nor 
lofty balconies, which so strongly characterize the majesty of the 
larger structure ; but, simple, modest, and unassuming, the 
Grand Trianon bears away, without the least arrogance, the 
palm of beauty. 

The Grand Trianon was built by Louis XIV. for Madame 
de Maintenon. It is in the Italian style, and of a single stoiy in 
height. At the extremity of the Park of Versailles, its situation 
is retired and enchanting. It consists of two wings united by a 
gallery, pierced with arcades and fronted with magnificent Ionic 
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columns, and couplt^d piWlvn in Lao^uedoc marble. The grand 
palace, M aln>adf obseirrd, is no longer the abode of the royal 
lino, having yielded that houur to this less irapoaiii^ 'nil ding, 
which poseesscB n simple beauty chiirniing to every nyi-, Lotua 
XIV., XV., and XV 1. were fond of retiring hither from the pomp 
and boBtle which oppreeaed them at the mora lordly maiwion. 
Napoleon spent much of hia time hrrv, mid, to faciUl£l« liis ap- 
proach, coniitnicled a direct rood from the palace of St. Cloud, 
hi« sliU more favorite habitKtion. It tit now occupied by Loida 
Philippe for some month* crery antumn. In thu left wing are 
thn Hpartmt^nta of the Queen, tliiHiu b thu right belong to the 
King. The Orand Gallery, ono hundrvd and Hxty fr«t long, ia 
Gllrd with objecU of art. Among them are »ome executed bf 
royalty, atatooa and other norlu. " Hero," says the guidi;, " th« 
King dremici." Cataracto, earthquakes, and eTen the deluge it- 
self have been converted into muvic, why then Hhoutd not a din- 
ner be ? And it ia : — for, " hnnr," continui'ji the guide, in a little 
anteroom, " are placed the band, who play while he eats." This 
ia the Inst refinement of cookery, and must prorc, it it not 
doubted, a ■ubatanttal ht'lp to royal moatication, and eunlribule 
rvry much U) keep the kingly organ of digestion in proper tune. 
At any mt«. it must effectually drown conviMvaUon, and ta 
lc«re grejil^r leBure to play with the knife and fork,— 
■* Here lh«ir majestiei aleep," pdnting to « bedMttld. M 
orerlnid with gold, that tiie wood eooU nowbcra bo Men. Th* 
hangings are of oHmeoo Mtin, codffoidered with gM, tui bordtf' 
ed with a fringe of gold l««o. The eoreriet is white satui dan- ■ 
ask. The bed. like thoae of iD the rajal family, conaisU of 
but one miutreea, which fact mm peitieakiy remarked by Um 
guide, prnbably to show the baiddiipi aodued bf fOpMj. lUi 
is not so shocking ae the floon; ■wUA do tmlOy eaam lo Im )»•' 
eomforutble. They are nnOHT lo Uwn b eD Ibe pelMM, oob^ 
structed of oak, and waxed. The private hed-chamber* and httk 
nuimi arv all finishod in thh mawier. 1 harp not »r*n e myat 
on any rt>om. with but a angle exeeptioo. b the royal palaoM, 
1 wondfr if kings and queens hnri- mU ftri, like oidinaiy hnmad- 
ty. The tittle prince end priaoeaeM of EngUuid ware uid — h 
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might be a scandalous rumor — ^to have had the whoopmg-oongii 
last spring. ** This," quoth the guide, again, " is the bed* 
chamber of the princess, this of the maids of honor, and this of 
the valet," et cetera. 

The little Trianon b a two story edifice, seventy-two feet squara^ 
with four fluted Corinthian columns in front. It is situated at a 
little distance from the Grand Trianon, and is at present occupiad 
by the mother of the Count de Paris. The Empress Maiie 
Louise formerly resided here, and the bed room remains jml at 
she left it. It is hung with blue silk, and the bed with a drapafj 
of muslin and gold. The whole interior without having anythmg 
remarkable, is light and pleasing. The garden is laid out m 
SInglish style, and is particularly fine. A garden in France would 
scarcely pass for one in America. It is not necessarily filled with 
flowers. Indeed, it is far more often a portion of land, divided 
by box-fringed walks into regular compartments, with here aad 
there a few flowers. The trees which shade it are cut and tnst- 
med, till they assume a square, precise, and quaker-like appear* 
ance, which is far from pleasing. The main difference between a 
French garden, and one a VAnglaUe is, that in the latter the taQ* 
oring is carried on to a less extent, and consequently the treea 
have more the look of nature. The beds, too, have not the reg- 
ular square and diamond form, which characterizes the formwr. 
As far as relates to flowers, there is but Uttle difference. I fear, 
if you should attempt to cut a sizeable bouquet from either, thai 
they would be missed, and, as happened in another garden, tome 
time ago, when Eve plucked the forbidden apple, they 

" Would feel the wound, and show forth signs of woe 
That all was lost.'' 

In one part, on the banks of a piece of water, is the " SwIm 
Village." These pecuharly shaped houses, with their thatched 
roofs, were erected by Marie Antoinette. They have a charm- 
ing picturesque effect, surrounded and enclosed as they are com- 
pletely, with verdant foliage. They ser>e for the residence of 
domestics. A short distance from the Trinnon itself is the temple 
d" Amour, situated on an island, and built of white marble. It is 
Bimply a roof upheld by numerous pillars. The floor is teaselat- 
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«d marble. In the oentre, tm a pedeiUI, ii & beurtiful itatiie ol 
th« irilf god. 

Hera loTon may renrt, and tmsflM tmimt ifglM 
BeoMth the cold p«le moon ud dMt ifciM i 
Whila wMilon Mpbyn pl^ opo* lb* Ifiw 
ThoM Ibreel hsrpii of woad'ront tunnanioa — 
Wild atniu, iImi bsUiu iln' muI id KdiuiM. 
Bat I am Btraying froDi nir pnth. Is it stnuigr ? Kin^s and 
nobles have done m befur.- me. 

While deacriUng the pioturw in thcw pdncvs, I sm rpminded 
of aome fine eiigTaTiii},'^, that I have lately !i«ua. Tbcy are 
recently executed, and nrc^ illustnitioiu of pDrdom of the worka 
of Cooper. Among theiu is the acene, where L«uth«'ratodung 
kills the congar, which nfiiniiea the drstructioa of the two gtrb. 
Another ii taken from tlie Lut of the Mohegiuu. when; the In* 
dians are retreating iiio the cnve. wncw«Ied im|wrfeclly by 
branchcti of trees. The calliini officer is »buiding nrndy to defend 
the two trembling girls Ix-hind him. It i« not on aetount of the 
extraordinary beauty of ihesi* cii(fr«rviiig« that I mmti'in ihem. 
BO much aa for the sab- of the author of the works from which 
these scenes are borrowi-J Thin man. whose writingn, tnmslated 
into every tongue of Europp, »hpd lustre on bin counlry, pntisi'd 
as he is, and respected Hliniud. in ubiued and prnkrcutcd in his 
own native land with a i-jruli^ncr nimoot without a pandlel. The 
family of a great man, though partial enough in many reajK«t«, 
arc not the fiiat to diiroTiv, nod pay tritmontinary defcrenee 
to bis merits. "Hie housekeeper of the emineal maihemKtieinn, 
D'Alerabcrt, dnriog the whnlc forty yejir» they lirprf tn^ether, 
saw nothing but poor St. .lohn 1e Kond. the foondliiig, in the man 
who was all that time maUng Europe reaooBd with fail name. 
And the United State*, ever ready to pay a kmd (tf «J««tfl 
homage to foreign blood and atampa and u&primatara, hafa 
been slow to perceive the exeefleaee of anjthhig of dnmnaliu 

" Slow rina wc«th bj «*U nyM opprMMd." 

With regard to Cooper, the wrong b infliotad not by paUe 

opinion, but private animoaity. "Dm lieentaoiuaeaa (rf the Ameri- 
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can press b assuredly a very different thing from what our 
fathers sought. They never contended for the freedom of blaek- 
ening the fair fame of private individuals, and had not the re- 
motest intention of transforming a telegraph of public events into 
a tremendous vehicle for the outpouring and diffusion of private 
hatred. Say what they will, Cooper will live as long as letters 
shall survive. His works are grafted into the literature of sU 
nations ; and, till that shall be destroyed, long after the red man, 
driven from hill to valley, and flying before the steps of civQifl^ 
tion, — that is, rum and bloodhotmds, shall have ceased to exist, — 
so long will Cooper be remembered, like Leatherstocking, the 
first to penetrate, and the first to gain a settlement in the unknown 
wilderness of American hterature. 

Something I wished to add on a more entertaining topic, but 
the steam-ship will not wait, and the wanton nerve of a defeotive 
tooth is just now amusing me with its gambols. The poor thing 
is not an unapt emblem of many a man we meet with in tlie 
world, always fretful and disagreeable, often offensive to the 
public taste, and sometimes even outraging private feeling, he is 
yet flattered, coaxed and borne with, merely for the gold which 
he possesses. 
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PKifov 9E§ Jevmem Ditx««»->Rmvi.ti of tmb SouTimT BrtTBH*— DSVOT 

Dl OoilDAHllBfl — PimtOffAL ▲FPBAmAIIOI OP TSI OOMTIOTt— Tu F4CS 
All I»DIZ or GmaRACTSS — BnPLOTllBVTt, PmiTILlOlfy A99 HuitfSM 

OP Tvi PutoiiBRfl— Thb Stiipathiiiiio Tvkwbt. 

Mt last letter concluded with a detcnptioa of flmt priKNi ii 
Paris, called Ifaimm CeiUrale ly JSdmaUim OarrweHamOi, or tiie 
Primm de$ Jnmet Diietmt ; \mi I was mdor the unvumHij of briiy- 
ing it to a close> before anj adequat l e aooomit of this remaiioiblt 
institution could be completed. Thb iln wf dii MHryitnielqre hts 
been mentioned ; its tenants ; their divenioos, and soma of thsir 
employments. In addition to those abeadj aUnded to, I aasr 
specimens of carriiig, la oak and mahogaiqrt eiaevtad bjiha pris- 
oners, of great aleganoe. The canreis are also skilM in des^pL 
This is not acquired b j means of plates or engravings, but bj the 
presentation of the object itself, or a plaster east to the p«|Nl 
for study. As practicid usefulness is the end of all this appMoa- 
tion, their attention b directed priaeipally to the eopjing of oarr* 
ings or casts, repreaenting old wood senlplnre. The pr ocee ds of 
their industry are laid aside, and given them, when they go oni 
that they may not, by the temptations of want, be drawn to tha 
commission of crime to supply themsalTes with the absolute a^ 
cessaries of life. Two small holes in the door enable the penonb 
who has the care of them, to inqieel their proeaedinga with ImB- 
ity : and at the same time fumkh the tenants with the means af 
calling either the teacher or ottesr by phfling k thsm a sasaB 
stick. 

The prisoners no knger go to the ehapel to attend mass, bnl 
are present there by a theological fiction, notwithstanding thaj 
are, during the whole serrioe, personally in their oaDs. The ndna 
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of ibis fiction every one, who is conversant with the frequent oc- 
currence and eflScacy of similar ones in the venerable science of 
the law, wiU be able to appreciate. The ingenuity of the inven- 
tion cannot be too highly esteemed, which is indeed susceptible of 
very extensive application, as it enables the priest to say prayecm 
and preach without any immediate visible audience, who may in 
the meantime stay at home, and receive as much benefit, as if 
they had been physically present. There is little, if any, appear^ 
ance of gloom in the faces of these juvenile offenders. One, who 
had been there four years, told me, " it was very comfortable, 
though sometimes, he regretted, rather sober." " Ah P' says the 
guide, laughing with the young fellow, " they sometimes fret a 
little for the first week after entrance, but soon get accustomed 
to the place.** 

But the principal question is not yet noticed, which is, the effect 
of this mode of treatment compared with its opposite ; and this is 
the agreeable ingredient in this investigation. Notwithstanding 
all the fine reasoning, that has been employed with so much 
power, the nund cannot yet be entirely divested of the first deep 
sentiment of horror, created by the silent cell with its perpetual 
lonely tenant. There is something so dreary and distressing at 
such a sight, and even in the bare imagination of it, that a benev- 
olent man hastens to turn to its results for the purpose of recon- 
ciling himself to such a plan. And if, by the operation of the 
silent system, eighty out of every hundred convicts return to their 
wallowing in the mire, but by the solitary principle, the tables 
are turned, and eighty prisoners out of every hundred are 
redeemed, and ''sin no more," as is the fact, do not such inesti- 
mable consequences compensate for what, I really think, is only 
an apparent inhumanity of the scheme ? Does it not seem almost 
a miracle to restore to the community, ignorant, wretched, desti- 
tute and vicious beings, converted, after a temporary seclusion 
only, into educated and virtuous citizens, having money at their 
disposal, the earnings of their industry, and a trade, which will al- 
most insure them the easy acquisition of more ? When the public 
safety has beon secured, all punishment afterwards degenerates 
into vengeance, and the law, whose single aim should be the 
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public good, becomes a mere Im talumii. But jmMiUia ahoald be 
re^na virtuium, and it ought not to be forgotten, that among 
the hccatombe, which are contmnally offered on her altar» are 
victims for whoee real welfare, at well at that of the state, those 
sacrifices are made. The number here confined la four hundred 
and twelve. 

The spacious structure opponte, is the JMpSt d* CoiidamnUp to 
which all conWcts, sentenced to imprisonment for hard Ubor 
during any considerable length of time, are sent ; those howeTsr 
condemned for any period beyond a year remam there, only till 
they can be transported to the galleys m the runam parte of the 
kingdom. Such also, as are senteneed to death, are kept here, 
till their execution. To these last two pfisona the home-sonnding 
name of The Tomki might be appropriately applied. Their sitoa* 
tiun> too, in close proximity to P^ la Chaise^ woold seem to fisfor 
the nomination. 

This building was erected on the plan <^ If. Oau, in the short 
space of eighteen months, at a cost of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars nearly. It lies in the form of a h<^w quadran^^ 
making the contained court one hundred and eighty feet in length 
by one hundred and fifty feet in breadth. It is thne stories h^gli, 
tlie lower of which is occupied by woikshops, and the upper by 
thi> cells of the prisoners. Each one, on arrival, is immersed in a 
bath, and assumes a suit of gray cloth instead of his own. He 
enjoys the liberty however of wearing such shoes, linen and hat, 
as he wishes, if he can procure them himself. From a number 
of trades, which are constantly prosecuted, one b found which 
he either knows already, or which is thought to be most adapted 
to Ills talents. This he is obliged to pursue, whether it be the 
last, the needle, iron work, or any other erafU If he refuses to 
lal)or. as it sometimes happens, the rebel is introduced into the 
dungeon — the only punishment m us e w here he b lefi to chew 
the (}uid of reflection, sometimes for six or more weeks, on the 
antiphlr>^tic diet of bread and water, till hb reverence for kw 
and onler has ^ot the master of hb contumacy. SubmiMoa to 
w))oleHome authority b almost the only growth, to which the 
dark, damp atmosphere of a dungeon b at all favorable ; but thb 
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is in general quite certain to succeed with the help of the 
mentioned regimen. This cackot, as it is called, is a room abod 
ten feet square, without furniture of any scnrt Its hard oakeB 
and polished floor suffices for chair, bed and table, haTing neither 
straw nor any other substance to mollify its suifaee of flmt for 
the repose of weary bones. A small grated hole in the door, 
some three inches square, is the only aperture for light. 

A most sorry sight are these conyicts, especially as I saw IImoi 
on entering the court, where they were all together, spendii^ their 
hour of recreation in promenading. As confinement here-— witli 
hard labor, and, in many cases for life — is the highest pmndi- 
ment, next to death, pronounced by the law ; I was of oouiie 
surrounded with a very choice coUection of miserable wretchea. 
All persons are aware of the endless variety in human fiteea^ 
though few rarely think of the cause; or perhaps, witkoot 
troubling themselves much about it, carelessly take it for granteiJU 
that they are such as nature gave them. A grievous "»w»^lrft, aa 
it appears to me — ^for I look upon it in a more transeendental 
hght— if it is not heresy to write the word. I deem the face to 
be the window, through which the spark of divinity shinee ent» 
that animates the man. The idiot is senseless, and acoordinglj 
his inexpressive features hang down with gross stupidity, giving 
notice to all, that the ethereal tenant is no longer there. More 
particularly still, a man's character may be very well read in hia 
countenance ; and all the better for its being strongly marked* 
This is vastly preferable to feeling for it, like the phienologislap 
through thick masses of hair lying unequally over the craaiam. 
It is also much more convenient, natural, and usefiiL It might 
with good reason be expected, that men should be endowed with 
the ability to judge in some way of the qualities of one another, 
for self-defence, if for no other reason. Through what avenue 
so natiiral and easy could this important knowledge be trana- 
mitted, as that of sight, the channel of so large a proportion of 
our other information ? But if the precious intelligence must be 
derived— -or not at all — by first making oneself master of anotiier 
man's caput, how obviously may the revelation be withheld bj 
merely defending the citadel from capture. In that case* tba 
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cxoellent direction in the cook-bogk for boiling a torbot, ■■ h 
fdat, " fint catch the fiih I" On the oontnry, if we hnve mtti 

in OUT inlerconiM vith the world to know the rad ehanoten el 
thoee we meet, it ii philo«>phio«l to infer, tlwt the meeae afloid- 
ed u to obtain Ihc inforaiuli'iu will hv Hiin\aaiv u> lliul eud. 
They muat therefore h« iwc-puUr U rupid iippllcfitjoii, becHUno 
the occaaknu for tlivir uw- are huiIUiu. unL'i[Mcl«(!. and often 
trensitory. They will n<-iih<-r iidmil dcby. nor nubioit bi nuk- 
cluDeiy, which wuuJd bt' i\vu\.v sn niuch out of place, lu » BUte> 
and book of aiitbnii'iio ii> help ciik-'h TCckoning in tfac market. 

Bnt the muacl('« of thu fact>. we know, are common to all, and 
give it ita expre.^^io^. Every man po<a<»sing Mmitur mtuwlea 
can expreaa the tmrn^ emotions, though nature Beeins in many 
inetancea to baTi^ been in a merry humor, when abe pnt 
together some feature* thnl I wot of. Thran miiT bo »o fre- 
quently called into Hctton by pnrticuiar pasuons and emoljona, an 
finally to stiffen into their pvmuuionl exprrauoR, like tlus corporal 
memben of a Huidoo devotee. The cunning roguo and daring 
cut-tbroat cannot h^'lp banging out upon thdr frunta infaUlUft 
aignala of what thi-y ar« ; but yet thuy try to wear a maak, a* 
natural aa poaaibl--, to render that nqnivocal at leattt, which tbef 
cannot entirely cou<.'(.-ul. Under lbi>«e dubious colors mullitudot 
in all the profeauona and orafti of life eootiatie to mU aloag tW 
stream, better in the fog than in the broad siB-l^ht: tbik 
actions contradicting their pretenHOoa ; and both beMng thiir 
real characters and deceiving tlieir pAtiaata, their flook, and their 
clients. Uut such "wolvee in sheepakina" are sot oAea wjr 
dangerous beyond a limited goQihle draaBdcfaaee ; they tgm 
"known and read of aU men" in the mrid Ptrnda of tlwt- 
charmcd circle. We eee in the wild Iiirtiaa, who b miiiiMilnw 
inated by hi* fatal •coorge— the wlute «aa MBemuToeal tnili 
of his real dispoaitian playing on his copper eovatenaDca. 

The intention of this digreeMoo is to add a feetme or tvn to 
the pit-lure of the vicious men, who throi^ed araoMl as is Dm 
court, in number aboia five hvDdred. Hare wva hoMehreafco^ 
burglars, murderers, ssas sains, speeimesia in abort «t vnrf shad* 
of crime, that darkens the face of aode^. While the j^ Ml 
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me alone to search for a key, I amused myself witii the 
able reflection, that if one of these miscreants should happea to 
desire the diversion of striking me on the head, m* stabbing ae 
to the heart, what was there to restrain him from such aa mdsi- 
gence ? Not fear certainly, if some people may be beliewd^ 
whose humanity to the convict is cruelty to the victim ; for he m 
now condemned to the worst species and highest grade of pvnUi- 
ment, in their opinion, within the rightful power of man to ■ 
—exclusion for life. I could read robber and cut^roat 
ed on the countenances of nearly all, as they passed me 
scowls of anger or hatred, because I was free, and thej 
selves were irrevocably chained. 

In the middle of the court was a fountain, where ih&f 
permitted to wash themselves ; and on one side a shop, where aoj, 
who had money, might buy better food, more comfortable 
than the heavy wooden sabots given them by government, 
even wine to drink; but this is a limited quantity per diam. 
This money is the donation of friends aUowed to visit them m 
the parloir, and bring with them such things as are not deemed 
injurious. The bread thus given is always cut up and thoroii|^* 
ly examined, to see if it is really what it seems, lest any inslni- 
ment be introduced with it to facilitate escape— an event here 
entirely imknown. 

The lower story is divided into several shops, where work of 
various sorts is done ; as shoemaking, tailoring, and such like. 
No labor is imposed so arduous as cutting stone, which is, how- 
ever, a very common one in American prisons. One branch of 
industry is particularly applicable to the MattrtM (TBcoU, who 
may chance to find themselves 9cholar$ here, and Uiat is, penmak- 
ing. A quill is cut into a pen, which is then separated from Ike 
stock, and a new pen made as before and cut off, till the quill m 
exhausted. These are nearly in the shape of steel pens, are in- 
tended to be fixed in handles as those are, and are much used by 
book-keepers and others. 

The food is similar to that in other prisons. The rooms are 
large, accommodating often twenty or thirty individuals. Tke 
linen is as clean as can be expected, when used by laboring mea 
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aome tliirty daya. Ail who viah to attend ebanh oa the BA- 
bath, ar« allowed to do w ; bnt f«w, aa joa maj loppoae, anil 
thenuetrea of the piirilege. 

Fighta and quurri'l)! ure imt unfr'^iiucnt nmimg the prinnnere ; 
and eren the oftiirm ocwisicmnlly gvt a blow over the head with 
a wooden labot. The jailor infomit^d nic thut i»ev«nil raurdera 
were committed but n short timp ago. In one case, n man stab- 
bed another with a shoe knife in the aidu, &nd deutU vasued in 
two or three days. He wan taken Ofpiin to court, uid trird ; but, 
it beinif proved that he nriu Gnit attacked, be irns left to work 
ODt his fonner lenience without addition. In another iiulanoe, 
where the aam<^ i-iU-nuiitii>n could not be aUe|^, n term of 
twenty years wij> nxlcndcd for life. 

Priaoaera are cunvtfvfd frtjm hert tu the Navy Yiirdi>, in v»> 
hides Lke onniliiMM-*, lo work "ut Ihfir lirnw, ami, ffutri what I 
bare learnt, tbej bava tboM aaariy tfae aatoa artanpHsaBta m Ik 
tbe prison. To ationlats tbem to man m ~ 
ter part of what they cam ia ginn t» tb« 
the institution haTa thoa the »• 
life : and thoae irtio an eoafaed Cor Ufa, raavra their mgw k 
comrooditiea to amelioraU the bardahipa of thev luaJiliuii, m 
linen, and nmUar oomforfa. Thk prlaoa ia said to aappevt ilaall; 
the labor of the eonncta being snffloient to pay th* Biip«M«i. 

It is here that thoaa ooM de aaad to as&r dwth wfm the giA- 
lotine are placed. I nw oaa ioah tiOiag io m oow^ aepawlaj 
from thereat. On ono aid* of Un waa the gmwd ; oathaothOT 
a jailor, who waa luadiiig to kin a book. Ub aiHa vara plaoid 
in a strait jacket, that he night wt ooamit wiaiJa. The jailsr 
expnmed oonaidenble fedmg in ngwd to Aia ndhidaal, f»- 
marking, that they daam it aa awfal thing to hold a faOow-b^ 
awaiting a certain and igwanuoaa dMthI Ihia ii ton^y >■ 
amiable ihonght, capedaOy eanrfdenig its aamm^ And IhM* h 
not a bit of afleetatton in il, said I to myaalf, in th«*t IW 
philnnthropic jailor further ttdd me, " thttt the Mnviet in fMMJM 
was a very cUttr /Ultm," akhmgh then omlar aoliaat^ ■■ I 
learnt, for blling bia wife ani two cUUhbI 
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The Clinique — ^Nblaton — Midwifert — Paul Dubois — Hospital 
Orphans — Sisters of Charitt — Private Lecturers — Chaiiaioiiac 

CaZEAUX — LONOET ChAILLT BrESCHET LaMARTINE Hit tPSBCM 

ON THE REMOVAL OP NaPOLEON*S BODY — RUMOR OP HIS VISIT TO TBI* 

couNTRT — Manner op treating foreigners of distinction. 

Among the most remarkable of the Paris Hospitak is the 
Clinique, This is divided between two branches, one of suigerf , 
under the care of M. Nelaton, a man of talent as a lectorer^ mad 
an excellent surgeon ; the other of midwifery. It is this latter 
which I call remarkable, but only because it is of a different ohsr- 
acter from anything, that can be found in our own country. It is 
under the care of the most skilful accoucheur in Paris, Paul Du- 
bois. He has taken the responsible place which his father held 
before him, and has proved himself fully competent to fill it 
He is a man of forty-five or fifty years of age, of medium height^ 
and gentlemanly appearance. His mild blue eye is his most 
marked feature, and one that gives an expression of gentleness 
and kindness of heart, which his real character does not belie. 
His voice is soft and pleasing, and all his actions indicate a man 
not ostentatiously proud of a position, which he has attained by 
superior talents — ^a great contrast to the majority of the Paris 
medical men of eminence. In short, he is, to give him the high- 
est compliment that can be paid to any one in his station in 
France, — a gentleman ; and this implies more than wearing 
fine clothes — ^the definition of the word here. He speaks Eng- 
lish with facility, which makes his communications with Ameri- 
cans and English the more agreeable. To strangers he is 
extremely kind and obliging. To me, in an especial manner, he 
has been particularly attentive. Though coming hither a stran- 

202 
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ger, without any lettera or introduction t« Kim, on merely Htndiig, 
that my great obji-et in mitin^ Pum tras to devffUs iny»elf to tbv 
branch, at the hmul of wliicli he was, he immediately inlereated 
himself in my Iti-hiilf, and gnve me every advaolage, which ha 
large inotitution would Hflir>rd._ His gnnt IdndnMa I ahall enr 
. [«membor with the wannvst gntitude. 

It i* in thii buildirif^, mom thiui in nny oth<^r in the oity, that 
the ^rciat difference between tho American and French woman b 
made apparent. Modesty i* ocurcvly known to the women hers. 
They tpMtk of, and do, actions ia public, which the Yankee girl, 
on oatli, would scarcely allow that nhe had ever heard of. For 
tttia reUHon, among othcnt. thv midwifory hoxpiln)* in I'orie mn 
full. All Btiidenw, who bare stodi<^ a saffirient number of 
jeara, are admitted to the lyinf^-in room. Whenever a fcmal* ia 
in labor, a sigiuil tx planed at thn door indicatinj; th« fact. AU. 
who HMi Ihe notice. enb>r. The first comur ia Qie attainrhfar nnder 
the direction of tbs nmAtKAnjtfimmt. AnoidllMMIanaif 
keeps off the molthuda, who oft«o vmAa thf m won, IImw 
Been the room crowded during the jurfowMaw of mA opafMki* 
aa are neceaaary. The patient la Meorand, as tha llbor mknmtm, 
for the benefit of thoae around. How BMf if ihe TCfj lowwt 
classes in the Cnited States would be thw vflSi^ «xpoeeit 
Tet hither quite deoent women are ft eq u eaUy bnugbL At tte 
end of the naua] time after ddivery Che wunn kms die ba^ 
pital. Sometimea slie takea her iiAat wllh her, b«t wmA man 
cNmnonly she learea H. Hie pMAil wegea ihe em fiaifce hf 
her constant labor, do not idBee to Mqtfoct mon tkMt h«Mlt 
and that rery meagrely, with bread Md wtmtr. She baa av 
time to spend therefore in the onn of wm brfbri. Ifcuil ehildMB 
areaenttothe BoipittHm A^^mtt TVom*; IhahMiOyMnpM 
out to nncae, but the weaUj m pntoeled la hag aa MeMmyt 
Women froni the eonntty a|q^ Ul tUa taallMioB for ehfldne Ir 
nurse, and reeeiTe fron focr to eight friwa pv Me tb , li fmt 
portion to the age of the faifoat Tttt annge wuAar reeijrei 
annually at thia eetaUiahment ia ahont four tho — J, lane !■• 
hundred of whom are legjtimato. Thm ■B tta l ly k *«ry (IM^ 
one in three and a third dyng. 
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Connected with this is the Hospital for Orphans, one of ilia 
finest institutions in the city. They are taken, educated in ilia 
common branches, and, at a proper age, apprenticed to dif- 
ferent callings. Here also are received the children of ilia 
poor, who, taken sick, resort to a hospital; during their 
illness their little ones are here protected, to be restored, wliea 
health shall again permit. Both these institutions are under 
the care of those most excellent women, the Sisters of Char- 
ity. I have already spoken of them, but it was then firom 
a slight knowledge of their character. A more thorough 
quaintance with them and their duties has given me new 
to pronounce most decidedly in their favor. Their incessant Tigfl- 
ance and tenderness for the sick and suffering, their utter dive* 
gard of themselves and their own comfort, are worthy of exahed 
praise. They have left all, that the world regards, behind them ; 
they have discarded the forms of dress, and devoted ih^ for- 
tunes, talents, their all, to the care of these unfortunates. The 
world is always loud in the praise of a daughter, who, disregard- 
ing self, watches devotedly at the bedside of a sick mother. But 
these sisters have no ties of blood which draw them to the dying 
pillows of these poor creatures. Their characters arc beyond 
praise, their lives above reproach. The contrast of their black 
robes with the snowy whiteness of their uncouth caps is not more 
striking, than the opposition of their Uves to those of the world 
around them. 'With their beads and cross hanging from one side 
of their waist, and their bunches of keys on the other, they go 
from bed to bed, on their silent errand of mercy, moistening the 
parched hps of one, whispering words of peace to another, al- 
ways calm and composed, ever ready, ever present ; with a 
gentleness that awes the quarrelsome, and persuades the peevish 
and fretful ; asking, looking for nothing from man, and seeking 
only a crown of immortality in a world beyond the grave. A 
memorable confession of their excellence is recorded in the fact, 
that during the horrors of the revolution, which enveloped all 
classes with unsparing impartiality, this society alone remained 
untouclied. The brutal mob acknowledged its celestial agency, 
and bowed with reverence. Napoleon, who swept away the 
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TariouB ntligiotu orders, and broke open the conveata aai nun- 
nmcM, forbore to luy his regeaemtiag hand on thu aloofi. Uad 
the society of Jt-aus been composed of such maUirula. thnj i*DiUd 
biivv be<!n more worthy of the divine name, which tbcy owumed. 
Men wouUl hav<! r*9tpcclcd nnd viTDttrulcd thum. confeawd ths 
junticc of their deei^^tioD, and hulcd thoir oHrr lu ons of 
hnavcnV Ih'kI gititt to nun. Iiuteiul of tbU, thuy are uniron- 
Ally denpiiiod and condcmnrd. ttveti their wir.md pntronymio ii 
turoed iniu a by-word; and Je&uiliHm now eipreasea that daa- 
f^umiu compnund of prii^sily hypocruy, political omft and Unclii- 
aveliani, that wanted a name, till the followera of LoyoU in- 
vMtud it with th«ir own. 

Id attending thnso hoapitiils and thr Ipcturm dulivvrcd at tba 
School of Uedicine cotisiiitfi the sludy of the French student. But 
the Amiripjin nnd I'liri-itpiiTu g.'nrrnlly. hnta not tiras lo uvail 
themiK'lvi-H i.f thew pubUi- l.'ctiiri". ; for the counw on one bnuich 
■lone is often protncted through Uiree ot four j 
also dehvered with a particulaiity and Tcrfooaitj quite n 
to him who is geoendly w«ll advaooed in hii modwal a 
He comes hither with all that the achocda of the United 8 
can give him, or at least ia expected to be thus praparad. Bt 
does not therefore wiah lo commence with demeotar)' printipke^ 
but to continue, and push still further hit inTertigaliaoa ct hit 
favoriut BcieDce. A claaa of men hara oanaeqnantlj apmng ^ 
to satinfy this want, to whom they reeoii. Tbeae are peraou 
who are not profeaaors in the lebool, hot are wattaig for a 
vacancy in the expectation of becoming ao. Tbej are gaoerallj 
individuals, who hafe deroted themaeWea to ooe bnaoh of ata^f* 
and when perfect maaten of it, gire leotom to print* Haaaiff 
This they do for a> 

medical men, and with the pobtio, who a 
at the comers of atreets, and are ^priied of thar pratwriBW in 
other ways. Not onfreqaantlj, tiw gratoi^ reoetnd Iran emf 
pupil is a consderahle motire. HUb Tarioa with the e gpenae of 
the experimenis Introdooed, the repntatiaa of tbe man, tud otlMT 
disturbing considerBtiaos, bnt, aa a genera] tkhig, fire doQan 
constitute the fee for each pupil for ooe eonno of three leaiona a 
12« 
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week during six weeks. Several deliver pablio lectnras with a 
view to facilitate the sale of works, which they have pnhlinhod. 
These men are often quite distinguished. Chasaaignae imA 
Caxeaux are Agrigit to the Faculty — a situation of no eaaj «t» 
tainment. The latter is author of a work on Midwilerj cf 
standard worth. His lectures are thronged with Amerionp 
English and German scholars. Chassaignac, who is emiiMnft ■■ 
a surgeon, gives a course on surgical operations, in which he 
quires his pupils to perform every operation several 
Chailly, whose work from a translation the American well knowa^ 
gives a public course on Midwifery, which I have heard with 
great profit. His hall is always crowded. Though enthuaiMtiey 
he is not so pleasant a lecturer, as his rival just mentioned. 

Among the most interesting lectures at present are thoae hf 
Longet, member of the Royal Academy of Physicians, on the 
functions of the brain and nerves, especially his course with vivi* 
sections. In these he gives his scholars ocular demonstratkm cf 
the various functions with a minuteness not dreamt of a few 
years ago. However satisfactory to the student, the fact oaimoi 
be disguised, that operations on live animals are cruel in the 
extreme ; but, after Alfort, one gets to bearing them without mnoh 
sentimentality, especially when re-assured by the reflection, that 
science is thereby advancing. Beside these, there are inaiij 
others, who in this way are at the same time getting money and 
a name, and fitting themselves for public lecturers in the School 
of Medicine. 

Within a few days the distinguished Breschet, the profenor 
of Anatomy, has died. His funeral was attended by many fmsodm, 
and by delegations from various societies, of which he wae a 
member. His place will be strongly contended for in pnbKe 
concours, of which I have already given an account His death 
too leaves an arm chair vacant in the Institute. The winner of the 
professorship will make sworn enemies of all his competitors ; and 
the successful candidate for the arm chair will realiie his own 
brilliant hopes, but cause those of many others to be suddenlj 
bUghted. Speaking of this society, it is rumored, that one of ite 
shining members is shortly to make a visit to the United States; 



LAHABTINB. am I 

1 mean Lunartine, the grvAt port and orator of France, now ■ 

innnb«r of iIm Ch&mbvr of DepulJM. This emiopst mui U no 

niori'unary ntportw. trsTplling Iwyoml Iiin Toailion — tutor ultra ' 

•srtjndam — lo procure msteriala from lundDi^RH abuapd. und all«n- 

tiuni minpliuird, for ihr purp<>«i> nf mnnnfncturin^ a book on bk 

return lo pay the cxpenseii of an egutistiuil tour, and make a 

•mall dividend among uneucjr orvililoni at home. A vi^ry diff(>r- i 

rnt pcnwiMf(« from this, he pOMenMw a well earuMl fume and lofty j 

ataijuii. la it too much to hopn, that th<! MiverHgn people will i 

auccml for once in f^oVCTninf; themselvM, and obt^ a« much i 

credit far th<i treatment of a noble friend, who Khnll come amonft ' 

them, as they would be Rure to do for that of an enemy, who 

ahciuld land ajran their ■horei? An individual of real worth ' 

and dimity liltea *ery wvU lamiari a viro laudato ; hut ciery 1 

inan ti not a caricaturiai, and wuuld not be flattt^red by monkey } 

trii-'kH and eihibitionB. whc«e appnrent drxiifD was quite an much 

to ffratify the rwiity of the host, u» In honor the guiut, and mime- 

Itmrs. if there in<U'M) lias been any honor nt all. It haa not been { 

MAy to wv. which party hon mcpivMl the mtnl of it, Uy 

countrvmen are (juite too Borioua a race, and are charged with 

dutim prewnnfT much ton hmrily to allow them time to run after \ 

Qpera (luDcers. Vetpuccia no better than they ohould be, or penny- 

W« beapeak for Ijtmartine a warm reception, kind feelinipi, and 
no ahuurdilica. Republican in hia principle, he ia a friend of the 
people. An ardent admiiw of Waah)Dj[lua and Lafayette, ooe 
of his noblest •pee«)Ma had their pnuaea for iU ob|Mt. Road ■ 
portion of hi* apevoh no Ihe dkinMniieiit <t Ntpotooa, wUoh 
filled ihi' t-lLimber of depvtlM with MioitfdinMirt at Hi bntllf, 
when deliv-nd. '■ If thia gnat general had bMa » gnst nu^ 
an irr^proarhable dtiiBn. if ha lud b^n tlw Widifaiglaa tf 
Kumpe : if, after haThig il«faided tht eeantiy. ImimidBtsd tte 
euDini revolution withoM, he had i«f{vhled,modentod, and orgH* 
i»-a the liberal inatitntiona and the adrancenent of imaenef 
in France. Ac. Ac. ; — if be had retired, lik* Bokm, or aa ttw 
l^alator of Am«riw( if W had withdrawn, te Ui dWoimi*- 
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edness and giotj, to leave his place to liberty; who knows, 
if all that homage of the multitude, who adore that, wbieh 
oppressed them, would be rendered to him. Who knows, if he 
would not have slept more tranquilly, and perhaps more neglected, 
in his tomb ? 

"Lafayette, who recalled to you in 1830 the opinions of *B9, 
as fresh, as untouched, as disinterested, as ineffaceable, as when 
he first drew them from the fountain-head in the soul of Ins 
friend Washington ; Lafayette reposes under the humble cross 
of a family tomb, and the man of the 18th Brumaire, the man to 
whom France owes all, except her liberty, the revolution triumph- 
ant goes to seek beyond the seas — ^to make for him an impeml 
tomb ! The revolution triumphant ! I ask, if upon the sofl of 
France she has a monument sufficiently grand, sufficiently hcHj, 
snfficiently national to contain him ? 

" Where then place him ? At the Are de triomphe de VJStoiUf 
It is too heathen. The dead is sacred, and his asylum shoolA 
be religious. And besides, what think you ! if in the future, ae 
we ought to hope, new triumphs shall await us, what triumpkemr, 
what general would ever dare to pass by that spot ? This woaM 
be to interdict the Arch of Triumph ; this would be to close this 
door of national glory, which ought ever to remain open to our 
fature destinies ! 

" But be it, that you choose St. Denis, or the Pantheon, or the 
Invalides, remember to inscribe on the monument, where he ought 
to be at the same time, soldier, consul, legislator, emperor. Re- 
member to write there the only inscription which responds, at 
the same time, to your enthusiasm and your prudence, the only 
inscription which ought to be made for this unique man, and for 
the difficult epoch in which you live : a napoleon — seul. 

" These three words, attesting that his military genius has not 
an equal ; attest, at the same time, to France, Europe and the 
world, that if this generous nation knows how to honor great 
men, she knows also how to judge tlu*m ; she knows also how to 
distinguish their varieties, and those who threaten her in their 
name ; and that in erecting this monument, and there embalming 
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tbi* grvnl n-coUpcUon, ihe diwn not wwh from thfjic nxhea to 
reauftcitntc either war, or tyranny, or lejfiUmacy. or pretender*, 
or e»fn imitaton." 

Tiir rhambor wm carried awAy with enthuiduiiii on hearing 
with what happineta bu UUtiiiifuwUvd the part tif Kl(1r^' itnd that 
of Ubttrty. This ix the «ort of mna, who w to Titii a fret< coiintrf. 
Oar, whoso principles are " Liberty fur all, and in all tliinga. 
A Goveninit^nt «trong, but lilKml. The pinplc, the nrigin mi 
VbA of all political action. Opinion coating from ih^m and 
returuing to tbi^m." No longur young, ho goM to America with 
a mind atruifilhpned, a viaioa corrected, a judgmpiil matured by 
yvam aiid ex))eni:nc«. liorn in ti0O, hn liaa ]iv«d Ihrougb 
•oohm which uiitd nua'a aouls. A traveller in hix own coiuttry. 
Ana and Afritm, be ha« l(-«mt tliat each natioo han it* goo^ 
(jualitie*. and ihorffon; docn not condtimn, na vile and unciiiliisflt 
«vi:rythin)| which differs (rom thu bahibmnd custuou of Im oftD. 
No fcAr but he will have n wolcome in tb<i countJ-y wburr hi* 
friend L«fiiy«ll4.-'s m«uury will ever Uvd: but lo hi> recvplioii, (t 
i* doMrable, that no ridkuloiu (.■xtnivHganGQ afaauld ninite U)^ 
world iraiiginf. that meu of iutelk«cl are rara arm tw irrrii, and 
that the appnaranrv at a gn^at man in thu United Stal«« la aa a 
eslraordiiuiry an uTi-nl. aa that ai UalliT«r among tba nstirc* of 
liiliput; Ift thcjn rather aliow they are accualomt'd to ihaa, 
and know bow to practiw the litea oC botpiiality with dLi»>niai 
and raapact. 
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Spriho — Frknch Mothers and Childriit— SquASXS iv Pi 
ORXAT Utility — Thalbxrg — His Concirt — Monov vot Mvsio— flpov- 
TiNi, TBI Composer. 

This letter, though bearing a reoent date, was b^rmi, jom 
perceive, a long while ago, and runs through a considerable spaoa 
of time. In truth, it was a kind of receptacle— Chiffonier's \mg, 
if you please — ^like some others which I have sent joa, intD 
which odds and ends were thrown for private use, or tlie amma 
ment of friends. 

When I wrote to you in March, all was cold, uncomfortablo^ 
cheerless. If the sun ever showed his face, we took it as a par- 
ticular favor, just as we do, when a beauty puts aside her tcO 
for the express purpose of imparting those delicious smfles and 
glances, which are of no sort of use whatever to their po sse is or» 
but are known to yield great comfort to quite a large proportioQ 
of mankind. Now, O delightful spring, thou art come in thj 
beauty, and never hast thou been more welcome ! Not a cknid 
has dimmed the heavens for several days ; all is bright and gaj 
and animating. One can feel with the poet : — 

Oh ! qu'aprii d» mdei tempAtet 

n ett agr^able de voir, 

Que let aquiloni mu poavoir 

N'oeent plot gronder lor nof tAtet ! 
Que le repoft ett douz aprii de longs travauz ! 
Qu'on aime le plaiiir, qui tuit beaacoup de manx ! 
Qa' apr^t un long biver le prin tempi a de charmet ! 

Ladies — ^beautiful birds — begin to promenade the streets. Bol 
one swallow doth not make a summer. The trees and shrubbery 
in the gardens are evidently thinking of putting on their greea 
dresses, and their swollen buds foretell new channs. 
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Louis Philippu'H revenue, derived (rom the letUof; of chain la 
the public gnnJeiw, w ju*t comincncing. — YcolenUy (April 8.) 
AS I pHjued through the Tuilteries, I noticed titU they wen 
nearly all full. Into thi> gnnlcn nil fttnotu in Koilird gtub*. or 
carryiog pftcka^, are prevented from mtmdiiig, and in their 
pUcin nrv nuntmi and nuuliur* with tbur infiubi imd young chil> 
drcn. Here Ihey drive hoop tuid piny with tho bnll. battlodor* 
■nd «hulllcc<ick, and Ktrutoh their UltJu IudIni la othur pliiaMUt 
pastimes. The Kronch am much more toiaiblu in thin matter, 
than the Yiukeea, aa all Americiuu niv designated. They ar« 
not afraid to give their childrr-n n breath of freah sir : — 
II n'aat rlen da >1 diHU quo I'tic qu'on J raipira. 

Initead of patting the livt^y wee creHtures into n cradle, and 
packing them up like mummiea in tliick clolli. wluch oumpeli thm 
tu breathe a aecoad time the uir contnminatt^d by the lirat inspira- 
tion, thry tuko th«m iuUi the gardens and promenade with them. If 
aluepy, ihey repose awcetly in their amw, and nixpirn an Umo- 
aphen:, an pure and uncontBminat«d, as can be found within tha 
timiu of a city. It is for from easy In itnisa a oummunity to aa 
adequate cotnprehenaiuu of the ineUiwable value of anything ao 
very oommuti, at air or witter. Hie city of Boston, among otheca, 
banenunpicof the Utter. New- York, lo her imperiiihabiehoaur. 
has pivrved. that tlus vU inrrlur is not mvinetble. Dum alii («r6a 
JHMuntm /HtuUbmti, ofW( ttt aefum. If tha coat hiw been mora 
than was prrdictrd, the utility will not be lean: and Uie money, 
Mrier having rircuUled through the arterieaof the btale, will be 
returned hy its tliousand veins lo the heart again in proper tinw, 
ufter giving growth in its prT>gTi:!HL, to tlie nublu Orolon Aqueduct. 
But. in I'ans, the very air itself is a maUer of deep concern ; 
the goremment, with that wise, paternal tmn, which i* eieilad 
(generally for the beneflt of the whole, runstniets public gardeoa, 
and lays out M{aBrea and place* in the \«tj heart of tba ttOf, 
This i* nut, aa one at first would be apt to tmBgine, to add to fa 
beauty merely, and fonn convent^it trsnrta for pmniMwIa or 
tiusineiu. Wliatever attention may be beelowed oa the cnbal- 
inliiucDt r>r the rity with raonuRimla nnd fnnntatni bi th« oentt* 
of these hundred tquarea, the (nom doMgn of Ih^ itwwfnitiif 
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is never out of sight. Yentilation is the principal aim— health 
the first object to be attained. After this, the beautifying of tha 
city, and giving objects to be viewed by the people, adapted to 
excite feelings of bravery and pride in the deeds of the paat^ and 
hopeful sentiments of patriotism and courage in the futnre, are 
not neglected ; for these help to agitate and purify the atmoapheie 
of the soul. 

Since this was written, I have been to a concert ci no ordinaij 
character. The first in his profession ! What a magical phraae 1 
I feel an involuntary reverence for any one, to whom these woidfl 
can be justly appUed. I went yesterday with a friend to the 
shop of a cobbler. ** This man," said he, ''is the first cobbler in 
Paris. He is an artist of great fame, and will inoorporate n 
patch with a boot so ingeniously, as to be invisible almost to the 
eye ; he is a man of genius." Do you suppose I passed by this 
individual as an ordinary man, because his vocation happened to 
be patching old boots and shoes? By no means trolj. I 
studied his appearance, his features, his character. I meditated 
whether his talents and perseverance, if turned into another 
direction, might not have produced another Raphael or Michael 
Angelo. With impressions akin to these I saw Thalherff — the 
great composer — ^the greater performer — ^the prince of the piano ; 
and never prince had more absolute sway. What shall I saj of 
him ? What words can express the pleasure I enjoyed ? To be 
sure, I did not in the manner of many around me, go into a 
hysteric fit — jump up — sit down — writhe with ecstasy — ^laugh — 
cry — «cream, all at once. No, I sat still, behaving decently, hot 
for all that, not the less pleased, excited, transported. I begin 
to believe the fable of the old ages, when a musician made no- 
thing of drawing after him rocks and trees. Thalberg's talent 
is little less ; for he draws houses. The pieces, which he played 
this evening, were all his late productions, and have not as yet, I 
presume, been published in the United States. They were two 
fantasias from movements in tlie operas Ijq Muette de Portiee and 
Don Panquale — a funeral march with variations — a barcarolle, 
both his compositions, and a cajyricio of his on several airs in the 
Barbier de Seville. Of these pieces 1 will say nothing, except 
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thftt thpy are very benutiful and very difficult, two (jiuUitioa whidi 
many know, are by do niixinii novellivi in his cumpoutioiii. It h 
the man I wish to set before you. Twas an oreDUig concert, 
cominencing at balf-paat eight oVluck ; thi^ doom opening as 
hour before. The tickets were all eold more than a week before- 
hand. At seven o'clock I was waiting at the door for entnmee. 
Being dotcrmined to seaure an eligible Mat in tlic pit — it costs s 
nnall fortune to a constant frequenter alwayi to nit oUewhere ; 
and the high pri«««, eren there, gunruntying it* mpcctubility. — 
I was there in good waum, and took a position ne&r the head of 
the iiaeae. In a very iihurt time aftrr, there won^ a hundred be- 
hind me. riut thr gimrdx proMrved the utmost order, an tuiuL 
For one half hour I stood therv. and then wuitctl lui hoar in tha 
houws before the performiuicn commencr<d, Rut without cooDt- 
ing ail francs for the ticket, it co«Im soiuotluDg. you pert'dve, to 
go tn n concert, or thenUr. Kvcry leat in the hrnutifiil tatU of 
I lie Italian Opera IIou»e was occupied. On the stage also were 
plaeed in chiiin mme hnndral and fifty. The nrchnitni waa 
partly boarded orer, and here the grand piano wa« placed, 
lliu the king dnigned to rntttr. thai such Hnthwiaxtie applansM 
' ^ro ringing around the theatre f Yes, it is the king — but not of 
the Krrnrh. It b the great descendant of Apollo. And, along 
with hin powern of muxic, he inhr.Tits ii portion of hi« beauty. 
He is a person of good liie and (iguir, but not large. His ap- 
peanuire is modest luul esiremely prepoasesaing. Owing to tha 
disliincc nt which I sat, I would not wish to descrtbii his air mid 
perwin minutely. It », howerer, perfectly apparent, that hia 
oomplexion is light, bb hair brown, hii noae aquiline — without 
whisker) or muataehe-^uid that he hM probably rompleled. ao 
far iw a jadgmcnt oould tie formed by fallacious fpu-light, hia 
fifth cliniii. [.Tic After numfr'nu >"iwi. in reHim for the pkudjla 
that welcomed lua ^prauh, bo wt down at ths piaDO, and na 
his fingers careleaaty OT«r tb« keja vmAj tbat ia bo aoanMB 
instrument! The lonea, whieb follow bii neg K gtnt tooeh, an 
not like any sounds that I baTe aror beaid bafora. Tka aahjaet 
in far beyond my pen. lira. Child nn»t bear him, awl, ahit^f 
her eres to the gross eiealion afaovt bar, open IhaH an the aelea 
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tial world and the thousand harpers. The wildest frenxy of 
imaginative mind would not, however, approximate the reaUtjf, 
which was here to be actually seen and heard. I have examined 
with infinite delight a great variety of machines, from the tinieit 
horologe through all the gradations of grace and strength up to 
the mighty engines, which propel the Atlantic steamers thnmgh 
a stormy ocean, and fill the beholder with wonder and awe — and 
some of them seem almost to have borrowed inspiration from 
above — yet I feel that nothing, among all the highest works of 
man, can be brought into comparison for a moment with the 
creations of the Almighty. Man originates no power, and in bis 
grandest operations simply avails himself of the latent energies of 
water and the electric fluid. '* The greatest piece of mechanism 
is the human hand," which, actuated by the propelling agencj 
of the will, regulated by persevering practice and directed by 
genius, far surpasses all human inventions. This remark never 
appeared so striking, as while I listened to the astonishing ezem- 
phfication of its power, which was going on in my presence this 
evening. 

With Thalberg every thing is calm, collected — ^no grimaces, 
no writhiugs of the body. A furor was excited some two yean 
ago in the United States by a second or third rate artist, called 

Miss S . Every body was in raptures. Her houses were 

crowded^-old men and women put on their spectacles — ^wbat 
for ? To see music ? Not exactly — but to see her efforts, the 
movements of her body, forward and back, sidewise, otherwise, 
and rotatory. To see the smiles, which opened so many dimples 
in her face, as to resemble small-pox marks ; to see the self-com- 
placent air, with which she threw up her white and well-fonned 
** pieces of mechanism,** and turned upon her music stool to receive 
the overwhelming plaudits of the first and second childhoods pres- 
ent, who exclaimed, — ** Only see how she plays !** But Thalberg 
is quiet and still. Not a muscle in his countenance is disturbed 
— not an unnecessary motion of his body occurs. Nothing 
escapes to show the difficulties he is surmounting. A person^ 
ignorant of music, might imagine, that all is simple and easy, as 
a game of the Graces. 
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At the close of llic concert, the call for him was unaiiimoiu ; 
nnd, in obedience to it, he csme forwtinl, while the room wu 
rin|{iog with criea for hU cvli-hraled fimtssu on a moremeot in 
Uones in Egj-pt — the runorni mnrch, nnd other pie«» — each one 
asking fur his uwo fuvurilH. Hf played one uf them, aud hk finil 
and Inat concert in V^m thi* mrajon wiu landed. 

There waa a very ugly man preitenl. He had a pug noM 
■tuck upon the front of hii fncit, nn immcnae caouth, liluck hair, 
black eyes, sank deeply in Iuh head, and a head deeply sunk in a 
whittt cravat. He U gAzing at nvvrylMxIy in the hoiuu through 
the medium of n Urge opera glawt. Who ia be, do you aak ? — 
Why it i« Spontini, thft great compoMr, He baa recently r«od»- 

od the order of conferred upon him and Mondelaoho^I 

think th« name i> apclt to — hj the king of Belgium. 
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CosTi OK Embrtoloot — Party at Mr. D/s — Donhx'i Lscturss o« m 
Circulation of the Blood— Oxtoen and Htdrookn Mickoscopb^* 
Photo-Electric Microscope — English Episcopal Chukch— ^Palais 
RoTAL — Uealt, thi Painter — Vxterinart School — SciMMTtno 
Oruxltt to Horses. 



Testerday I commenced attending a course of lectures 
Embryology, by M. Coste, which was begun a day or two agou 
Notwithstanding a violent rain, among the company assembled 
in the lecture room in the College of France, was quite a number 
of women. This college enrols among its professors some of the 
most eminent men ; among them, Guizot, the present minister, 
and Villemain, till very lately, minister of public instructioiL 
Yillemain is at the head of the anti -Jesuit party, and has been 
troubled of late with a disease which has paralyzed, if not de- 
stroyed, his faculties. The Jesuits have seized the occasion in 
their instructions to their yoimg children, to declare that '* Gkxl 
was angry with this party, and had stricken their head with a 
grievous malady." 

The evening when the preceding letter was written, I went to 

a party at Mr. D r's. It was a small assembly of Americana, 

with the exception of one or two English, and I have not enjoyed 
myself less, I am sure, at any one this winter. The unsocial 
habits of the Yankees cling to them like purse-pride to a rick 
man, and are almost as disiigreeable. How preposterous to allow 
a previous unaa^uaintance to fasten a padlock on every mouth ! 
Have they not been requested to come together for the verj 
purpose of making that acquaintance ? But he has not been in- 
troduced. Is it BO? Did not Mr. D., for example, give a 
general introduction and certificate of good character to all 
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company, when he tssueil hb lett«r« of inintation, nod admiltMl 
thpm to hill drawing-room ? H«d the cnmpnny bwm French. I 
■hould haw be«n certain to piuia a charming evening. Away with 
Ihix frigid rnHt'TTtt, by which hcnrU can never be united, unlt» bj 
frrenng to^-thcr. Il i* neither Chrutinn, politic, nor polile. 
These icy manncn not only impur th^ happineu of all within 
Ihi'ir atmosphere, but iiiduc« a, rcnctjon — By, thf^y n-coil uni! con- 
f^al the heart's blood of the cold formaliiit who fuBicni them, t 
havi- no desire to raiii)(le in American cirrlva, and probably khttll 
not hereafter, aa my (■>joum her« is drawing lo a close, and the 
viMtiDg wAMin in OTvr. Thi-re it no UcJc of bttntifM to occupy lO 
my time. My daily auj^entin); knowledge of the adnuitagM of 
I'aria auggriti a ihunaand thing* to be perfanned, My dayt an 
occupied with Icvtaim of vonoua Irinda, my nighta with etud/t 
writing, and viniting my Frcncli frimda. 

Among the lectures, there was one given by Homi. Donne, at 
the OollfgR of Fnuii^r. It wn* rather n rap pigmentary iFcUtre, 
flluatrating »ome pr«vious oBua, wliicb he deliver* in the day. 
The riperimcnt* h** madr, wore intci«lfid U> *Aotc Uir circulaltua 
of the blood, and tbity buccwcIw) capitally. The ohj«-t wa« ae- 
rnmpliahi-d by mi-«iu nf an in«trum«nl. callnd Uie oiy-hyilmgra 
rairmM-flpc. It t* a Npwiu of mt^pclAnti-ni. The- light, whleh 
is iiit«iu«, i» pradBic«d by tbe ignitioa of a piooe of charraal, aaA 
dirMliBg npod it jet* ct ozjgui and bydiqgan. Tbr objtcte M 
ba Titnrwl an tlun pUeed in « inoptr rita^kxi, aod thuir ntm^ 
tion, hiiihly iDig'>>fl<'d *nlb « powerfU nkraKope. b Ihrowa 
upon a whita fidd. The disc waa nmrly ihn* feci tn dinmirUr, 
The tongue of a frog, eipuM^d in lhi» matuer. waa abiiwa w 
perfectly, that every Tdn ami arlrry werv distinctly vtohlc. aod 
also the minnte roQielea npon il Another exliiliilinn was tiM 
tongue of a /m frog. The blood coold be plainly teen rushing 
through the veioa wHh grrU rapidity, and a great deal swifter in 
the arteries. Thii, too, proved eoaeloHvely, ihal the takNNi M 
formed of minute globnlm : lor in Um Ivge T^aa, lluty eoiM bi 
ohnerved rolling orar one anolher, and tnmbBng alOBg Uw M 
waves of a river. Uaiiy of the vdna were of ao anaO a riM^ 
that one of tbeae globidn waa too large to pan wHh eaae, aad 
IJ 
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for two at a time, a passage was utterly impossible. The feet of 
flies, their probosces, wings and other parts, lice and nmOar 
insects, were shown in this way. The colors of a butteiilj's 
wing were perfectly displayed, and with exquisite beauty. "Bm 
has just begun his course, and I intend to follow him reguLulj 
in future. 

The Photo Electric Microscope is a new instrument, at least to 
me. It is somewhat on the same plan, as the ozy-hydrogen mi- 
croscope, a description of the action of which has been just giyeiL 
In this instrument light is produced not by two gases, but by 
burning a piece of charcoal with a galvanic battery, composed of 
alternate plates of zinc and charcoal, which is much more power* 
ful, than the usual battery of zinc and copper. 

I went to another of Coste*s lectures to-day, and wish that yoB 
could hear him. Modesty must never stand in the way of scienoev 
and, for the sake of listening to this celebrated man, one might be 
excused for overlooking the many natural and unavoidable indeK- 
cacies, connected with the subject of his investigations. It does 
seem queer though, even in France, to see women attending Ui 
lectures with remarkable regularity. 

Sunday evening. For the first time, since I have been m 
Paris, I have been to church, that is, a dissenting church ; and I 
think most probably, that it will be the last. This church is the 
English Episcopal, and the bishop of Paris is the officiating der^ 
gyman. On arriving there, I found, in order to obtain admit* 
t^ince, that it was necessary to bvt/ a ticket. This I thought 
was strange. However I paid my fnmc — the price nearly of a 
seat in the pit of a theatre — and gave my ticket to a door-keeper 
sort of person, who pointed me to a seat. Were I to live in Paris, 
and had no other choice, I should certainly worship with the Cath- 
olic in preference to the Episcopalian, for more niasons than one. 
They get but few converts, I think, at that price. I heard pray- 
ers read with a languish ment most efficacious in putting half the 
audience to sleep. The sermon, which, if a " bough ten one," 
must have been cheap, succeeded in procuring repose for the 
remaining portion of the assembly, with the exception of many 
impenetrable people, who were continually going out, during the 
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>holi' wrvice of two houra and a half, to ihe avunber. I suppoae, 
«f forty at least. Thi& I should hnve done myself, but, in tbo 
cpirit of jankecdom, 1 was reaolteil (o g«t Ibt) value of tbe coa- 
■idenilion stipulated in the bargnia at th^ door. 

Afirr tliU unpItMiMint cpbode, I WM fiun, in urdurto recorern^ 
f^ood humor, to )ro to the Palais Kojal, which is opeaed on Sun- 
davB only, for thtt hwpMliun of iitnmgi^ni with panaporta, and na- 
tivn with billets or lirkcts. This «difi(« is remarkable more for 
the en^nU that bftve uccumMl within it« wall*, than for any thing 
it now rontnins. It pouesws liawei'cr some fine piutttrvn, wlii«b 
Amply rejifty cxammatJDn. Tlie m<Mt curinuo artick i» a Uibl*^— 
about the me of our card-tables, when ahul — tho top of which, 
on n carcluiu iibnerviition, would aceDi to bti of marble. A dcbb- 
crrtt^ inqui«ilion disovpn it l« be formed of petrified wood. 

The liouvre, in addition t«> many of the works iif the old mM< 
l4'n>, rnntaiiu, tu ii wpII known, those of Wsvtfji Mliots, depouted 
for in«p(^irtiuD. A >imtl»r uxhibiliui is oiudir during two or three 
month* pvcry ypar. Amon|{ them u an cxi'dlcnt portrait of our 
miniittrr to thtu court. Ur. King of Alal»ma, puint«d by Hooljr, 
of Boston. Mniunehusetls. liie Ukenens is admirable; no ooa 
ran «ee it withcnit being struck with it* fidl^Uty. Ur. Hoaiya 
repututiun haa eitf«d<id to the throne, and tho Uni; payi a dcE* 
catri (-ompliment, at aao<> to our counlrj'mt'n and our country, in 
cofflmihBiming lum to proMU lo him ou uuinw tlie fualura of 
viro« of our most diathigQUiad oitiiras. 

From time ta tima f hav* raiuffad upon sume of the fuluifale 
publii- inititutioM with which Pniuw ftboooda. Oiw of thoB !■ 
tbr VifteriiuuT BcJiool M AUort. lW«>r% two othan M LyflM 
and ToulouAO. Thoiigh thia one U AUort hu leaa taad Hid 
■mnllrr aciviinmodaiioiM than the iithen. It la their mjiuI in tin 
number of pupils and {MtiMits. Ilin former on- limitKl to thrM 
bunilrr-d between the agaa of sbtccn and twenty-five. The f«e ia 
tlinv liundrrd and uMy tnaea por anntini. Fnrty am plaMd 
there by the tBinlsler of WW, nd an doMJiwd for the deput- 
m<-nt of omlry. QaaBfloKoai far ratnuw* eooaiat bi a know- 
led^- of reading, writing, Kithmelfe, gnunmv, aad Bnith'a worfc. 
The rejfuktioni •» ofd b the wtn^i j Mbed Um pvpils af* 
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almost under military discipline. Thej are compelled to iwe it 
. five o'clock— six in winter — go to bed at nine, wear a regohr 
uniform, &c. Permbsion to leave the yard is obtained but td- 
dom ; one detected in scaling the walls and going to the dtr, 
or elsewhere, is pimLshed by expulsion. A common penaltj ■ 
solitary confinement for two or more days. The young mai 
who conducted us round the premises, showed us the swine thai 
were fed on the flesh of the dead horses, that bad been killed 
there ; and complained, that the government was trying an ei- 
periment upon them ; to me, the experiment appeared to be tried 
upon the pupils. For these creatures, after being fattened thv 
on animals diseased, were afterwards served up for the dinnen 
of the students. As yet, he stated, no ill result had foDowedt 
the stomach having proved to be an alembic, where the 
juices removed infectious qualities. I forbore some 
which were rising to my tongue, from a tender respect to the 
dinner, on which he was to regale that day. 

The appearance of these young men was very preposaeei- 
ing ; infinitely superior to that of the French students, who fre- 
quent the Paris hospitals. When they enter the army, they be- 
come under-officers, and the chief veterinary surgeon ranks with 
lieutenants. The last is a recent advantage obtained with veij 
great difficulty, ha\ing been most strenuously opposed in the 
House of Peers. The course of study requires a period of four 
years for its completion. The patients are horses, dog^, and 
homed animals. These are visited every morning by the 
physician attended by the students. The stables are perfeetlj 
clean, neat, and ornamented with bright brass. In one of them 
I saw a case of pneumonia. At the indication of the physiciMi, 
we ausculted the beast, and heard distinctly the subcrepiiami rSU, 
It was the first time I ever thought of thus examining a hotve. 
Everything is on the same scientific plan. The anatomy of that 
animal has almost the same nomenclature, as the hunuuL 
TwM'lvc pupils ser>e as night- watchers of these creatures, and 
rt'ctuvc all that may come, having fractures, colics, or any other 
disc.'isc. Among other curiosities there was a dog aflSicted with 
c2K)rea, or St Vitus's dance, and a cow with phthisis. Dogs paj 
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ten c(9iU a day, and boracs fifty, for meilkiil atundnncn und 
noumbment. In Ibe operolion of " birldrig" horec*. m^tend of 
Tnnltjng aumcrous Eectioos of the muscle on the inude of ibe tiJI. 
as is prj^tiiicd hy the English und Ameneans. the Fmnch r^nnnTn 
thii mtucit' entirely, 

TIhtv b a Gne Anatomical Cabinet, wbicb well repay* a iovor 
of ComjNirative Anatomy ; beaidt; one of Pathological Aiuit<>m}'. 
fxhibitin^ Hpccimeni of eataili, otlfti-tamma and other ualadieB. 

Thiu far 1 liave mentioned [Kir6otu of the eatabliahment. trhieh 
may be niiuidorud inlercatin^ and j^rwabln u> all. Kut there ia 
another departmejit, irhich does not pcMacM this reMtramenduliua, 
lud though a very uaeful feature la tho bslitutioa certainly, I 
un scarecly dare to any, thai it is ncceamry. I refer to ibx 
operations, thai are made upon the living animala. 1 will give 
you «ome dcdcription of them, and if it iboclu your feeling", and 
raakes your blood run cold, my juHlificatJoD in, that sucb tiling* 
are. and *hould be told and konwn. I^et the author* of Gctitioua 
craallicK answer for their losthnome dclineationi, whnie immsdi- 
ai« tendency is to harrow up the aeuaibiUtiua of the aoul, make th« 
reader wrelehod for the time, and afterwnrda callow to real anf- 
ft -ring, and allfoTwItat? Would you believe it? — fnr imifi 

llie government providee poor old woni out horaea for the wo 
of the aludenu, to aecualom them to openl«, and giw ihem &■ 
cility of I'secution. The nuhappj^ onstwv U led in, morting and 
irembUng, at lh« Rght of and anaU of Uood around. Befon h« 
haa time to reoover from Ua luiuueaietit. Ma legs are dntwn finolj 
logother, and hs k tluovii U) the ground. A rap* ia (wktad 
witi) a atiok around hi* upper lip, ao that hi* head b parfootlf 
eommandrd. He Iki proalnU« ami powerlcM. A doaen pajMll 
l«ap upon him, and begin thrir bonid opemtiniia. Whk rMl but 
irun hi* alun i« cauterwd in every part of tiia body, whan tha ' 
c-Bulcrv i> errj- a|i[ilii>ct. One ruta iX two inchea nf the tail, a 

boni', till that member b entbely gone. Svery variely of abo* ii 
put upon him, hia hocrfi are cut to the qniek, oiperimantd Mflt 
are driven in, aa if they were aooideolal, and dug ost tipm, 
13* 
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Imaginary wounds are probed. The ears are then cat out, tlie 
eyes extracted. Every artery in the body is *' taken up/' open- 
tions for tenotomy performed, beside many other acts of refined 
scientific torture. In the meantime, the poor helpless animal 
struggles and flounders, sighs, weeps, groans, Mcreama. He can- 
not move. The blood oozes from a hundred orifices, ** those 
poor dumb mouths,'' till finally death, the angel of mercy to the 
miserable among men and beasts, comes to his relief : — 

" And th* overloaded Blavc flings down hit boiden 
From his gnll'd shoulders, and, when the cmet tymit. 
With all his imps, and tools of tortore roond him, 
Is meditating new, nnheard-of hardships ; 
Mocks his short arm— and, quick as thought, escapes. 
Where tyrants vex not, where the weary are at rest." 

Who would be an omnibus horse ? A fair retort is, who woold 
be a man ? Ay, there have been men, remember that ! sad 
thousands of them too, who have inflicted worse torments thsn 
these even on their fellow men. Is it possible ? And whstlof t 
For religious and political creeds — because they differed mcgmnoR. 
thaesallf 

In this way a dozen horses are sacrificed twice a week ; — yes^ 
for years — twice a week — from five m the morning till five in the 
evening, this dreadful butchery is going on. What think you of 
the "Chourineur" in the Mysteries of Paris? "Truth m 
stranger than fiction '* — ^no news to me, I assure you. Hones 
with glanders are more fortunate. They are killed immediately. 
No operations are performed upon them now from fear, one of 
the pupils having died last year of this as yet incurable 
contracted in hb experiments. 









HivtHO completed mj inlcndod doKripdnn of the TariouB pri- 
Bona of the alj wheta vice is prevaleDt to auch an ex1«i)l, tbov^ 
the account has U-m iilmul^ too minuti' pcrhnpn. you most 
allow me to make n compnrition, in n few parUvuUr« at leaat, b«t- 



tween them and lh< 
where multitudes of 
minute and appari'ii 
hare a raloe ; and < >i 
of a few circumsbinr 
not be out of plac-- 

The well-being of ! 
ed to separaie its ^o- 
the same time requir 
as lenient as posaiM>' 
not to be neglecte>i 
out of the cup of till 
dered almost if 



itry. Ill 
jrt to br. cfTii:l«d, the most 
Lii)^iu6Muit points of infonuatuin aaj 
Account a rvtiew, howorar snperficul, 
nn«cled with this great subject, m^ 

\- (li-mnnilfi, llial mivia« shnil bp adopt- 
'tiii'Titn fhjin the bad ; but humanity at 

. lluit llirr mniiiunv manrtMl tii ibould b* 
iiriw»U-nl ■rilli wruiily. Anuthi-T tiling ta 
All l)i<> t<iIU'r ilr^h;^ must nut be ilnuosd 
iJc'liiiilucnL : hii conditjan mu*t not be ron- 
iiU' imTiahln to the diMtitata innoneot man. 



d ,1. 



who has not qua1ili>-iJ )iinuelf br cnme U) last* tho comforU, 
which someiimes nimiond the cnnricL Yrt this has tattna plooa. 
uhrre charity han miitUiken her vocation, aoil Mi her proper 
lilicre to feed thr unminul with luinriea bvrood thv powwr of 
ilic honest laborer 

In point of itrrTujtk there c«n be Utile dtSerenoe between the 
prixin^ of Viim and our own. Tbe former are uoinmllj ooii> 
Btnicled Iff stone, but oors have tbe adrantage of them in firm- 
11 t matt-rul, as nothing is quite eqnal to tbe ererlaating gr»- 




224 OLD WINB IN NEW BOTTLES. 

nite, of which the American structures are principally compoaed. 
The security of prisoners is perfectly well guarantied by nume- 
rous doors and intricate passages, by walls surrounding many of 
them, and by numberless sentinels, which the vast military fone, 
now idle, enables the French Government to maintain. Bteape 
is absolutely impossible without corruption on the part of the 
sentinels or jailers. The walls are much loftier than those of 
similar institutions in the United States, and a long ladder wo«ld 
be requisite to scale them ; ours, on the contrary, may be 
mounted by the help of two or three barrels placed on one 
other, or any similar contrivance. A great defect noticed in the 
general construction of the buildings here lies in the manner of 
fastening the cells ; each one requiring to be separately locked. 
They are fastened by a bolt .ind a lock : and in some of them, 
for example, in the Maison Cent rale iV Education CorreetUmeUe, a 
long entry traverses its entire length ; and into this all the doon 
open. To fasten them is the duty of three men. One shoTet 
the bolt ; another arranges a bolt connected with the lock, which 
consists of another bolt, a part of which enters into the door lock, 
like the hasp of the lock of a trunk. The third man turns the key. 
The means of securing the cell doors employed in the United 
States are much preferable, consisting of a single bar of iron 
running through the whole rang*; of cells, which it fastens by one 
operation. Beside the superior expedition of this process, the 
security too is greater, because this bolt cannot be moved, unless 
every door is shut. But here, in the hurry of locking up, a door 
might be accidentally omitted. Tlie long bar therefore might su- 
persede with advantage the use of separate bolts, which however 
are generally sufficient to secure the prisoner with all nccessazy 
safttty. 

Less regard to neatness and vmflfafion is st^en within the prisons 
here than in America. The entry walls and floors, being of 
l)rt)\vn stone, easily conreal the diisi and rohwohs, that adhere to 
ihriu ; these would only !»♦• l»n»u<Mjt infn nlirf bv the white- 
washed apartments of an Ani«'ri«::in |)«*nil«'nliary. Neither is suf- 
ficii'Ht attention paid to the eli'anlin«'ss ot" the convicts. All wash 
in an open fountain, and wipe themselves on a htmdkerchief, or coat 
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rioCTe. All wcnr lh<-ir liutrd* entirely a la patriardir, and tbwe- 
fon reqnirp no barber. In oppoention to Bu>re«. 1 oiu conttnUned 
to Mjr ■■ ihfj dn not miuMVgi> time tiling* tH'tttir in Fninc«." 

In th« iTi'(>«rHin«nf of ihe mmtM* of Frvnch priftonn a d«grM 
of Umly u Hhown unknown in nun. and I ihink, fortntinlcty k« for 
«i, ■■ exccmrc indulKtmoo miMl v?ry snrioiuly hnpnir thp vtilhj 
of faBpTWonmcnt. Tht? convPrwition. whteti in pennitlcd nmonif 
the prisoni-ra faj the rdli*. while they iu« at work, u well b« 
m the houn of rvcreution, when all arv tugt'ther wilttont rvatmht, 
foments diotnrlMnrni ; prodnoM ()iniiTp1» tunong (hmwelvM rM 
unfrequenlly i-ndinj; ta death : iuMin«ctUiii aguwt Iha siUiot^ 
tiei and no-iuiinnnlly a gennn] mectiii^. "ttit Mmt irapoOTd ia 
American jmeom t* man atmtv, and doai not therefote »nd«r 
special seaauM Cor esert^ at all Be<.'«Mary. The govr^miiiiBt 
indeed bt^na to think b^ttrr of the snlitafy principln, and at* 
tempts in die eoastnKtion of recent buiMini^.to conform io it m 
much Bn pa»ible. Otnwider a ble dilScahy is fell in tb<! inlradae- 
tion of tnidM, which wiH admit the pmploymenL of »treni;th suf- 
ficient to nulhnriw the mnipenniin of the eila)>liahi.il aMMonK of 
recrraUon. Stono-cnllinf; is impraoticabln. b»eanse that o>pem- 
tion is perfiirtntrd here afli>r the mslprial b ptaeed in the waUaof 
edifices. Thu practice ban obtMnrd in oanN.i]iiencn of ita leader 
texture, whioh «i]>om« it to be niArmd or spoiled In b*f>d)iag. 
Eren the fticlioa of the rope, employed to elevate ft to ita proper 
poeition, wnuld inflict a aertous injury. 

In the jmnitknunt t^ mMtliavmr, I think the French arv not 
Before enough- One Ihorounh comntiim. it •Pi'mii in me, ia 
mori" cfTcctiTe than many ulight imp*. My own eip«'ri<-nrr whnn 
at school adds forre to thii ofHniaa, The lower animals afford 
illustrBlions of thr ume ptinetple. A borar sonn become* inao^ 
dihle to perpetual sli)fht ruta iif the wbip. iwperiaDy when adtninia- 
li>n<d with the cbaractoialii; gtntlmeas □( lady equrklriiuu, whose 
nuMt I'flii'ient latKn ors tboae of tbeirejm. Thos aecordiBg to 
llif oM doggtTel, 



Then |ii aw Lilly bamlaMi, 
TQl Cut ailesp sdiI draamtaif. 
Ha tUaka all driTott wv^m. 
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I dislike exceedingly to see an unruly criminal put into a plino 
of solitary confinement for twelve or twenty-four or even fortjr- 
eight hours. Let him stay there, till it becomes decidedlj diM- 
greeable and irksome, and really a punishment ; till the culprit 
feels a little hungry on his stinted allowance of bread and walov 
and his bones begin to ache with reposing on the soft aide of a 
pine board ; till the penalty shall be sufficient to hinder at leat^ 
if not prevent, the recurrence of a similar offence. The kind- 
hearted directors have forbidden the master of the Bortoa 
House of Correction from keeping any of his turbulant aubjeeto ia 
solitary confinement longer than a definite period without a spe- 
cial order from them ; and what is the consequence ? Why, aD 
the prisoners know very well this restriction of his powers, tad, 
though the same efficient person remains at the hehn, — ^whoss 
place could not be easily supplied — there is not the same good 
order as before. At the end of the period prescribed, lie is 
obliged to release the stubborn spirit, that has offended lua an* 
thority, and now defies and laughs at his limited ponishmeuL 
The infliction of the cat is not known in these prisons ; and I 
question if it is used in similar establishments in the Umtsd 
States at the present time, though it was not abolished in the 
Massachusetts prison, when I visited it several years ago. A 
degradation is attached to it, which has compelled reflecting men 
to seek some other instrument of equal power to subdue a rebel- 
lious nature. The shower-bath, so efficacious, especially in the 
case of women, is not employed here. 

The frerjuent visits of friends seems to me to be an evil. Such 
often rep(Nitod communicntion promotes the continuance of old 
plans of action, and the maturation of new ones to be executed 
after their release. Instead of repentance, a feeling of anger* 
and perhaps revenge, is cherished both af:rainst the laws and the 
witnesses of the government. Tins permission ought surely to 
be cautiously and rarely granted. 

Thi^ ffHHi of the convicts, ih<>u<i;h good, is inferior to that in the 
Amori(!an penitentiaries, which I have visited. The bread is 
generally black, but well risen and wholesome. The quantity of 
meat is very limited, and given much more rarely than with 
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Nothing but woXkt u uaed for drink, if a light sonp is excepted, 
which may nniwer the purpose of a berernge. Pew objectiont 
however of sny great importance can be alleged ngaiiut their 
^iwrHl treutiDi'ut, except the extrttordtnAry distinction mitdc be- 
twom ihf rich nnd pnor convict. Strong encoun^^Mnont is h«ld 
«ut lo ibe thii-f to da a hrg^ hmuneiu, provided be Bucce4^dI Ib 
r«laining the pnipi>rtT iloli-n by eoni-mlment, or making n depo«t 
«f it in the hands of a romnid«. Tho horrora of a pri»on retire 
before lilm iutu the apartment* of the tmnU fnlona, who bars 
committed petty lnr<!«iues perhaps to asvc ibemaolvea or bmilis 
from vtArvalioD. The miuic uf Ida j^ld Kummdnn around Irim 
many of the Romforts of a private mansion : and vm liliely he 
finds little diffcrenM between thom, except the auperior vm, 
more nmneTOUH attendonta. Knd greater amount and vnrit^ty of 
compwiy in his new home. The brown bread of government u 
not for hi* conaumption, aa be prefers a oioe white roll with good 
■WMt butt«r. In miuiy of the priaom bo i* not obligod to labor, 
if be will pay a small daily sum, which liie geiitwl erirainal vfll 
of oouTM pri^«T to do 1 if he work* at all. it onut b« for eisr* 
eke, aa a sabatitote &r im eostom&ry diurnal promemda ia iha 
BroodiAy of Paria Ui» Bonkrarda. He dialwu to wear tho 
wMne shirta lad Othar giraMBta of the ordinary convict, and 
nui by no meaaa thiiifc of divMting tiimaolf of the principal and 
moat envied marita of a geaUotaao — UU mtprrfine broaddoA, 
Without thr«e aociiatomed Inznria* he would he unhappy per- 
haps, and the purauit of hap piiiw he cooMden to be not onlj 
his iualienahle privilege, but pcatlir* doty. It is not very oooi* 
iBon uideed ia witneH an citvnt nf liutoty. Kke this : but it ii 
common to •«.> a vast distinction made between the poor nod 
wealthy criminal here and elaewhora. Bvtn in tho gaDsya, thoM 
who ar« itenienced for Bfe, and paaaeat rich IVfanda, are nnuh 
brtler off. than they who are deatilnte at (heir oomiBaiidiny (>• 
fluence. The aenlcnue of Ilia lughoet oSbnden, niirb ■■ aamttkt 
for Fumpte, are thus virtually modUed in Uieir iarac If Hbmj tn 
fortunate in tho pOMMidoa of poworfnl cooiwetiaaa, whBo Othm 
uiidrr advt 
verity. 
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Two Societies are connected with the priaons, whose objeet ■ 
indeed benevolent, but whose success, as well as that of masj 
similar associations, with which I have been acquainted, lalls tar 
below their excellent intentions and deserts. If the good seed, 
which has been wasted on stony places and among thoms and 
briars, had been scattered always upon good ground, there wooU 
have been sheaves enough produced to banish all inevitable want 
from the world. If we have the poor always with us, we have 
their counterfeits in equal numbers, who are, it must be acknowl- 
edged, the greatest orators of the two. And these " counteiftit 
presentments '' play their parts with far superior success. For 
everybody knows, that no real misery ever levied such enonnooi 
contributions on a sympathising community, as the nightly acton 
of fictitious distress. A certain style of acting among the poor, 
as well as rich, seems to hit the public taste ; and money is often 
given outside the theatre, as well as within, to the pefformmM, 
rather than the player. Unquestionably the benevolent are fie- 
quently deceived, for they cannot prevent their ears /rom fffimftiy 
open to every cry, and the most importunate, though least deserr* 
ing, is apt to drown the rest. As one is also able to hear, where 
he cannot see, he is in danger from such impulses of 
many blunders in the dark. 

This morning, in reading a report of the trials, I noticed the 
sentence of two women committed to the House of Correctkm 
for thus abusing the tender feelings of their sex. The first solid- 
ted alms for herself and suffering babe, which she carried wrapt 
up in her bosom. But the helpless little innocent was discovered 
on examination to be only a child of worn out cloth and straw. 
— Was not this a case of a person literally reduced to rags ? ^le 
other, whose appearance denoted her to be on the point of con- 
finement, frequented the public streets, and as often as a well 
dressed woman passed, more especially if she was in a similar 
condition, she became suddenly overtaken with labor pains. 
Unable to proceed, and too destitute to hire a vehicle, she was 
kindly provided with money for that purpose, as well as to 
purchase the commodities which her situation and poverty re- 
quired. Her case being investigated, the interesting pro- 
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tnberincc vtia found lo be produced by a frame of wicker 
basket work, which very nicely imiutt^sl the dclicAle pecaluuity 
of women Yet notwithitAnding ihem; uicl a multitude of 
EunilariuiiiticiH. 1 aid ooDvinced. thai with arooittly of the caution 
exercised in a man's ordinary buBinri™, ho may bestow all the 
chanty hi' liiw n hean to give, at ea »i<:««djngly slight baxard rf 
deception. And in thn two anecdote* just rvlutAd, it is abundant- 
ly apparent, with what wonderful ease tho mysl«ry was unrarel- 
ed. To I'.'ll thv truth, thi^ usamplea of imposHkHi nn in exaat 
proportion in the indoli-ncc of thp giver, and the dtrvot cooao- 
qnencea of lii« laziness and culpable want of caution. Such a 
■tate of tiling!) li eiLvi^dtngly fuvorablo to the pnndmontous. who 
conusonl]' nr>< mofit eloi]iicnt about inaposwra, as their number is 
just lar^ .'iKjugh lo serve them with an everlaating argnmeot 
against alms i,'iiing. 

The two .S'li'ivti^s whiih I was alwut lo mcalion, are £<i SoriHf 
de Patroij.i'/r iln Jtunrt Cihiri* d* fit Sfint, and La Soeiili rf« 
Patrona^ j'-'r lt» JtUHtii fMluUhtriaet dilaiia^*. Thpfonncr 
has the ciiM' <ir the hoys from tho House of Corri-cticin, juit men- 
tioned, aft' r I'tit : and the latter lh« poor abandonnl girix, when 
released fMin Funfinenent. Uons. dn Lsmartine is preaident of 
the latter, ihni of the former is Hons. Bmngirr. peer uf France. 
Of theSoi'ji>ir forfi^la I poaw ea s no infMBMlion : but tbn other was 
founded in I ^33 lo wnluh iiver the ynulh in prison, and aiil and 
encourage th'-m aftrr thi-ir enhirgfment. Every meinbcr is an 
active om'. nnd has nlwnys one or two andnr his ran:, toward 
whom he iK-tn lu j^uanliiin, pnieoriug him Isliur, nveraceiof hb 
behavior. a».»i,stin;{ him with sdvin-, and if neceisary with monajr. 
This is bftii'ivn'J hy gon-niment, and ihe h«ievoliMca <rf mcoi* 
bers. To thi> Society it b in a gr«at mMsnre owing, that Um 
number of I'-mmitLals has diniinlshttd to (ha umi which I hw« 
in a formi-T I'-it^r ilesr-ribvl. PrifCa an vitrj j*n mnrdad Ipr 
good beharior, and a r*>port of th« Society pitb&h«(t. Qamtdai 
with the dapartaipnt of the KeiM an two oUier Honaea of Oo^ 
rection for flinall oOnKes, and for the sopprpssinn of mra&atf ; 
but thef an In the adjoiniiig (owm. beyond dw linin U Pnrift 



XXXVI. 

OnvmcB AT St. Diifis — ^Thi Sepulchri op rai FnMtien 80 

Tomb of Lafatxtti — Fere la Gbaus. 

A FEW days ago, leaving the dust and tumult of the oitj be- 
hind me, by help of the great locomotive principle of the dmj-^ 
not steam — ^but omnibus power, I soon passed walls, boolefBids^ 
barriers and fortifications, and found myself in the town of St 
Denis, two leagues north of Paris. The celebrity of this litlk 
place, which has not more than five thousand inhalHtanti, it «ir 
tirely owing to a Benedictine Abbey, founded in 250, and to tht 
selection of this church as the burial-place of the French kragiL 
The original edifice, which contained the ashes of the fizst iaag 
known to be buried here, Dagobert, son of Chilperic, 
planted by another, built by Dagobert I., and by still 
erected by Pepin, father of Charlemagne. All these have fovn* 
dations. It was then rebuilt by Suger, the abbot of the nrnni 
tery, in 1144. Two towers of this structure still remain. The 
rest, as it now exists, was added by St Louis and his sucoenor 
between the years 1250 and 1281. This venerable chimh 
suffered severely during the revolution. The bodies of the rojil 
line, which had down to that period been there interred, were hi 
1703, by order of the barbarous Convention, disinterred, and 
thrown into two large trenches dug near. In 1 795, the leaden loof 
was stripped off, and another decree passed to raze to the grauid 
this the most beautiful monument of the architecture of the tioML 
Fortunately this order was not obeyed. Napoleon in 1800 gaifv 
directions for the restoration of the buildings ; since that time thm 
work has been going on, and though more than three milliw of 
dollars have been expended, it is yet unfinished. The 
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menta of the kingx have Ih«ii renovated, new gUaa Itu anppIlMl 
the pInRC »f the dd, which had been destroyed, nnd it now asMrta 
it* clftim to be onn of the most elegant ediSoua in an archittwtnnil 
vii^w, und thtr moHt Humptuoua in iu decorations, in thn langdom. 
The wnlU and eralings are lit<'nilly cncnislcd in x^ld. The orns' 
nii-ntii lire inutndi^d to be aa near fac -11101111.11 of the onginati, ut 
-posciblr, wime Kpecirorns of which, oocidcnlaUy found, serviatj; sa 
muditlf. ThtTe are very few jHctunw to bi! aeen, but tlie vurioua 
nhriDCH nrc rnrichod with old sculptures b oak and statues tn 
alone. Many of the crowMn are of great uati(|uity, and tlie avtuit- 
filtars are i-ompos<J nf btsiutiful miBUUc Around the church are 
numerouH monumeiils of the SKxit ma^fie-ent description. Any 
Mccount of thrm would be unprofitnbln ; finit, beeauae they have 
«o often been well described ; secondly, because the moat perfeol 
deKfription would he uiwleaa. They niujit be «een to Im onder- 
■tood. The sacristy is embellished with many pcturea by tb« 
tieat living painter*, which represent the must Importoiit entnlaia 
the history of the church. It contains. UkewtM, % bnue oluur 
of King Da^Wrt Thn vnnlta ore eilremely cumut, for Ihm 
arc the ashes of the French monarchs. nnd the monumaMU craeUd 
to their memory, moat of them with statues, and many of tlMB 
taken from life. Among them ia a tomb. cI'Med with brvan 
doora, made by Napoleon for himavlf. poath ia certain, hnt Hm 
•epnlehre ia the aport of fortune, and in thia monument now ra< 
pOMi the aahM of Louia XVL sad XVIU., Hwin AntiiiwtU!, and 
Hoie otbcn of the elder branch of thia family. Tlio tnnrriptioa 
<» one moanoMnt in the nave of the church particularly attracted 
my notice. It atated that there Uy John, »oq of Ludovica*. wbo 
miynUd to Cbritt iu the year 12*7. Uan ia truly a bird of 
paaaage. 

llifi vrspm gave me oa oppntuaity to b«u the new argn 
lately erected. It b tba largest, and, linoe the has of (hat in 
St. Kiwtach« by 6re, tli« beat in Franoa. The power is immraav, 
Knd. when played in foil force, ahook the whole edifiee. Tba 
«ehoea arowad tlM vaulta. and through the lofty uIm. w«ra •■- 
treoiely fine. 1^ r«ed notes I w>ttc«d to be paiticnlaHy exeellcalt 
the hautboy and clarionet alopa imitating thoao biatruments witii 
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surprising exactness. Among the priests who officufted, OM of 
the bishops, a fine looking man, was pointed out to ine^ at • 
natural son of Louis XYIIL 

After this hasty description of the final resting place of rojtdtfp 
the lustre of whose fame, too often dimmed by bad actions, 
be heightened by marble monuments, or golden inscriptions^ 
with me, and view the tomb of one, whose character was so qwl- 
less, and life so pure, that even his enemies are unable to findnj 
thing for blame. Leave behind the ideas of greatness derifsd 
from the contemplation of overshadowing gothic buildings, gilded 
walls, painted windows, and monuments of marble. Forget tlie 
name of king, and remember only, that '' an honest man is the 
noblest work of God." Divest yourself of the impressions pro- 
duced at St. Denis, or — ^if you must take them with you, — ^bfing 
them for contrast only, as the painter introduces the dark back- 
ground into his work, merely to project with greater strength the 
peculiar features, of his picture. To see the remains of the 
greatest man, that France has produced in modem times, and 
the purest of public characters ; of one who preserved his m- 
t^rity untarnished, notwithstanding the corruption around hinia 

" Faithful found 

Among the faithless, faithful only he; 
Among innumerable false, mmioY*d ;*' 

one of the yery few, who figured during the scenes of the Revo- 
lution, whose name is venerated by the people of France, esteem- 
ed by Britons, and embalmed in the hearts of Amerieeae; 
whither shall we go ? He reposes not by the side of the kii^ 
at St Denis. Shall we seek him at the Hotel des InveUides under 
the grand dome, where sleep the ashes of Napoleon ? 8haD we 
look for him in the magnificent Cemetery of Fire la Ckmmt 
Simple in his habits, and unostentatious to a remarkable degree 
in his manners during life, it is not in such places that be would 
desire to lay his bones in death. Accompany me then to the 
Rue de Picpus, in a retired quarter of the city. Hero at No. 15, 
in the private cemetery connected formerly with a convent of the 
order of St. Augustine, but now a boarding school conducted bj 
the same order, you will be shown a tomb covered with a double 
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skb of black stone, such as is used for a sunilar purpoae in tha 
United States. These two slabs are united bjr a eroas, and ea 
each an inscription is ouL No white niaiUe-HM> goMen letten» 
Contrast this with the monument of Spursheim at Moont Aubuii* 
so renowned as a model of simplicitj. Compare ita acroUa and 
carving, the golden letters, with the one before yoa of ordinaiy 
stone, absolutelj denied the least ornament whaterer. Bead ita 
plain inscription, in harmony with the ntt^ with moiatened ejta 
and beating heart : — 

If. J. P. R. T. O. B. 

LAFATBTTB, 

Lieotenant-Oeiienl, Mwnbf dm la Chsaibri des Deptis 

b4 4 ChsTSiiise Haata Loirs 

De VI Sept MDCOVIL 

Ifari^ Le XI. Arril MDCOLZXIV. 

A 

M. ▲. F. de N0AILLB8 

Dac^d« A pi^le XX Bfsi ' 
MDCCO XXXIV. 

asquictcAT is pacs. 

On the other slab a similar inscription records the deoeaae of hia 
wife, who died December 24, 1807. 

Now read a description of the roywl TsoHa at St Denia. 
" The wallA of the royal Taulta are cased with black marble, and 
ornamented with stone pilaaters ; the paTement ia of white and 
black marble, the coffins, some of which ars eoTsred with blaek or 
violet-colored velret with ornaments of gold or ubm, are placed 
on iron bars." The tomb of Franeia I., and Clande of Franoti 
erc<;ted in 1550 after the deaigna of PhiKbert Dehmne, ia 
sumptuous. The effigiea of F. and 0. r^KMo on a saperb 
uph, ornamented with n frieae r^preeenting the battlea of liai%- 
nan and Ceriaolles. Here the cenotaph risea a grand arch* M^ 
riched with arabesquea and basso relievos. Sixteen dnted eolnmna 
Huppurt the entablature, above which are ph^ed five statnea of 
whiu* marble in a kneeling posture, vii. Francb I., Claudn hia 
queen, the Dauphin and duke of Orleans, his aona and CharloMab 
the daughter. Now, what think yon of a black alona with an 
14 
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honest name upon it ; and a lustrous white marble, enriched wifli 
gold and statuary, with names like these inscribed ? One, exposed 
to the elements, but looking up through the pure air into the deep 
sky, and clasped by the bending and merciful heayens ; the other 
protected by a fretted canopy of gold, the atmosphere loaded 
with incense, and the sacred oriflamme waving overhead. 

In connection with this subject, it may be in place to gire 
some notice of the feelings inspired by a view of that cemetery, of 
which all have heard, and which is one of the first places visited 
by a stranger. A particular description I shall not attempt, 
for it is familiar to every one. The great interest, that has been 
taken during the last few years through the United States in the 
formation of cemeteries, has caused it to be frequently sketched* 
and the works of every tourist will give a more or less aceunte 
notion of it. As a whole I was greatly disappointed. Every thing 
solemn loses in the hands of the French its grave charseter. 
The churches with their gUding and pictures resemble the the- 
atres far more than places for divine worship. This is partkn* 
larly predicable of those of recent construction, such as L'eglne 
St Vincent de Paule, and Le Notre Dame de Lorette, which are 
shown to strangers, as worthy of high approbaticm. So with the 
cemeteries, and that of P^re La Chaise, of which I am new wri* 
ting. The street leading to it from the " Place de la Bastille" it 
well calculated to prepare the mind for a visit. This avenue it 
occupied by dealers in tomb stones and funereal garlands, and 
so large a quantity of sepulchral architecture is spread along the 
sides of the way, though generally without inscriptions, as almost 
to make one think, he has already entered the precincts of the 
consecrated ground. A large gateway, however, marks the en* 
trance. The gate posts are of stone, plain, with the exceptioQ of 
the carved torches, which form the comers, and the inscriptions on 
one of " Spes illorum immortalitate plena est, Sapient III. IV, ;** 
and on the other, " Qui credit in me, etiam n mortuus /uerit, vtssl. 
Jean II.** The gates are of oak. One soon loses the solemii 
feelings, which he experienced in bis walk hither. He finds 
himself in a cemetery, where rest the merchants of Paris, whose 
tombs subserve the double purpose of displaying the wealth of 
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the family of the deceased, and as on advertisement, or sign, 
for his successor in business. One for instance bore an inscrip* 

tion like the following : — " Here lies batcher in street* 

number , <&c. This tomb is erected by his affectionate son 

and successor in business at the old stand." The multitude of 
monuments at first fill one with astonishm^it, and are put into 
the ground without any form or regrularity. Some are even, 
others uneven ; they are set sidewise, comerwise, in any wise, thai 
they can be packed. An oblong of eight feet by three with a 
railing round and a monument within ia succeeded by another 
oblong, another rail, another monument, and thus the entire ceme- 
tery is densely stowed, unvaried, except in the Tariety of the 
sepulchral architecture, and now and then a union of two, three* 
or four of these nUtret, when some rich skeleton would not be 
contented without a larger space to lie in. Between the tombe a 
narn)w pass of six inches, or one foot wide, leaves room for a few * 
stunted tn'es, and so the cedar and spruce have contrived to se- 
cure a foothold. 

If little taste is discovered in the general plan of PAre la 
Chaise, it is to be found in the tombs themselves separately. The 
monunient.s, when isolated, present beauties, which are hidden by 
their uiifavi>mble situation. They are of all sorts. The moat 
remarkable, such as that of Heloise and Abelard, have been often 
deMTih«>(i. Stime of later erection, and those, which for their 
elt^t^NiiK-e or [)eoulianties, struck my attention, I shall venture to 
sketoh. tnisting. that I have selected such, as have escaped gene- 
nil notice. 

It i^ astonishing to see, how man regards his last resting-place. 
II(\ hIio was all his days content to live in poverty in a garret, 
wlun (li'ad. xM'ks for a mausoleum of marble, to the erection of 
whi< h th<' niiCL^ard savings of years are to famish the means. 
}{«'. uho waN satisfied to pass a lifetime in obscurity, desires a 
l>))>t)iuinMUH iniinortality. Tlius a poor tpicietf who lived in a 
r«ti:< •! >>t'* it. unknowing and unknown, u|>on his marble monu- 
ment 1)1^ jlui'd lii.*> portrait. paintt»d up<m canvas, and protected 
from th«' winds and storms by a bell glass. Others have casts in 
planter of Tans, some painted, these may be found in different 
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states of decay in all parts of the grounds. Others, wha wvli 
to live longer in the eyes of the world, have them in bronie and 
marble of all kinds. 

As in all other places of a similar character, many of the inoa« 
imients serve to show respect for the memory of the iUuBtrioai 
personage, who there lies interred. Among these that of Cas- 
mir P6rier, erected not many years ago by the city of Paiji^ is 
one of the most remarkable. This monmnent, situated rery eoa- 
spicuously in the centre of a large enclosure, was built bj a pnlh 
lie subscription, to record their veneration for the great statesmaa 
and orator, who for many years, in the highest situations of ths 
government, and as prime minister in 1832, reflected honor upon 
his native city. On a lofty pedestal, on three sides of which aie 
allegories of Justice, Eloquence and Firmnesa» in b€u$o reUhn, 
and on the fourth an inscription worthy of his memory, atands 
his statue in bronze. It is a noble work of art. One, who offi- 
ciates as guide around the cemetery, relates to Americans the fol- 
lowing anecdote : "A few years since I accompanied a party of 
Americans through the grounds. On coming to this I remarked, 
that this statue is said by Americans to bear a very strong like- 
ness to one of your most distinguished men, Daniel Webster. 
There were few remarks made, but, as we proceeded, one of the 
ladies informed me, that D. W. was one of the party then pre- 
sent." I do not see any resemblance myself. Another of more 
simplicity, raised by private subscription, is to the memory of the 
celebrated painter Gericault. The front of the tomb is ornament- 
ed by a cast in bronze of one of his best pictures, which rep- 
resents a party of wrecked sailors on a raft. The sides have 
sketches, cut in the free stone, of others of his works, and behind, 
— which struck me as in exceedingly bad taste, — the names of 
those, who contributed to its erection, are carefully preserved. 
Another, erected within a few years, n»cords the death of a sol- 
dier. It is ornamented with castincrs of helmets, swords, cann<Mi, 
spojir heads, <kc., and bears tlic inscription, ** Decorum est pro 
patria moriy 

Others have inscriptions dictated by family pride. One records 
the death of Robertson, an aerostat ; upon the side of whose 
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lofty monument of while marble nn- banto rtliivnit, rrprMenting 
a crowd witneesing a balloon nsccn«ion, boys ulJmbiiig upon K 
fence, nnd old men looking over lluir cpMUclM. Some Enf^Iish 
tombs record t)ie death cX pcopltt of high birth ; but as they 
th«msetve«, during life, never did any deed worthy nt even the 
■hort p<!qii-tuity of a tomb-alone, the names of all the dUtin> 
Ifuished in the family since ila eustenee are emblaxnm-d thereon, 
Moliire, no long denied n ChriKtinn burial, lies tnnquitly at laat 
under a beautiful Mrcopfaagus of white marble, )iiipport«d by four 
rolumnx, und nurmunnled by a vase. Near him I^ Fontaioe, 
whoso marble e<^notaph, crowned by a foi in black marble, ii 
nmiimentrd with two batm rtliii-nt in bronze of the fable of Lba 
" Wolf and Slork," and the " Wolf and Lamb." 

VnT more of the mAnumi-nt* rnc^rd etpre*»ionR of feeling anil 
tK-ntimi-nt. in which this nation «o far eiccl all uthen. It \* not 
then surprising, that we find nwmeromi Um\\» of the m»l beau- 
tiful, lovely, virtmiu!! good of the earth ; eaeh of whimi their 
friends fondly imaffined to be the boit. Many plain slabs, untied 
by clasped handi. whoac arma apring fntm the summit, perpet- 
uate ibe virtues of a husband and wife, whom " death had sev- 
ered, and death had united." Another bean upon it under n bell 
glaM, a piece of embroidfry, fomiing n wreath of fluwors, in the 
centre of which is the inscripUon, " To my sister," which would 
took much like a lamp-alAnd, if one did oat we therein the beat- 
ings of a wann b<nrt. For the tomb of a diasenting minialer m 
pillar of some ten feet of marble la •le*al«d. anmountiHl by a 
cnshion, on which is lying on npen Bilils. Tho sffnet is very 
good. Tlie monumenia ant moclly hdlow with iron doors, and 
varioualy adnmod with inndowa of polorvd gbaa in eracifiinn, 
and other lAapea. About the w^la MW faiaaiplioiw irf the w 
rious member* of tbo fuiulj dvcMMd. Seue eootain bn*U; 
other*, iimnll shriOM wiUi erOH, Sownm, Ac. utd all, of stny 
I'biH* and tmd almoat, hsm niiin«ron* wrcatlia of artillcia] fltrwai^ 
banging upon the iron fencea, or placed in f^aaa cosea. Boom 
uro <)uite filled with than, and Uulc atatuea of aainta and pray- 
ing rhildrcn, in plaatar. Tn tnaay ora atUched small pota of 
roaes, panaiea and otlwr lanlllBMhll phrtfc 
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misfortime sends to the city poor house, buried without a pimyer, 
but they are placed in tombs, where they remain in quiet for a jetr 
at most. Every spring this is opened, the cofiSn rudely 1r¥inf>fcH to 
pieces, and burnt with the linen winding sheet, when they an 
so fortunate as to get any, which is nurely the case, and tlie 
the bodies tossed together into a trench, and coyered up. Boatoa 
has now a mayor, whose human sympathies the weight of richea 
has not crushed. Let him look to this. If economy is the onler 
of the day, and a piece of beach land, or hill of suid, ia too ex- 
pensive, let the patients be deprived of a meal a week, and a fund 
of thirty pieces of silver will soon accumulate to buy a Potten- 
field, where the dead poor may no longer be disturbed in their 
last, and, in some cases, their first repose. In this reapect, in 
the boasted land of liberty, let all be equal. 

Many have endeavored to institute a comparison between Pire 
la Chaise and Moimt Auburn, the beautiful cemetery in the vicin- 
ity of Boston, Mass. Scarcely anything can be more abannL 
If one should essay to compare St. Peter's church at Rome with 
the Falls of Niagara, all would cry out at the obvious incoii* 
gruity. Yet a similar parallel is attempted to be drawn hi the 
former case. The beauties and grandeurs of art and nature can 
very seldom be brought into competition. It is easy, however, 
to point out the difference between them. In the case before 
us, one is distinguished by possessing beauty in the whole ; the 
other in particular parts. The general beauty of Mount Anbum 
strikes every beholder. Nature has done much, ay all, for her. 
Her varieties of hill and dale, of foliage, of ponds and rivulets^ 
make her coup d'ceil most exquisite. P^re la Chaise says, I grant 
you all this advantage, and that you appear charming at a dia- 
tance ; but the ornaments you wear, though superbly mounted^ 
I confess, and seeming on a casual glance to be rich and coetly 
are poor things after all. I do not, myself, make any pretenaioii 
on the score of glittering gauds, and simulated gems. Indeed, 
my general appearance must be allowed to be somewhat unpre* 
possessing ; but if you will take the trouble to examine me cloaelj. 
you will find me decked in jewels of great intrinsic value, with 
cameos of rare workmanship, mosaics, and antiques. 



Th« money, that liu been Urithed oa the oxaniDaiti k mat- 
moos. Tweaty-fiTO inil1i«i« of dollin m the flttimBifl of ■& 
eipenM which unnot be tccunteljr iMertaiiied. For thk gVMt 
sum, yoa would look for ■ometluag beetttifiil aadnimptaoBi, eod 
you will find it. Thie oompatatioa irill eeeee to AppMv exbsvft- 
gaot, when it ia remembered, that manj of the inwumtant* $n 
woAa of the first Bcnlpton ct the eoabj. 
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RoTAL Institution or thi Diaf and Dumb^— Abbs ds L*Bfk« 8 > 
CARD — Royal Institution for the Blind— Artesian Wkll at Gem- 
NELLfi — Comparison or the Royal Institution for tbk Bliiid, a** 

THE ASTLUM FOR THE BLIND, AT SoUTH BoSTON— TbOMAS HaVDAJTB 

Perkins. 

No matter what a man's taste or character maj be» he cad be 
gratified in Paris with admirable ease. Aspirations of the high* 
est order, and propensities of the lowest, meet alike with their 
appropriate aliment. All sorts of desires may be removed with 
a promptness that will suit the temper of the impatient, and ai 
elegance, surpassing the conceptions of the fastidious. The molt 
perfect articles, of every description, are constantly wiUiin the 
reach of one's hand, provided always that there is plentj of 
money in it ; for the wants of a voluptuous city have caused the 
globe to be ransacked for the choicest productions of every coim^ 
try ; the most rechercH gems of nature and art are poured 
into her lap with luxurious profusion. Napoleon brought bom. 
his conquered cities the most celebrated works of the best mta 
ters, and made the Louvre a depot of ckef-d^ocuvres* WhOe the 
senses are thus catered for to an extent and perfection unknowB 
elsewhere, while the man of science and art, the lover of painthy 
and poetry, sculpture and statuary, the gourmand and sensnaliiitt 
realize all which their hearts can possibly desire, whether lofty or 
low ; the votary of religion, the man of large heart, and expan- 
sive affections, of high and correct feelings also, finds the instita- 
tions of religion and charity, that kindle his ardent sjrmpathies, and 
fill his soul with benevolent transport. None among them poe» 
sess more interest for a philanthropist, than they which have 
for their object the care and education of those poor unfortnnatei» 

242 
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■who have be«n deprived of uty of the aeJUM. no mduipeniiable lo 
ihe perfonnnnoe of the duti(-« and kbora of lite, and, without 
which, miLn is in dangi-T uf forfdling lua nuik, u turd of this 
luwer world. 

Thfi Koj-al Inxlitutiiin for thu Dtaf Mid Dumb i« one of Um 
noble iriunipfa* of modem timpx, and Uic (^bmtian opirit. orer> 
jionion of ihL- nuniiTDu!! ilk " that fleah U heir to." I rvturne*! 
from a visit to it with grvM. Mii»fiu'tion, And nugmi.i)t«d mtpftl 
for my felluw-mun. It in not in human pi>wor to impart the 
"gift of tongues," or the mi-niu uf benring the bannonioaa 
voices of craaliuD, to those who hnvt bc«n denied the appro- 
printc organs ; but, lu thr water i* made to ran from the bru«B 
hiuida tif ibi! giunt of the fouutiuns at Verftaillvs, m worda of 
IinppinrH onil comfort, peaor and love, aa well as the lanjpu^p; 
cif poi'try and wit. brillinnt and tparkliag as thi-ir *pruj in tha 
sun's ny*. ma be taught lo flow from the fingora of tb<^ dumb. 
Tlie lv[n[ianuni of th« closed cAr may irfiMe to mpond to sound ; 
— no mAttcr — the Mime blesaed art conducts ibi* bright eU'Clrio 
current of thou^'ht along the opaque ncTve-s to illuminate tha 
<lnrkn<-M of thi' imprivined intellect, and cause the heart to n- 
bratu with the sharp allemationH of grii-f and joy. Through 
ihtnn: {Hirtalu, thus opvnvd, a cumin unicatiun is established be- 
tween them and the outer world, nnd no longrr, as in the out 
of the immortul bard uf Paradise — 

" I* wiMlom si uDii *nUUKii> qnju tkvl ovL" 

This institution in one of the earlinst, if not tha rary fint of Ita 
kind, thnt ever existed. It origiiuttMl b the capaeioos heart of 
thi- Ahb£ de VKpit, a man without no(«, *r wealth, or patrol- 
agi'. Like John Kryle, whoae nuoe Is b danger of being octipaed 
and furgotlea, by the Iminortal tplandora of the ^at poet'i 
" Man of Rom," be did mora wjtl) bis narmw jtatrimony, thaa 
olh>-m liuKC accomplished with thdr millions. 
"Ob, «jr, wh^ Mias that faawoos hsDil wppljt 

Wbsi mine* (o nrell that boaadhss oharitjrt 

or itrliu snd i^m, mm sad ehUiwa eUmt, 

TbU HMO posit— J <Itb hoadnd ponul* a J'v. 

Ulmb. grsiMlsnr, Lloih ! iwiud eaorU, withdniw joar blasst 

YsUttlesianl hids; 
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This was the actual revenue of John Kryle ; it wus who rtfj 
nearly that of this whole-souled Abb6. He was not indeed the 
inventor of the language of the mutes. That honor belong! to 
Pedro de Ponce, a bcnedictine monk. Even the system, he made 
use of, was soon superseded by his pupil Sicard. But the glonr 
will always be his, of having given prominence to thb paitkidir 
expression of philanthropy, and, by his singular devotion to it 
of himself, and all that he poi^sessed, of having caused it to be- 
come, wlmt it now is, one of the most favored and interestiiig 
channels through which good men may pour their love, thdr 
intellect, and wealth. From his limited income of about fife 
hundred pounds a year, he reser>'ed one-seventh to himself, the 
rest he considered the patrimony of the deaf and dumb, to whom 
he so sacredly applied it, that in the rigorous winter of 1788, 
when he was in his seventy-fifth year, he denied himself fuel, 
rather than intrench on the fund he had destined them. Hb 
housekeeper seeing this, led into his apartment forty of his popih* 
who besought him with tears to preser\'e himself for their sakes ; 
but he would afterwards say in plajing with his scholan, ** I 
have wronged my children out of a hundred crowns/* With 
these humble means he undertook, at the outset, to maintain forty 
deaf and dumb pupils, and educate them in reading, writing, 
grammar, and the reduction of the most metaphysical ideas to 
words. From this feeble commencement, generations since hare 
almost literally learnt to apeak his praise, and one hundred and 
fifty scholars, now belonging to the institution, bless his memoiy. 

In 1785 this charity, attracting the royal attention, was, by 
the influence of Marie Antoinette, made a dependence of the 
government ; whereupon the establishment was transferred to the 
Convent of Celestines, which had been suppressed. In 1790 the 
good Abbe died, and the Abb^ Sicard succeeded him, and intro- 
duced an improved system of instruction. During the Revolu- 
tion the Institution was removed to its present situation in the 
Rue Bt. Jacques. At present it contains one hundred and six 
male, and forty -eight female pupils ; the number of gmtuitona 
scholars Ls limited to eighty. The only requisites for reception 
into this class arc satisfactory evidence of inability to pay for 
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eduofttion, and oertific«les of age, baptiam, r&ccinatioo, and tba 
furct of bt-ing really d«af and dumb. None are admitted, but 
thoM butwct-n the agva of ten and fifleun. Tbe lexea am sepa- 
r»t«d, and all are taught during the prescribed period of six 
jeiuv, rtutding, writing, arithmetic, drawing, irngraving, or mjida 
Other art. lkiarder« pay nine hundred francs, or ooi: hundred 
and t-igbly dollar* nearly, a yiiar. 

Tbe entire institution wean a most comfortable aspect. Tbe 
building!, if not new, art) fresh in their npprunincc, and tcrupu- 
low*\j neat. The chapel, a small, plain room, was the firal apart- 
ment bio which I was nonduet«d- Ucbind tho altar is a fin« 
painting by Uaniier, of Christ causing " tbe bhnd to see, th« 
deaf to hear, and the dumb to ipeuk." It is in rvality a speak- 
ing picture. In this room wm b pninlin);, sppnR-.ntly plaood 
ihtire temporarily, rvpreseoliiig the death of the Abbi'- L'Epie, 
suTTDuniltsl by his unfortunate pupils, la the Numu tulifice an 
n grent mnny work-shops of vurious kinds, school-rooms, and 
other convviiicne4!S. In un upper story lun tbo beds of tbo 
ohildn-n, srnuiged aniuud a Lirge hall, neat, clean and comfort- 
able. At the side is the wnnh-room, encircled by a kind of 
Hnk, with several cocka for dntwing wat4ii. Eaeh pupil has his 
towel haiigiug upon a nail, his gluss mid other accommodations, 
ooch his station at this spccioi of wn»h-BtRnd. This airsngcment 
k vastly (upcrior to ihU goutiraUy seen iu tbe large bowdlag- 
•chools. 

In tbe finrt story ani tb* lUaing-rooma. Long tables nu tha 
length of the room wUb benebui on each s!d«. Tbo tables ai« 
formed of sUba of DU^niCoent colored marble, supported on iron 
frames. Undenwa^ a shelf, divided into partitions, contains 
the napkin and other fiimituni of each pupil At tbe time of 
my visit, the children weru at ifavir sports ; tbe girls in tbe beau- 
tiful g-.ux)cn in tbo rear, and thn boya in various ways amussw 
tbt-mselvi-s in the spacious court-yard. 

Almusl wmullaaeuuMly with tbo foundation of tbo eatablioh- 
mioit for the deaf and dumb, the JmttitHticm RoyaU (t*t Atttigtm 
was erected. Seventeen hundred and ninety-one is the date of 
its origin tlirough tbo benevolent eurlions of M. Hauy, who ob- 
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tained the royal approbation of Louis XYL In 1843 tlie 
lishment was removed, from its former confined qoarten^ to the 
present convenient and splendid edifice, erected for its use. Of«r 
the grand entrance is a bas-relief, representing on one side Vskntin 
Hauy, the first instructor, teaching his pupils ; and on the otbo; 
a woman giving lessons to girls — Religion, in the centre, encour- 
ages both. The building is divided so as to accommodate ths 
two sexes, and watered from the Artesian Well, heated bj pipes, 
containing hot water, and lighted with a mixture of water, and a 
liquid extracted from wood. I trust that no one will suppose 
the water from the Artesian Well to be sufficiently hot to waim 
the house. The heat, even at the well itself, will always admit 
the contact of the hand to the metallic conductor. I niake this 
explanation, because I saw a communication in a Boston print, 
proposing to water that city by a similar well, which, besides 
other objects of importance, was expected to furnish hot-faathi^ 
— a paper, which is calculated to mislead the public. 

The well at Grenelle is seventeen hundred feet in depth, and wis 
constructed, at immense cost, by constant labor, for seven jean 
and two months. A proposition has been made to dig another 
in the Jardin des Plantes, three thousand feet deep. At this vast 
depth the water is computed to be toarm enough for waim-baths^ 
and for heating the wards of the hospitals in the ntighborhooi^ 
being at from ninety-seven degrees to a hundred and four degrees 
Fahrenheit. The Bostonians will not be so foolish as to go to the 
immense expense of procuring water of a doubtful character, 
and of a temperature not sufficiently high for Ao^baths, or eren 
for warming the wards of the only hospital in the city proper, 
in that cold climate, while Spot or Long pond^ are so near and 
BO commodious. The quantity of water thus produced is worthy 
of attention. The orifice of the well is twenty-one and a half 
inches nearly, and seven inches nearly at the bottom, and yields, 
at the mouth, six himdred and sixty gallons per minute ; at an 
elevation of one hundred and twelve feet — a height sufficient to 
carry the water into the highest story of the loftiest house in the 
city, the quantity is three hundred and sixteen gallons— scarcelj 
sufficient for Boston, as it will be. 



FBOFIOHNOT OF TBI BUHD. SIT 

To mtuni U) the Qliod Aaylum. Trom wliicli we hnve etmyed. 
Dot from a want of eyes, but from tunuD); them upon the futim. 
Tim ^nliinti. alUchc<l lu llw (wylum. am very prettily anunged. 
90 that the lot of thtj mmatcs tofAU «liU more unfortunnt^, when 
W(t ruHvnt thill thny uLniiut mm and admire iLum. Armngi-meDta 
&n> thero made for gymniuitio cicrc.iMv. Eighty boy« luid forty 
girl* iim caiubuitlj maiuUined in thia institutiua at the puklle 
Qipcnsc, who«c education i* completed in <iight ycun. iJourdcra 
of all oHliong are alwi admitted bto thia pbilAnUiropic acmiuary, 
which ia capable of containing thrao hundred pupila, who moat 
bn between the agea uf dghl and fifteen, and are ivquirvd to 
produce certiScatea of birth, pnrcnta, good coadgct and indi- 
genoi!, and their own freedom from idiocy and coulagioiu dia- 
eases. M. Duhu ia the dirvct^ir. 

The dining, sleeping, and waah-rooma are aimilai to tbow in 
the intttlution for the Veaf and Dumb. Orni room t* filled 
with ■rati, placed at regular intervals, luid numbering tu uU pcr- 
hapH thirty, and beforx' each in put a tub, capable of containing 
two gnllnnK. or more, pivroed vtiUi a holn in tJie bollMm. My 
ciiMi-iri t.;i- -M iicil by thia arrangement, and I waa informed 
til.: I'. >^^N. .|>{Kirutua waa de.aigncd to W^C urn a regular and 
thorough wnahin- -T thd fi'tft 

It nus the lai I nl thn motilh, when 1 n>ilcd tlie inatitulion ; 
it was then open<il lu tliv pulihc, «« nxuul, and I made the tour 
of the building, liu'ling, however, but little difference bctwem it 
and the ndmirabl'- niii^ at South Bnalan, Unaa^ nndrr the eioel- 
Icnt care uf Dr. l{<>we. I ini[iiii«d of aome t^ the pupil*, if they 
knew the Doctor, who liaa rvuratly viaitrd the Uuropnan iuilitu* 
liona. They replit-d. iliai they had nut aim, but luul hi-ani of 
him. There are numen>iu achiMil-rooma and work-ihope : in tht 
formtT of which orn taught madini;, writing, aritbinMic, go^ 
gr^iphy, <i-c. Thin'lvaun<meiit waa ocrl near aogifiU aa «t SinUli 
Itiistiin. One said iha( bm atndiad geometry, whii:b ia tba highat 
bnni'li. When I mentioned my fViend Ur. Jiamph BbbUi, WhI 
told thi-m that he wna in «rilef{« with nw. dwat he kiw* Lalio, 
(iri.k, Knnch, Gr..melry, Trigonometry, and w» abe a AacAfAar 
it Lettrtt, they were abaoioialy irtoniiltad. Tbmj BtMr bad 
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heard of a blind person so well instructed, and made many in- 
terrogatories in regard to it. 

The reading is the same as in the United States. The writiii^ 
I thought different, but am not confident Their lettere are madf 
by means of a tin frame, pierced with holes at regular dbtanees; 
and in these they write ; but not, as I think, at South Boston, by 
forming them in a shape, similar to the commcm ones m general 
use. Here they are made by mere pricks in the paper, the order 
and number of which constitue the letters. In this manner the 
writing is imintelligible to one not initiated in this species of hiero- 
glyphics. I was told, that few of the pupib could write, so that 
the world could read, although they occasionally attempted to 
correspond thus with their friends. A good idea of geography 
was obtained by means of raised maps, and of arithmetic^ by 
moveable figures in a frame. 

The workshops afford employment for those who are educated, 
and teach the ignorant a method of gaining a livelihood. The 
younger scholars were employed in making a species of shoe 
from strips of the list of woolen cloth, wicker baskets of rariouj 
sizes and shapes, carpeting of coarse straw, straw hats, and Li 
seating chairs with the same material. Others were occajned iu 
printing, and binding books, when made. Some of the morv 
advanced were engaged in cabinet manufacture ; and namerouii 
articles of highly polished mahogany and oak attested their 
proficiency in this art. In another department are turning 
lathes, with which they formed boxes, cups, and va.ses, of wood 
and ivory, of great beauty. It was astonishing to see with what 
ability they use these sharp instruments guiding them with per- 
fect precbion to the desired portion of the swift-revohing block 
before them, which, rough and shapeless at first, soon came forth 
smooth and graceful, as the marbli* from th(r sculptor's hands. 

Hair brushes, mats, and niii^s. worked in various colors, silk 
scarfs, and other similar aili«l«*s, w«Mt' displayed, as spt^ciraens 
of tlu! skill of the fiMnalc portion. \vln>, tlioii^h chattering and 
laiiL;hin<r, did not neglect all the while to keep their fingers also 
busy upon the work before th(»m. 

The most interesting portion of the exercises was a Coiioert» 
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which was giTen in the early part of ihe aflentnon. It com- 
menced with a fragment of a Bymphanv of HaydQ, played by an 
orchestra of twenty-fire inatrumcntN. directml by M, Gouthi«r. 
The most wond<'rfu] part of Ihr pnrforninnec was llie ciact time 
Mid precision, in which it wa§ played. Tlie leader, blind hinucif 
u the iithm, ha* lat«ly publishi-d m livutMu on thr varieties of 
miuic. which is dudicaird to Carnffa. and is said lo have some 
mi'riL Hu ri^rtainly bad drilled biii pupili eiceridingly weQ. 
There were solo* for the flute and clarinet. A youn^ g;irl ung 
aevenil itongs with good taatc and ifiecution. A girl of about 
eighteen played a fanUuia on innvcmont« in the Domino Noir of 
AuIh't. and the orenure of the Marquess of Brinvilliem by CamSa 
linishcd ihr jii'rformiinrf. 

Any compitrisOD between them and Ihe orchcBtm thst ooe 
hears in the various theatres and baU-room* of ttiia oity, ia ovt 
of the question. No oompetitioB whh ibeae finished performen, 
can of couTve be sustained ; but ft puiDel may, witlr perfiNt 
propriety, be run between th«r exhibitioiii and the ooncerta 
given by the same class of pervons tX the Bfind Asylum at Booth 
Boston. It is to be expected, howeTer, that the pupila in a dtf, 
where the best mnne in the world is to be daily heard, and the 
most Hcicnlific and skilful maaten exist in mnttitlKlea ; where the 
nirs which are heard in the streets, sung by the boor and the 
pca-iant, (for the French do w>t whistle,) are gems from the works 
of the great masters ; and the moreeAus from the operas ot 
Lurie df Lammermoor, I Pmritani, and a thooMod other nmlar 
productions, are as common as Lucy Long, and others of titMt 
din^ry class of looga in the United States, would sttrpsw the 
Ami-riran pupils, who are strangen to all theae ran ad- 
vsntK^'es. And SO we find h, epenUng in the general. Tte 
nnhcEolml pieces would well compare whh those, whieh Im*> 
nit<' ilic nice ear at the American theatres. The ioitruments are 
.i'ir»7* ill iimr. the time is always correct. The chief deficiemy 
ii n <l>'u<ln''s.i. which charscteiues the whole. With the Mune 
- ;iii(i.iii ili^ii ihi'v walk, the blind also play. It seems, as if thej 
li^id iilwuys u fear of going wnvig. Oor onbestna, ea the eOB- 
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trary, take half of Crockett's motto only, go ahead without rc|gaid- 

ing whether they are right or not. 

I have not a particular remembrance of the orchestra at Soatk 
Boston, as it is some years ago since I visited the school, and do 
not even remember whether they have-any. In the solo perfcvxniD- 
ces one can institute a parallel, at least, as far as the piaao goei. 
Those on the flute and clarinet, the former an air from Berbiguert 
with variations, were tolerably played. The fantasia on the 
piano, was, as I understood, by the best player of the school* 
and was a piece exhibiting some powers of execution. This I 
found to be much inferior to several of the piano-players at 
South Boston, especially Mr. J. Smith. Mistakes in striking 
wrong notes, loss of time, and the imperfect manner in which the 
runs were made, formed a striking contrast with the compara- 
tively perfect style, in which the former has played to me much 
more difficult pieces. The organ playing in another room was 
not worth the comparison with that of Harvard University. In 
the songs, and a trio by three of the girls, they undoubtedly 
bore away the palm. The native taste of the country conspires 
against us. Two songs were exceedingly well done, and met 
with universal approbation. The young men were extravagantlj 
delighted, especially Mons. Le Premier VioUn, whose pleasure 
oozed out to the surface in the most expressive contortions of face 
and body. 

From this hasty, but correct, account of this noble charity, 
one cannot fail to have a very high opinion of the management 
of a siniihir one at home. A rivalry with the old institutions of 
Europe, sustained and encouraged, as they are, by the patronage 
of government, and the influence of general local circumstances, 
is a great thing of itself. But when we are seen to come out of 
so seven; an ordeal with honor, if not with laurels, we have a 
right to look with complacency on our plain republican est;iblish- 
nients, and feel some pride in hein;^ eompatricKs with those gen- 
erous men, who devote their wealth to the prevention and reUef 
of human suffering. It may be, though 1 cannot think it, that 
no basso-relievos will perpetuate the lineaments of the beueTO- 
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knt individual, who ga*« > priaoalj tajhaa to ths snfniBiMto 
of his nee, and that no ricli-tnmed pietan will praMm foe Hm 
oontempUtion of past«ritj tli« oelcatkl aennttf of th* along 



yet thonundK of juxir tjlind ibildren. whoae mental eyea ha*« 
been opened by his bounty, will for ages to come, read the m- 
gnving on their hntrt* of the nnmo of Trokai Hakdastd 

Who Bays l!ir wi'althy are not to be envied ? Such glorious 
ezamplea of 11j'.' pru]>er use of the ^^ifts of heavea, cn-atc ervrj 
day a greater " liisl for richt-n." To bu the " Almoncn of God" 
18 the delightful ;>rnrof[atiTe of the opulent, and all must long f<v 
Buch a lot. )l<»uin can proudly point lo her Tuckerman and 
Ghanning, hei- I'arkcr and Lawrpnccs. with a »core becidc. who 
are creatiog fir iheir beloved city, that nitteth on her iriplK hill, 
a name, nton-imriitum are ptrfamu*, which shall oatlivc her 
■umptuouB piilii>'ni, and the granite Nhaft on Bunker Hill, itf 
Bheet is nearly finbihed ; were it twice es targe, i could M it 
with recollection* of the di-odi of her citlEena. sot only on tlie 
battle-field, but iu the widow'i cotla^fe, and the garret of the nek 
laborer, often p'-rfonned with mch secresy, that the beneficiaries, 
ignorant who thi-ir earthly benefactor* are, can only pay tlieir 
gratitude to U^« invisible Parent of all good, whom in this they 
resemble. Stub being the character of my countrymen, there ii 
no need of king* and princ4ss to build hospilala for us, for tbey 
are th« indigenous and apoDtaseotM growth of the toSL 
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better than our own, which does not hang, unless the homiciib 
is actually committed. In tliis case, I think it best " to take th« 
will for the deed." The deceased was a species of pedlar, and 
had a boutique ambulant He had several times attempted hk 
wife*s life, by hanging cords with nooses attached in blind pas- 
sages, and for many months daily threatened her with death. 
beating her cruelly when alone, and kicking her legs under the 
table, when any one was present. He frequently boasted of 
having killed a mistress some time previously. In short, h» 
whole history, which I read upon the spot, so much incensed me 
against him, that, when I saw his wicked looking countenance, I 
forgot that a man was to ho oxocuted, and remembered onlv the 
horrid cruelty of the miscreant. I .saw him beating the head of 
his defenceless wife with a hammer. I saw her skull fractured 
in two or three places. I saw her delirious at the Hotel DieiL — 
I fancied her restored to health, to be sure, but with a debilitated 
constitution and an imperfect mind, and I looked forward impv 
tiently for the time, when he should receive his just recompense. 
When his head and body were carelessly tumbled into a common 
cart, I thought not of the deed of horror, of which I had just 
been a spectator, and was scarcely conscious for several hoars, 
that human life had been deliberately taken ; even then, if I must 
confess it, without evidencing that tenderness of heart, and deli- 
cacy of sensibility, so beautiful, it is said, in a young man. 

An indi\'idual, it is agreed, by all people of sense, may take 
life in necessary self-defence. What may be thus done by one 
may be done by another, and so society becomes invested with 
the same high prerogative, as a dernier resource. I do not ac- 
knowledge myself under any obligation to incur the trouble, ex- 
pense and risk, of chaining a wild beast of a man, to keep hhn 
from preying on his fellow-men. The virtuous portion of the 
community is not bound, and sometimes is not able, to waste the 
fruits of its hard and honest labor, in building penitentiaries, in 
which the worthless, ay, and still dancrorous existence of a demon, 
may be cjirefully prolonir<*d, and his body clothed and fed— often 
much better than the poor, who an* taxed to pay for it — till the 
culprit shall be pardoned by an impotent or corrupt executive, to 
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neir and natura] incidenU are with much felicity introduced. In 
the Mconil net Appia*. ncciwi-d by th'? «iiit*r of the ft»saiwnAtion 
«{ IciliuH, declarea it a falsehood The words^ It croia praoounc- 
ed by Virginic, i* one of the bust points in the whul<! pluy, Thi> 
«ct closes with the interest M hjffbly eicitcd, that 1 hnd ^;reat 
t«u of iU tlugging befuri! the conauniniKtiun. On the contnuy, it 
constantly increaaed, and I eat half breathing;, till cxhauiited, I 
l^liuily Auw the fulAl atnike, which SaJabed thu matter, and gave 
me on opportunity again to respire without n«tnunt Ilefraininft 
from a erittual analyMii of ber acting, I have merely meatioaed. 
how I felt The piece ia of a very superior order, though p<w- 
aeaaing the ever recurring ibyme, »o diMgreeaMe to ■ fordgn Mr. 
1 say nothing agiunsl this, because I cofnid«r the pneliy, u wdl 
u the particular rettgioua development of a nation, a aaored 
thing, to be respected by a atranger, who is unnMe, for obviooi 
nuaon*, tii* apprty-iate the mcrit« of eitlier. Beside the gmot 
part of Vii^pnte, thoM of Virginitu, Appiua and I'alHus, a Ro- 
man M-nftUir, atTord acopc for tin dioplay of comiummatH genin*. 
From the dUtrtaa of dramatic fiction, and the emotions caused 
by the "counterfeit pmentmont " of the Itoman girl, let u» turn 
to the world's actual tragedy, — a Kpectacle of terrible reality, 
whert- thn rmutions, if eolmer, wen- yet »lrongi-r, and where a 
vastly larger company assembled to witness the awful cntMtTD- 
pbe. It waa an eipiattun made for Uie vbUtioa of the majaHy 
of law, where the retributive death of the guilty cloaed iho af- 
fecting scene, and the criminal suSirrod bistend of tfao innocent. 
Having ■ grtnt desire to see tlie farfamed guQloliae, I had tektn 
conuderable pain* to bo forewarned of the tnH oeeanon, vbm 
it was expected " to perform." Great efforla are nsed to Ufider 
the publicity of an eneculion, while, at the aante ttmi>, thow whn 
desire to witnesa it, are not prev«nied. The ecimimd, when aM> 
tenced to death, is left in ignoranee c^ the day of hb dretdftd 
doom. The public an also unhifoniML His tnttnae b mada 
kouwn in the gaieOea of tbe day, bat h» gmmOj anfci ibM 
days afterwurda. U U mid, that oeitber the jaHcr, MrhcogBMa, 
know the predw time. liO the prrviooa dgbt, wIwb tboj nuldMily 
rc«dve ordan lo aroet the aeaflbU. Tba jufamar b e umrtiiiw a 
IS 
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reprieved, and this is for one month only. I had engaged a 
workman, who labors near the barrier St. Jaques — an unfreqneiit- 
ed part of the city — to send me word, when he observed prepa- 
rations going on in the square. The guillotine is always erected 
between eleven and twelve oVlock on the night previous to the 
execution. 

I was therefore aroused by his messenger at six o'clock ▲. v. 
I made such good haste, that I was dressed and on the spot at 
twenty minutes past six — ^having arrived there by running all the 
way, ab(»ut two miles. I found quite a crowd already assembled, 
but it Ixani^ some time before the fatal hour, I had leisure to ia- 
spect tlie instrument minutely. On a platform erected foor or 
five feet above the ground, supported by legs and surrounded by 
a niiHng. was a frame work rising to the height of between e^t 
and It'll fi'ot. Those, who have witnessed the operation of a spfle- 
driver, will ooncoive a very good idea of its action and appear- 
anc(^ The* u'liole was painted red. The cutting instrument re- 
sembled a yankee hay-cutter, except that it was much larger. 
One comer, being placed lower down than the other, facilitated 
its openition. The axe, or knife, was fixed into a heavy block of 
metiil, and dniwn up nearly to the top of the frame. There it 
remained dull and sullen, like revenge awaiting its opportunity. 
Two companies of mounted mimieipal guards, and one of fooC» 
with some twenty Strf/eni^ de ville kept the square open till eight 
oVlock, the fixed hour. In the meantime the crowd augmented*' 
and the women began to Ixi (juite numerous. One old woman 
was peddling a biography of the vietim, and another endeavoring 
to let her sUmds and chairs, both screaming their merchandise ^ 
the top of their voices. 

At eight o'clock precisely came the guard of cavalry at a fait 
trot, surrounding the covered cart, which contained the prisoner 
and a priest The vehicle wtis backed up to the scaffold, the 
door behind was opened, the priest descended, and after him the 
criminal. The latter mounted the scaffold, accompanied by two 
officers, with a firm step. He was clothed in his usual dress, a 
blouse of blue cloth, but without a hat. The hair was cut short, 
that it might form no impediment to his speedy exit from the 
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TTorld. The officers quickly drew tho blouse over his head, and 
he Blood fiposej with naked ithouldeni. Ho then began to 
•craim wilh the iotenlion of making himKcir heard by the crowd, 
an I thought, but like many uDaccustomed orators, ignorant how 
to uw! his viiicc. It might hnvp brcn nn (.'oullition of cither 
anger or fear, In FranM> the liberty of speech is not permitted, 
and hv WU3 interrupted by the officTnt, bc-nding hii nrick, mid 
pLicing hia bond in th« groove, d^Klined to rre<i»e it The collar, 
which was intended to check the leant movement, wu adjiuted, 
and like th<i weight in the ■pik-drivcr on our wborroi. the aie 
wtLH drawn up to the lop by the olHcera. It waa instantly disen- 
gngud, and dropped ; the heiul, dimcvered cnmplelrly, ft^ll into a 
basket, and this officer'a duty being finished, he descended. Two 
mbutm did not elapHe from the time be arrired, till hi* hmd wai 
detAelied from hia body. Without the smallost Io«s of time it 
wiu tumbled into a vehicle, Mmilnr tn a hay -cart, hia body tippod 
ia after it. a small guard escorted it beyond the bAmer, and fai 
five mtnulea from the entmnco of the prisoner he was borne nwi^, 
and the place li-fl nearly vacant. Tho body waa eonreyed away 
for intermint without the city for mum hoar or two. to be dug 
up ngoin, and carried to the dissecting room for anatomical pur> 

There are many methods of leaving the world, but I cannot 
imagine one, which c»u1tl U- leaa painful and morn i^;re«ablet 
thHn this — if any metlirid of dyinj^ may be styled an; — with iha 
aingle, but rather unpinuumt esceplioa of (be soafTold, none ear- 
tainly could be more expedUknu. llow mtich tnperior to bald- 
ing, where the criminal atraggV (oogABiI l>ud aftea from tta 
ignorance or careleaaiMai of llta haagmu I From the gnOlollM, 
no pain can pouibly be eipertenoed. 

Amatenra can aee the optntjon of tbia eelcbtated Enatniment 
on a dog for twenty franea, on giving nolle* of their deaira lo 
the ufficer a week in advaaoe. Jack Ketchca of other c< 
have free admitlanco. 

In n-gard to the ricUni on thi» ocoaalon, he moat richly a 
hia doom. It ia true, iw you will lunniae, ha waa aenUnoed for 
an alitmjjt to murder. The Fmneh law ia b thli n»pMl mveh 
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future letter, therefore, I nrast endeayor to give & more pre- 
cise account. Rely upon having the statistics of the lei^tli cf 

every monkey's tail, &c. (kc. 

Military music, though of an ordinary quality, as it geoeraDj u 
in America, still almost always inspires a degree of enthnaasm, 
even in hearts not particularly liable to melt. I think bj thk 
time you must have begun to suspect me of not a little fondDeM 
for " the heavenly maid." So far from denying the charge, I 
proceed to confess a most delightful flirtation on a late occasioo. 
It happened thus. The National Guard, and the troops of the 
line, went to the chateau of the Tuilleries to salute the king oo 
his birth-day. The clergy had finished their errand, and the de- 
putation marched out. The great court was then filled with 
all the drummers in Paris, who, together, some ^ye hundred, 
made a tremendous tapage for some time. When they had finish- 
ed, the band of each regiment marched up, one at a time» and 
played a piece of music of some minutes m length. This conceit 
lasted nearly two hours, the king, queen, count de Paris, and 
others of the royal family, being all the time at the open win- 
dows, listening. The king wore the imiform of the NaticMuJ 
Guard. Each of the above mentioned bands consists of about 
thirty performers, and the music is very excellent. It is not won- 
derful that his majesty was seen to applaud. Such military music 
is not to be heard in every city of Europe. At sunset the cannon 
at the Hotel des Invalid es fired a royal salute for the monarch. 
The little applause which he received from the crowd was heart- 
sickening. I believe I felt more loyalty myself, than most of the 
persons there. The Httle count de Paris was more favorably re- 
garded, and quite a perceptible murmur ran among the multatnde 
on his appearance. Indeed, he did look very pretty wi'h his 
httle white glazed cap, velvet spencer, and white panta I was 
stiinding near the entrance when he arrived. It is a carious 
sight for a republican to notice the parade made for a little child 
whose name is a great deal longer than hLs body. First came a 
domestic in red and gold livery on horseback to announce his 
approach, and prepare the route. A carriage, drawn -by four 
horses, and guided by two postilions in a hvery of blue 
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sOver, followed. Behind the carriage were two Uckeyi alto Ie 
blue. After these came another aerrant in blii0» too» whoae dn^ 
it would, perhaps, be difficult to tell. The tnimpeta aoiinded» 
the guard saluted, the crowd made way, the carriage atopped at 
the door, the domestic opened it, and ** panroa InlW aiid hia 
mother, alighted ; — ** Partoriont montea, naacitiir/' — bat my new- 
born loyalty blotted out the reat 



Note. — Fr(nn the puUioHm no pom ctm h$ mpmneti. TVa 
Boston Daily Journal, on pnbliahing a cooaideraUe eitiael horn 
this letter, soon after it appeared in the Nmmrk Ikdfy^ diaeoon- 
ed in the following pleaaant way : — 

** Doctors differ — and in no caae more widely tbaa in tbia. 
While some learned phydologiata are of opinion, that death by 
beheading is attended with lesa actual pain than any other man- 
ner of death, and is, therefore, the moat kMWtmi§ mode of diaem* 
hamiKsing society of a rillain ; others eontend, and adduce an 
equally formidable array of facta, to show that intenae agony ia 
exp<*nenred, after decollation, in both the head and the body ; 
and death by the guillotine, so far from being eaaier than bang* 
in^. is onr n/ the mont painful known! No one haa yet been able 
to describe* the peculiar sensationa, which attend the aeparatioo of 
the hf>n(l fmm the body ; but many curious facta hare been col* 
lerted, which may senre to throw aome little, and but a little^ 
lij^ht on thi* subject. 

*' It in n>lated, that a professor of Physiology, at Genoa, who 
has made this interesting subject hb particular atudy, atatea thai 
< havini:^ exposed two heads, a quarter of an hour after decolla- 
tion, to a strong litest, the eyelids cloaed suddenly. The tongue^ 
whirh protruded from the lipa, being pricked with a needle, wan 
(iniwn hack into the mouth, and the countenance expressed and* 
(It'll pain.* The head of a criminal, named Tillier, being aubmii- 
t<<l t«» rx.unin.ition after the guillotine, the eyes turned in ereiy 
(ii!* Hon. from wlx'nre he was called by name. 

" l-'on(i'n«ll«* <i«'rlan*s, that he has frequently seen the heada of 
fTuillotHUMl p«TM»rui move their lips, as if th4*y were uttering 
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monstrances against their cruel treatment. If this be so, there ii 
nothing very incredible in the report, sometimes treated as fkbo- 
lo^s, that when the executioner gave a blow on the face to 
Charlotte Corday, after the head was severed from the bodj, tJk 
cotintenance expressed violent indignation/ 

*' In addition to the above facts — ^it may not be improper to 
add, that we have seen it stated, and it may be true, althonglb 
we must confess, we have not hitherto altogether credited it, that 
some galvanic experiments were once tried on tlje body of an 
habitual snuff- taker, after he had undergone the operation of be- 
ing guillotined. On receiving the first shock, the headless tnmk 
joined its thumb and fore-finger, and deliberately raised its right 
arm, as if in the act of taking its customary pinch — and seined 
mush astonished and perplexed at finding no nose to receire its 
wonted tribute ! 

" But the most mar>Tlous tale is told of Sir Kenelm Digby, 
who was beheaded for high treason, in 1606. After the hesd 
was struck off, the executioner proceeded, according to the bar- 
barous usages of the day, to pluck the heart from his body, and, 
when he had done so, he held it up in full view of the numerous 
assemblages of people, who had gathered round the scaffold to 
witness the exhibition — and shouted with a loud voice, ThU ii the 
heart of a traitor ! Upon which the head, which was quietly 
resting on the scaffold, at the distance of a few feet, showed sundry 
signs of indignation, and, opening its mouth, audibly exclaimed* 
* That is a lie r 

" These anecdotes, however, do not prove that there is any 
thing very painful in undergoing the operation of beheading ; and* 
if tlu'V can be credited, they show that the pjiin Ls not so intense 
as to aifect the reasoning faculties. And fortunately for criminal* 
condemned to decapitation, although unfortunately for some of 
tlir theorists, a case occiirrt'd some years ago, in Ticonderoga, 
N. v.. which settles the (|uesti<»n, as far as the body is concerned, 
and proves that no sensations whatever can exist in the body, 
after its connection with the l.)raiu is di^^olved. The case is a 
curious one, and we give it as related in tlie Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal at the time : 
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" ' E. D., H^vd ally, a man nf bcile conalilation nnd robiut, ia 
Dwking lui effort tatcale s board feivc*. waa auddenly pn'cipiuied 
buckirnrdi la Uio |(roiuul ; Ktnking fint upon Iho superior and 
anlerior jKirlion of Ihu head, wbich laml«d the denUtua Anter- 
iorly on tlii: third cervical verUibm. H« wm at length diiuovor' 
ed. &nd takca in («• the pntknt ivid) »tlet ho bad Uin m-^y mi 
hour, in a coodilioa perfeetly beiefl of Tolontary motioa ; but* 
K'ing pmcnl, 1 did nul vven siuipect, llutt tbe |>ow«r of miim- 
tion wu aitn gotM, uotil tlif> patient (wfaoM speech ntmuned 
ulinoct. or i|uiU>, perfect, and who «ras oncommoaly loqnaekKU 
lit that time) mid, did he not know to tbn dmltnry, be ahauld 
think that he had do bodjr. Hia fleah wiu thrn punctured, and 
aometimi'a deeplj, eren trom the feet to ibc neck : but the patient 
gn'^r no nvidrnco of feeling, and, when intcrrogalvd, answered, that 
lie felt Dothinfc ; " and," added he, " 1 never w»» laon perfect- 
ly fn-c from paio in my life ;" but be remarked that he could not 
lire, And nccordiogly lurnt for lib family, twelve mile* diiilaat, 
nnd nrran^^ nil hi* viuioM concenu in a perfectly mum manner. 

" ' The brad waa llifown back b such a pcnition a» to forbid bia 
Kceinft hi* body. The puW waa much more ilugipsb, tlian 
natural. Be«piration and apeecb but slightly aflivted, wer« 
(inulually failini^ ; but he could articubile dielinclly, ulltil wilhin 
■ f<-w minuln o( hi* death. All the Minaeit of tile bead remuin- 
vd quite perfect to the laat. lie died forty -dgbt houn aflor tho 
fall. 

" ■ Repeated Utempla were made b> reduce Ibe dielocatieo. bU 
the traaavoM pttwwaee had becoaie to bterloebMl. that em^ 
effort prond abortiro. Him waa mdoabtadly b tfab owe, a 
perfeet eumprfiod of the apkud wunm. wbieb preeeaied lbs 
e^frvaa of o t rmm hduanee fimn the brain, vhOe tbe poewnogaa- 



Tu tbia srtiola. * oom^nilent of the Newark Daily replied 
111 ihiH Ktrain. 

■' It) ijuounK from the Parit letter the acconnt of an exeentioa 
)>v die (guillotine, the Boakm Journal appendaannmber of itrftiig 
•■luten, not BO much indeed to prove that pun aocompaiUM Uw 
mode of eiecution n ' ' 
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sensation, and even Intelligenee, hsLve, in several instances, sur- 
vived the separation of the head from the body. They are all 
very much in point, as the lawyers say, but that of Sir Kenelm 
(Sir Everard ?) Digby, who was beheaded in 1606 for being con- 
cerned in the famous, or rather infamous. Gunpowder Plot, is 
very remarkable, and I take leave to transcribe it. * After the 
head was struck off, the executioner proceeded, according to tlie 
barbarous usages of the day, to pluck the heart from his body, 
and, when he had done so, he held it up in full view of the 
numerous assemblage of people, who had gathered around the 
scaffold to witness the exhibition — and shouted with a loud voice* 
this is the heart of a traitor/ Upon which, the head, which was 
quietly resting on a scaffold at a distance of a few feet, showed 
sundry signs of indignation, and, opening its mouth, audibly ex- 
claimed, ^ That is a lie r'' 

This piece of history shows conclusively the superiority of thb 
mode of capital punishment, as it leaves the culprit afterwards 
perfectly free to t<ike care of his posthumous reputation, which 
would be very convenient in all cases, but, more especially, when 
a man suffers by judgment of law. No other kind of death, by 
public execution or otherwise, secures this inestimable privilege. 

But what I had in view in citing the case of Sir Everard, was 
this, that a great many years ago, alas I I am afraid to tell how 
many, I read a portion of history', corroborating in a remarkable 
manner tlie anecdote of the English knight. I do not now allude 
to that singular people, who are in the habit of carrying their 
luNids uiul<T their arms, but to the conjuror in the Arabian Nights, 
who, in consnju^'nce of a failure, I don't recollect what, in some 
of his necromancy, was decollated by order, and in the verv pres- 
ence of tlie sultan. The head of the sorcerer, after separation 
from his body, sat up erect uj)on the floor, and with a mvsterious 
expression of countenance, informed his highness, that, as he 
railier thou._r|)t, lie should have no further occasion for liLs books 
of ni.iLric, he Would niak«' a j>n>ent nf them to him; and, since 
he c(Mil(l not very well go to fetch them himsrlt*. if his hii^hness 
would take the trouble to send for them, he would instruct him 
in their use. On being brought he told the sultan, it was first 



rLBA8UtBS OF DECAPITATION. 881 

necfu&Tj for him to turn over every leaf in the books (rom the 
beginning lo Iht- i^nd. But he found it iras impooiuble to ilo thk, 
>• they stuck togfithiT, without oftea wetting hia fingera at hk 
month. This iufused into the moo&rch'fl vciiui a subtle and vim- 
lent vcnura, 0* the booki were putsom^, in comtmjucnce of wliieh 
he died very toon in torture, overwhelmed with the taunts and 
cnrw* of the decupitiiU^U hntd. 

In thb inKtUin.e, Iho Iom nf n hrwl M^<■^u «n fur from kaving 
bocn Blt^aded with pain, that, on the contmry. the insulted mam- 
her (^njuyud thn plcoMiro of rRvrage, which it probably nmr 
would have done, if it had be<-n suffomi to remain u[toii tho 
magician'K »huuld«n. Thi> i> probably the moat eligible (itoA- 
tion for ■ head, but u it would npp<«r from tha aatfaoritio* m 
the Journal, aod elaewbere. the nett bent diapooition thai oan b« 
made of it, i* to itice it off nblfully witli the guillotine. 



XXXIX. 

The Garden of Plants — School op Botaht — MxirAOBRiK— Bi(s« asv 
Monkeys — Beneficial Effects prom Alcohoi.. 

Of all the celebrated wonders, which adorn this capital, none 
are more worthy of attention and combine more beauty with real 
utility, than the far-famed Jardin des Plantes. Agreeably to 
your request, I proceed to give a cursory account of it, for m 
minute one could only be done with a statistical account of bird 
and beast. The name would lead one to suppose, that it was 
merely a large garden, as it indeed imports, remarkable for the 
taste displayed in the arrangement and great variety of trees, 
shrubs, and flowers, that adorn it. The botanist, who regards 
this portion only, will tell you so. The comparative anatoiUBt 
will however show you its cabinets devoted to his favorite depart- 
ment, rich in the dry bones of this and past ages ; in skulls and 
skeletons of all animals, and men of all nations. The geologist 
will expatiate with rapture on the collections of stones arranged 
in glass cases under glittering walls, which have not the least in- 
terest perhaps to you. The little child will point you to the big 
elephant and the roaring tigers. In short, every taste finds grati- 
fication here, and it is now my task to present such a camera 
obscura view, as you can obtain from a distance, with as little 
dullness as possible. 

Such a collection of various rare and beautiful objects cannot 
be the work of a day ; in fact, for ages since 1635, the world has 
been constantly contributing to make these cabinets perfect. In 
this year, at the solicitation of Herouard and Guy de la Brosae, 
the physicians of Louis XIII., this monarch founded this garden. 
In 17.39 the immortal Buffon wjis appointed superintendent, who 
devoted himself with great energy to the advancement of its 
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proeperity, till hn dnith in 1 788. Tbo lint of other:! uf inferior 
reputatioD, but who by their Mial have nidod in iU udvancrmcJit, 
ia too long for thii communicnlion. The revoluliumuy vpiritt 
which ravaged nlmuiit all tht- univeraitiea and public inslitutioos. 
for various reasona nwpcrtvd lhi«, and ptugwd it by untouched. 
It suffered however very much from niiiflect, and di?terionit«d 
from the want of fuods. Bunapiuii! with tho luuno »!al, with 
ivhich he gave himiclf to the ctnbrllikhineat of thu city ia guMsrat, 
ftnd enhancing the beauty of ila Dumerous ^lerica and public 
pluces, strove to repnir thn fnulta of the mgn cf I'crror, and by 
the fruila of conquiot tilled it with moat valuable ubjecta. At 
his fall, some of thcM! wcm Trtamnl, but nmny beini; rvtninui), 
the garden on tite whole was much the g^ner. The ma^Bcmiit 
eabinet of the StadthuUer wu ehumtsl. but ita equivalent in du- 
phenl«» only WM rrtunu^d. Scvml viOuable jcwrU wem n>- 
claimed by the Pope, and boolu and objects of natural hiatoQ' 
returned to individuul.i, wlm wert- tho original owTjera. The in- 
istilulion now flourif^hri with unnccu^lomcd vigor. It in a [avortt* 
object of govenuneut. and hkrge itunu are aonually dovot«d U 
increasing and bea.uiifying rLt cabinets, and paying for tho aup* 
port of the numerouH profewore of various scieucea altaiihvd to 
it. Muny couraea ■>( leetun-* arc dchviuvd betwL-en iha mooUia 
of April and Oclobrr, to which all have frv« adnuMkui. 

Tht gardtn ia rilualiid in the eilrvme eastern part of the uly 
nn the banka of the Seine. Mcpuntti^ from the river hy (be Quni 
Bernard. It is incloao prozioiity to the mmMrDa* boapic« or afana* 
house la Salpilrikn apokea of in uiolfcer letlar. 8o*ei^ eatnn- 
ces give inlet from diffaratt diractiaBa to tha atadcnt. Uw labanr* 
the curious, and the loT«rof plaaaura. lla apMOW nlkl «• 
alwaya thronged. lU diflarent portiona formed tailo dhMoM 
and appropriated to partionlar porpaaea. On ihn riybt i* tks 
menngerie ; on the Mt apecimena of noUe fureat tnea. Bfr 
fore are the beds for unall planta and the ontaerira which mBtain 
ilie different varietioa nf medicioal, petrttnial. etotic awi iadiyea* 
ous plunts. shoota aod flowera. A piwtitio of thia i> arparattd 
froni what ia called tho ivAooI </ totaxy, h> wbk-h ia altacbed « 
small green-hooae. New tbb b a grNB-booM of lar|o vOmA, 
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built of cast iron, and wanned by steam. Its high waUt 
lofty enough to contain the largest tropical plants, of which there 
is a great variety. Every tree and plant within the consertaioirm 
and in the open air has either the name attached to it, or a nmn- 
ber ; so that the curious can easily learn the character of ererj 
specimen. Among the most remarkable of the contents of the 
garden is a cedar of Lebanon, which was presented in 1734 by 
Collinson, an Englishman. It is now eleven feet in circomferencf 
at the base ; also two Sicilian palms, twenty-five feet in height, 
which were given to Louis XIV. The total number of plants is 
twelve thousand. 

The menagerie attracts the most attention ; but it has suffered 
much from the prevalence of cold during the last winter, and 
many of the animals have died. The first public menagerie was 
formed at Versailles by Louis XIV. at the instigation of the 
Academy of Sciences, which increased in value till the revolation, 
when many of the animals were starved to death. In 1794 the 
remnant were removed to this place. Since the present reign 
this portion of the garden has been greatly extended, and con- 
stant additions are being made. It now forms a most picturesqiie 
appearance. The ground is divided by winding walks and light 
fences into enclosures, in which are the tame animab ; such as 
various kinds of deer, the American bison, sheep, goats, zebras, 
camels, &v. These parks are of considerable extent, allowing 
oxc*rcise and pasturage upon the green grass, that carpets them. 
Th^' animals are generally in pairs ; and at this season their jtmng 
offsprinir are often gamboling with them. In another place, are 
specimens of the ostrich from South America and Africa, whose 
fine plumage resembles more the feathers in the hvdies* hats, than 
those on the meagre birds seen in our traveling menageries. In 
a still larger enclosure, in the form of a circle, with a pond in the 
centre, are the tropical and aquatic birds, whose shrill cries re- 
mind one of the descriptions of Robinson Crusoe. Here are the 
graceful swans, many varieti(*s of ducks and geese, and the fish- 
eating birds of the warm latitudes. The emj)ire of this enclosure 
has many claimants. The vain bird of Panidise spreads out its 
broad title, whenever he can find any one to pay him attention ; 
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the struUiiig turkey-cock thinks \m protennoBi indiipvtiiUe ; 9ml 
the valiant little btntam dmrat aaj one to doabi his mperiir 
claims. In spacious cages separated from the walk bf^ an kw 
fence, which keeps the mnltitode firom appmaehwig within a 
distance of fouv feet, are confined lioos» hjeass, IwpmtiM^ aaa^ 
condas of monstrous length, liards and othen^ The mlmt$ 
contains vultures, eagles, bnnards, hawks, m numsrona 
8inging birds and others of the gay plumage of Ibrsign 
A crowd is always collected round the laige spaoe^ in whish 
nrc kept the monkeys. The whole Is oorered wHh a wire wmt^ 
which keeps them from escaping ; and In this spaeiows eag% 
almost free from restraint, they gambol, running tnm ** pillar le 
post," now mounting to the summit, and a moment aflsr '^^^ 
to the bottom by means of a pendent rope. Thus they sport itif 
after day, screaming and quarreling, without wearying either 
themselves or the delighted spectators, who stand for hours %^ 
^ther under the rays of a broiling sun in this unsheltefed plaeik 
The embryo man is a decided and universal fsvonte among Ike 
Parisians, who have doubtless been recently more gratified wMi 
the reported discovery of a new fanuly of monkeyi» than if il hid 
been another planet, or the northwest passage. In a buildnig^ 
denominated from its shape, the Rotnnda, are ennined n fvsil 
many kinds of the more bulky animals, unong whish the loiy 
giraffe, and the ponderous elephant, are moot oonepieuoni. Belii 
these are extremely tame, and reocive Kbersl dsnnlKms ef brsn^ 
with which the visitants are generally well tnpplisd. In Ike 
company of the largest elephant are two tapirs, i^ ahaie wMk 
her the muddy pond in the centre ef tt» grewid. The king k 
desirous of adding the Amflriean Indisns^ now en eirhibitiwi iMsn 
by Mr. Catlin. to tha ooUeelioB; but Oa ptioe ia probeUy ten 
high. The Urge Siberian and Amerlean bean are in annkssi 
courts with cells, and aflotd mneh smnssmewl to tt» pnhMsIn 
cUmbing the dead tree, plassd In the middle, eafehmg tt» hntA 
thrown to them, and plnying with one another. 
as the menagerie is at prsssnt, additional room baa 
priated for its extension, and it will soon c o mprise n spesimen ef 
almost every rare crsaftnre in the world. Ssn ospfains and 
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Tellers make frequent contributionB ; and it receives ample 
sions from the gifts of foreign princes, and the munificence of the 
government. 

In connection with the living animals we must not foiget the 
dead, which are still more numerous, and form a Cabinet of 
Zoology, the most complete perhaps in the world, reckoning one 
hundred and fifty thousand specimens. The edifice appropriated 
to it is simple in its construction, three stories in height, and 
three hxmdred and ninety feet in length. At every step I per- 
ceive memorials of the renowned Baron Cuvier, according to 
whose system, the splendid contents are arranged. The coDee- 
tion of mammalia, representing five hundred species, is upwards 
of fifteen hundred in number. This receives constant adiiisioai 
from the death of members of the menagerie, as well as contri- 
butions from abroad. 80 perfectly are the animals preserfed* 
that their appearance is equally fine with the live ones in tlie 
adjoining yard. The collection of birds, numbering over wa. 
thousand, is a sight that gratifies universally. Independently 
of any scientific view, their rich gaudy colors have a charm, which 
the most uneducated can appreciate. There they sit, day after 
day, a row of black, a row of blue, or any other color ; 
sleepless glass eyes always open and brilliant ; their limbs 
weary, though standing incessantly on one leg by the month 
together. From the ceiling are suspended turtles of eveiy de- 
scription, from individuals that weigh seven or eight hundred 
poxmds, to the minutest samples, which squat on planks, float- 
ing on the sides of any of our muddy ponds. Lizards of every 
hue ; frogs, professors of the art of natation, and snakes, whose 
method of progression, more wonderful than the locomotive, 
puzzled the wise Solomon to discover, are congregated here in 
infinite variety. Alcohol, whio.h destroys the living man, pre- 
serves the defunct animals, to which use it is most properly ap- 
plied. The department of fishes comprises duplicate specimens 
of twenty-five hundred species. Of the smaller, one is preserved 
in spirits, and the other dried and varnished. 

Twenty-five thousand specimens compose the cabinet of artae- 
ulated animals without vertebrae, and very numerous samples 
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fonn thftt of the mBrticnlmted «-■—«<- Theaa two clMiei oom- 
prise all the msects and ahelli ; UMOg tbem an the TwiitiM of 

the nautillU, tridiu'lina. aUo Ihr i-oniN iiliJ npuii^'i^. 

The whole coU(X.-tiuD in in ibo mmt perfoct condition, encloeed 
in glass cBsea, aad urmngr-d in ■yKtcmada order : ki that one can 
distinctly tnuM tlic progresMTe gmdcs in animntad nalurv. Be- 
ginning with the apiiii^c. the toweat order of animal organization, 
and proceeding frinn onn Kpccimrn to luiolbpr. link by liulc, wa 
Bee the great chaiti of Datun.' ruouing through the monkey, ba- 
boon, hottentot, Africiui, Asian, American Inilian, and ending in 
the European, &e nobl^t iip«oimeu of man. Doea the ebun 
itop there ? Oii the rontraty, mtut wc not belicTc, «rith tbw 
Bible and Lock^, that it travnw* the shining order of apiriiaa] 
beinge, rank above rank, tlimugh ihe M-raphio hoMt up bi the 
DtTinity himielf !' 

The Calnnet of Companuivc AnAtotny is one of the most iniw- 
csting, and, like Ihx fnrm'>r, k infinib-ly indebCrd to the iniMwant 
exertions of Cuiier. The (>(]iflue, which contain* it, is of older 
construction, than the olhn«. At the gnutt duur of cntraim 
are deposited twu immense jnw bones of a whalo. Many oUwr 
specimens may be M«n within, including the skdeton of a wmcuw, 
brought by Capt I'arry from tiie North Pale. Skdotou uf tha 
humim species fn>iu alm'Mt every nation in tha world allow cMD- 
parisonsto be inKtimii-d hriwrrn iJie ranctirai i>f ilie human ani- 
mal ; among the inixl I'urviui <>f whieh is U«In*. the erli-bnit«d 
Polish dwarf, who Srad to the aga of «i^^ ymn. Hm Tafint 
Oen. Tom Hinmb, beats Uai, I boar, b fi 

There are Tarions aaabHuieal piwyaialioaa of i 
eyes, viscera, &e. of ■almali, dispoo 
comparison easy. An extaMif* cdlaetkn of oaMo of &a haad* 
of many distii^niibed iadhiduab poooeoooo a ran btonat to tha 
craniologist. Tim Cabinet b the rieheot b i 
serres a particular doauiiptiun, wilbo 
feeble idea indeed can be tmpatted ; bat this ii aoi Che plant im 
BO minute an account, aa wookl be naseMaiy to aaka ■ ihrtA 
useful, or even intelligible. 

To the illiterate, the univene aeena fnO <rf i 
16 
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and animal creations, scattered abroad in fortuitoiis fragiiient% 
and involved in inextricable confusion. Such was once the oon- 
dition of all knowledge, or rather ignorance, before science-—^ 
first the offspring, afterwards the guide of man — ^pronounoed die 
mighty mandate, " Let there be light," and at once these di^$ct^ 
membra hastened to arrange themselves in their natural and beu- 
tiful order, and a consistent whole sprang forth in jiuit and grud 
proportions. The possibility of calling order out of all this chsos» 
and combining its confused elements into a system, must have 
appeared one of the absurdest of drean&s. At this epoch of sci- 
ence, a sudden introduction to such a universe, though but in min- 
iature, as the Garden of Plants presents, would hare disclosed 
an absolutely new creation ; in a- revised edition it is troe, and 
much amended and improved in accordance with the laws of sci- 
ence. And this microcosm cannot be viewed ev^n now, without 
experiencing, as it were, a new revelation of the Creator, in the 
unexpected lights, that burst upon the spectator, of the relations 
and design of his omnipotent productions. What was before 
imagined to be a chaos of chance is proved to be the sjmmetij 
of a fixed purpose ; and the infinite wisdom and power, which 
the infant or barbarous man could always behold and adore id 
the stellar and planetary worlds, are now found to pervade the 
whole, even the minutest, and, if I may say so, the most neglect- 
ed portions of the works of God. 

I pass over the superb collection of casts of the heads of distin- 
guished and extraordinary persons, and other objects very relnc- 
tantly, with a simple mention, because there really seems no 
middle course between such a notice and a volume, which would 
be r(*quired for a description of any one of them. — ^To continue 
my sketch. 

In a new building, which is not wanting in pretensions to ar* 
chitectural beauty, erected for the express purpose, is the Mimi- 
raUxjical and Oeoloffical Gallery , containing more than sixty thou* 
sand specimens. These are arranged in a long hall, running 
nearly the entire length of the structure, in cases on the walls, 
and in tjibles along the sides and in the centre, also upon the 
galleries which surround it. The specimens are all under glass» 
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and labeled sdentiBciOty aud populiu-ly. The prmcip&l unuineat 
of the room is an eiquisiu-ly chiM-l'^ cUtuc of thv immotul 
Cuvier, by Darid. lU- U repwwnted in an erect poaitiun. cluthvd 
in the rich robea of th« I-Uiyal Council nf tbo Univrindty ; hia 
head is alightly bent, hia face noble and full of Ihoujjhl. He 
holds a spheroid, in which ia a iMnsidi-ntble opi^ning. vmblMuati- 
cal of his profound rrftparnhcs into iho bosom of thr eArth. By 
his side, on a slab, k> the must «liKiiieiit of all inicriplioDa, — iba 
titles of hia literary nnd nvirntific works. Dcforo this rfirf d'onrrt 
are two marble tablet, inlaid with lloreutine mo»iuv. muat beau- 
tifnily eiecnted^-«nd n tAhlc. (if which tho top is r sppcimrn of 
every marble of Spain, cut in a Miuare, and forming im euiuiaila 
palrhwork. TiuM mm a prr.iwnl ftiim one of ihc king* of tbat 
country many yean tince to (hU muftrum. Thi5 nalleiiisa on 0D8 
side contain all tHe known rorku und earths, gtxiliigir-iilly arrang- 
ed ; and on the other, lh<- ftuAils whii-h are found in tlirm. 

The minerxlogical I'ollcctiim i> divided inUi four gpuid claaaet, 
til ; earths, containing; lui srid ; mrihy substances or slonea ; 
inflammable mateiialii. and ni<?tikls. Ther« am rorioua kind* of 
spar 1 prccioua atone* rif nil iinrtji, inrludinf; diamonds of every 
color, without mentionini* infi'riur oni^s, called rutiiea luid onw- 
raldn, which are quit'' ■d»t intu thr uliiidp hv the unrivnilfd bril- 
liancy nf the ch(MC«at of genu. Taaea and erjiUta al nnlfirlriM 
quart!, a^te, chalcedony, la[Ms laanfi, fa., attiMl tha unakilM 
eye. A large piece of natin gM m iMMly a para state is dia- 
plsyed. which weigha nzteen and a qnartar omeea. Hut eaU- 
net waa much improred by a donataoo nada in 18SB by Chailaa 
X., of a fine collection, bo^ht by the oMl fiat for aixty thooMdl 
dollars. Additiona are cooataBllj nada. Knty ewnuagonaBi 
is given to the stndent by the profMaoii, wbo an aaadaoH ki 
their efforta to eiplain and aid tba aliaimn la tma of th« gll- 
IfriM are specimetu of the skeleton of lk« namnoth, fbond ia 
the caves of Ohio, but maoh iufertor to tboaa to be sen at hooa; 
also of the elepbanta fonad io Siberia. 

This is a very meagre aecomit of tbe nmersk, I oonfces ; Bad* 
if there were room, which there is not, to draw «nB an mil hi 
of them, it would ill beeone m 
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who regard earths as good for nothing, but the nutritaoo of 
cotton and grass ; rock not as a chronometer to tell how old the 
world is, but, merely as furnishing a missile to throw at a dog, 
who disturbs my night's repose with baying at the mooOt or a 
weapon to extinguish the caterwauling gentry, against whom I 
would willingly with all my might cast the choicest piece of gia- 
nite in the whole cabinet, even if I knew that its felspar and mica 
had been coupled in their everlasting union more than one km- 
dred thousand years ago. Cats however — and it is a remarkable 
fact — are never heard of in Paris, any more than fires. The rea- 
son of this must be left to the decision of the Epicurean philoso- 
pher, simply remarking, that this scarcity accounts for the lean- 
ness of the collection in that brunch of natural history. 

At one end of this last mentioned gallery, and in a TnAnnor 
continuous with it, is the Botanical Gallery^ founded by VaillauL 
The general herbal contains more than fifty thousand species. 
There are besides separate ones of New Holland, India, Egypt, 
and many more, which served as models for various works, as 
that of Humboldt and others. Here, too, are specimens of the 
woods, barks, roots and foliage of the trees of every climate. 
With this collection and the h\ing specimen in the green houses, 
one, well studied, would never be at a loss to know the name of 
a plant, or its nature, if wandering alone in the forests of the 
tropics. Every wood is here found cut in different directions, 
thus showing its various appearances. The most curious of the 
whole are two cabinets, representing the fungus family, made in 
wax, and presented to the museum, one by Charles X., and the 
other by the Elmperor of Austria. The former was executed by 
De Pinson, and is estimated at the value of four thousand dol- 
lars. Each specimen is exhibited in two views ; one whole, the 
other cut lengthwise, showing its interior construction. The num- 
ber of dried plants is more than three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand, and of grains, woods, and fruit, five thousand. The marble 
statue of Jussieu is of great beauty. The illustrious botanist is 
sculptured in the act of examining a flower, which he holda in 
his hand. It is a whole length, executed by HeraL 

The Ubrary numbers thirty thousand volumes, and fifteen thou- 
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Band pamphlets ; but ita mosi remarkable poiiioQ ia ito portfolioab 
ninetj in number, which contain liz thoosaad drawinga, original 
designs, mostl j upon vellum, figuring fruit and flowera. Nothing 
can exceed the wonderful beauty of thia unriTalled ooUectioi^ 
commenced in 1635, and valued now al more than four hundred 
thousand dollars. 

I have thus run through the enumeratioa of a amaU part of 
what to $€€ ahne requirea days, and many yeara to k»aw. Sufll- 
cient has been said, perhapa^ to give some idea of ita gpnalOMI^ 
its excellence and beauty. 



XL. 

HOPITAL DE LA PiTII — LlSPRAITC — VeLPIAU — ^LOUIS BoVmOKOIfl BCaB* 

RiAOE AND Wedding Festivities— The two Milliitkrs — ^A tkvdxb* 

HEARTED LaWTER. 

Behind the Jardln des Plants is the Hopital de la PiiU, 
founded in 1612, formerly an asylum for orphan children; but 
since 1809 attiiched to the Hotel Dieu, and containing patients of all 
classes. It is most noticeable for being the one to which IJt- 
franc is attached. This great man, if talent can make one so, and 
one of the most skilful surgeons, not only in Paris, but the worid, 
is now advanced in years. His fine head is crowned, like Mount 
Blanc, by the snows of many winters, his locks being perfectlj 
blanched. Ilis face is expanded and noble ; his eyes black and 
gleaming ; his nose slightly Roman ; his mouth large. As a man 
he IS said to be very rough and jockeyish, and as a public character^ 
in which light only have I seen him, he is evidently a person of 
extremely high and irritable feelings. He is abundantly skilful in 
his operations, possessing at the same time an unerring judgments 
In his lectures his tones of voice are most remarkaible. After 
going on in a ver}' low strain for a considerable time, so subdued 
indeed, tliat great effort is required to hear him at all, he bunts 
out all of a sudden, at the top of a most sonorous voice, mjiViiig 
the walls ring again, waking all his sleepy listeners, and that too 
on a word, often the most imimportant of the whole sentence. 
With Velpoau he has often come into collision, in the Concoare, 
and the kittle has been desperately contested, \ictory sometimes 
bestowing her laurel on one, sometimes on the other. The con- 
sequence is, that a deadly animosity bums between them ; and 
they give it vent, at the same time adding new fuel to the flame, 
by calling each other hard names with the rough side of their 
tongues. Velpeau, speaking of him in his public lectures, calls 
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him " that maa, more nmmAaU» for th* Mand «( Ui Toioe, thM 

■ay things he ei<T snii!." Lixfniiic. who henni the rnmkHi from 
Bome kind fiieodly tt'jxoip, m-uvti lli« flr^t oci'MJon, thnl ptcMDls 
iteelf, to throw Lh.- arrow Iwiok. He nlraoat nbricln with «ieile- 
ment : hia aniu i\Tti Miwd xbov* hia head, or danhod upnn tba 
t^le before him : h« takeit huf|^ piiiuhea of muff iu rapid aucce*- 
tion, while hia couuti-itaocv ii coutnrtfd with an^v; but 

" TbB ba InvulnvrmbU nil) 

Fnili hli HiU npi bj ttrndj tkilL" 

R&relf doM Liafnuiu begin a tcetuni without abuaing Ua 
competifaw; stjliiiK him, in rev^age, "tha little butcher of 1ft 
ChaHte." Thib halivd, ao vintleot belwmn thme diatii^puahed 
men, ia not an uncomnion nccurrenoe in the titj. It ia om of 
the eyils reaultitiji from the kyNtum of CotKoun, to whluh I infer- 
red in one of my conunuoit-Jtiiooa on the boapilah. A »imilar ill- 
will existed batwoon th« cclKbralvd Dupuyir«-n and Roui, wbieh 
ceaaed only with tli« lifi' of ihi- formnr. Thejr howarcr r«Btnri»> 
ed their bitter fi'i-liu^ more willib their own boacma. and lavw 
aUowed an entu-^ Ircture to Im )>a11ut«d with auoh rniUng, aa dta* 
grace* the two conipptiton of tb« preaoat day. It h a rada»- 
cboly aighl to wv two old p«op1e i^uaTrelii^. and Time atMidtay 
near, ready to tut the victor down. Qnj haira diontd exhibit 
the mellowneaa uluag with the decay of a^ ; and can nerer bop* 
to command reapcct, unleaa the fniH, aa well an fraat of tima, ii 
■een in their eotnpany. 

I waa deligfatm]. aa yon may auitpoae, lo ae* einula EDtm aail 
her huabaod hrrc. " What I eonn for jtnr hslth T it ta p«>- 
feclly ridicnlooa :" and I foeoMded a» wall fi eomtodiig bar of 
her hnuM tantt, that the had half a aU to fonge tba <Ajwt flf 
her joomey, wbieb waa to MBmh IIm graal Iiwda. Si ehai|^ 
however, ia lo modacalc— ontj two dollaw Ihat an htcrrto* 
with him waa ODnaidand by m all lo ba idriaBble ; liar Ui dad* 
aioo IB a Jtal. Aocotiliaglf I aDed aa hfan at Un laUesoe. Am 
dt ifiaart. No. ». wSia mi&if Ibr Un b n haadaoaaly hr- 
nished parlor, I tuned over ilw books vftm tba tobU. WKhOifc 
eieeption, they wera worts of oaHoatnn. Sk {ntoB6oB BOit ht, 
it would aeem, to remova ' ' 
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natural to a patient, when approaching a person who is about to 
pronounce judgment, as it were, upon his chances of life. Thai 
restored to a balance in his feelings, the man of science can fonn 
a better opinion of his case. Will this fact account for the 
gayety of many celebrated medical men ? With a mmUur desgn 
the celebrated painter, Stuart, was accustomed to interest his 
sitters with the enchantment of hLs varied conversation. 
brought into action the distinctive lineaments of the face, and 
played their characters, if they had any. If they happened to 
possess none, which was often unfortunately the case, tant pii 
for the portrait, — no one could be more negligent of his work ; hot 
on the contrary, if they were men of rank, or women of beauty, 
the qualities, for which they were known, were certain to live and 
breathe upon the canvas. 

" He would wait," he said, " upon the lady to-morrow mora* 
ing, at half- past nine o'clock ; or if she would prefer it, she 
might call upon him ; the charge would be the same." An 
American would demand at least ten dollars for the same exam- 
ination at his own office. Is the high price of medical knowledge 
in America, the consequence, as that of com in Europe is, of the 
badness of the crop ; or is it natural for the advice of the facnltj 
to rise, like a balioon, in proportion to its want of weight ? 

Louis is the most eminent living physician, who attends to 
diseases of the chest, and his works are translated into every 
tongue. He has held various situations in the hospitals of the 
city; where his lectures attracted crowds of students. Now, 
however, he is placed at so great a distance from the Latin 
Quarter, that fewer attend his cliniques. Nevertheless, none ccmi- 
sider that they have done all they ought to do, until they have 
availed themselves of the advantage of the Hdpital Beaujon, 

Louis is tall and commanding in person, though somewhat 
stooping. His face, formerly quite full, is now rather thin, and 
deeply marked with thought ; an expression which is increased 
by his use of spectacles — quite uncommon among the Paris 
physicians. His hair, formerly light, is now silvered over, 
whole appearance is German — I do not know his country- 
calculated to induce one to repose confidence in him at a glance. 
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The meeting twilt pUr-r< ; thr importunt eiamitution which had 
been sought at tii<-h h dutJinrr, no loog, no Bnxiaiu>lT, wus ort-r. 
" Madam, there in no di^cnu' of the InOfp," Was it not wnrth 
the labor and ezp''n*(' of » voyngc acnMts the Atlantic ? More 
than two years, tlwii hn\« chtpHcd siDcc lliat day, have art the 
seal of truth on our npiniun ; {lunltin me the " our," If only to 
gratify my vanity b a momftitury oiuociatinn of the two namea. 

The French woimm trips through the f^raritiea and even Kolem- 
nitit-fl of life with Ihr mmr flnuTiah, and amount of fcavcast, that 
>lie would allow in ^oing through a walla or polka. Therr are 
two Kistera, young women, a* [hry ai* cullcid in I'lma, of thct ngM 
of thirty-six and thirty ciitht, whom their father at lila dmlh, 
Kome twenty yeai-> ulT'i. Irfl alirmst dcnttttile. Th*y hare (wm 
itidustrinua millintr'- jiII tliM tim'', niul nnw poMfw in thonaand 
dollars, it may be. I- t"'-fi tbctii. Thijt. with the ineome ntthr^ 
buninesa, enables them to live quite eomliartiUy. They hare 
their shop, and orer K three or four other rooms, inelndi^ ft- 
kitchen. Two of the apartmenta are let, and if the teooot h a 
foreigner, and can persnade the ladies to •offBr bin to lake Ua' 
dinner with them, it ia accounted an eoTiable privilege ; Air k la 
not eaay for a visitor from another conntry to get domieifiated ll 
a French fanDy. 

One day the oldest of theae gtrla diae o rered, that she had mo- 
ney enough to buy a hashaod, a loxoty nera- to be bad withoM 
a dowry. Matrimony here ia oommenced with the rale of Batter 
and Exchange, and ended with that of Tan and FiH. She a^ 
lectcd an aoocaf by profeaMon, but by praetiee a teacher, of abovt 
fifty years of age. On the aecoad of this mooth they were le- 
gally married by a j o itiee, and on the sixth ramarried in As 
church of St. Solptee. I saw the whole p erfo nnance wfth aD Hi 
fudj^ and mnmnwry, and as and eventa are ave to flO a ehwt^ 
I don't tee why it should not one of my pagea. Eaeb UHi^ m 
both knees held a huge candle. Thia, to keep the wliita Ud 
gloves from being soiled, had a bond of velvet roond it, On 
groom 'a of red color, the btide'a of white. On the Mt of An 
candle towards the audience is atiwk a coin given by tbe bride- 
groom ioT tbe pnrpoaa, TUs betaf riaUe to tka eoapay, « 
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piece of gold, I think, will be often substituted for the fi^e 
piece given on this occasion. The cunning originators of the rite 
were undoubtedly aware of our infirmity of ostentaticm. This 
money as well as five or ten francs for sajdng mass, as moeh 
more for the poor, the pay for chairs, and many other iteiiH» 
drops into the coffers of the church, which, like the crocodile's 
mouth, is always open. So exorbitant are these demands, ex- 
tracted for a rapacious hierachy by sacerdotal leeches, that the 
patience and pockets of the poor husband are pretty well ex- 
hausted. 

After the ceremony was over, at half- past one o'clock, the hi' 
\ited guests numbering thirty-five, proceeded to the apartmentB 
of the bridegroom to discuss a breakfast. Infinite delays occa- 
sioned by losing the key to the wines, and other accidents, pot 
it off to half- past four o'clock. It was almost time to dine, so 
we were not offended to remark, that it differed in other respects 
very Uttle from a dinner. This done, all separated to make pre- 
paration for the evening ball. For this, the entire house of the 
two sisters was put in requisition, the lodger's rooms and alL 
Two rooms were used for dancing, the tenants* for card-playingy 
and so on. Most French floors are uncarpeted ; as a compensa- 
tion they are beautifully waxed, and therefore always in prune 
order for a dance. All furniture was removed, benches covered 
with velvet ranged along the sides, and mirrors, which are adored 
all over the kingdom, covered the walls. 

At h:ilf-past nine o'clock the company began to assemble, and 
eighty or ninety were soon squeezed together, dancing, waltzing, 
and amusing themselves. If M. were here with her fasUdiom 
notions about waltzing, she would find herself in a minority of 
one ; which is quite too small to transact business, and barely 
enough even in Congress to make a report. Frenchmen, so ^ 
from deeming one arm around the waist objectionable, find H 
easier to waltz with both hands of the cavalier clasped behind 
her. When I shall teach you on my return the polka, deux 
temps waltz and the French quadrilles, we will have famous 
dancing. 

During the evening, some comic songs were sung; blil» 



DORATION or 



whether I >m not yrl RuffidentJ^ m proficient in ihr^ idiom 
to enjoy the jokes, or whether there wer«- nune, I am nut ablo 
to det«niiine ; it in my mmpickin, thNt the French htugh muily, 
especially at marriaj^es. Refreshments of hoi grug— a rerf 
weak bevet^e, nn<i dinngremhta to nuv—orgcMs. orangn sad 
other iratert, w^re pa«{«d around. Beiiide Uietw, tb«re w«n 
fruit!*, and nuts plaet, that ii, covert^d with lu^r. cnkni et (Im 
mrmt fragile character, vvry dry. and hnvin){ th<- fiture tH Un 
pith of a comsUtI k. They uw oo «ucli cake uh out*. 

Thus we went nn till hnlf aftrr fntir, when thr compoDy dis- 
peraed ; some of whom had come from Rouea, nbety roilea. 
The houM beii^ i-xcrdingly di*mn)paiied, h few, who mDaincd, 
sought repose till mnmint> a In mnit ArahiqHt, with very tligbl 
regnrd to rwik or ft. which uro notr iipart^d by UalU. in ^m%-* 

So merrily went the maniaga baU. Bat wImb TogiBia bigia 
to realize, in the soUtary ■tillneaa of the WKinnrdinn arenn^, that 
Julie, the partner of her b«d and bt w inew for ao many ^»^ff 
years, had gone away, and left bw ooapanioaleai in bcr Ikxm, 
she could no kmger rapport the tbooght, and fell into viohnt 
hysterics. It waa then that Ifonaevr Dnmaa, to comfbrt htt, 
used the memorable words, afterwarda io lai^faed at amoag 
their connexions, " Crti'jn hUn, nm ektrt Vtrytm*." Mid he, 
wringing his hands, and crying alood. wilk alraaming eyea, "Si 
voa» ttr* ataladt, je wrau tM^tmrt • Mfr> efcfpK." Tlirn IHlla 
speech was reiterated by him an often and so dramalioally, as to 
become a standing joke, which Vifgioie is uo doubt cracking a( 
this very hour. What gut-r it point waa, that the moon, whiok 
lighted the guests to tba marriage ball, was scareely in the waa% 
before he peraecnted bar with a lawsuit — nett M the hiqiiiaitinB, 
you know, in cmehy — abnui his wife's shan- of tha pvtnanli^ 
efr<-cta. This scandal should hare been prnreBled, if ptMafU*; 
by Madame Dnmaa, dnf Virginie wa< the one whom V 
first addressed ; and she kindly pMKpd him o*pt to bar ■ 
because «he thought thai, bnng the oldest, it waa her birth' 
to be mnrried first 

t my B 
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gant, especially the capridons Virginie. They had their Apart- 
ments for retreat on Sundays, from the heats of summer, at An- 
teuil. I must admit, that their situation was delightful, near 
the Bois de Boulogne. Then, was it not eztrayagant for Yirgime 
to pay a hundred dollars for a shawl, which she sometimes wore 
on such warm days, as to he obliged to carry it on her arm ? 
What yanity ! Worse still, she was the cause of the same folly 
in her sister. Become a madame now, the latter was not hyany 
means to be outshone in dress. She therefore teazed her hvs- 
band, till she got a shawl, of course more splendid still, which 
cost monsieur one hundred and twenty-five dollars. Ah ! these 
milliners have a charming taste ; and persuade their hnabands 
that they prove it, in select::ig them to pay their bills. 

My letters lately, I perceive, are tending to ezceasiYe kogth. 
This propensHy must, if possible, be checked. I shall, therefare, 
nip off the runners, as the vine-dressers do, when I can, and 
give you an earnest of my sincerity. 



XLI. 
How 90 TOO umM Tamib f — 4ttu of Tsi ■iniiTigM TnM§ rnri !>•• 

PABTKSVT— WaTBB— OOHSOV BbWBBI. 



QuMTioira CM be aiked in Evope as WD as Amntai; fei 
France, as well aa New England. We bear, ymfbmpmtl^ 
" How do yott like Fnuioe r ''Hoiwdo jonlkePaiiir One 
most be pretty adroit to reply witbontnoakbing or woandbg na- 
tional vanity. Tbii la a very aeaailiTe |^ant» bni I gnapeel» i| 
waa not altogetber unknown b e fo r e tbe diaeorery of twinriet: 
tbough from tbe figure it makea in eone of tbe kte eoUeetiQne» it 
might be thought neverto baTe been met wkb in Boropean aoQai 
Ten to one, it waa importedalongwitbtbeweamof Fkeneb4hm 
or English broaddotbs, lurking beneatb tbem, like tbe original 
cotton seed among tea. Our own kidigenoua botany ia rmy well 
known to consist of a more rugged and aubatantial growtb* aneb 
as potatoes and Indian com, wbicb, capeeiaUy tbe fonner» nsnal 
be admitted to be quite an awkward easUem of omt inpvted an* 
tional trait For furtber kfonnataon, tiM worka of Mr. Diohana 
may be consulted, jw itii wi. He baa treated tbia wtj ee^ aa weH 
as others, in aneb a natoral and uneTBggarnlad way, aa to easila 
a wish, that be wouM devote bb atrikingly Teraeiona talenia In 
the fxaet sciencea, or to an anto-faiogmpby* wkurt of eoune Ik* 
author wouM be preeiaely en a levd witb bia wtj ee^ and 
like two distorting marrora, would frilbfuDy raileel eaeb cUmt. 

Having been eone tfane now ni tbia uMlropofi^ I aas beNv 
able to answer tbeee queries, tban at first A person shonld nol 
be in a hurry to break ailenee on arriving in a country* wheae 
manners and customs are diffsrsnt from bia own. It ia neeea- 
sary to see correctly, before be can judge properly. I do not 
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mean to assert, that knowledge of the world comet to a man lifct 
nutrition to the air plant — ^by absorption ; bat, if it is a fiwt, «• 
it doubtless is, that all information reaches us, as Locke Mup, 
through the avenues of the senses, they ought to be kept in the 
very best repair, in order to transmit intelligence with accnnte 
promptness without any special act of the will, as the iron rod 
constantly and quietly attracts the electric fluid fron the sarroand- 
ing atmosphere. The remembrance of home is apt to give a 
traveller the mal de patrie, and distemper his vision. Another 
thing — we know that time alters the focus of the eye ; what ii 
not so clearly perceived is, that space does the same. I do not 
now allude to the existence of a bias on the mind : because a 
person, warped by prejudice or interest, cannot possibly see 
things as they are, nor report them truly, if he could. A third 
matter to be mentioned, — ^though deemed quite superflnons bj 
many — is, that the masculine property of common sense is nsefol 
to any observer. One may be versed m logic, a master of science, 
and of many tongues ; but if easily deceived and cajoled, cheated 
in every article he buys, even at his own door at home ; nm 
away with by every pegasus, that some scheming adventurer and 
admirable rider causes to caracole before him, whether it be 
homoeopathy, animal magnetism, or any other nag, he u not a 
man of common sense. It it is this Ithuriel attribute, that identi- 
fies the gross credulity of the Catholic with the like facility of 
implicit faith in other denominations ; and which is not surprised 
to detect, beneath the coat and surplice, some of the same impa- 
rities, that stain the scapulary. A man who lacks the intuitions of 
common sense, cannot properly answer the question, What do yoa 
think of Piuis ? All have heard of the tourist in America, to 
whom a young farmer remarked in conversation, "my poor 
father is dead, and I am going to pull up stakes, and be off to 
the West.'' The traveler whipped out his memorandum, and 
noted for th(» information of his countrymen at home, that " when 
a father dies in the United States, they do not put down a graTe 
stone HA in England, but — they pull up stakes !" To regard a 
count rv as it desen'«*8, all the senses of the best endowed have 
enough to do. When a blind person therefore talks of what he 



a deaf odu. Uk« Uiu Murtiaeuu. uf what ■hu hoon. 



Let me begin &n muiier, tb?n, to ihla Monucur Toiuon of % 
question — and it will vi^ry Ukvljr be ducmud on apt illtutraUoa 
of the incompotoDcf dc«crib«d. The city of Paris, properly 
■peaking, referring by ibia to the buildii^^, i* nut adaptMl to 
strike aa Anericnn viiiitgr wiUi plcararv. The gny Monn, of 
which they are iilmoat muTervally oompoecd, has a sad air, even 
when new, thai cnlla up two vrry diiHgT«eable ionttges, old aga 
and decay. A frw odificoR nrc constnictod of brick, as in part of 
the palace of Vi-rsailli-B. Tliia in wanting, however, In diat bright 
red color, whicli i^ivcjiu look of chnorfulnsu to an Am«ricaB dty. 
llie prevailiog liue in bruwn and nombre, with aearc« a tinge of 
red. His circumsUnce may be owing to imperfect burning, but 
more probably lo the chanuuir of ils Donntituent eUj. Ilw 
Place Royait, whnrc Henry II. waa wounded in tbu nye by t]M 
Connt de Hont^'otnmcri, is surrounded by Mnutures of red brick, 
faced with stow- cupinga, which b the only inaUoce of the style b 
Paris, that I reinnrabrr lo bavn smii. Wooden buldinga are ao 
Yery rsre, that 1 do not recollect a un^e •peciinea. "nte munbir 
of houses in thf city is MtJmated at forty-five ihaoHind. 

Constructed of nuuh matcriabi, with walla and floon of aona 
earthy Hubataac?. snd roofs of tile or slab). Ana Uodle with great 
difficulty, and fpn-nd with much gneater. Notwtihstasdmg tin 
close proximity »f the building aw twvly or Mver caBunuaicatM 
fire to Biioifaer. Tlic brat pn>»[ of thfir rarity b iha Blato of tha 
fire-department A di»tinct«gt<if roen.ealWwywtra y oii y M n ara 
devoted lo thesole bunneas'tf 4-i1ii>(piishirgftrH: mdno ona dw 
lends a hand, for hr. tuyn, " It ts ikiiui of iny IniaiMsK." "n^j an 
an eitremely fin*- (-urjM. and ani nlmaUad in gjinaatin to pfRpan 
them for duty. SubjertMl lo military diMpKne, and havtpg ft 
uniform, they Kf- in Irulh but aa order of aoldtan, who, waAm 
this guise, are a lormnlalile body, alnya pvpanal for wi amv* 
gency. When s fin out-uia, they kaalcn lo the epol witk pa9i^ 
occasionally with an rngiMi. They form % Ime and ytm W«Mr 
from ihe nearest funnuin. and throw 11 ob the AaoMS, or into tho 
engine, which n nnprurtdpd wilb huM for soclkm. This li BSt 
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its only deficiency ; its power enables it to project water to aTCiy 
inconsiderable height only. This feeble and inefficient w**<'^'"» 
resembles those used in America twenty or thirty years aga 
The laws relating to fires are very good. If a man accidentally 
and carelessly sets his room on fire — for scarcely any body hat aa 
entire house to himself, if so, the law is the same — ^he not only 
suffers by losing his own property, but must pay all the damage 
it may do his neighbors, to whatever extent it may spread ; rarely 
or never very far, indeed, as I have said, but sometimes a room 
or two. There is no accounting for tastes ; for in America they 
bum over their prairies and cities, once every few years, in wder 
to give them a fresh and hvely growth. Thus they preserre 
their title to the name of the New World. Of this attribute of 
newness, they are so very fond, as to maintain it with proud ten- 
acity in the names of some of their oldest States ; and propagate 
the darling syllable, wherever a squatter has effected a lodgment, 
or a hunter spread his blanket for a night. But they cannot 
have antiquities in such a country, and the spires of their chunchet 
will never have time to grow so high, nor their houses so Iarge» 
as in the Old World. This novelty is an expensive luxury. 

I have obser>'ed, that I do not like Paris very well for its 
buildings of snuff color, so closely compacted, and its generally 
narrow and dirty streets. There are splendid exceptions ; some 
buildings and some streets are as magnificent as can be. I am 
not speaking, however, of the aristocratic portion of the city, but 
of tlie tout ensemble. 

Moreover, I do not love the water. When I set my foot upon 
the shore of Havre for the first time, after drinking the stale, 
staj^nant water of the ship for thirty-six days, 1 longed for a 
draui^ht of the sparkling element, the litenil mountain dew. My 
firbt demand of the servant at the hotel was for this delicioiis 
bevcranr(>, which had played before my fancy for many a lon^ 
day and night. I tasted it with eagerness, but so unsatisfactory 
was tlie result, that, concluding tht're was a mistJike, I ordered 
him to get some more, and to t>e sun* that it was fresh. The 
glass was brought again, but the fate of Tantalus was mine, with 
variations ; I could not drink it. I did not know, till afterwards* 
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thnt it had come from an aqueduct, and b?en alrained aad fil' 
ivrvd, (ill ibu churcuul bud deprived it of every particlv of tMta. 
i'liriK niilcr in the nudd. The Dklure of the »uil, confuting of 
rocky strata of graat depth, hiu fuw spring*, so that lh« inhab- 
iUuil* tk-jv driveu to thu Seine, ur dintjuit tuurcea, mtulc available 
hy ui|UR<1ucts. At th« brginning of thr Gft^^nth omturjr ihL-n 
ner^ but twulvu public fountaius. and a century later, in th« 
reign uf Fnuicis 1., only Mxl«en, supplying but une iucli uf wal«r 
tj> a populntion <if one hundred thouuind. Atlowini; a quut k 
day to uu-'h inbabitaDt, an mcb will supply about one ibouwadl 
penuns. What rnukt have been the diitniM, wbttn thin (|UHntity 
wiu dintributml amoni; three hundred tbuM tiM tmmbrrl Un- 
der Luuis XIV. and ST,, the city waa principally supplied by a 
pump on thn I'ont Nfluf, d(inamtnat«d thn 8amiirit«n, which 
yielded from thirty to i-l-fhty inchea, according to the boight of 
the river. The pupuUtiuo ww then, (1775.) aii hundred tbou- 

Ooverament baa, of late years, taki'n the matl<-r in bund ; aad 
the city now enjoyi aa abondaot laj'ply of tim t^>^atimable fila- 
ment from the Artesian Well at Or-nrlle, and numrrmu aque- 
ducts, and from reMrrain filled with wntvr. pumped up by stAam 
engines from theSdne. Thia aerrea not unly for drink and other 
neccsMry purposes, but supplies the niimeroua <>mHmi*ntal feua- 
tains, which are (cattcred over Parii, niid feeds Lhe/mbrinM 6onU«, 
or short fountains, at the ocmteis of most of iha UneU, to tlia 
number of sixteen hnndred, whoac Umrlicfnt Met it b to 
cleanse the gutters, and purify the dly. Min Bpp<int«d for tlie 
purpose daily turn the cocks attaebert in ihem. AU the fimntain 
wat«r is purified by a large filler at ilie nster/ion: btiL aa it la 
not after all perfectly tnt fnxn Ndimenl, nary howe is ooai- 
monly provided with anoUier to oomplola iha procsaa. A lav 
houses have water eoodnetad to them by rataO jipm eaanertod 
with the larger ones, bat geneialty tlirr deiiend tm the wata^ 
carriers, of whom I have before spah-fi It i< Ntnted, that ftva 
millions of francs are paid to these camas annnatlj. 

The spare water flows off by the Commam Stttirt. Tlkeae an 
now substantial and eapaooaa. In farmer towi, the dtf arf- 
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fered very much for want of them ; and, in 1870, the fint 
built This was, from time to lime/ stopped up, and thus eo- 
gendered many formidable diseases, from the odors and rapois 
which it emitted. Smce 1829, they have attracted eztraordinttT 
attention, and are now about sixty miles in length, constmetod 
in vaulted masonry, at a cost of dghteen millions of franoi^ 
Thus the purity of the city is accomplished, as far as posabfe; 
for the contents of the sewers are emptied into the Seine, sod 
soon borne away by the rapid waves. 

It will take another letter, I perceive, to fiiusli a reply to the 
interrogatory, " How do you like Paris ?" 



A CBiLD can invent k quMlion or olij«ctiaa in m few •rooncU, 
that will take k phiioonphrr m mnny dnyi to solvo. and it i> liMj 
aot complete it thin. Thtt emliamuuiinpnt aprings ofUw from the 
magnitude, mM-i' than tbo inincai'y of the aubjeot. A «hip of 
the line wilt anawtr the bi'lm witli the naor certainty, n» a Baltf- 
more clipper, but deitutudi more time and space to do it in. A 
replication to thr inU-nngatory. " IIow Art ynu like PariA." u Iho 
easiest thing in ihc world : but requires a little world of iipac« 
and patience too. And so the danger i*. that amid thr tntllo of 
words the answer may lie lost, like converaatton in a cottim miO. 
Many a speech has betm spoilt, liki! the old continental nioDey, 
because there vas too much of it ; and a scrnion, thai, iu tbtt 
first half hour, wowul np th« amtienca to the highoat pitch. B^ 
most always in the but half on* anapa liia iiiriiig of patience; 
when they all lun down agun. But the bEinga of otiutn wOl 
nerer teach us cautioo, thoiyh thoir raeeaM ii pnlij ran to 
tempt indiscrelioiL 

When I say, ■« in my laal loUv, tlwt I ds aot Eka tha ttntiK, 
houses and water of Park, I havo aatd ill I am diapoaeil lo do 
in its disfavor. The condiiion of the odifioes and stnata ia ovii^ 
to their antiqnitj. anil the habits ot the eomatt^. Many of llm 
latter are so Terj narruw, that a carnage can kcarcely paan. waA 
then there is givat danger to the pedaalrian. who b oUJgad tO 
save himself by rnurring onder Um largo foHueoMrm, vUA 
are on the side. The imubln and niah am (Ci**Uj tggnniai, 
when country vehiclva attmnpt a pasMga. Tfaaae ara vitrem^ 
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large and cumbersome machines with wheels so immeiue, that 
one is ready to imagine them relics of a former age, when thej 
were drawn by oxen, now called mastodons, and driven by gimti. 

Trivial matters there are, no doubt, to disturb the hsbits fonn- 
ed by early nurture in another world, which sometimes vex ns. 
These must, of necessity, occur whithersoever we may go, eren 
to a country much superior to our owil I have already In ti- 
rious letters described the streets and amusements of this city, 
and need not therefore say, that I have found the one very grati- 
fying and diverting, and the other exceedingly beneficial and in- 
structive. No one, who knows anything of the matter, qaesdoof 
the advantages of Paris to the student ; and by conunoa acooid, 
the world proclaims her the Cyprus of the modems. 

The religion of the Parisians has been variously spokoi <£ 
Some indeed have even denied them any at all. But this is lbs 
disingenuous new of a bigot or enthusiast. To be ratioiisl wt 
must discriminate. I should be sorry to beheve, that the sbw- 
bleness, civilization, refinement, beneficence and good nature, thai 
are conspicuous in this vast population, were not to be put dowa 
to the credit of religion. Because such a supposition would 
deprive Christianity of its distinguishing criterion — ** by its froils 
ye shall know it ;" — and rob it of the pre-eminent glory of beay 
the parent of celestial charity with all its clustering virtues. The 
manner in which religion here may strike an inquirer, depends— 
and what does not?^-on his poi7it de vue. After being disgusted 
by the harsh dissensions, and useless, and often hurtful, dkemh 
sions or rather wrangling, of which the fountain of truth in my 
own country is unhappily the subject, 1 will not lay, the csum ; 
after witnessing the minister-making and unmaking, church-mem- 
ber making and proselyting, that have been systematized into a 
branch of business there, the general tranquihty, which perrades 
society in matters of this nature in Paris, is soothing to the feel- 
ings. I know the purity of the clergy has been called in ques- 
tion — yes, flippantly denied — ^but who shall place the foibles sad 
transgressions of the various orders of the priesthood in Christen- 
dom in tho scales, and nicely trim the balance ? Those who ad- 
minister at the holy altar are immaculate nowhere. The kigheat 
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of them hav« {tOm MuUf, by mMM too of Ifca oU I 
which uaai] oar common Dfttnra, " tha mM, Uka taA, «ad ih» 
devil." Is lln'O' uiiy principlr- in tlic fvli({iiini innlitulion in 
Pnnce, which strenj^thcnii the power of ihe tf mptiT, or wcnkrng 
the motit'ce lo reeialaiic« ? PiTbup* there ia. but tt is difficutl to 
decide. IndMcrimiimte nimiiK in ciuy ; but Ihe rrn] Inith <■ not 
ob*ioua In k Kiiourner for a j«ar : nor, 1 Apprehend, eren to a 
"native to the m&nner bom," without a partictiUr and Ibomugh 
inrei^gation. Onr thing i« to be expected, that thu bnuirhm at 
the mighty tree of reUgioua organlaaUon, which ori-nbaduwa 
CbrisleDdom. ihould bear tbe fniiu of the original ttock ; de- 
generating, na it gniwa older, till a new om? ahull tpnn^ np from 
the tnie tt^-d of the dirbe and blaMi>d Bower. 

EiTOn there doubtlew* are in the Homnn Catholic rrido of 
monli und relifpoo. Upon thne it in not my prt-«oiit dcei^n — 
though it 'u By privilege aa well tu thHt of ewry freemnn.^^o 
touch. It viU ba lima bowover to «nit tbia anqnesiionnUe 
r^ht, wbaa we ProMatma ean bMMr »^jm among tmmiwm, 
what tboM enon an. T«t I will TeMuw to aeknt one or tWD 
ot to odioo* a chaiMMr md dangtooaa » tawhiMiy. «• to oall for 
rebuke aiid oppoatHm, wbafsvtr thaf aff»ur. Th«f an aad«- 
Bveneaa, and intoteraaoe, or reUgiaBB deapot i am ; twfaM ia tb^ 
t»rth, and tktr iowpanible Okator «ad PoUnx of avary Uanrehy. 
CommetH'in([ by making men alana to the (Jmrdi, Ibej prepan 
them well for nemtiide to ih* dvfl power. Hucli a dev«la|ntiaiit 
of religion baa beaa in diflbronl agta, now a tool, and now a 
maater of Iba atoto t and will fdajr tiba lama patM again, whan* 
ever the Umpiim, tint b«v* in IbMa part dkadnd wbda eom- 
triea m (aan, tUH ba notod «mv. A tUaoowiginf faaiwa te 
the futww pww p a rt ia, tfcal, afaould lUa maBgnant pow«r daeHna^ 
or be aitingliabaJ. of wbicb than ia ou aympbim ea I nw mm, it 
baa providad br Ibn pmiuiiliua of ila axalBnTanam and Uall* 
bUity by gmfting Ibowi osurpatd pferagalivea on o&eta from itaelf, 
liaospUnled in aD p'trtKna uf the Cbriatian aoiL 

Far be it frwn ma to aaaert, that the peuple ot Pane are Ima 
religioiu than thoeo of Arnrrva : but I can aofely affirm, I beKeva, 
that tbej have vartly kaa bypooa^r. TUi baaa vlaa kan bani 
17 
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often said to pay an involuntary homage to the value of religioo. 
Such precisely is my own opinion ; and it is a tribute paid too by 
those, who are eminently competent to calculate its advantage to 
them exactly to a dollar. The devote in France, on the other 
hand, is sincere, and imremitted in the performance of the dotiM 
prescribed by her faith, not from popularity or fashion, but a 
feeling of its solemn obligation. There is certainly more freedom 
of opinion here ; and the Christian can repose his confidence in 
any creed or dogma, without encountering the frown or stigma 
of his fellow-mortal. Uncharitable judgment and vehement de- 
nunciation are nevertheless a considerable mitigation of the inqui- 
sition and auto dafi; and matters, it is hoped, will grow better 
instead of worse. But all these favorable omens may possibly 
prove fallacious. The Church may be temporizing now, but only 
because it is weak. The time may come, when this still fonni- 
dable power, confessedly militant, though often military, may 
claim its original temper with its strength. Then, becomii^ 
weary with her long dalliance with the infirmities of men, it is 
feared she will arise, like Achilles from the distaff, and put on 
her terrible armor again to conquer and avenge. There are no 
present indications of the advent of such an epoch, -which eta 
never come, till the sects and governments, which chequer and 
beautify the Christian world, and secure the independence of each 
other, shall succumb to the famous principle of unity, so dear to 
despotic power, civil and ecclesiastic. 

The transition is natural and easy from the clergy to pood Hr- 
f/?/7'V, and so to cookery, the most agreeable of all the sciences* 
whose pleasant province it is to provide for a table, round which 
all communions and denominations agree to sit in peace, with Kb- 
erty for each to indulge in whatever suits it^s respective taste. Its 
articles are swallowed with wonderfullv less resen'e than those of 
the Council of Trent, or even the far-famed Thirty-Nine themselves. 
And what shall I say of the cuisine of this nation, renowned as 
a frog-eating, ragout-making, wine-drinking race? Why, I most 
even re-echo the universal acclamation, and acknowledge for once, 
that the vox popuH is also mine. One cannot always expect to 
masticate with a different taste, though he may see things in a 




IIAQUTIB ABTUI. t»l 



different light from ererjbodj else. ^I tberefara ehearfiiDj ooi* 
M*nt to the elevatkm of Freneh oookflfy among the fine arte, Md 
of French coolu to the dignitj of pr ofe wot a . We p f oao uo oe tho 
imitation in paste, which riTala the hrilliaiiej of the dtamosd of 
Golconda, a splendid mventkm ; but what hooois are dve to Vm^ 
who extracts turtle aonp from a ealft head, and e on fe rta » hf Ua 
curious alchemy, a tough old ram, the pa hr/ k milmi ti maay gmh 
^rations, into a delicate, plump eaddle of venitoii I 

<« Mf agkler Mtis, fai{«Bil(iM krgltor 



O, worthy disciple of the matchless Can»e! rseeife flie thaaka 
of the innumerable admirera of thj gas tr onomic skfll* now JMagp 
and of multitudes yet unborn 1 And, tboo loag-neeked, broad- 
backed, fin-flapping, amphibions cosmopolite! tumble about at 
thy ease m the brfaiy floods, and sleep without anxiety on the 
sandy beaches. No Robinson Crus o es a t least firom Fra nc e 
shall trip thy heeb up, while perambulating the sea-shore, nor 
rob thee of thy precious body to pamper their own. The unsMa- 
pecting calf has usurped thy placie of dignity at the head of Ae 
V «Mi* : and thou lirest but m name at — --the head of the r$99mh 
rant bills of fare. But is not that, seriously, a valuaUe aH» 
which is able to transmute a rery indifTerent thing— «s Lord Fa- 
ter could a brown loaf into a leg of mutton — mto an artide of 
plf *asure to the paUite ? There are those who aflhct to say, thcj 
f(N*1 not the slightest preference of one thing over another, prori- 
ded only, the taste te the same — Bj stopping the noae, this idM- 
tity of taste will be accomplished ; for then all meata will hatfv 
the same flavor, all oils the same delieacy, all winea the mmm 
ptmt. Kven in such a ease, the cook will not be nsel ea s ; far Ida 
miraculous skill in o ver o oa d ng diflteuhies will enaUe ua to dl^ 
pt*nse with the fatiguing p r o ce ss of hoMing on to ooe*s nasd ti* 
tremity during a dinner of spoiled meat, and a w lth e i e d aalad 
dressed with whale oil. Olory, then, to the noble cook, the only 
tnit* agrarian ! He repudiatea the maxim Bt mikUo mikilJU, The 
grand distinctive among men has ever been the diSeuhy or ease 
of obtaining a dinner. He has abolished this odious distinedoB, 
and procbimed to our huatger-tonneBtad raosb thai all manMnd 
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have leave to dine. The chiffonier maj henceforth come to the 
table, and when that ia the case, we know for a certainty that all 
men must really be free and equal. 

Think of the immense productions of the earth, its millioiit of 
bushels, its millions of pounds ; and the incredible magnitade 
and worth of the large portion of the whole* that most pui 
through the hands of the cook on their way to the nullioiit of 
mouths, that stnnd perpetually open, like those of young IMt, 
in expectation of roceiving the customary dole. Two mighty pro- 
cesses are thus going on in the world without ceasing. Natne 
is exhausting her energies in producing ; man his life in ooim- 
ming ; while the cook stands between them, the great orgia of 
communication from one to the other. 

What an important officer is he in the general disseminatioii of 
pleasure, and the protection of so much wealth from waile! 
Surely such an artiste must be welcomed with eagerness amoog 
my countrymen in the New World, where his drastic agency is 
80 much needed. There — in the country, I mean, — at one season 
of the year, nothing appears upon the table from day to day bvt 
veal ; at another, pork, honest and unaffected pork ; while a 
third larger fraction of the twelvemonth is regaled with sheep 
and lamb, and lamb and sheep, till a considerable fleece is said to 
shoot out on the surface of the consumer's skin. What a meta- 
morphosis would follow the advent of a Parisian artitte among 
these grand realities ; one, who can erect a superstructure where 
there is no foundation, and of whose works the remark is as true, 
as it is of matter, that no particle of them is ever lost ! The wa- 
ter, that boils his meats or vegetables, with the addition of a little 
maccaroni or vermicelli and proper spices, becomes good aoup. 
such as — I shall be very happy to eat, when once more in New 
York. Health, too, is commonly the result of such cookery as 
this ; for during my residence in this city, all the time in constant 
attendance on the sick, I have noticed extremely few cases of 
trouble arising from the food. The various dishes are so weO 
prepared and cooked, that the diirestive organs have not been 
overtaxed in their duty of as.Hiniilating them to the body. I havn 
a strong inclination to say mme on this subject, thus but alightlr 
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touched, and shall do so perhaps hereafter, in oompariioii wilh 
the modes of life in England. 

"I hope your brother has not bought home anj Frenoh 
puppyisms/' wrote one lady to another. A thousand similar 
remarks are heard, insinoating the kind of imporftation« whieh it 
thought to he usually made by travden frcHn foreign parts. 
Are they true ? I answer, they are true ; and they are &lse. 

They are Mu of those who, at home, are ooioomba» and obIj 
go abroad to gad, and gape, and gossip. When one of these is 
asked, " Have you visited the Cohsemn t" ha replies, " Don*! 
remember, my good fellow ; Frank pap the hiDs--4i it a hotel 
in Paris?*' The Forty Bale theory of Sooth Carolina Is quite aa 
applicable to this case as to the tariff ; for what a man brings bono 
bears an exact proportion to the outfit Thus, if the export is 
an American dandy, depend upon it the import will be a Boro- 
pean fop. 
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These absurdities, more or less, apply to aU who roam Ofm 
Europe, without any earthly purpose whaterer. Their elotlMi^ 
their manners, their principles, their loyalty to their oomtey 
even, hang very loosely on them, and they are ever retfy to 
exchange them all at any time for those they beeome aciquaintad 
with on other soils. Persons of weak minds, or in the gristle of 
youth, are particuhuly liable to the novel inftaenoea that ior* 
round, and will be apt to overpower them, in strange but refined 
communitien. A famous eountry, for the first time seen, is ever 
invested with the halo of romance ; every object seema enlaiged 
by the mist of ages, with which it is enveloped. The outskla of 
old polished nations, which is sure to be the best, mam tains, ii 
the immature and mexperienoed judgment of such people, an 
unequal comparison with the plainness, sometimes even eoarss* 
nesti of their birth-place. Beside, the mmd u first drawn, liks a 
child'H eye, to the bright points, overlooking the imperfections, of 
all the rc8t of the prospect 

It is painful to observe how many good Americans have been 
converted into Europeans by heing piseed, when children, in a 

17* 
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French or Oerman school, for edncatKHL At matorit 
returning to their natal soil, they feel thenuelTea to be forei 
in every thing but the name, amid a populatioD to which 
are unable to aaumilate themaelvea ; and, till death, eondn 
be attached to ideas which first occupied their youthful n 
Their usefulnew and honor have, in thii way, been impain 
the mistaken means employed by thdr parent! to iscreaae t 
The young American should be educated, and grow up lE 
midst of his countrymen, on whose generous fellow-feeliag 
to repose for his happiness and future fame. Will parents w 
the acquisition of two or three modem tongue*, and a few 
rary and scientific advantages, perhaps, of foreign inatituti 
agiunst the morals, principles, felicity, and reputation of t 
offspring 7 Instead of this, all classes should receive thor 
turu, as much ss possible, in the company of each other ; 
the glory of the New- England Common School niises fren 
tendency to prolong the literary and cordial fellowship of yi 
among all ranks in life. The farther this idea is carried, 
better for the countiy. 

But there are travelers, against whom the charge of ecu 
back from a temporary re«dence in foreign society worse t 
they went, hjai». These arc such as have high and useful ■ 
in visiting the old world ; and go thither with some acquainti 
with their own, and an understanding not so vacant as to ac 
the entrance of every novel notion. These will be likely to 
turn laden with new acquisitions from the European market, 
an intellectual capital augmcated by foreign traffic. The at 
of travel depends upon the traveler — 

"Soma miodi improve by triTel; rthtm, rsthsr 
Boaemblo copper wire or brui, 
Which get! Ibe nurower hj going fiuther." 



Mt Duliidy pror^ed (mm a wisdom tootli, which wo* Stled 
in Boaton. but ■till the work of ilvrjiy went an. " Vou did nnt 
know I hiui bpi-n Nck T" I luppofw. it i* bccnuan I d'ul not tell 
vou, then. How iibockingi/ oiw hnn dckoAM, whuui Humn 
has alwaya blo«l with bnnlth ! Compare htm with the hnpolfw 
itifmlid. UflMuy, impalitrot, frotful. hf SUa Iho bnuM> with up- 
roar, like n ipoiled cliild, who bellowi, if » banddMrnc liloe botU* 
does but juit buzi near his thin «ir. I have an evcclknt nrUtiva, 
who, good iM)ul, is a little plethoric, OccuMnull^ alter trifliBg 
oxerciw in thi; xun nf m Kow Enn^Innd ntmmer, a vlight hmt bSttd 
ensues. Th« entire bouKhold i* up in arm*. On tho instant, 
men are mounted and on tho road to the pliyucian't dwelling, 
'lliu hontM need do guiding, for tWy knuw the wajr, and tlw 
doctor DMda DO mtauga, wbm ho torn tbo roamiog atMda. Th* 
fenuilc poitioa of the booMbold have a trying dma. One Mtik^ 
cold walvr; anotliar a ruatj fay to Ihnul along bi> back, m if it 
waa a cas^ 'if ttttk-jait. BmI jam la lied around bb Back and 
wrista, and im umtUet of blood atoia* Jibi^da it> •clccint influene* 
— and all ihi* — borsuM a nan onn diwl nf ppiatana. The poor 
iiii-alid. on the otber hand, amnatoaed to lie upon a bed of anf- 
fi'ring, for dan, and mimtha, and j'eaiK, nUcra no eonplaanti 
lliuugh mcked bj [win. Nd ripple afptate* the tranquilUljr uf Ua 
liiime. A amile, though faint, munt wimeUniei try to animate tiMl 
|>ale face^ Uka moonlight on wpulchnil nutrblr. lo that thiuftd- 
nesa aball not be ■ntirriy baniahi-d (rum the bnuai^hiild. 

But tb« nckaat uf all misn. that bnvo but a aUgbl dvaagniMti 
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is the physioiiin himself. His compliiints always aug'ur badiv ; b^ 
he is quick to perceive symptoms of organic disease. His accel- 
erated pulse indicates a fever ; a slight cold is sure to be an em- 
bryo consumption. He treats himsi»lf with trepidation. His 
con«ititution is peculiar ; half the doses for other persons he deems 
Ruffiricnt for himself. Ho is then greatly alarmed, because the 
medi'ine is inert ; for, when medicine refuses to act, danger must 
b«* imminent. He do«*s not remember the adage, equally applic- 
able to his own prort*ssion as the legal, Th^ man who pl^adu K*% 
oirn cnnnCy has a fftfti fur a client. If a physician is thus imbecile 
when at homr, he is, in a foreign land, entitled to sincere compa>- 
sion. Images of death hover round him — no friends to soothe 
his ])ains, or sm(K)th his pillow. His little headaohe is an incipi- 
ent brain fever ; hi' shuddirrs at the tln»ui;ht of dying in a strange 
country, awrav from all his beloved friends. He vrriies his last 
letters, makes his will, Jind — f — iddN'-de-dee. I am not sick to- 
day. The horrible? symptoms are all gone ; visions of future 
happiness and joyous union with all tliat is dear come to occupy 
their places. 

The flower markets are pretty and (juite numerous. But a 
market here must not be thought tonsemble the Quiney market 
in Hoston — a larg«* substantial structure of stone ; nor one of 
wood even. Xf) — many of tht-m cannot t-ven IxKist of such shedis 
as those of New York. Som«' indeed are built of stone, but 
without the smallest pretensitms to ♦•Irganri*. Others are inenOy 
plaris. which may or may not ha\<* tr«M's around them, and a 
small t'ountain in the middlf, lik»* th«^ flowfr m;irket in the C*ti, 
SoTm- of the markctmen, «'>pecially in the markets, which an» 
h«*ld rvi-ry day. as those for vi'L^ilablrs and others, proti-et them- 
srh.s ;ind thrir m<*nhandiM' from tlif wratlwrs' ini'lemunrles bv 
h\v^»' unibn-llas of jaiivas. which si*ie»Mi thrm from sun and rain. 
Thr tlowi-rs tiiemsrlvc's havr no otiuT shrltrr than the puny treses 
aruuiid the s(juare. Tiie air i** ln:nird with odors from these 
cli.'irrnini; iJiTMlui'tions of natun*, oHi pmI in uMrat profusii»n, variety 
and lir.iuty; at h-ast thi'y an* b«-iutihil to rn*-. pent up within 
gray old walls, rnrrusti'd with tin- >niok»' orci-iilurifs. With the 
sann* tart, which lh»* Frenrh p<»ssi-s^ in suili an eminrnt decree. 
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to vviilent ia tbe tnereet tnd«. Uicw flowen «re dUfioMd m cap- 
tivntiDjc armngementa. The pot*, which contain them, ara ud- 
sheet of wliit« papar envelops them and th* 
planU alau, except tbc fulU^. Tlie i^irlh i« biildui loo. and no 
Ibe bri){ht blowg and vordant Ichvcs aro strikingly displayed in 
', wiib the whi(« ground ivUttving tiiem. 
a^tonialiing what a qiwothr of ihrcn, «uch u thu pan«y, 
Auty.niid Utile ro8«'tiusheB, arv ftuld lo the poor |ipis«t(os. Thar 
pricei. fmm thu knuwledgo we havu of the di^pth of tho puma 
et tlicM Kimplv girls, most Iw very smalL From hor day'a 
vaf^o) of twenly »nlti, ithe <Miunul pouibly reiiit Ihv (Imum lo 
spend two of ihrm for n pot of thiw swoet violoU, She lUnda 
udc luuking al it froiu a dibtuuce. Prvaenlly *itr guoi 
Uicn UkcK tho pot in h>-r hand. Tlinn; boauliful violeU 
hUy blown ; another jual begins to show its purpln colota; oad 
I, undi^r ihi: gnwn leaf at Uitr lidf, thun u a»ith«r ttill. Two 
■ous arr not much ; their absence will makv a scanty dinner stiU 
Bora moagre, it ia Inu, but when lb« taeal '» eatan. it is gatK : 
but tho driighlful (lowen wUl solace many a lonrly hour. Smeh 
h her aiffltal suUloqur. as faur ixiuatr-uauiw plainly vnougb bo- 
Inys : " CoiTa Jardiititr ! hiiv aiv jam «oii»— and tlio flowen, 
M — they an miae." And they ffo home with bar. prewod to 
a h(!art, uid iMUog her ruay lipii. Whii wnuld uut bi- a violM f 
lough lo mount — moont — fiv« Aigbia of staira arc not raoogli ? 
Vo, still a Mxtlu Ab I tho lot of a riolct may b« pleasant, bui 
that of the poor girl, ita miatmas. is out so tinviablv ; her path W 
not always fliiwiiry. 

I bwn tu SaUor myself on baring at last ac«n I'aria. Willi 
--"■-' * 'Is to most of ili« principal plaiws, and xaj 

«Biriniiw, I liad considcm], that iIm i!ily had 
ly •tpliHwl ; liul it was mt v ^a n to malu 
yiL Om of the most EMfpiiAcHil adlficas had boaa 
from day to day postpoMd, iMfrly bteat** it eovid b« fimrad 
Bl any ttma. Now. however, tlw ignmk /'■aUfon kaa baa smb. 
In one rrspMt i( ia ■woli Ohit tba Suto Honaa ia Boatmi, bm 'm 
bwrtirnl dooMt k MBapkwraa tnm all portiow of Itw ekf. ud 
■WTM H a baaoni tm a «i4* arwua l it w ci. Tba rwa u B lloi 
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the little dome of frcedom*s temple in Boston is so promin 
the citizA'n and sailor, consists in its situation. Placed on the 
mit of an eminence, and isolated by the smallness of the 
rounding buildings, it possesses unusu«'il elements for th< 
display, which it really makes. It covers one of the lofty 
lands (if the bay with its crown, which however would long- 
have be<»n broken, like that of Jack, (of the firm of Jacl 
Gill), had it adorned a human brow, instead of that of B* 
Hill. 

But the Pantheon owes nothing to its situation. The i 
city is built on nearly level gnnmd. Real greatness is the 
thing, that can cause one constituent part of it to rise abo 
neiirhbors. Two hundred and ei^jhtv two feet are the measu 
th«.* distance from the piivemi'nt to the top of the dome ; ai 
this height an easy access is provided, if the visitor has the stn 
to ascend it, by four hundrt»d and seventy five steps — a n 
which will give him a feeble notion of the punishment of the t 
mill ; on that account I entreat those legislators to try it, 
are in favor of that description of exercise. When once this c 
tion is surmounted, an extensive prospect opens on the e^ 
Every otlu-r building is below, though, with the c.ithodnils f 
Sulpice and St. Eustache. many still tower around. Fro 
other plare <'an a better idea 1h» obtained of the actual magni 
of the city. In what«'ver direction one in the stn»et« may 
the same mass of hoary walls st(»ps the view, save when hert 
there it i** diversified by some conspicuous structure, for the i 
ber of which the city is remarkable : or by the gardens ol 
'J'uilleries, or the Luxembourg. It is from this uniformii 
strurtuH' and material, that Paris seems so much smaller thj 
reallv is. A sinixle color paints it all. In our cities the rtnl li 
\\hit«* spires, and wooden buildings variously painted, not 
n-nder the roup tViril bright and lively, but by their dive 
ciininiunieate an impn*ssion of extent, which does not belnn, 
them. 'I'll is metroi)olis, viewed through a foggy titmospl: 
might b«' taken by one not conversant with what lie was ohs 
ing, to be a heap of rocks ; for it presents no object to rorn»ct 
natural illusion ; the steeples, chimneys, roofs, being all of .»ii 
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He might indeed be pualed, bj nnmberieift enohe jaekt and 
funnelft, two or three of which on an aTenge qNrhg from eferf 
chimnej in the citj, for I queetioB wkellMr one eiirta thai doea 
not tmoke. 

But to retuni to the pinnacle of the P i ntheen, whieh we mm 
not wise to leate perhaps after the kbor of eBmbiag to jt—let na 
examine the interior ; for» strange to saj, we hmm gol «pon the 
top without entering the stmeture. The world looks g^orioodf 
from the temple, and the temple looks laelj from the wotM. 
The approach is from dirty, nanow streets, whenee we stop kilo 
a spacbuB» well paved square aromid IL Tha Mldkiga» thai 
stood there, have been torn away to make il; and thoae» whiek 
are to be erected m their stead, maal be formed with hoDofW 
fronts, thst the square, agreeably to the laws of Irish penpeclif% 
may lie in the form of a roig. One only has yet been ereeted* 
the £coU d4 DroiL From thk, an eieellent new amy be had of 
the principal front This is a magmteeal portteo^ compoae d of 
twenty-two fluted eohunas, stzty-feet high and six m diameter* 
supporting a triangular pediment, one hnndred and twehe feel 
broad, and twenty-two feet high, whieh is embelHshed with a laign 
composition in relief by David ; — F r a n ee a flgve sixteen feel 
high — bestowing honors on her distingiashed sons. Amoqg 
them are Fenelon, Mirabeau, Yoltabe, Fnnmean, Lafayette and 
David the painter, on one side; on the other are aoldien of the 
republican and unperial armiea, with Napoleon eon sp ieuons aA 
their head. At the feet of Fhmoe, Liberty and Hbtory, seatad» 
are weaving crowna to reward the great* and iBostnta thslr 
names. In the comers* children are endeaTOfing to imitate the 
example, thus set them, and below is the fa sc rip tion : 

Aux oaAxna noMms la PATsn BnoomiAnsAvn. 

From the centre of the edifiee rises the great dome, springniig 
from a circular gallery, snmmnded by thirty-two Oorinthiaii pl» 
lare. Above this is a lantern, formerly surmounted by a ball and 
crosH, which are to be replaoed by a bronae statue of Immortally 
•evtmt4H>n feet in height, a model of which b now m the temple. 
She stands with one hand open to record, and holding m the 
other a crown to reward^ the deeds of the worthy. The whole 
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one an idea of the magnitude of this noble picture, a mosaic cir« 
cle is placed immediately beneath, and of exactly the same span 
— ^thirty -three feet. 

Under the temple are the tombs of those, whom France has 
pronounced worthy of a place of such distinction. The g^uide 
proceeds with a lantern through its chilly passages, and, as he 
comes to each monument, arranges h'ls company, so that they 
can have an advantageous view, taps it with his cane, and after 
a suitable preparatory hawking and hemming, commences his his- 
tory. But his recital is almost as unintelligible, as the reading 
of a well-fed priest. Voltaire and Rousseau have suffered the 
penalty of greatness in being torn from a quiet country Abbey, 
and the beautiful pleasure grounds of the Marquis de Qirardin in 
the isle of Poplars. And now with others, who have the mis- 
fortune to be famous, their memories, like wild beasts in a me- 
nagerie, are " stirred up" by a chattering guide, and their merits 
canvassed by the stupid Englishman, who says " well that's did," 
— and the curious Yankee, who asks " have you ever saw ?*'— 
neither of whom have ever read a syllable of their writings, and 
know them only by the anathemas, which have been showered 
upon them. 

VolUiire is also brought to more vivid recollection by a fine 
statue of Houdon's, which is placed on a niche near the mausole- 
um. Lai;ninge, the distinguished mathematician, reposes here. 
With all his mathematical powers he could not calculate the ab- 
surdities uttered over his tomb, multiplied, as they are, by the 
echo in a neighboring portion of these vaults. It seems to me 
that Ko fine an echo might be better employed, than in repeating 
the shouts and dialogues of the guides, and the blows inflicted by 
them with their canes upon a sounding board, which they have 
placed there for the purpose. The loud responses appeared to 
my ima^imition to issue from the bodies of the dead, complaining 
of the uns4'emly sacrilege. The ashes of about thirty eminent 
persons now find a resting place in these caverns, encloaed in 
marble cenotaphs or urns. The fickleness of the people is ex- 
hibited in their treatment of the remains of the illustrious 
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this opinion, their work is consequently inferior to that 
nations. The Pope of Rome (Gregory XVI.) taking 
view, has recently announced, that no railways shall 
structed in his dominions, as long as he shall live. T 
nation living on the money which drops from the pi 
strangers, his Holiness may be right ; since few more 
would visit it, if the facilities for traveling were grtnt 
those who went would obviously spend less. Churchm< 
country, as well as our own, have a kind of second sigi 
money is ooncenicd. Besides, the Vatican has never I 
of now disoovcrit's at any period, as Galileo found ; and 
not to be wondered at, if the courteous old gentlema 
keys and triple crown is a little nervous about the introd 
the exciting lueomotivc nmong his uneasy lieges. He ki 
a Protestant inventiim, as much as the terrible Allian 
like another sensible and prudent Laocoon, may exclaii 
quul id enf, timro J)anaoi< ct donn ferentes. And whv sh 
the fiery horse, which has burnt the woods and bams alo 
Islaijd Hound, also scatter light, and perhaps flame, am 
dwellers on tlie banks of the Tiber? 

In another part of the building is the Cabinet of Ck 
immense collection. Thi'se are arranged in glass cases ro 
room, with statistics connected with them. The oldc 
French coin of Childebert I., of the date of 511. Tl 
English and Spanish coins in great profusion. In a sir 
are shown the coins of Ani«'ri<*a; those of the United Sr, 
very p(K>r. With these there an* a great number of % 
one of Cliarlemagne is a uni(iue specimen of tlio time. T 
the Louises, NapoU'on, and L(mis Philippe, are almost inn 
ble. A case of some of the most common and recent 
marked with the prices, at whirh they can be purchased. 
<'.as<s contain specimens of th«* medals and tokens of 
soei«"ties and commercial companies. In an adjoinini^ 
are the dies, from which the coins ;md medals have l>oon 
frinci' the rcitrn of Charles VIII., and specimens of the 
metals, used in coining, in their native states, as well ns i 
pure and refined form. Tlie whole coUectiou is richly woi 
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a visit, and to the antiquarian must be a delightful treat, for H 
contains many relics, extremely valuable and rare. 

Old coins are very easily obtained in Fnmce, abounding in the 
•hops of the gatherers of old rubbish. Among them, a few 
days ago, was found a two sous piece, coined by Napoleon, but 
never circulated — a few only having been given to ihe miniatan 
of the cabinet. It consists of a bit of silver, encircled by a ring 
of copper, raised above the interior, to lave it from weariiig 
away. Its price was fixed at five dollars. The admirable ecrf- 
lection of Roman coins belonging to the government is depocited 
in the Biblioth^que Royale. 

To this edifice, the jewelers, silver and goldsmiths, bring all 
their manufactures to be stamped. This is not performed, 
unless they possess a certain fineness; the gold must be of 
eighteen carets ; ton per cent, is charged on the value of tlie 
gold. This proceeding insures the purchaser against deception 
in the ({uality of the wares. Having very little money in mj 
poriket. I giuk'd upon these rich and glittering commodities with 
the same pleasurable emotions, as one may be supposed to foal 
on ItMiking inio the kitchen of the Astor House just before tlie 
dinner hour. 

I will ronrlude this l(*tter by telling you an anecdote of the 
gn'at <>omi><»8er, Rossini, and the great cook, Careme. Ob 
Mvond thought, I will omit this for the present, which, like 
Can>mc*8 own preserves, will not spoil by age, and give yo« a 
hiuity sketch of an exhibition of works and induitrj made bj liie 
Aniiirmy of Ituiuntry of Paris, in the Orangerie of the Tuilleriea. 
It wiis on a somewhat similar plan to those often seen in Ameri- 
ca, in Bost^m especially. The commodities however were endrslj 
Fn'nrh in their character and uses. Our shows consist of inrtni- 
m«-nts and works of utility with very often little p rete n sion lo 
iMMuty : such as labor-saving machines and substantial fabriei, 
(l«**«iL:Mcd for the u.v and consumption of working men. Theae, 
on th«* rontniry, were all articles of luxury, fitted to the wanta 
of til'* riih and voluptuous, and to a highly artificial condition of 
nfinfrnt-nt. The cabinet work was of the most beantifBl daaerip- 
tiun ; but such as would very fur transcend tha manna of any 
18 
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person less than a peer at the least. Beside each different 
etT of wares sat a young girl, who displayed their uses, bet 
and advantagt-s ; distributed cards to every one, who passes 
the makers* city address, and prospectuses of every novelt 
remarked to one who had the oven»ight of one of these piec 
furniture — a table of ebony, with a rich blue velvet top, i 
^ith other woods, — " Ah I" said I, " that is for no one less 
a littlf kinij.'* ** Ah coniraire" was the answer, which, reinft 
with a swt'tft smile, and bewitching words melted tos^ther— 
d fiiit Frangnist — left one in doubt, whether to believe oi 
" On ilif cnntnir}'," said she, "it is for any one that will bo 
It is a m»--re cad tan, only eight hundred francs," I could « 
rt'frain fruin telling her, that my thrice grtat grandfather i 
l)L< own tabW of pine boards with hemlock legs, and on tha 
ate liis fnigal meal one hundred and fifty years ago in the wi 
ness of unexplored America, with a keener relish, than I fea 
buyer of this gew-gaw will know. Parsing by suspender fm 
to the kh,fj, my eye was caught by a new method of roa 
coffte, which has sucli an operation upon the grain, as to prei 
all its aruma, gwd tJisle and fine qmilities without producim 
Itrast effect upon the nerves ;" and the ci\'il attendant took a q 
tity. and applied it to the noses of all that passed, gi\*ing ea 
card, and hoping he wuuld come and tn* it. There was a z 
cal instrument, called Concertina y^ouvel, which I had never 
befure ; it was claimed by the seller as a new invention. B 
is on the principle of the siccordeon, in one respect at leasl 
like that it must swell and contract in order to be played. 
tones are also not very unlike. Tliis instrument is, howi 
much more fx tensive in its compa&s comprehending five octi 
From a ver}' hasty inspection I think it cannot be very diffei 
th<' extniordinary compass it possesses may be attained h\ 
methml uf playing it, which is on both ends. Its form is oc 
onal ; hut the keys are not arranged precisi*ly in the same e 
niT. and this ser\es to lend it an air of novelty. The pri< 
from a hundred and fifty to a hundred and ninety franca, ace 
ing to the case. It is capable of application to piano fortes 



or;;ans. 




BXHIBITION OP INDUBTIT. 



Near this was a vender of MUm, JUmbk tuhe^. Tliete wara 
of any length ; their use was to call to one m aootbor room. For 
example, in the night a sick person bat this eord pasMd ronad 
the baluster to an apartment below, and pkeed near the bed of 
the attendant there. If anj thing is wanted, the sick man iies 
a small whistle to his end of the eord, the blowing of which aiDH* 
ses the watcher. This friend, or servant being this awakened, 
one has only to substitute the mouth instead of the whistle, and 
his wishes are at once communicated to him, who baa his ear at 
the other end of the tube. The price is sixty oenti a metre, or a 
little more than a yard. 

Then we came to a little shaver, who showed off the besutiea 
of a trapfiiruf trunk, which he had, with a volubifity more amat- 
\ng than his merchandize, which, my friend observed, must iniisl- 
libly make his fortune. The -glib-tongued youngster did not 
understand our language, but concluding with national poUtensM, 
that it was something fine, laughed heartily. The tmnk waa nol 
an ill invention. It was provided with tmall slidea, making the 
interior of any form desired ; allowing one to enrrj a boaMl» 
hat, or other dainty thing, without injury. Next waa one, iHio 
had a hftx nf pante, which, put upon a pair of white kid glovea» 
would instantaneously remove every particle of dirt withovl the 
least ruhhint^. Perhaps it might take gloves and alL JSo n low s 
and rhftntfate of all varieties were there ; meaif of every sort pre- 
M'nvd for a voyage; turkeys and dUelanu,* that will retain all 
thi'ir ori^nal flavor after a lapse of twenty yesn. 

Tlip hirkmnkm to the Idng^— there waa a time, when a Freoeh 
kinir niadf his own locks — have, among other thmga a new boh 
vontinn. whirh has some utility. It is a small lock, which is put 
upon th<* outride, after the door of a room or house is locked, 
and rc)mpl«'t<*ly closes the key hole, so that no one can enter by 
pi( kiniT. ThiTc were lamjm worse than ours at home, but highly 
pnu>*Ml ; fimhrtllas in canes, Ac. in great numbers. Siek ckmn 
of n<w in\«n(ion are singular things to be shown by the prettiest 
prl in the PHun. who freely commeitted on all their advantagea. 
I*nthtn{ f'nuM, of the most beautiful description, superior even to 
Dorr's, were exhibited ; and diamonds manufactored to order of 
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8uch brilliancy, as to easily deceive, when not compared n 
genuine monarch of the mine. This species of the gen 
much worn in France, even in a common companv, that 
every body is connoisseur enough quickly to detect a coui 
Whoever wishes to cut a figure among Parisians with false 
will find it decidedly safest to do it with small ones ; as i 
estimation, when an ornament is not real, the less there 
the better ; a base coin of a low denomination only ha^ii 
chance for currency. Some canieas, that I saw cut the; 
not drop out of my mcmor}' for many a day. 

Hut what seemed most extraordinary was the specim 
hair work. One piece comprised a representation of / 
C/taiuf'f wonderfully true to nature, contiiinin^r every mon 
and all within a moderate compass. These were all stand 
dept-ndently of each other, without any mutual support. T 
low trees, the common grass, the clover and the bouquets 
there by affection, were entirely of hair, and all perfect. ] 
read the names of the deceased upon the monuments, n 
single hair appeared to write. Behind, moved by mac! 
advanci^d the funeral of a soldier, who was carried on the 
ders of his compatriots. The whole was charming. And 
clever people work on chains and bracelets equally well. 
I not do my friends a favor by directing them to the gr 
tablishment Rue de la Cocj, where all is done cheerfully ai 
superior manner ? I think so. If they can make even a cei 
attractive, what must be the constMjuence, when they exe 
full power of their exquisite art upon the already beautifu 
It is the pbdnest problem in the Rule of Three. 



Moil. Bvit4n <■» KiBiLT — FaiuuiiKk Buiua — Fmor- Lo*«rii'' 
mw — OMiairiToKt— Uoi>. Abjwo. 

I HATK junt Mot you Ielt«n by Dr. Q. B. S.. oT rhiloijp)- 
phia. How 1 longed to be mYoutowith them Tur Nuw-Yorkl 
A* I rrtamcd, it began to blow; and h Iinlf a minute tha nun 
dptK'cndtid in tonvntt, accompanied with thunder und 1i|;hUiin|^. 
I Ktt-ppt'd undi-r ■ grawit port* ttxhirt. to wuit fur i\w tempeat 
to biT over, nnd mw an faitd du nmrj, ■ *ign, on which wm 
writtL'D /faint. I bad no need of a b»th. fur Uie stre«bi wem 
immodinti'ly flooded, Md m-ithcr pnTpmmt nor IroUair wju to bo 
•wn. An. under exiatJu^ ciiruini>taiic«a, 1 did not wiah to gwlra, 
thom wiu nbwlutvl}- no choice bat to rvmBin wherv I wm, mA 
act upon the itaht yw>, until the deluj;^ should «ub»ide, and tbi 
t-tr^ft Ih- [ord»ble. In the crcniag, fefling iiitolrmblj* mauynLr, 
1 SFl cB for Ihe Cbtiumiin, a ballroom, c«lebr«t«d for ita bnAutj 
and jili'iuum. Notwilhalandinij tlie glowing patiegfriea I bad 
heard on (hi* popabr retort, my mi*«d antidpatnns irer* far 
Burpiuwed. Tho plaM wuhm). to my imagiiutioii, ihv fabbiil 
gardMM of tha gtnii. Natnra and art eooaplred to «apljvmte the 
•enses. The air WM i«d<tot with swaet odon, itobm from Uaoa, 
lalmrnuma, acaciaa, aad fauumaraltlo Sowen ; muse intoiiuatod ; 
Ump«, brilliant with gm, npradnoad, tbroogli ttt^Mitlf cut 
iihwln. a wiftoned d«y. ud batnty. wtm tbnmgh Um (mo 
li-nt-'* ^rrvfully turning in lUry wahaea, ootonsd the whab 
t»-i-ii*< with the roM hnM of «Mim«il and fei-liDK, Evm Juki, 
Vi-nuii, nnd olh^r MBSatg dMldlln. left Ibeir cdMtkl abodee on 
thi^ ix niiion. and frara the mnnennn winding nlWs, and bntld- 
ings around, appeared to enjoy thetr eTening'a Tint Terj mnoh, 
S0» 
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if I could judge correctly by their radiant smiling faces. The 
dancers are grisettes and their cavaliers ; the spectators iR 
delegations from every class of people in Paris ; and the EogU 
tongue is almost as common as the French. 

I was surprised to see at these balls the great men of the 
city, the most distinguished in the fields of letters and science. 
I have already mentioned, as you may remember, that I attended 
the celebrated lectures of Mons. Coste, Professor at the Colkgi 
of France, on Embryology. He is soon to publish a work, wU^ 
will be the completest on the subject, to the aid of which the 
Government has advanced twenty thousand francs. I was walk- 
ing leisurely about, absorbing as ipuch as possible of the joroui- 
ness, that wiis overflowing and running to waste every when, 
when accidentally I met him. He inquired, " if I intended lo 
dance." My answer was, " I did ; for a physician is not per- 
mitted to enjoy a rational pleasure in America ; and I must seiK 
the few dancing moments that are left me." " Come," said he, 
" I am looking for the extravagances ;" and we found them 
easily, you may be sure. In one place a mulatto girl was floatii^ 
in the waltz and polka with her Caucasian lover ; and manr a 
fair spectator would have assumed her yellow skin, could the 
have taken with it her tine silk dress and jaunty hat. An ample 
heel proved not the least impediment to superior waltanir. A 
young girl, in another quarter, herself without attractions, con- 
trived to draw a crowd around the set where she was pirouet- 
ting, by tht^ peculiar way she had of showing a fat, and noC 

particularly taper hose distender, for it just occurs to me 

that American women have no let/H. "Ah," says M. Coste "the 
human specimen, in a state of perfect development, is a stranire 
animal." For a momi'nt, I fancied myself listening lo his lec- 
ture at the college ; but glancing at the speaker, and then at the 
surrounding audience, I was quirkly reassured ; the great lecturer 
and the learned utafjefvmmcs vanished ; M. Coste and the beau- 
tiful grisrttes happily reaj)pean*(l, and the scene becami' briirhter 
than ev<T for th<* shadow, that had passed. A little farther on, 
we found a throng applauding a young fellow, who, in the midst 
of the dance, was turning somersets, rolling whee-ls, and perform- 
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ing nmilar absurditiefl, without kwbg a note of the nmo. Ib 
another portion of these elegant gardens w«re the lic mtap m rn i» 
Ru$9e, Thb is an mcUned plane, derated to the height of aa 
ordinary three-story house, on which aeTeial laOwaya were hidL 
Ascending to the summit by winding-stain^ for fire tona ooemaj 
enter and go down the ndlway in a little chariot. From the 
steepness of the descent at the commencement, the relocitj ia 
rery considerable. The wheels of the rehicle aie ehecked at the 
end of the course by running into loose sand* and thus il is 
stopped. No danger can arise in enjoying this mimatme wn^ 
lanche, for a leather band confines the rider to theeoaeh, and the 
sides, raised some eight inches, are nearly on a lefel with the 
small wheels ; nevertheless, there is pkn^ of screaming among 
the fair adventurers. 

The organ of the Fourierites m Franoe is the newspaper, Im 
Democratie Pacifique, In the saloon attached to the editor^s diK 
partment. there were assembled the other evening several of the 
most musical of the Phalansterians to hear some music composed 
by Mons. Prudent, one of the first Parisian piano players. He 
had sent his grand piano before, following it himself, aa fast aa a 
game-lei^ would allow; and gave ns a deUdoas treat Mooa. 
Uun^Hu, the musical editor, apprised me of the entertainment, aa 
he had of similar ones before. Another part of the eveoing'a 
amusement was a recitation of his works by a poor poet Li his 
rough grey coat he contrssted strongly with the smooth, sleeky 
well-dressed gentlemen in white kid gloves armmd him. Being 
a fine rt*ader, he succeeded, by the aid of a sooorons voice, in 
passing off some rather indiflerent rhymes, aa their niee drssssa 
did his genteel critics, for all that they were worth, and a Hltle 
more perhaps. This man gets his fiving by vending the woriss 
of the Fourierites, and procuring subscribers for this newspaper^ 
selling occasionally a copy of his poetry, which b all clear gain. 
H<> is called the apostle oi the Phalansterians, and his Dmo givea 
Lndi<>ati(>n of considerable talent 

Havinir mentioned the name of Moos. Barean, I most not omii 
to remark, how much he and his wife sympathised with Horaee 
Oreeley, of New Tork, on the bwnipg of his oAee;i Hb 
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esting family reminds me more of the United States than kt- 
thing I have seen in France. Their history would adorn a tale, ai !" 
b not entirely destitute of romance ; but my account shall be c«- | 
cise. He was a captain of artillery ; she a poor tailor's dao^ur. 
He was not handsome ; she quite pretty and graceful. He aft 
rich ; she without a sou. If any one in the army marries, ht ■ 
obliged to take a wife, who has a dot (dowry) equal to his n^ 
var}ing of course with his position. The private courts by k»; 
the officer by francs ; there is a fixed price. Poor Moos. Buna 
wished to miirry the indigent working-girl. In doing this he for 
feited his rank, espoused poverty, and now lives in more contoft- 
ment, than any P>enchman I have ever seen. He does not pa^ 
like them, all his days within a caf^ ; his home is too entkiDe. 
There he is surrounded with a charming educated wife, and thm 
smiling boys and girls, precisely at the age when they are moM 
pleasing. Madame occupied herself in putting* them to bed OM 
night, soon after my arrival, and the whole operation was M 
widly horae-likt?, that it went directly to my heart, and the 
memory of it warms it still. 

I fn*qucnily spend a portion of an evening there, and read to 
her from Thiers' French Revolution, while she corrects my pro- 
nunciation. Once she consumed some time in trying to teach me 
the euphony of the word usurjxitcur; after all, it was left as aa 
exercise for the next visit. When the throat gets hu»ky, I jrivc 
her, in return, a lesson in the polka, which she is anxious to a^ 
quire ; and I have actually received compliments at a small party 
for the proficiency of my graceful pupil. She is naturally lo 
gentille, and the messienrit so accustomed to applaud her waltans; 
that they do it more, perhaps, from habit. Never mind. Mr. B. 
comes homo in time to play for us. Then Mons. S. and bis sikat 
wife are fnujuent visitors. She is from the nobility, and Mve ber 
hand and p\irse to obtain the fine counU^nance and superior tal- 
ents of her husband. 

Just hi-ar him talk of the ffarJe nailonale — the militia of the 
king<lnm. lU; was formerly an officer of the army under Napo- 
leon ; but now a militia private ; and his commanding officer is 
a butcher, flvery inhabitant, who has any property to protect. 
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b included in this corps, whose duties are no tnrasement 
Clerkft and all suhordinates are excluded. It nambers in the citf 
of Paris 55,000 men, splendidly equipped, and bj frequent drills 
exceedinprly effective. Thej are bound to fight, not for thdr 
*' sacred honor," but solelj for their *' liTes and fortunes.** Ewtrj 
memlM^r, if not sick, at certain intervals, once in two months, per- 
haps, mikit don his uniform, shoulder his musket, and give the 
day to the service of his king and country. The man of ease or 
science — the poet, too, if one can be found, who possesses any 
property rights to secure, but those of eopf — is forced to spend 
twelve hours of the day, warm or cold, wet or dry, marching 
and countermarching ; eyes, now right, now left Should bttsi- 
ness render it desirable, instead of these, his all-powerfiil eom- 
mander may assign him, as a matter of favor, the agreeable 
duties of mounting guard and making the night patrols. There 
is no excuse whatever; he must go; the only privflege ever 
granted is an absence of three or four hours, on applica- 
tion to the butcher! I have often, when attending the 
lectures of Ricord, Dubois, and Sechel, seen them in their lui- 
formn. pres<fnting a ridiculous contrast to their usual dress and 
duties. Hut. as you can't hear Monsieur's laughable ezpoeitioQ 
of th«! lH'n«'tits of the ^arde nationaU, listen to the beautiful 
fu)n^ whirh Mons. Bureau is performing, and you will hear his 
wonls v< realized. It is called Le Roiteiet ; and the singer is 
givinur you liis own music. (This song will soon be published by 
At will. 201 Broadway, with English and French words, in^his 
'* Hf'Auti<^ of the Opera.'*) Mons. B. has composed and pub* 
ILslied many very sweet songs and waltaes. They are superior in 
my (estimation to the generality of French romances, which seem to 
dep<*nd for their interest entirely upon the words, aa the musie ia 
quitt* common- place. 

Murh of my happiness here springs from these charming 
}>eopl<'. whoM* kindness has greatly endeared them to me. I 
rannnt ^ve them fame, I know; but it is a pleasure to ex* 
pp'ss my ^^ratitude in these letters, some of wl^h Madame B. 
has read, and say that the memory of the fiunQy, in whose boaom 

18^ 
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I am welcomed, is a pressed flower, destined to be one of ibe I 
sweetest ifourtnin of my European \isit. 

The m}Tiads of strangers, attracted to this city, are really ■«• 
velous. Not many evenings since, I chanced to have a teas tt 
the Optra C\>mique by the side of a Swede of considerable i&ltt- 
ligence, who spoke English with much fluency and ease. Ok 
cannot lung converse with a countryman of Frederika BmKr. 
without m..ntinning a name, which, as a sort of middle nm, 
makes mutual acquaintance of all her readers in the most difUS 
lands. Such Ls the power of intellect and goodness in unioD »ili 
truth and nature, to draw unknown individuals, and even natioff. 
towards each other. " Your translations," he asked ; " from whii 
language are they made? from the original V I replied, "ibx 
I believed, they were almost wholly from the German • for I hid 
a doubt, if there were a dozen persons in the Union, competeoi 
to translate a Swedish work at the period of the first publicaM 
of her interesting tales." " Ah," he answered. " I think ibfT 
are not so rare, for I myself knew one of your countrymen ti 
Stockholm, who was a ver}- talented man, jind so beautifvDr 
translated the exquisite ChiUhen of the L*)rtrs Supper bv B^iicm 
Tegner. I have si^ldom seen In-tter versions than those executed 
by Professor Longfellow. Ah, if he would translate the wrilinfl 
of Frederika, she would thi-n obtain that credit in America, to 
whij-h her works «'ntitlt.- hrr : at lra>t it may not be too much to 
lu»pe, that he miirht >uy)»Tintend one." "l should Ttfmi 
extivmrly," I nj'»ine(l, "that h«* should devote his time to the 
lahor <»f tnmslation, for we are in the constant hope of another 
work from him, sparkling with fn-sh gems of l>eaut5- such m 
thosf so lavishly strewn in his excjuinte Hyperion, which has a 
charm, like that of the Op«*ra we are now witnessing*, £a Svrhu 
one of Aulx-r's best." 

At tht? extreme end of the garden of the LuxombouriF cross- 
ing the space, where the brave. thoui^Oi unfortunate Marshal Ner 
was shot ill 1815. one runii'S to tin- Observatory, erected in 1672 
in most respects after the designs of the celebrated astronomer 
John Dominic de Cassini, who was summoned from Boloinia for 




M0N8 ABAGO. tM 



the purpose. The edifice is entirely of 8toiie» neither wood 
iron entering at all into its constmetioii. During later 7ean» 
this building proving inconvenient, the Mtronomical obaernUioBt 
hare bc^en made in one near it of smaller dimensions. In this is 
the meridian line, by which all French calcolatioos are made. On 
the first floor of the main structure is a telesoope twenty-two feet 
in length and twenty-two inches in diameter, which is howefer 
not now used. In this building are many other instruments of 
ancient and modem manufacture. Here is a Bwrmm dm Ltm- 
(fitudfB, consisting of two geometricians, four astronomers, two 
njivigators, and one geographer, with numerous assistants, who 
hold wet;kly meetings, and present an annual rep<Nt to the loq^, 
which Lh published. 

This edifice cont4un8 one of the most beautiful amphitheatres 
in the city, which is used for a lecture room by the renowned 
Anigo. one of whose elementary works has recently been edited 
by Dr. Lanlner, and published in New York. Sght hundred 
penionscan b<^ accommodated in this hall; and so eager b the de- 
sire to hear him. that it is filled with beautiful ladies and wise 
men lon^ Ix'fore the hour of commencing. The room is embeK 
HsIkmI with fine statues in marble of Newton tmd Herschel ; busts 
of I ji Place and others ; a painting of an appropriate allegory 
fidonis the ceiling. The entrance of the philosopher was gree t ed 
with demonstrations of pleasure and honor, which are indeed the 
usual C4>mpliment to the popular lecturers in the various academies 
and scho<»]s. He Ls of large stature, and five feet ten or eleven 
inches in height. His head is bald upon the top, and elsewhere 
covf*red with long gray hair ; and his capacious (aoe betrays the 
vestiges of some sixty-five winters. AO his features aie Inge 
and coarse, and his bUck and sparkling eyes, which cons tHul s 
the (M^st feature he possesses, are overshadowed, and nearly 
l)uried. U^neath shaggy brows covered with hair, once black, but 
now thick-sprinkliHi with autumnal frosts. His mouth would be 
remarkal)lt% were it only for its uncommon sise ; but it absdutely 
vn^^n^ses the attention, as soon as it is observed how wonder- 
fully it varies, and adapts its shape to every word that is ntteied, 
displaying teeth yellow and m mw um iJUd by yean. No hmris 
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■/ suffered to remain upon his che<'ks. In point of drew one i 

■ j«: be tempted to call it slouchy, could such an ejiithet b»? ihi 

I. of in connection with so distinguished a pcrsona^'e. IIi» cl 

are bhu'k, but have not any of the spruce, attractive Iinik. 
sometimes divests a widow's weeds of all their woe, and x 
all their sadness. Those, on the contrary-, of the threat -dsi 
mer have an air of sincere sorrow ; and, as there wa# no e?i 
reason for it, probably it was for being no better than thev 
This uncourtly toilet is rendered more conspicuous by his • 
cravat. 

As a lecturer. M. Arago is plain and distinct in his articul 
and explanations, so that even while caloulatinf the disfc 
of the moon and sun from tin* earth, he was so perspicuous, 
a child could follow him with ease. In the first portion o 
lecture, which was concerning winds and storms, his frequei 
tations of experiments made in the United States brought t 
mind Professor Espy again lecturing at riar>'ard College; i 
the numerous collegians, who attended his course, complinu 
him by coming to a man. with open umbrellas over their b 
M. Arago, in common with the French generally, cmplovs i 
gesticulation ; and his performance, interspersed with free 
amusing allusions, elicit«*d often repeated applause durinir its 
tinuance of two hours. 

The weather in Paris has been extremely unpleasant srene 
cold with constantly recurring showers. Occasionally a dar \ 
warm, by inducing a removal of some portion of one's clotl 
exposes him to take cold fnun the chill, which is cerUiin to 
ceed. The French assert. th«»y never knew such unplex 
we.ither at this season ; but the Anifrican residents affirm 
last year was just the samt». The probability is, that verv 
of eith«.*r have known what kind of wt»ather it was any duv" 
ever livtjd, and if they did, forgot it in a week. 
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lijkLT A IfAgup from the lwrnDr2>'yWtfbth« Hipilai J» Bict- 
ht, Mie of the tnuat intervating uf all tbo ckaritiM, witb whicb Pwv 
h lulomcfl. The fint building on thut apal wtt* the chateau 
civtl«d by John, bUhop of WuicMter, in 13D4. and IhaoM oiUad 
after bini WincecUi;, which, twioe ullend in th« Upw of agw lo 
Bichc*ui?, and Biccatcr, nt length ttssumed the nams of BioMi*. 
b; which it M now known. In 103-2, Loui* XIIL bought it, aod 
•nd ratablwhcd thriv n militiuy hmpitiil for invnlid*. Luuii XIV. 
anneud it tu lh« Uofiital Jc hi SulpHriin ; and it ia now in all 
rapecta a ai&iUr aatBbliihnirat. fUMpt that it ia nntireljr d«nM«d 
to malea. aa tho otbv ia to ftuuuliia. It ia an immenM nage 
bearing the aean of anlkjoity, though wnlt preaerved. In aa 
arrhitrctum] mw, it b not ao atrilnng ai the SoJpf thire, (or it 
wanU ila g^nad church dame luing maieatically from Ihu cMUn 
uf nuuun. whinh appear lo b* coo antira atmctuiv. 

This building ta (Uvidad into fin depwtoicjUa. V^nit, Iha r*. 
potmt, who an lh« Msrvanta of tha various hMpilala of Iba dAj. 
At a nrtain ag« tbaf wtthdraw lo thk ntiramont, wkara a «an> 
fortabl« hone ii aftirdcd Uieai dnitiig th* ra^m of their Evm. 
Hicn rninc the htfins, who btb U ImM «i^rtf jmn of ag« — thrs 
oUImI ill ibu botue haring w eh wl tmtj-tvna ytu%. Vrmmm, 
who hufc turned lh«r (hrae aeon jmn add tan, coropoM tha 
third doparUnent. The foarlh ooosala of tha infirm poor, and 
ihcMw of all a^^, irhii an infwtrd with an ineurabh diMaae. &. 
BUtUuir.hAy miM-^Uany of inianr, iditita, cntina and pptl«iptiei, 
conatitulc* the fifth Hid laat doparlinvnt. Tlte firat funi d^«rt- 
mcnu nufflbar four thowMtd paraoot ; tiM fifUi alow mvij nom 
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hundred. The air of comfort, which surrounds these aged men,! 
g^rateful to a lover of humanity. There they are, with their locb 
of silver, seated around the courts and gardens, contented ind 
happy, chatting together; or, if still pretty strong, pursmnetb? 
avo«:ations of former days, and selling to risitors the products of 
the industry which amuses them ; such as carved work, cowt 
rincrs for napkins, pin-cases, little boxes, and other things. I 
no;i»:ed the t<\l)le of one diN-ision set for dinner ; and the pewvr 
seni« e, brilliant as silver, proved the care and neatness that per- 
vaded their domestic economy. Four hundred persons sat il 
this board. The indindual daily allowance is a portion of soup; 
one and a quarter pounds of bread, white and good, four ounce* 
of m»*at for dinner, accompanied with some vegetable, a deseeit 
of cheese, and a quarter of a pint of wine. To those over seventy 
years of age the quantity of wine is doubled ; while they who 
have bei-n thirty years in the house, receive a double allowance 
of everything. The cost of each is about eighteen cents a diT, 
and the wliule annual expense, one hundred and eighty thousand 
dollars. There are no private dormitories, but from twenty to i 
hundred sle<'p in a single room. Wlien sick, thev are tran^emd 
to the hospital, and receive ever}' requisite attention. 

It is the fifth division, however, that demands our deepest 
sympathies. Poor creatures ! sunk below the level of humanity 
w.mting the faculty of reason, yet without possessing instinct, 
its substitute in })rules, they form the saddest spectacle that can 
be pn-sf nted to human eyes. Tenderly should they be cherished 
by human hearts. And well has that obligation been here re- 
deemed. How soothing it is, even to the ordinary- feelinirs of our 
natuiv , to behold the humane attention which is paid to themt 
though subject, as many are, to the most filthy and disgusting 
habits ! Thrir dormitory is perfectly pure, and free from the 
l«'ast odor : the waxed floor reflects the face of the visitor * and 
the Ix'ds are scrupulously clean and neat. Tliis ward is a model 
for all similar ones, that 1 have ever seen. The most faithful and 
unn'niitling labor alone could have accomplished this herculean 
task. Tht* buildings appropriated to tiie lunatics are long and low 
rising to a single story only. TJie most strenuous exertions ore 
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used to sustain them in complete order. The oaken Soon of 
palaces cannot surpass the brilltancy of th« daJlf wAxed floon at 
theae colls. Their food is little better than that of the other leo- 
ants of the hospiutl I thought it strange that wine, wbtcb hM 
more or Irss effect on the head even of a une mao, abould b« 
sen'i>(l to them at the rate of half a bottle a day — auffieieDt ■orelj 

" A dagger in the beat-opprened braia." 

The patients are dbtributed into three divirioiu, «ach under 
the chnr^ of a separate phyvtuian, who baa nothing to aaj la 
rp^nrd to the treatment of the other*. This dtstrihution baa bo 
rtfiTi-Dci' to distinction in Uie maladies of the patieala. Each of 
tlK'M' primurv divisions is subdivided into three others with reapset 
til tlii'ir il>'),'n-e of iraoquilhty. Among the notabilities is an AlbiDO, 
siiitl to Ih- fi;j;hty yearn of age. tie is exceedingly active, and ■ 
liviri); proof that this peculiar people are not necessarily abort- 

liv.-.l. 

Th<- curalive efforta vary from thoM in all other Innatio eatab- 
lisliminUi in the cily. Every motive i* used to indiieo the 
|i]iii<'ni ii' •'mplov himself on something of his own free will. Ifaay 
:ir>' r'iriM-i|uviii1y engaged in regular labor; aoiiM maluDg hata 
■if ^tnur, iiilii'ra funcy baslceta, and the like. In coonectkm with 
ihi- in>iiiiiiiiin i» a farm, where Dumbers are employed wHh dia- 
ling; ui-li'il iiilvantage to the crop* and tbeir own health. There 
i- MT1 •'"lulilinhmi-nt upon it for the raising and fattening of iwina, 
kIiifi' i'v>-rv<>p<THtion is performed by these invalidi, in preparing 
thi-ni for ihe market, down to the moment (rf their quitting tbe 
viinl. ilr<'SMil and quartered. But this partionlar departineitt I 
•lid n'll »'•■. Some of the patients, whoee health or taatea gin 
ili''m n [iri'fi-rvnce fur other employments, are provided with winh 

Anion;.' tin- various means adopted for their improvement ia tbe 
•-tt^il.li-liiTK'Mt of -tchools. The patienta generally belong to the 
lou.r oril-'r-. whirh in France and through Europe indeed, are 
liuii-niibly i^-nomnt. Kew know even how to read and write, 
whiili (if i-iiunte become Ihe principal braoebca of inetnettoa. 
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which oil ptioiiagm sod other or^Bflkn 
■Mwl. Thk tiftwtin I in l-H imnrntMta hnjiml miiiWiia; 
fcot I 4o not know mtM ww exprcted. 

Om) ward b ■pprapnUBd Im tbtiw!, wboae aadi Udta^ 
brood over plaiM aJF nnnbr bkI Mnam ; aooiQ w«« poialel til 
who had IdiM a niodwr nd • aistcr. and ooe who had mmiud 
(Wfl nen ta ft WgemM. ttie bwnd wbo acoMbpuued ^ h^ 
to o^ Uw door. Tki gvudutn. huwcrcr, r«-^na«d \m ^ 
tMiag. that no altempt wnt wm madr on tlwg salaH «( tMM 
nor vnu of the nwdicsl ■ttcndaal. in hb dhiraal nxnd, k te 
ragvdvd tlKua m hebp eailH«d with Mtpctior pnws, whM i 
woold be idio to Bttiek. It wm the gnaidkn bimadf, who •■ 
tbe obj«ct of all th«r pcnocwwn and ^aagemnam, Bu oa fib*^ 
at hie mnscukr fntne. I fell qoilff U ease on the aowv i4 )4 
•ecnritr. Yet notwitliatandiBg U* "™f ntaBifimr 
frequently recdres blowB from tkmr fiHa and nuodon ■boM. T< 
masi not auppoac, however, that Ua ilraBf^th i* used in 
01^ with his patieots ; it is, oa the cnatrary, Daeralr amp 
their oecMsary rentnunt. In do liUMtki aavlum ta a pff^ ^ni pd^j 
mitUid lo be fltniclc. 

I'littre ar« not numy obji^cU of g«nenl {nt«i«at 
this esUblishnmnt. A well of prod^i 
PTf.r br consideivd as one ; raid to b« fira hundnNl 
and tiflc«n trel in dinmitUir. llu Matanwnt M«ina 
ynl It in □ertainly immonM ; for the sound of wni«r 
the nwfal nbyMi, m^nimt a gnat length of time tor 
lu thi' Burfacn. tt is workMl by ranchimiry, propallr^ br h _ 
f'fur inmnM min, and a but IJUli' uaed, lu an oqaedoct ttvm 
river now sapplim the hopiUl with watCT. 

Ne»r the Punt St. Michel is situated » Mmctun, wfaioh 
Ui" notice of every Htnutger visiting lht< uity, 
tlin pabHcalions of tnvolefs ; and yi^t it U a btulding 
BO mtCFMt b iladf. CompoaH of ctcnM, wiUwot 
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into which he had thrown himself, or unintentionallv filki 
The body had evidently remained some davs in the rirer, ni 
hecoming thus putrescent, a constant shower of water was pn- 
jected upon it from a cock, which was fixed aboye, as veQ ■ 
all the other inclined frames. The owner of the feminine ip- 
parel was a girl of twenty -two years, and more than cominaaif 
handsome. Her delicate features were as white as wMt, 
contrasting strongly with her hair of jetty black, which fell a 
deranged, but luxuriant masses upon her beautiful shoulders od 
naked breasts. She had just been taken from the water, aad 
there she lay in such sweet repose, that, but for the assodi* 
tions of the place, one might haye imagined her a Nertki a 
placid slumber. The morning papers g-aye her name and his- 
tory. She was not a goddess, but onlj a poor grisette, wfe 
earned a moagn* subsistence by daily labor. She was emploved 
in a shop to sell goods, and had lived in p]ea:»ant harmony wiA 
a young clerk in the same establishment manv years. But Ut- 
terly, it seems, he felt her charms to be less attractiye, and, grow- 
ing tired of her society, he had fomented a dispute on purpoM w 
effect a separati»)n : and so he left her to seek another companiozL 
The pwr girl, however, being not gifted with the same sel&h 
facility, or heartless infidelity, found herself unable to suppon 
the estrangement, and sought a reconciliation. But in vain. Her 
false lover had accomplished his object, and, thus abandoned, 
she felt that the onlv way 

'•T<i WxTiii repentance to her lover. 
Ami wring hid heart-strings, was to die.*' 

A leap from the Pant XcHf, where the swift Seine runs meet 
rapidly, and all was over. 

The other body was a Spaniard from the West Indies. A 
long purse in Paris very shortly exhibits to view the terrible 
epitaph : 

*• M»Mie, Tokol, Upharsin." 

but when the gambler puts his fingers into it, the catastrophe is 
too sudden to admit any premonition. Constant losses had 
nearly exhausted the ample funds of this unhappy youth, when 




^^m tlf,M tba prirate ^wliMnt of a ca.fi, the report of a 
^|iflll WBI iNUd. wad be wu imUiitlj fouod entirety dfad, har- 
B&y kb hawl ahocldo^j nui^M hj this awful act of wlf-ile- 

I ilnwtiaa. 

To this builiBng nv nnnvnyod th4> brxiira of uDknown penioiu, 

I who mMi with acdilMitAl or violi-Dt ileatho. If not nlaimed hy 
niif frinnd, thny rt-miun ihnn day«, anil ihnn an? tntcmil at thn 
publiu ei)wn»i\ Tilt! number ihua annualty broD|[ht is about 
UuM liiuulnKl. ut m]aeh oac-iiiub only are fi 
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SOTAL LUHATIC HOSPITAL — Dr. FotZLLB PftlCS OF BOAKD— TBlATIDf 

— Curious Practice iir a part op Frauck — Pyramidal Hbaim— fur 
Heads — Blockheads — III Treatmevt of Ivfaitts — New Jemmei H» 

PITAL POR THE IffSAHB— DEPARTURE PROM PaRIS. 

Yesterdat morning I heard a lecture on Insanitj at Xs Sd- 
pttrikrey and this morning I went to the great Rojal Limtie 
Hospital at Charenton, ahout seven miles from Paris. By metai 
of the omnibuses and early rising, I got there at nine ▲. iL, arf 
attended the visit of the physician, the celebrated Dr. ForiDe. 
This institution was founded in 1644 by the minister Sebntai 
Leblanc ; subsequently converted to a boarding* honse by tbi 
Brothers of Charity, for the care of lunacy, and in 1797 changed 
again to a government establishment. It is most beautifully aft- 
uated on the summit of an eminence, which commands an exeeD^ 
prospect of the city, the Seine and the country around, now ■ 
the pride of its glory. The bank of the river, and a small lal— mI, 
which is a dependence of the hospital, are covered with trees of 
various descriptions, of which poplar, maple, and horse chestnOt 
are the most common and conspicuous. The poplar is not hera 
the same miserable ragged runt as in the United States. In its 
native soil, uninjured by the mild winters, it towers aloft a tot 
handsome ornament to the landscape. It is said, with how much 
truth I cannot vouch, that those in America are all of the 
sex, and reproduced by offsets mostly ; and that, even 
springing from the seed, like the races of mankindp they hare 
deteriorated from want of " crossing," so essential among animah 
to the raising of a vigorous and healthy offspring. 

Th(> (Miifice itself, though but partially built, is a pattern of the 
kind. Some years ago a bill passed the Chamber of Deputi 
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KppropriatiDg one millkn ct dolUn to lU coortinclkn. Hon 
than one half has been finiahed at a coat ot lix hnndrod IhrnMiii! 
dollars, which completes the accommodatknu for main ; tbe fe- 
males urc slill in the old building, aoon destined to give place to 
one in comvpondt^ce with the male department Dr. Foville, 
the physician, resides in the cit;, and makea roar vbha to the pft* 
ttenis every wi-ek. There are a readent phynetan and apothe- 
cary benide, who have the charge in the meutime. Few men 
are bctu-r qualified than Dr. F., for tbe can of meh an iiwtita- 
lion. An uncommon union of anitaUe qnalitiea reoden hii an- 
ppriiirily evidrnt. In pervon he ia of good aiie, and enflowed 
with hlning nlhleUc powen. Hi* countenance has a peculiar ex- 
prcsMiin of gentleness, decision and reflection. Were we to 
notice bin voice alone, so particularly sweet, xrft and winning, 
we shi)ul{) be disposed to characteriie him a* a good-natured 
man, but di^ficicnt in firmness ; but when one remaHu his treat- 
ment <>r the pntients, and bis geiienl conduct, it is easy to raeog- 
niie his posiieitsion of ihiit resolute determination, so initiipcinn 
ble to bin offivp. In no situation perhaps are the scrapes and 
rrmpi^ <if a Fn'ncbmao SO productive of real good, as in tin man- 
nitimcnt of the InMnc ; the angry pasuons of tbe fnrkma are 
cHlnKil nnci i«)ft>'ned by the deference which such mannera babit- 
uallv ilispliiy. In giiing bis rounds the doctor had some ten or 
tw<'lvi> hiimlri'd bows to eiecute in the space of three hour*. 
TbuK p<>1il<' In the pntients, he certainly was not less so to ny- 
M'lf oiul fnt-nil— Dr. Selden, of Norfolk, Tiigmta ^—ud from this 
viMt we U>re away with us not only a knowledge of the cooatruc- 
liiin of the build ing^rected after tbe plan of (be distingsiabnl 
EM|uir<>l— the method of claadfioatioa and tnatment of tbe pa- 
tii'til* ; but mnnv hints and ideas of value, which be commnaica- 
ti-il. Ak the fi-rlings of patients might be sometimes injured by 
ti>-:iri[i^ olwrvuiioni made respecting them, be chiefly spoke in 
Kn:;1i^)1. wlii.-b he had at perfect command. 

Till- pfttii'nis are of three classes, who pay rcspectmly tUr- 

tit-nbumlred, nine hundred and BeTenty-flve,Kaddibvndrad*Bd 

fifty fmnca a year, including waahing. FmI, privalt Mrvnla, 

and incidenuls swell that amoant of ooBM. "T^ mam, wUdi 
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those of the hight^st claas occupy, are really very fine. Tlij 
have a charming aspect, commandingr the delightful view be&n 
alluded to, and are handsomely supplied with mirrors, clocks ai 
other furniture. During the periods of exacerbation, no distiK- 
tion is maintained in the classes ; they are removed at oacc 
from their rooms to another department, where their noise woald 
be heard only by those as furious as themselves. In the xnttr 
ment of the patients, very little, if any, medicine is given ; opaia 
and sedatives with extreme rarity. The cold douche is not a 
uncommon means of soothing the excited state into which iker 
frequently relapse. The doctor in speaking of it expressed kb 

opinion, that it was a remedy of great power, but should be 

used with extraordinary care, and by no means so indiscrimiuie- 
ly, as it is frequently done. Cold baths, and spongin^^ the bodr 
with cold water, are often employed. As a means of confinemett, 
the strait jacket is the principal. A treatment of kindness ii 
now generally adopted throughout the world ; rarelv indeed do 
we hear at this day of murders or other outrages perpetrated 1ft 
the insane. Take a sane person, plunge him in a dunffeoo, efr 
veloped in filth and exposed to the inclemencies of the weather. 
load him with irons, throw him his victuals, as you would tosi 
bones to a dog, and it would not be very mar\'elous if he shoaU 
revenge his wrongs sometimes by deeds of violence as startliut 
MS any that have cvor been committed by the crazv man. Ai 
instance of the poweiivil operation of kindness, on a disordered 
iiitt'lk'ct is furnished in a young girl, not wantino- grace or ben- 
ty. who in another institution killed two of her fellow- patients. 
She is calm and rational here, and needs only kind words and 
genth^ management to render her, what she has become ai 
agreeable tenant of an apartment adorned in a style of costlr 
luxurv. 

In this institution then? is less apparent ctmfinement, than in 
any similar one, that 1 have ever seen. The windows have none 
of those horrid looking iron bars, which characterise a prison. A 
grating of wire, nearly the size of a pipe stem, seemed desiirned 
moH' for the protection of the glass, than the security of a -cap- 
tive pri.soner. The doors were open with few exceptioiLBy and 
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their clothes were in tbdr roonu, to (bat Ihey oonld tako tliM^ 
when ihry wished to promenwle in the court below, ntov^ 
one hundred and eight; peraoni were attached to the eaUbliab- 
ment hitving the care of the patienta lolely, without incloding 
the privi)i<> aervanta, there waa no sjoiptom of ■nirdllaiiee. Am 
n jiciuliiirity in the practice <rf Dr. P., I noticed that ha made M 
voni-calnK'nt ur their malady, hut cooTersed with them on the 
t-ubj<H-t, an he would have done of any bodily diieaae. Thia I 
ttiuik much better, than the subterfuge and eraocHi lo commonljr 
n-itortt^ t<i for the concealment of the patient's oorapbunt, whleli 
in sun-. MXinor or later to be discovered by him ; and mTonnation, 
thuH obtained, in likely to be productire of much detrimait to the 
patient. 

Ah we went round the long galleriea. Dr. Foville pointed out 
to us M-veml per«on«, whose beads were of a verjr peculiar form, 
mun- ur )cw> perfectly approaching the pyramidal ; the fsce might 
repri'M-nt the base, and the occiput the apex. Their foreheads 
weri- particularly flat and narrow, tn reference to them he rs- 
marki-d, that this specie* of head was pecuEar to a psrlicnlar 
depnnment of Prance, in the same manner as the flat-headaof tbe 
Tniliiinii arc perulinr to one tribe. In this district more childrM 
die III nn enrly age than in any other ; the diseases being prind- 
pnlly coiivuluonn and other maladiea, which depend oa tbeheahli 
i>r till- brain. Mun- innane come from this, than from any other 
cjuiirli'r uf lite kingdom, bi proportion to the popnlatioo ; aad 
fin:dlv.mi>re caM-s of idiney, epilepsy, and the like, than ebewhefa 
Wliiii i!« the CAUM- * Evidently th« peculiar shape of the beadt 
wliii li [HT>-adca the people of that whole nfpoo, who all putid- 
prtK- ill thiK deformity, in a gn^ber or leas degree, without a ringfe 
eirfjiliim. So universal b it indeed, that some pahlen nd 
sruljii'Ts, ri'ifarding it as the natunl head of man, have draws 
fnm ibix »>urt-e their beau-ideal of beauty; and flied upon tha 
hlopini; xhnuMent of iheir Vennaea and Apolloo, heads giacefoDy 
Ti>ini; in lapi'rin;; pyramids. 

.\ii iiii ■•••ti^itifin of this extraordinary phenomenon has been 
mnde, and the cause disoorered. The Flat-HcMl IndiaM an 
known to alter the fona of their inbBtir beads bf J 
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the skull, when its bones are in a more or less cartilaginoiu ittle, 
and not yet firmly united. From this fact it was suspected, tbi 
some such prank was practised on these children of France ; ui 
sure enough, it has been found, that mothers and nunes hm 
been employed for centuries in the wholesale business of drrriig 
mad, maiming, and murdering the children of a particular disnicL 
This enormity has been committed by putting a peculiar cap opn 
the heads of their tender offspring, and fastening it tightly that 
by means of a strong band ; and this simple cord has kilkd b 
hundreds, and diseased an entire region! With the Flat-IM 
Indians the pressure is in another direction, and may affect tke 
intellect, while the nutritive organs are unimpaired. Dr. ForiDe 
mentions an autopsis made on one of these countrywomen, wbo 
had the venous circulation so impeded, that a large plexu vii 
formed, for the accommodation of which a deep cavity was wak 
in one of the lobes of the brain. So that from the aiUy amfaitiai 
of improring the beautiful proportions of nature, men hare 
ceeded in producing the valuable varieties of pyranUdal-l 
flat-heads, and block-heads. In the meantime, the other sex hive 
not been idle; but their abilities, it is well known, have beet 
principally displayed, at least of late, at the other end of the 
human specimen. 

And now what is the use of such a narration, which is not to 
be read by medical men ? It appears to me, I confess, though 
probably in pure simplicity, to enclose the kernel of somethins 
capable of a fniitful application. In Yankee land the head is not 
thus hooped ; the fact is granted ; but — ^the body — is the bodr 
free to grow, as God designed it ? The swath bound tishtlj 
round the body of the infant — does that do nothing ? Are the 
internal organs left to their perfect development ? Is the pres- 
sure on the liver nothing ? How often do the helpless creaturei 
vomit the healthy nourishment they swallowed just before ! Mar 
not that be caused by p^es^^ure on the stomach '? I have seen the 
liver of a woman marked with a deep furrow, plowed by the 
screw of the corset ; cannot a similar mark be seen in the lirer 
of a young child ? Should any one deem these interrogatories 
foolish, pray do not impute the folly to Dr. Foville ; he is 
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\j innocent, for th«)r tn bom of hii. Om ibSng k o e rtm — 
injoty can be done bj purding ^puut tight bMidagea oa tht 
llerible, bklf-oH)fied body of th« TOong eluld. 

The patiente tre reMlved inlo thne eluM* ; thetnotttitriiiilaafc 
the comiMntiTel; quiet. Mid the oonnleManL Tliara an abo 
roonu, where tome in intennediXe rtagei are temponrilj plMod 
on trial. One Toimg mm from (he Wert India blands, vMfy 
nnde, wae bouncing abont a ittom, whoae floor waa eoraad vilk 
stiaw. He waa a recent bmat«. Id another waa a naa, irb» 
came Trora the country lo bring a neighbor juat a tt a e kad. Ha 
wia Tctunung homeward with hia companion m a alata of anaa- 
nve excitability : but before he reached hia houae waa anad 
himwlf in a similar way, and the aame maaaelea, which ba had 
put upon hii friend, wt^n faatened on hiraaelf. 

Notwithitanding the pieetlent aeeomnwdalioaa, whkA va 
here afforded ; the healthy ntuatkm of the hoaptal ; ha raal 
beauty, with the high reputation of ita phyHcian, I waa ia famai. 
that few of the nobility or rich bonrgeoia wera aaot Utbar, iMt 
that private caUbliahmenta were preferred, where Ugh (kargaa 
were thought to guaranty inperior care and attCBtioa, For mf- 
•elf I muni acknowledge, that I nerer law in any limilar katill- 
(i<in w> many adrantagn combined. Of the baaoty of thi 
ritunlion I cannot aay too much, though at the haaud of fraqoMt 
n<p<'tili»n ; it is indeed nnriralled, and with the Mngnina aapira- 
ti-in* of H life juat comnMndng, I can lay fitna my heart, tiM 
h<-n' I should be extremely happy to ipead mj daja. 

The Ai-rnmmndationi are now sa01cieat for flva haadnd aad 
fifty paticnls ; the future bnHdingi will m aome dagraa eBhug* 
thi'm 1 Widf , one wing, having been reeently Sniabed, ia ao( jit 
iHvupi'-d. 1 obaerre by your Daily AdTertiaer, that Hew JeiMjr 
int"ni|-. .hnrtly to build an Inaane IIaa[ntal withm her bordon. 
1^1 nrii. 1 |>nir. Ih<- lliMpital at Cbarenlon, oooitraeted from the 
}i|:in 'if the i^att^t man. who haa ever been engaged in the tiaai- 
nK'iii <if i)if!W unfnrtunatea, be orerloohed or diaregatdad. At 
Hiiy rHt<' whstf rer eW b neglected, it b to bo bopod, that tha 
/•>mi nf thin edi6ce will be adopted— a buildi^ of » ringia Moij. 
Thin will m-ceaaarilv oecapy a greater oitant of gramid ; b*t it 
19* 
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will create numerous courts between its walls, allowii^ firee o- 
ercise to the patients in apparent liberty under the trees, vhkk 
should be planted there. To crown the enterprise with nuxttt. 
may the State be so fortunate as to secure for a superintendetf t 
learned and gentlemanly — in short another Dr. Foville ! Wai- 
out a competent physician, the State will, after all, haTC oaiy 
turned some thousands of dollars into stone and nu>rtar. 

This is my last letter from Paris, which I leave with emotions tif 
sadness, in two hours for London, through Holland and Belginm, 
by Switzerhmd and the Rliine. A month or more probably wH 
be consumed upon the way, of which I will attempt some hunird 
sketches taken on the wing. 

And now I must take a reluctant leave of thee, ma Mk 
France. I did not tliink, when I came among thy people eigU 
short months ago, alone and friendless, that it would ever gire 
me such a pang to part. But they have twisted themselya 
around and within my heart, and I have begun, I feel, to aboot 
out radicles of affection, which are fast rooting me to thv beaan- 
ful country. Farewell to the land of the apple, the grape, and 
the olive. For these, and thy mild skies, thou hast a name, and 
others may admire thee. But I love thee for thy great and 
famous men, thy refined and lovely women, and the many dear 
friends, that I have no sooner found, than I must lose forever. 
Alas, that is a melancholy word to say, and wraps up a serious 
and momentous thought. Yes — we shall never meet again. The 
scenes in which we have mingled with such delight the past few 
bright montlis, will be repeated here another year : but we shall 
no more see them together. In two hours I depart in the 
diligence for Geneva, and shall travel several days and nights, 
without intermission but for the usual meals. Adieu, then ! my 
heart beats tumultuously for all, who have been so kind to me 
and I try to articulate — Farewell ! 

" But whereforu could not I pronounce Farewell? 
I hud most raune to bless tbem, and yet Farewell 
Stuck in my throat." 

Paris exists to me now only in the memory. That city of the 
world, and all that it contiiins to captivate the antiquarian or 




phiUnthropist, the man of letters or of tule, Iuh mdalwd, for 
Koght 1 know, into >ome mich ituff ■• drMBU, or tbe bodOM* 
•pints of the air, are made of. But the aoqokitiooi I hare luMte, 
lod the pleasures I have enjoyed, I cmukH be deprired of— 4lw^ 
»re yet mine. Iluw great theae sre, it does not become me to 
aasert: but it will not be deemed —""■-([ to observe, ihatftv 
dap pasHcd away, when nothing new or onrions was seen. Ko 
grand celebrity (tcarcely haa been omitted, of which I sm ttwwn, 
except the calacombs. and the tomb of Napoleon, now m the 
proceaa of erectioa. The reaaoni aM^ned for rcAMDg tbe adad*- 
uon of the public to the former, are mioiis; tlM priaoipal ef 
which are. that their lives would be at hanrd from s poariUs 
downfall of the roof ; and also, that (pmpowder might bs intn^ 
duced underneath the city, and jeopard its safety, if not enstenes. 
Yet, thuugh the pen may describe these wonders with more or 
lew of vindneas, it is a personal inspectioa only, which can sal 
tbe living atiribatea of reality before yon. Onr country is so 
wanting in those thbigs, of which Pans is so abnndantly prodtM- 
tive, that a narrator is serionsly embarrassed to find objects id 
comparison . 

Pariit M liTt behind, and the friendi I made there can never 
more h>: Hot-n by me ; bat whDe 1 lire, their aenative hearts, thsir 
Bweot and fiMcinaling manners, and thnr tsars so frvsly shsd at 
parting, will be nursed like tnpio flowers In my warm iimmiaj, 
flinging their bright colors and perfome over many a wintry day, 
that will doubtless orertake me. In a world of perpetoal rhsinn. 
Bbseni.-i', like death, will embalm thess snnuMr MaadsUpa, nd 
prcxerve them forevermore the same. My worthy hostsas, good 
soul, with a kindly disposition, bat wayward as tha wind, WM 
at the atnrting place tosee me oB. She brooght with bv a boa* 
quel, rumpiMed of a rose bod surroooded by fruflnt luii mits lisi 
own gift ; and another from her neighbor, which was aboneh of 
jtmfiatHui with a simple roae bad m the centre, enveloped h 
irr<-en 1ruvi-«. I had also in my pocket a pretty purse, the handi- 
work • •( a J<-ur friend gireo me just before I left my lodgn^ aa 
* ija;rr d'amitU m'lih ^ note seoompanj' ■ ~ -- 
prevent my showing it to yon, aa a < 
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the taste these graceful creatures throw around erery act of Sb? 
I thmk not. And so, premising the very flattering fact, thifc tk 
less the truth, the greater the compliment^ here it foQowi vott* 

tim: — 

*< Soayenir de rtntMt, qoe Moos. A. K. O. a m inspirar en YnmoBWU, 
penonnes, qui ont ea la pluiir de le comudtre. Awm 

le 17 Join, 45. 



We kissed one another a la jFVanpoue— on both cheeks, and ht 
tween— in the court yard ; and a tall, robust cavaliy officer fon 
Sardinia went through a similar eyolution with a grenadier ft 
Paris. The clock struck twelve — ^the conducieur gave breatb ti 
his horn— the postilion cracked his whip — the horses boonU 
forward — ^the BarrUre de la Gore was passed, nn d 
hora de Paris, 
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